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Times Reporters

The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry has entered into 
public-private partnerships 
under an AIF Group project 
to foster market-driven 
innovations in production, 
processing, marketing, and 
market access in agricultural 
value chains.

The AIF cooperation 
agreements were signed 
recently by representatives 
of the Thaxang Organic 
Production Cooperative, 
Mekong  Lao  Expor t /

Agriculture ministry partners with 
private sector to boost innovation

Import and Lao Best Brand 
Group, Organic Home Laos, 
Mai Savanh Lao, and Mr 
Frank Tibitanzl from GIZ, 
Coordinator for the Asean 
AgriTrade Project in Laos.

The  s ign ings  were 
witnessed by the Director 
General of the Agriculture 
Department, Mr Chantha 
Thipphavongphanh.

The partnerships will 
focus on preparations for 
additional AIF project ideas 
in Champassak and Luang 
Namtha provinces.

The scheme involves 

Representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and partners sign project agreements.

selected farmer associations 
a n d  p r i v a t e - s e c t o r 
companies who will carry 
out innovative project 
ideas concerning sun-dried 
fruit, organic fertiliser, 
international sustainability 
standards and international 
market access for Lao agri-
food products.

There will also be studies 
on a digital approach to 
e n a b l e  p r o d u c e r s /
smallholder farmers and 
end-consumers of organic 
vegetables to be better 
connected.

The AIF is part of the 
Promoting Sustainable 
Agricultural Value Chains 
in Asean project (Asean 
AgriTrade). 

This is a regional project 
in cooperation with the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
being implemented in 
Cambodia ,  Myanmar, 
Laos and Vietnam, which 
is funded by the German 
Fede ra l  Min i s t ry  f o r 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development.    
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Times Reporters

T h e  w e l l - k n o w n  Ta d 
Y e u a n g  w a t e r f a l l 
i n  P a k x o n g  d i s t r i c t , 
Champassak province, has 
been recognised with an 
Asean sustainable tourism 
award,  which wi l l  be 
presented to provincial 
officials at a ceremony to 
be held in Cambodia.

Tad Yeuang waterfall receives 
Asean tourism award

The stunning Tad Yeuang waterfall in Pakxong district, 
Champassak province. --Photo Champassak provincial official

The award was given 
i n  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t 
of  successful  tour ism 
development around the 
waterfall, in ways that are 
sustainable. Tad Yeuang 
w a t e r f a l l  i s  p o p u l a r 
wi th  v is i tors  because 
of the stunning scenery 
that surrounds it, while 
the everyday life of local 
res idents  can  a lso  be 

CONTINUED PAGE 3

CONTINUED PAGE 3

observed. 
Champassak officials 

have improved visi tor 
facilities and services at 
the waterfall in anticipation 
of more visitors during Lao 
Thiao Laos (Lao Visit Laos) 
tourism campaign.

In addition, all staff 
working at the site have 
been ful ly  vaccinated 
against Covid and measures 
are in place to prevent the 
spread of the virus among 
both staff and visitors.

Provincial authorities 
have encouraged people 
living near the waterfall to 
grow organic vegetables 
for sale to visitors and 
are promoting aspects of 
local culture in the hope of 
generating more income for 
local residents.

Other visitor attractions 
in Champassak province 
have also been improved 

and renovated and standards 
at hotels and guesthouses 
have been checked to ensure 
that everything is ready for 
the return of visitors to the 
area. Particular attention 
has been paid to Covid 
control measures to ensure 
that  everyone is  safe, 
according to the provincial 
information, culture and 
tourism department.

Champassak is well 
endowed with places of 
interest, both nature-based 
and historical, and no one 
should miss a visit to this 
scenic region during their 
stay in Laos.

The province has 216 
officially-designated tourist 
sites, including 116 natural, 
60 cultural and 40 historical 
places of interest ,  but 
only 20 have any visitor 
facilities.

Lao, Vietnamese public 
security ministries 
reaffirm cooperation
[Page 11]

NEW YORK (Xinhua) 
-- Omicron’s whirlwind 
advance practically ensures 
it will not be the last version 
of the coronavirus to worry 
the world, scientists have 
warned.

Every infection provides 
a chance for the virus to 
mutate, and Omicron has an 
edge over its predecessors: 
It spreads a lot faster despite 
emerging on a planet with 
a stronger patchwork of 
immunity from vaccines 
and previous illness.

“The faster Omicron 
s p r e a d s ,  t h e  m o r e 
opportunities there are 
for mutation, potentially 
leading to more variants,” 
L e o n a r d o  M a r t i n e z , 
an  in fec t ious  d i sease 
epidemiologist at Boston 
University, said.

Stuart Campbell Ray, an 
infectious disease expert at 
Johns Hopkins University, 
said:  “I t’s  the longer, 
persistent infections that 
seem to be the most likely 
breeding grounds for new 
variants. It’s only when 
you have very widespread 
infection that you’re going 
to provide the opportunity 
for that to occur.”

As Omicron continues 
o n  i t s  n a s t y  p a t h , 

Experts fret 
over what 
follows 
Omicron

CONTINUED PAGE 5

Battered Tonga at the 
centre of Pacific tsunami 
alert
[Page 5]
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Drug addict shot dead in Savannakhet
Times Reporters
 
A public security official 
in  Songkhon d is t r ic t , 
Savannakhet province, was 
forced to shoot and kill a 
crazed drug addict after he 
began randomly stabbing 
his neighbours.

According to the district 
Public Security Office, on 
January 10 the supervisor 
of the Criminal-Economic 
Unit received a report 
that a 45-year-old man 
named Mr Khamvong, A man lies dead after being shot in self-defence by a village security official.

Times Reporters

The first Lao national has 
become the third riparian 
Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of the Mekong 
River Commission (MRC) 
Secretariat.  

Dr Anoulak Kittikhoun 
takes up the post on Monday 
and will lead the Vientiane-
b a s e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
organisation and its flood 
and drought centre in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia, during his 
term of office from 2022 to 
2024.

Dr Anoulak is a seasoned 
international development 
professional and is well-
versed in Mekong affairs. 

He has 20 years of 
experience in previous 
senior leadership roles at 
the MRC and at the United 
Nations and related bodies, 
most recently serving as 
Lead Desk Officer of the 
Asia and Pacific Division. 

H e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t 
international member of 
staff from Laos at UN 
Headquarters.

His appointment as 
CEO, the first from Laos in 
the MRC’s 25-year history, 
was endorsed by the MRC 
Ministerial Council last 
November following a 
unanimous decision by the 
MRC Joint Committee. 

The MRC Council is 
the highest governing body 
of the organisation with its 
membership comprising 
w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  a n d 
environment ministers from 
Cambodia, Laos, Thailand 
and Vietnam.

“I’m deeply honoured and 
humbled for the esteemed 
position,” Dr Anoulak, who 
is the youngest CEO ever 
appointed to the post, said. 

“My mission for the next 

three years is to facilitate 
cooperation among riparian 
countries on critical Mekong 
River Basin challenges and 
opportunities, further uplift 
the MRC as a world class 
river basin organisation, 
and maintain and build new 
partnerships to support the 
first two endeavours.” 

Dr Anoulak will oversee 
the implementation of the 
Mekong Basin Development 
Strategy 2021–2030 and 
MRC Strategic Plan 2021–
2025 as the Basin faces 
unprecedented challenges 
from climate change and 
erratic water flows. 

Dr Anoulak’s most recent 
position from 2016 as the 
MRC’s Chief Strategy and 
Partnership Officer until his 
appointment as CEO places 
him in a strong position 
to deepen engagement 
between MRC member 
countries, dialogue partners, 
development partners and 
other stakeholders. 

He also served as Team 
Leader  of  the  former 
Basin Development Plan 
Programme at the MRC 
Secretariat from 2012 to 
2016, where he led a team of 
riparian professional staff, 
support staff, international 

Lao national takes up post as 
MRC Chief Executive Officer

advisors and consultants 
that implemented a US$14 
million programme. 

His work has been 
recognised with several 
global and regional leadership 
awards or nominations, 
including from the World 
Economic Forum and French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

He is a graduate of 
A u s t r a l i a n  N a t i o n a l 
University with a Bachelor 
in International Relations, 
Commerce and Finance. 
He also holds a Master 
of Philosophy in Political 
Science and a Doctorate 
in Political and Economic 
Development, both obtained 
from the City University of 
New York. 

He is the co-author of 
two books, River Basin 
Organisations in Water 
Diplomacy, and Small 
Countries, Big Diplomacy, as 
well as several articles on water 
diplomacy and international 
relations, about the Mekong, 
Asean and UN affairs.  The 
Mekong River Commission 
is an intergovernmental 
organisat ion that  was 
established in 1995 for 
regional dialogue and 
cooperation in the Lower 
Mekong River Basin. 

Dr Anoulak Kittikhoun.

Times Reporters 

The National Taskforce for 
Covid-19 Prevention and 
Control on Monday warned 
the public to continue to 
take precautions and follow 
the rules on Covid control.

An official speaking 
on behalf of the taskforce 
said “The number of new 
Covid cases in Laos and 
neighbouring countries 
cont inues  to  r i se  and 
we  have  t o  ma in t a in 
virus control measures, 
especially with regard to 
at-risk groups such as the 
elderly and those with an 
underlying disease.”

T h e  Wo r l d  H e a l t h 
O rg a n i s a t i o n  ( W H O ) 
advises everyone to get 
vaccinated as soon as 
possible and to stay at least 
one metre away from other 
people, even if they don’t 
appear to be unwell. 

In general, it is best to 
avoid crowds and close 
contact and wear a properly 
fitted mask, especially 
in places where physical 
distancing is not possible 
and in poorly ventilated 
settings.

It is also important to 
clean your hands frequently 
with alcohol-based hand rub 
or soap and water.

WHO suggests covering 
your mouth and nose with a 
bent elbow or tissue when 
you cough or sneeze and 
disposing of used tissues 
immediately. 

O n  M o n d a y ,  t h e 
taskforce reported 602 new 
cases of Covid and two 
more deaths from the virus.

Of the new cases, 597 
were transmitted within 
Laos while five imported 
cases were identified in 
Vientiane.

The new cases were 
detected among 4,272 
samples tested over the 
previous 24 hours.

The two Covid-related 
deaths were recorded in 
Vientiane.

Of  the  new cases , 
Vientiane recorded the 
highest number with 129, 
followed by the provinces 
of Xayaboury with 119 new 
infection, Borikhamxay 
77,  Vientiane 50, Xieng 
Khuang 39, Attapeu 29, 
and Saravan 26.

Another 23 cases were 
reported in Khammuan, 
21 in Oudomxay, 16 in 
Luang Prabang, 14 in Luang 
Namtha, 13 in Phongsaly, 
and 10 in Champassak.

Xekong reported 8 new 
cases, Bokeo 8, Xaysomboun 
7, Savannakhet 6, and 
Huaphan 4.

To date, 125,333 Covid 

Authorities warn the public to 
follow the rules on Covid control

cases have been recorded 
in Laos, including 497 
people who have died after 
contracting the virus.

P e o p l e  w h o  h a v e 
symptoms of Covid-19, such 
as a temperature higher than 
37C, a cough, sore throat 
and shortness of breath, 
or have recently had close 
contact with a Covid patient, 
are strongly advised to get 
tested for the virus.

Tests are available at 
provincial and district 
hospitals as well as at 
specific locations designated 
by the Covid taskforce.

In Vientiane, tests are 
available at district and 
main hospitals, as well as at 
mobile testing units.

Tests are also available 
at the Beungkhayong Indoor 
Sports Centre in Sisattanak 
district between 9am and 
11:30am.

who appeared to be under 
the influence of drugs, was 
attacking other villagers 
with a knife. 

L o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s 
teamed up with officials 
in Phongwat village to try 
to capture the man but he 
continued to be violent and 
stabbed a villager and a 
security official.

Village security officials 
tried to forcibly detain him 
but he attacked an official 
with the knife. The official 
fired three shots from an 

AK rifle into the air in an 
attempt to scare the man, 
but he again rushed at him 
with a knife.

Trying to deter the man 
a second time, the official 
fired another shot into 
the pavement. The bullet 
ricocheted off the ground 
and struck the knifeman, 
killing him instantly.

Police said the man was 
a known amphetamine user 
and had been sent to the 
local drug treatment centre 
four times previously. 
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A m o n g  t h e 
n a t u r a l  w o n d e r s  a r e 
Khonphapheng, Tad Fan, 
Somphamit Waterfall Park 
and Tad Yeuang waterfalls, 
with activities ranging from 
trekking and ziplining to 
rest and recuperation in the 
lap of nature. Visitors can 
also enjoy produce from the 
Bolaven Plateau, including 
i ts  famed coffee.  The 
province has been named by 

the government as a green 
travel zone, meaning that 
tourists may visit the area 
now that Laos has reopened 
its doors to visitors after 
travel restrictions have 
been lifted.

Places designated as 
green travel zones must 
have a population that is 
70-80 percent vaccinated 
against Covid, while 95 
percent of service providers 

must also be vaccinated.
For travel in green zones, 

tourists must book hotels 
that have been approved by 
LaoSafe as well as show a 
vaccination certificate.

It  is hoped that the 
Lao Thiao Laos tourism 
campaign wi l l  a t t rac t 
at least 1.9 million Lao 
visitors and more than 1 
million foreign visitors 
this year.

Tad Yeuang waterfall receives... FROM PAGE 1

C o o p e r a t i o n  w i l l 
strengthen the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry’s 
agricultural production to 
meet the increasing demand 
for fresh produce both in 
Laos and for export.

The ministry recently 
stressed the need to urgently 
fulfil the national agenda and 

the resolutions on the five-
year agricultural, forestry 
and rural development plan 
for 2021-2025. Laos’ main 
export markets are China, 
Thailand, Vietnam, and the 
European Union.

The government has 
predicted that the agriculture 
sector will grow by 2.8 

Agriculture ministry partners... FROM PAGE 1

percent this year, so long as 
there are no more extreme 
weather events.

Experts on agricultural 
production say there is 
increasing demand for quality 
agricultural produce from 
international markets, so there 
are export opportunities for 
Laos’ agricultural products. 

Times Reporters
 
L a o  a n d  Vi e t n a m e s e 
officials have signed three 
cooperation agreements in 
the sectors of education, 
sports, and human resource 
development.

Representatives of the 
two governments signed 
the agreements during an 
official visit to Vietnam 
from January 8-10, led by 
Prime Minister Phankham 
Viphavanh.

Minister of Education 
and Sports, Associate Prof. 
Dr Phout Simmalavong, 
signed the agreements on 
behalf of Laos.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Education and Sports daily 
newspaper published by the 
Ministry of Education and 
Sports, the agreements cover 
three areas of cooperation.

The first is the Annual 
Cooperation Plan for 2022 
between Laos’ Ministry 

of Education and Sports 
and Vietnam’s Ministry of 
Education and Training, 
which aims to enhance the 
quality and effectiveness of 
Laos-Vietnam cooperation 
in the field of education 
a n d  h u m a n  r e s o u r c e 
development from 2011-
2030. The two sides also 
signed an agreement on the 
construction of research 
and training centres at the 
National University of 
Laos and Vietnam National 
University.

The third agreement 
relates to the construction of 
a school for ethnic children 
in Khammuan province, 
to be carried out between 
Laos’ Ministry of Education 
and Sports and Quang Binh 
province in Vietnam.

In addition, Lao athletes 
will train in Vietnam for 
three months in preparation 
for the 31st South-East 
Asian (SEA) Games to be 

Laos, Vietnam ink agreements 
on education development

hosted by Vietnam in May.
In  2020 ,  Laos  and 

Vietnam also signed an 
agreement on the education 
cooperation strategy plan 
for 2021-2030.

The  two  s ides  a r e 
cooperating in education 
a n d  h u m a n  r e s o u r c e 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w i t h  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  f o c u s  o n 
improving educational 
infrastructure in Laos.

T h e  V i e t n a m e s e 
government has provided 
more than 1,000 scholarships 
for Lao students and officials 
to study in Vietnam.

These  scholarsh ips 
have supported students in 
various fields and enabled 
them to study for bachelor 
degrees and higher courses, 
and take short-term training 
courses. Vietnam provides 
scholarships to Lao students 
and officials every year 
through various educational 
institutions and ministries.

Associate Prof. Dr Phout Simmalavong (left) shakes hands with a Vietnamese official after 
signing agreements.

Phetphoxay Sengpaseuth 

Laos wil l  continue to 
work with development 
partners to create a network 
of migrant workers and 
encourage safe and fair 
migration in Laos and across 
the region under the Triangle 
in Asean project. 

Tr i a n g l e  i n  A s e a n 
delivers technical assistance 
with the overall goal of 
maximising the contribution 
of labour migration to 
equitable, inclusive and stable 
growth in the Asean region.

The direct beneficiaries 
are policymakers who 
will be better equipped 
to identify,  adopt and 
implement policies and 
programmes that improve 
social protection, maximise 
the economic and social 
benefits of migration and 
increase labour mobility 
opportunities, particularly 
among women in Laos and 
the region.

Coopera t ion  in  the 
network of migrant workers 
under Triangle in Asean 
is part of the International 
Labour Organisation’s 
(ILO) worldwide efforts 

to maximise the benefits 
and minimise the risks of 
labour migration for all 
those involved.

Deputy Director General 
of the Department of Labour 
Skill Development and 
Employment under the Lao 
Ministry of Labour and 
Social Welfare, Mrs Vanny 
Keoxayavong, discussed the 
issue at a meeting to review 
and share lessons learned 
from activities that promote 
safe and indirect migration 
under the Triangle in Asean 
project. 

She asked participants 
to share their opinions and 
experiences in order to 
learn lessons and improve 
future operations for greater 
success, and thanked the 

Laos backs safe worker 
migration within Asean 

ILO for its support and 
assistance.

The Triangle in Asean 
scheme aims to promote 
both bilateral and regional 
approaches to deal with 
shared concerns, make 
regionalism more effective, 
and enhance the capacity of 
Asean institutions. 

The beneficiaries of the 
project are the estimated 
six million women and 
men migrant  workers 
within the Asean region 
who will  benefit  from 
improved social protection 
mechanisms and increased 
economic and social benefits 
from migration, together 
with increased mobility 
opportunities as a result of 
regional frameworks and 
initiatives that are inclusive, 
e ff ic ien t  and  gender-
responsive. 

The Lao government has 
expressed its commitment 
to strengthening labour 
policies and measures to 
improve occupational safety 
and health in the workplace 
and facilitate safe and fair 
work opportunities and 
conditions when the Covid 
pandemic ends.

Mrs Vanny Keoxayavong.

Phetphoxay Sengpaseuth 

Health authorit ies are 
d is t r ibut ing Covid-19 
vaccines to target groups 
in all provinces in a bid to 
vaccinate as many people as 
possible and boost immunity 
countrywide. 

Head of the Vaccine 
P r e v e n t a b l e  D i s e a s e 
Division under the Ministry 
of Health, Dr Kongxay 
Phounphenghack,  told 
Vientiane Times that the 
division is aiming to provide 
vaccinations quickly and 
efficiently, hoping to make 
steady progress in protecting 
everyone against Covid.

“ We  h a v e  e n o u g h 
vaccine to meet the needs 
of communities throughout 
the country. Each type of 
vaccine has a set expiry date 
and must be used before 
that time, so we want to 
ensure that our stocks are 
used quickly and none goes 
to waste,” Dr Kongxay said.

T h e  A s t r a Z e n e c a , 
Sinopharm and some other 
types of vaccine are currently 
being distributed across 
the country. But the Pfizer 
vaccine is not being offered 
in rural locations because it 
must be stored at a very low 
temperature and there are no 
refrigerated trucks in which to 
transport it. The vaccination 
programme is running 
smoothly because there are 
enough staff to support the 
rollout and it is hoped the 
goal to vaccinate 80 percent 
of the population by the end 
of 2022 will be achieved, Dr 
Kongxay said.

“Health officials are able 
to handle the challenge of 
vaccinating everyone in 
Laos,” he added.

The priority groups for 
vaccination are children aged 
12-17, people aged 60 and 
over, people with underlying 
health conditions, and 
pregnant women.

Another Ministry of 

Covid vaccination rollout 
speeds up in provinces

Health official said “I am 
hopeful that widespread 
vaccination will alleviate the 
challenges brought about by 
Covid-19 for local people 
and that they can obtain the 
necessary hygiene supplies 
as well as accessing vaccine.” 

Last year vaccine was 
provided to 2 percent of the 
population in each province, 
but is now being delivered in 
sufficient quantities to meet 
everyone’s needs. 

Provincial authorities have 
been asked to estimate the 
number of doses required 
and submit the figures to the 
Ministry of Health, which 
will then supply the requisite 
amount.

As of January 17, 63.37 
percent of the eligible 
population had received a 
first dose of a Covid vaccine, 
while 51.96 percent had been 
given two doses, according 
to the National Taskforce 
for Covid-19 Prevention and 
Control.

Members of the 
public receive 

Covid vaccinations.
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Pandemic affects exports 
from Xayaboury

Translated by Meuangkham Noradeth

Xienghon district of Xayaboury province did not achieve its target for exports last year 
because of the Covid-19 outbreak.

Agricultural products and animals were the main exports of Xienghon last year, said 
the head of the Industry and Commerce office of the district, Mr Symeuang Inthavong.

In 2021, Xienghon exported 216,077 tonnes of goods worth more than 140 billion 
kip to many districts, provinces and foreign countries, he added.

The export of agricultural products and animals from Xienghon had decreased when 
compare to the figures for 2020 because China imposed strict measures to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19. This made it difficult for traders to export goods, said Mr Symeuang.

He said a lot of capital is needed to import materials needed to produce goods in the 
district and entrepreneurs had decreased production.

Xienghon has set a target of exporting 230,000 tonnes of goods worth more than 160 
billion kip during 2022, said Mr Symeuang.

The government is supporting exporting and this makes it convenient for 
entrepreneurs, he said, adding that district officials have backed villagers for growing 
commercial crops so that they can earn a higher income and have a better life.

--Pasaxon, January 13

Khammuan has 169 irrigation projects
Khammuan province has 169 irrigation projects that can currently support the growing 
of wet and dry season crops.

The deputy head of the irrigation section of Khammuan, Mr Bouakham Choummany, 
said in the province had a total of 229 irrigation projects but only 169 projects are 
currently operational.

In 2016, the irrigation systems could provide water for dry season crops on 9,000 
hectares and this figure increased to 13,000 hectares in 2021, he added.

In 2016, the irrigation systems could provide water for rainy season crops on 19,500 
hectares and this figure increased to 23,000 hectares in 2021, Mr Bouakham said.

In 2022, Khammuan has prepared 143 irrigation projects to provide water for dry 
season crops on 12,883 hectares, he added.

Mr Bouakham said Khammuan has received assistance from the government for 
many projects and the area used for growing dry season rice had increased.

He said there are several factors hampering the production of crops by the people in 
Khammuan, including natural disasters, pests, the high price of imported fertilisers and 
some old irrigation system projects that had been built since 1997.

--Pasaxon, January 14

Official in Xekong earns money from 
growing crops and rearing animals

Growing crops and rearing animals helped an official of Thataeng district in Xekong 
province to earn a higher income and overcome poverty.

Mrs Davanh Keomixay is an official at the Planning and Investment office of 
Thataeng, and she has become a model for using her free time to grow crops and rear 
animals in order to earn more money.

Initially, Mrs Davanh used her free time to grow cassava and rear animals for sale. 
She earned about five million kip a year but this was not enough to help improve her 
family’s living conditions.

She then started rearing cows, buffaloes and pigs and began growing cassava and 
beans on four hectares.

Mrs Davanh said the yield was of good quality and her family earned more than 70 
million kip a year by selling crops and animals.

Now, Mrs Davanh’s family has overcome poverty and become a model for others in 
Thataeng district.

She said that in the future, her family will continue growing vegetables and rearing 
animals, and if she has enough funds, she will get more land for her activities.

--Laophattananews.com, January 15

The newly appointed Ambassador of Hungary to Laos, Mr Byambasuren Jamsran, 
on Monday meets Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Planning and Investment, 
Dr Sonexay Siphandone, to discuss future areas of cooperation, particularly tourism, 
investment and trade.

The newly appointed Japanese Ambassador to Laos, Mr Kenichi Kobayashi, on Monday 
meets Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Planning and Investment, Dr Sonexay 
Siphandone, to discuss future areas of cooperation.

Vice President of the National Assembly Mr Khambay Damlath and Assembly members 
on Saturday visit farming families in Thakhaek district, Khammuan province. Farmers 
in the area harvest about 56 tonnes of rambutan and other fruit each year.

The owner of a shop in Vientiane, Mr Keonilan Vongvilay (left), and members of his 
family who sell Lomakham drinking water give bottles of the water to the Editor-
in-Chief of Lao Press in Foreign Languages (publisher of the Vientiane Times), Mr 
Thonglor Duangsavanh (second right), for use by the newspaper’s staff. 
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World
World news in brief  

countries are tightening 
or retightening their anti-
pandemic measures to fight 
with record highs of daily 
infections.

In Asia, India’s election 
commission on Saturday 
extended a ban on public 
rallies and roadshows in 
the five poll-bound states 
by a week in the wake of 
an increase in cases.

T h e  p o l l  p a n e l , 
however, also granted some 
relaxations to political 
parties in the five states, 
where assembly elections 
will be held in up to seven 
phases from Feb 10 until 
March 7.

The country reported 
271,202 new cases in the 
previous 24 hours,  i ts 
highest daily count in eight 
months, the federal health 
ministry said on Sunday. 
Meanwhile, the country’s 
Omicron tally has reached 
7,743, with an increase of 
28.2 percent since Saturday.

Japan reported 25,742 
new cases on Saturday, 
surpassing 25,000 for 
the first time since Aug 
26, according to a tally 
based on data from local 
governments across the 
country.

50-fold rise
The highest daily figure 

in the country appeared on 
Aug 20 with 25,992, about 
two weeks after the Tokyo 
Olympics ended amid the 
country’s worst period in 
the fifth wave of infections.

In the past two weeks 
the daily count has risen 
50-fold.

Indones ia  r epor ted 

1 , 0 5 4  n e w  c a s e s  o n 
Saturday, the highest daily 
increase in three months, 
overwhelming medical 
facilities.

However,  Bambang 
Wibowo,  chai rman of 
the Indonesian Hospital 
Assoc ia t ion ,  sa id  the 
country can cope with the 
third wave of the virus 
as long as the number 
of patients who must be 
treated does not exceed the 
capacity of hospital beds 
and medical workers.

In the hardest-hit United 
States, the US Centres 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention has updated 
its guidance on masks for 
the public, recommending 
the use of N95 and KN95 
masks because they offer 
the best protection against 
COVID-19.

Also, US citizens will 
be able to request free rapid 
coronavirus tests from 
the federal government 
beginning on Wednesday, 
but the tests will take seven 
to 12 days to arrive, officials 
have said.

“The delay in accepting 
orders  and the  lag in 
shipping mean that people 
are unlikely to receive the 
free tests until the end of 
January at the earliest,” The 
New York Times said.

Omicron is posing a 
dire situation for migrants 
inside the US, the number 
o f  i n f e c t i o n s  a m o n g 
immigrants detained at US 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement detention 
centres rising 520 percent 
since the start of the year.

Experts fret over... FROM PAGE 1

North Korea probably 
fired ballistic missile - 
Japan Coast Guard
TOKYO (Tass) -- DPRK 
on Monday launched what 
could be a ballistic missile 
toward the Sea of Japan, 
Japan Coast Guard said.
The agency has warned the 
fishing vessels in the area 
about potential danger and 
told them to avoid coming 
close to missile debris if 
they are found.
South Korean military said 
an unidentified projectile 
had been fired, Yonhap 
reported.
This is Pyongyang’s fourth 
missile launch this year.

Cambodia’s Asean 
chairmanship stumbles 
over Myanmar discord
JAKARTA (The Jakarta 
Post/ANN) -- Cambodia 
has begun its year-long 
Asean chairmanship with 
the postponement of a 
high-level meeting amid 
a polarising debate over 
Myanmar's representation in 
Asean, nearly a year since 
a military coup brought 
protracted instability to the 
country. While Cambodia 
initially expressed 
confidence that it would be 
the first country to host an 
in-person Asean meeting 
since the start of COVID-19 
pandemic, the country 
announced last week that it 
had postponed the foreign 
ministerial retreat, ostensibly 
because a number of 
ministers would have been 
unable to travel to the venue.   

TOKYO (China Daily/ANN) 
-- The tsunami threat around 
Pacific countries was abating 
on Sunday but the extent of 
damage remained unknown 
in Tonga, where a huge 
underwater volcano erupted 
the previous day and triggered 
tsunamis that flooded Pacific 
coastlines from Japan to the 
United States, prompting 
hundreds of thousands of 
people to evacuate.

The capital of Tonga, 
N u k u ’ a l o f a  s u f f e r e d 
“significant” damage, New 
Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern said on 
Sunday, adding there had been 
no reports of injury or death 
but that a full assessment 
was not yet possible with 
communication lines down.

Ardern cited a damaged 
undersea cable as one 

reason for difficulties in 
communicating with Tonga. 
“The tsunami has had a 
significant impact on the 
foreshore on the northern 
side of Nuku’alofa, with boats 
and large boulders washed 
ashore,” Ardern said after 
communicating with the New 
Zealand embassy in Tonga.

“Nuku’alofa is covered in 
a thick film of volcanic dust 
but otherwise conditions are 
calm and stable.”

The volcano, about 
65 kilometres north of 
Nuku’alofa, erupted on 
Saturday afternoon. Tonga 
Geological Services said 
plumes reached more than 
19.3 kilometres above sea 
level, with satellite images 
showing the huge plume 
of ash, steam and gas the 
eruption caused.

Battered Tonga at the centre 
of Pacific tsunami alert

As a result, tsunami 
warnings were in force for 
all Pacific countries after the 
eruption. The Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Centre in Hawaii 
said tsunamis of up to about 
80 centimetres high were 
observed in Tonga.

High waves triggered
The eruption triggered 

tsunamis reached about 1.4 
metres in Vanuatu, about 
3 metres in Japan, over 
one-metre high in Alaska 
and California and even 
80 centimetres high on the 
coast of Peru, about 10,000 
kilometres from Tonga.

Footage from local TV 
showed seawater gushing into 
a coastal town in Peru, where 
the water rose above knee level, 
and some people were clinging 
to pillars to stop themselves 
from being swept away.

Tongan geologists aboard a ship watch the eruption of Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai volcano 
in Tonga.

LONDON (China Daily/
ANN) -- All sectors of the 
United Kingdom’s economy 
expanded s t rongly  in 
November, but experts say the 
Omicron strain of the novel 
coronavirus is likely to have 
taken a toll since then.

Latest data from the Office 
for National Statistics, or 
ONS, shows the UK economy 

bounced back above pre-
COVID-19 levels for the 
first time as output rose 0.9 
percent between October and 
November.

Reuters news agency 
noted that the figures were 
higher than the 0.4 percent 
forecast by economists it had 
polled.

In a news release, the ONS 

UK economy returns to its pre-COVID level during November

said that easing supply chain 
disruptions along with robust 
consumer demand boosted 
growth, with increasing 
momentum seen across all 
industries.

In comments released on 
Twitter, ONS chief economist 
Grant Fitzner said: “The 
economy grew strongly in the 
month before Omicron struck, 

Workers cross London Bridge, with the City of London financial district seen behind, during 
the morning rush-hour, as the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) lockdown guidelines imposed 
by British government encourage working from home, in London, Britain.

with architects, retailers, 
couriers, and accountants 
having a bumper month.

“Cons t ruc t ion  a l so 
recovered from several 
weak months, as many raw 
materials became easier to 
get hold of.

“This meant that monthly 
GDP exceeded its pre-
pandemic level for the first 
time in November.”

But GDP is likely to have 
taken a hit in December as 
the Omicron variant spread 
worldwide, said the ONS.

Sky News reported that the 
loss of momentum will likely 
have extended into January 
as companies are reporting 
staff absences and consumers 
remain cautious about going 
out to the shops because of the 
highly infectious strain.

The variant’s impact 
means the positive trend 
will likely be reversed in 
December, Samuel Tombs, 
chief UK economist at 
Pantheon Macroeconomics, 
told the Financial Times.

“GDP almost certainly 
dropped in December, as 
households hunkered down 
in response to the Omicron 
variant,” said Tombs.

GDP rose to 0.7 percent 
above its level in February 
2020, before the first 
COVID-19 restrictions came 
into place, said the ONS.

The government remains 
under pressure to support 
the economy, as consumers 
and businesses face rising 
inflation, energy price hikes 
and tax rises, said the British 
Chambers of Commerce in 
response to the latest ONS 
figures. In a news release, 
Suren Thiru ,  head of 
economics at the Chambers, 
said: “While the UK economy 
should rebound once Plan B 
measures are lifted, surging 
inflation and persistent supply 
chain disruption may mean 

that the UK’s economic 
growth prospects remain 
under pressure for much 
of 2022. “The government 
must do all it can to support 
the economy through this 
challenging period.”

In comments posted on 
Twitter, the chancellor of 
the exchequer, Rishi Sunak, 
said the government would 
continue to support the 
economy, including through 
grants, loans and tax reliefs 
for businesses.

He said: “It’s amazing to 
see the size of the economy 
back to pre-pandemic levels 
in November-a testament to 
the grit and determination of 
the British people.”
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(The Korea Herald/ANN) 
-- South Korea’s Air Force 
said Monday it will resume 
the operation of its combat 
aircraft suspended after a 
pilot died earlier this month 
following the sudden crash 
of an F-5E fighter.

The  a rmed  se rv ice 
said the operation of its 
warplanes, except for F-5Es 
and F-35As, will resume in 

phases, starting at noon.
Since the fatal crash last 

week, the Air Force has run 
only essential assets, such as 
reconnaissance planes.

The F-5E crashed into 
a mountain in Hwaseong, 
some 40 kilometres south of 
Seoul, on Tuesday, minutes 
after taking off from an Air 
Force base in the nearby city 
of Suwon. The pilot with the 

Air Force to resume flights suspended 
in the wake of F-5E crash

rank of captain tried to eject 
but failed.

An  F-35A je t  a l so 
made an emergency belly 
landing on Jan. 4, although 
the pilot remained safe. A 
preliminary joint probe by 
South Korea and the United 
States showed that a bird 
strike on the left engine 
intake of the fighter caused 
the accident.

Military officials check the wreckage of an F-5E fighter on a hill in Hwaseong, about 40 
kilometres south of Seoul, where the plane belonging to the Air Force’s 10th Combat 
Squadron crashed right after takeoff at 1:44 pm last Tuesday.

LOS ANGELES, California 
(Xinhua) -- Dozens of freight 
cars are broken into every day 
on railways in Los Angeles by 
thieves who take advantage 
of the trains’ stops to loot 
packages bought online, 
leaving thousands of gutted 
boxes and products that never 
reach their destinations.

Many major US mail 
order and courier companies 
such as Amazon, Target, UPS 
and FedEx are being hit by the 
thefts, which have exploded 
in recent months, according 
to the tags that reporters of 
Agence France-Presse found 
on a track near the city center 
on Friday. The sea of debris 
left behind included items that 
the thieves apparently thought 
were not worth taking.

The thieves wait until 
the long freight trains are 
immobilised on the tracks 
and then climb onto the 
freight containers, whose 
locks they break with the 
help of bolt cutters. They then 
help themselves to parcels, 
ditching any products that are 
difficult to move or re-sell, or 
are of too little value, such as 
COVID-19 test kits, furniture 
or medications.

The rail company Union 
Pacific has had a 160 percent 
rise in the thefts in Los Angeles 
County since December 2020.

“In October 2021 alone 

the increase was 356 percent 
compared with October 
2020,” Union Pacific said in 
a letter to local authorities.

The increase in looting 
has been accompanied by a 
rise in “assaults and armed 
robberies of Union Pacific 
employees performing their 
duties moving trains”, the 
letter said. According to 
company figures, more than 
90 containers were vandalised 
every day on average in Los 
Angeles County in the last 
three months of the year.

Combating the trend
To combat the trend, 

Union Pacific says it has 
strengthened surveillance 
measures, including using 
drones and other detection 
systems, and recruited more 
security staff for its tracks 

Freight trains targeted for plunder
and convoys. Police and 
security agents arrested more 
than 100 people in the last 
three months of the year for 
“trespassing and vandalising 
“Union Pacific trains.

“While criminals are 
being caught and arrested, 
charges are reduced to a 
misdemeanor or petty offense, 
and the person is back on the 
streets in less than 24 hours 
after paying a nominal fine,” a 
spokesman for Union Pacific 
said. “In fact, criminals boast 
to our officers that there is no 
consequence.”

Union Pacific wrote to 
the Los Angeles County 
attorney’s office at the end 
of last month, asking it to 
reconsider a leniency policy 
introduced for such offenses 
at the end of 2020.

People scavenge for items on Friday on railway tracks 
littered with the remains of items stolen from passing 
freight trains in Los Angeles, California.
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The Joint Development 
Bank (JDB) on Friday 
held  a  ceremony 

to announce that Bitqik 
Company Limited had been 
given approval in principle 
to hold a Crypto Exchange 
Business Licence after 
an agreement in principle 
had been granted for a 
cryptocurrencies exchange 
platform by the Bank of the 
Lao PDR.

The ceremony took place 
at the JDB Headquarters 
in  Vient iane and was 
attended by the Governor of 
the Bank of the Lao PDR, 
Mr Sonexay Sithphaxay, 
Chairman of JDB’s Board 
of Directors, Mr Ekaphanh 
Phapithack, representatives 
of government bodies, and 
the boards of management 
of JDB, Bitqik Company 
Limited and SMG Group 
Sole Co., Ltd. 

D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l 
of the Payment Systems 

Department at the Bank of 
the Lao PDR, Mr Soulysak 
Thamnuvong,  who on 
behalf  of the research 
committee reported the 
results of research and 
selection at the ceremony, 
more than 30 businesses 

had submitted proposals 
to launch cryptocurrency 
trading services.

With due consideration 
o f  t h e  t e r m s  o f 
cryptocurrencies trading 
trials, only two licensed 
crypto exchange platforms 

Bank of the Lao PDR gives green light to JDB to launch cryptocurrency service

Representatives of government bodies, the boards of management of JDB, Bitqik Company Limited and SMG Group Sole 
Co., Ltd. attend the launch ceremony.

were given authority to 
operate in Laos, namely 
Bitqik Company Limited 
under the SMG Group 
Sole Co., Ltd. and JDB, 
whi le  the  second is  a 
joint  venture  between 
the AIF Group and the 

Phongsubthavy Group.
S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 

ceremony, Chairman of 
JDB’s Board of Directors, 
Mr Ekaphanh Phapithack, 
sa id  that  se t t ing up a 
c o m p a n y  t o  p r o v i d e 
cryptocurrency trading 

services is an opportunity 
to turn crisis into advantage 
by attracting money into 
Laos, contributing to the 
country’s development, 
and paying profit tax to the 
government.

Governor of the Bank 
o f  t h e  L a o  P D R ,  M r 
Sonexay Sithphaxay, said 
that proper action must 
be taken to operate in 
accordance with the rules 
and conditions set by the 
government.

This is a new step by 
Lao investors to establish 
a cryptocurrency trading 
platform legally, under 
audit  and management 
from the government, to 
ensure that investors are 
not at risk of being lied to.

It also enables people 
to invest with confidence 
in ways that the kip and 
other currencies, using a 
crypto platform via the 
banking system, can be 
conveniently traded in the 
very near future.

Times Reporters 

The Lao Coffee Association (LCA) 
is worried about a steep decline in 
coffee production and a gradual 
increase in prices of the commodity.

The volume of production is 
continually decreasing, especially 
when compared to the figures for 
the past decade. According to an 
update unveiled by the LCA, coffee 
production may drop from 50,000 
tonnes a year during 2005-06 to 
20,000 tonnes a year in 2022.

The decline in production is 

Declining coffee production in Laos needs urgent attention: LCA

The Advisor to the Lao Coffee Association 
(LCA), Mr Sisanouk Sisombath (left), briefed 
media representatives last Friday on the 
latest updates on coffee prices in the local 
and global markets. 

worrisome for coffee 
producers, who fear the 
trend coffee could continue 
in the coming years. 

Faced with this fresh 
challenge, the Advisor to 
the LCA, Mr Sisanouk 
Sisombath, who is also 
the President of the 
Sinouk Group, met media 
representatives last Friday 
to provide an update 
on coffee prices and 
production in Laos and on 
the global markets.

During the meeting 
with a media group led by 
the President of the Lao 
Journalists’ Association, 

Mr Savankhone Razamountry, Mr 
Sisanouk said the price of green 
coffee has seen a threefold increase 
when compared to the figures for the 
past 10 years.

“At the same time, the production 
of coffee has continued to decline 
in the local and global markets,” 
he said, adding there were several 
reasons for the plunge in production. 
Climate change and the invasion of 
insects are among these factors.

Mr Sisanouk said the LCA had 
recorded coffee production of more 

than 50,000 tonnes per year during 
2005-06, whereas the figure for 2021 
was more than 30,000 tonnes.

“In 2022, it is forecast to be only 
20,000 tonnes. It is a big shock for 
the Lao coffee industry to experience 
such a continuous decline in annual 
production,” he said.

The price of green coffee 
(Robusta) in Laos has jumped 
from 3,200 kip per kg to 9,300 
kip per kg due to the decline in 
production, while the the world’s 
largest coffee exporters, such as 
Brazil and Vietnam, also witnessed 
a decrease in production.

“The prices of Lao coffee 
are higher than the world prices, 
which is good for growers to make 
revenues. But the quality of the 
coffee bean will be lower when 
buyers are in a rush to buy beans for 
their processing factories,” he said.

Mr Sisanouk noted that the 
rising price of green coffee produces 
positive results for growers, but it 
may lead to a loss of the quality for 
Lao coffee products when growers 
are in a rush to sell their beans.

In December 2021, coffee 
prices reached a new multi-year 
high as the monthly average of the 
International Coffee Organization 

(ICO) composite indicator price 
broke through the 200 US cents/lb 
mark, averaging 203.06 US cents/lb. 

This marked an increase of 
4.0 percent when compared to the 
195.17 US cents/lb recorded in 
November 2021. 

The price levels during the coffee 
year 2021-22 have so far marked a 
return to the higher levels seen in 
2011.

As coffee prices continue to 
increase, intra-day volatility of 
the ICO composite indicator price 
increased by 0.6 percentage points 
to 10.1 percent in December 2021.

Exports of all forms of coffee in 
November 2021 totalled 9.25 million 
60-kg bags, down 12.4 percent 
in comparison 
t o  1 0 . 5 6 
million bags 
in November 
2020. 

In the first 
t w o  m o n t h 
of the coffee 
year 2021-22, 
the exports of 
South America 
d e c r e a s e d 
significantly 
by 24.4 percent 

to 9.67 million 60-kg bags, as 
compared to 12.79 million bags in 
October-November 2020. 

Estimates of the total production 
for coffee year 2020-21 were revised 
up marginally to 169.66 million 60-
kg bags, representing a 0.4 percent 
increase as compared to 169.00 
million bags during the previous 
coffee year.

Since January 2021, when the 
ICO composite indicator was at 
115.73 US cents/lb, an increase 
of 75.5 percent has been recorded 
till December 2021, when the 
average price reached a decade-
long high since September 2011, 
which averaged 213.04 US cents/lb, 
according to ICO’s reports.
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Times Reporters 

The Laos-China Railway 
Co., Ltd. this week began 
operating freight services at 
the newly-opened Vangvieng 
station, as part of its plans 
to use the railway as a main 
freight transporter.

There are now three 
freight stations in operation 
on the railway, namely 
Vientiane Tay, Nateuy 
and Vangvieng, with more 
planned in the future.

The freight station in 
Vangvieng connects with 
arterial Road No. 13 North, 
and also to the expressway 
which currently runs to 
Vientiane and in the future 
will extend all the way to the 
Chinese border.

The station has a container 
yard with two freight lanes, 
one of which can handle 18 
containers at a time while 

MANILA (Ph i l ipp ine 
Daily Inquirer/ANN) -- 
Although the Philippines 
showed improvement in its 
management of its COVID-19 
situation, analysts still see 
steep economic challenges 
with one think tank saying 
the country remains the 
most vulnerable among 56 
economies.

In a January 14 report, 
the London-based Oxford 
Economics said that compared 
with its assessment in October, 
“the biggest improvements 
were in Bangladesh, Egypt, 
New Zealand and the 
Philippines.”

But the Philippines’ 
vulnerability score at over 
5 in a scale where zero 
meant the least vulnerability  
remained the highest among 
the 56 advanced and emerging 
markets covered by the 
January 2022 assessment.

At the other end of the 
list was Norway, which was 
deemed the least vulnerable 
to the prolonged pandemic, 
according to the study by 
economists Gabriel Sterne 

the other can handle 11 
containers.

The yard can store a total 
of 420 containers.

The regulations require 
the owners of freight to be 
shipped to sign an agreement 
with the Laos-China Railway 
Co., Ltd. under which they 
are liable for the cost of 
transport.

They must also sign a 
safety agreement with respect 
to the transport of containers 
and another agreement 
concerning the entry and 
exit of freight through the 
container yard.

After the rail operator has 
received payment, the shipper 
or the owner of the goods 
can go to the container yard 
to complete the necessary 
documentation and pay taxes 
before receiving the freight.

Officials at Laos-China 
Railway Co., Ltd. say that 

Freight is loaded onto a train in Vangvieng district, Vientiane province.  

Railway freight transport 
kicks off in Vangvieng

since the railway opened at 
the beginning of December 
there has been high demand 
for freight transport between 
Vientiane and China, and 
there is a long waiting list of 
goods to be transported.

The main items shipped 
to China from Laos are 
rubber, rice, charcoal and 
iron ore, while in the other 
direction fertiliser, electrical 
components and equipment, 
mechanical equipment and 
frozen goods are shipped 
from China to Laos and 
Thailand.

As of January 12, some 
60,000 tonnes of freight had 
been carried on the railway.

The Laos-China Railway 
Co., Ltd. has promised to 
provide better services in the 
future, to speed up freight 
transport and contribute to 
Laos’ social and economic 
development.

and Yash Adwani.
Oxfo rd  Economics 

assigned a weight of 15 percent 
to health infrastructure, 19 
percent to health policy, 24 
percent to epidemiology and 
the biggest share of 42 percent 
to economic vulnerability.

It did not help that the 
Philippine economy relied 
much on the travel, tourism 
and hospitality sectors, which 
had a combined 13-percent 
share in the scorecard.

The tourism sector’s direct 
and indirect contributions 
accounted for about 25 
percent of the Philippines’ 
gross domestic product 
(GDP)—the largest in the 
region, Oxford Economics’ 
earlier estimates had shown.

T h e  P h i l i p p i n e 
government has estimated 
output losses of P3 billion per 
week under alert level 3 in 
areas accounting for at least 
half of the economy.

The view of the research 
arm of investment banking 
giant Goldman Sachs was not 
much different.

In a separate Jan. 14 

report, Goldman Sachs noted 
that the Omicron wave led to 
the highest level of pandemic 
case loads in Australia and the 
Philippines.

While Goldman Sachs 
projected Philippine GDP 
growth at 7.1 percent this 
year, it also remained Asia-
Pacific’s laggard in mass 
vaccination, with only 54 
percent of its population fully 
vaccinated as of January 13.

Government data showed 
that the unemployment 
rate fell to 6.5 percent in 
November 2021 the lowest 
since the start of the pandemic 
in March 2020.

Nonetheless, Goldman 
Sachs said that across Asia-
Pacific, Omicron’s impact will 
“likely be short-lived in much 
of the region with the early 
experience elsewhere (such 
as in South Africa, London 
and New York) suggesting a 
large 4 to 6 week wave that 
then subsides.

“This implies economic 
activity should largely 
normalise in the second 
quarter,” Goldman Sachs said.

Philippine economy still most 
vulnerable to COVID-19 – London-

based Oxford Economics
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(The Korea Herald/ANN) 
-- Though the pandemic 
has driven record-breaking 
profits for tech firms as 
d e m a n d  f o r  a t - h o m e 
leisure and communication 
hardware rises, it has also 
stoked a growing threat 
coming from patent trolls.

Companies specialising 
in exploiting patent rights 
have  been  buying  up 
intellectual property from 
firms struggling amid the 
pandemic and using it as 
ammunition against Korean 
firms.

The approach is often 
seen as a “file-and-settle” 
strategy, as their targets 
would often prefer to avoid 
fighting a time-consuming 
c o u r t  b a t t l e  a n d  t h e 
associated costs, even if 
they are likely to win the 
case.

As a result, they are 
set t l ing an increasing 
number of patent suits 
at an early stage of court 
proceedings, particularly in 
the United States, where the 
tech market is largest.

Of 809 patent suits closed 
over five years involving 
South Korean companies 
until March 2021, under 
which most of them were 
defendants, 72 percent were 
settled before or during 
pretrial procedures like 
discovery. Only 4 percent 
made it all the way to a 
court verdict, according to 
data compiled by the Korean 
Intellectual Property Office 
and the Korea Intellectual 
Property Protection Agency.

And  an  inc reas ing 
number of suits are being 
filed by nonperforming 
entities, which hold patents 
but do not use them to make 
products, instead seeking 
profit from others’ use of 
them.

The cost of going all 
out and losing the litigation 

Korean tech giants fall prey 
to patent trolling

could be immense for tech 
companies here, and that 
is before considering the 
damage to their image. LG 
Electronics was ordered 
to pay US$45 million, the 
largest jury award in the past 
five years, to nonperforming 
entity Mondis Technology.

In the six verdicts during 
the five-year period against 
Korean firms, they were 
ordered to pay an average of 
US$15 million, according to 
government data.

“Nonperforming entities 
rarely file a patent complaint 
against companies that suffer 
a business slowdown,” said 
Chung Yeun-dek, a professor 
at Konkuk University Law 
School.

“ D e f e n d a n t s  w i t h 
abundant cash will likely 
end up paying a settlement 
to nonperforming entities, 
while few plaintiffs are 
likely to go to greater 
lengths to make it to trial or 
reach a verdict.”

But settling the disputes 
with cash has its own 
problems, as it encourages 
more file-and-settle attempts 
targeting similar payouts, 
known colloquially as 
“patent trolling.”

Even former executives 
are joining forces with 
patent trolls to seek profit 
from such activities. Last 
week, ex-Samsung patent 
head Ahn Seung-ho was 
revealed to have worked 
with Staton Techiya, a US-
based nonperforming entity, 
to file a complaint against 
Samsung. According to the 
complaint filed in November 
2021, Synergy IP, founded 
by Ahn in 2020, has the 
exclusive right to sublicense 
10 patents owned by Staton 
Techiya.

Earlier this week, Ahn 
reportedly described the 
upcoming patent litigation 
as “a duty I’m tasked with.”

E x p e r t s  c l a i m  t h e 
COVID-19 pandemic acted 
as a catalyst for patent 
trolling activities as profits 
soar and trolls scoop up 
patents from distressed 
firms.

Since 2020, large Korean 
companies -- defined as 
those with over 5 trillion 
won (US$4.2 billion) in 
assets -- were more likely to 
fall prey to patent suits from 
nonperforming entities, 
according to data from 
Korean authorities.

F r o m  J a n u a r y  t o 
September last year, there 
were 153 patent cases 
where large companies 
like Samsung or LG were 
defendants in the patent 
filings, accounting for over 
90 percent of all cases filed 
against Korean entities. The 
figure approached that of the 
full year of 2020, at 160, and 
far outpaced 2019’s 112.

Also, during the first 
half of 2021, 86 percent of 
patent complaints against 
large Korean companies 
were filed by nonperforming 
entities, up from 75 percent 
in 2020 and 77 percent in 
2019, state data showed.

In particular, Samsung 
was the most- targeted 
defendant for US patent 
disputes in district courts 
during 2021, according 
to an estimate by risk 
management organisation 
Unified Patents earlier this 
month.

“ L a r g e  c o m p a n i e s 
with active exports to the 
US and a considerable 
amount of income from 
the US market will  be 
likely targeted by industry 
competitors and NPEs,” 
read a report compiled 
joint ly  by the Korean 
I n t e l l e c t u a l  P r o p e r t y 
Off ice  and  the  Korea 
I n t e l l e c t u a l  P r o p e r t y 
Protection Agency.
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(Global Times/BRNN) -- 
China’s iron ore imports 
may reach 90 million tonnes 
in January, which would 
represent a 5 percent month-
on-month increase, driven 
by stronger infrastructure 
investment, and Australia 
is likely to account for 60 
percent of those imports, 
becoming the biggest 
beneficiary, industry insiders 
said on Sunday.

Domestic steel prices have 
gradually rebounded over 
the past two months, with 
the main contract for rebar 
futures up nearly 10 percent, 
driven by plans to increase 
infrastructure spending. That 
reflects rising steel demand in 
China and signals more iron 
ore imports.

While commodity prices 
generally reached low ebb 
at the end of the year, the 
market for iron ore was an 
outlier - prices bottomed out 
and started a slow rebound 
starting in November.

As of Thursday, the 
Platts iron ore price index 
was US$128 per tonne, an 
increase of US$40.8 per tonne 
or 46.8 percent from the low 
point in November 2021.

Industry analysts said that 
rising iron ore prices reflect an 

expected pick-up in China’s 
infrastructure investment 
this year, especially as local 
government bond funds have 
become an important source 
of financing for infrastructure 
investment.

Recently, the Ministry 
of Finance announced a 

quota of 1.46 trillion yuan 
(US$229.8 billion) for new 
special-purpose debts in 2022 
in advance.

The early release of 
the new quota will allow 
“moderately advanced 
infrastructure investment” 
to obtain financial support, 

which will effectively play 
the role of infrastructure in 
underpinning the economy, 
according to the Beijing 
Lange Steel Information 
Research Center.

“The resumption of 
production in steel mills 
has driven the release of 

demand for raw materials… 
since December 2021... 
with the completion of 
production reduction work 
in many places, the trend of 
resumption of production 
in steel mills has emerged,” 
Wang Guoqing, research 
director at the Beijing Lange 

Steel Information Research 
Center, told the Global Times 
on Sunday.

Other overlapping factors, 
including heavy rains in 
Brazil affecting Vale, one 
of the world’s biggest iron 
ore miners, and the potential 
pandemic fallout in Western 
Austral ia  on iron ore 
production, may also support 
iron ore prices, Wang said.

The steel price is about 
4,600 yuan per tonne on 
Sunday, and it may even hit a 
record high for winter storage, 
according to media reports.

While rising demand is 
expected to optimise iron ore 
imports in January, elevated 
prices won’t last long, since 
the shipping and arrival 
volumes of imported iron 
ore remain fairly high, Wang 
said.

Expected production 
s u s p e n s i o n  a m i d  t h e 
upcoming Winter Olympic 
Games will also curb demand. 
According to the Beijing 
Lange Steel Information 
Research  Cen te r,  the 
implementation of staggered 
production measures to limit 
output by 30 percent in 
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei and 
surrounding areas will be 
significantly strengthened.

China’s infrastructure-driven steel price rise to lift 
imports of Australian ore in January

Strong infrastructure investment to lift demand for steel, imported iron ore.
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Times Reporters

The solidarity between the 
two Parties, States, armed 
forces and peoples of Laos 
and Vietnam will continue to 
yield successful results and 
bilateral defence cooperation 
wi l l  be  s t r eng thened 
effectively.

The Ministries of Public 
Secur i ty  of  Laos  and 
Vietnam have strengthened 
cooperation and deepened 
and consolidated the special 
friendship and solidarity 
between the two Parties, 
States and peoples.

This assessment was 
shared by both Lao Minister 
of Public Security General 
Vilay Lakhamfong and his 
Vietnamese counterpart 
General To Lam when they 
met for talks in Hanoi at the 
beginning of this month. 

G e n e r a l  V i l a y 
Lakhamfong expressed the 
hope that the ministries’ 
cooperation would develop 
further, helping to ensure 
social safety, order, security 
and stability.

General Lam observed that 
in 2021, despite complicated 
developments resulting from 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the two ministries had 
intensified their cooperation, 
ensuring national security 
and social order and safety, 
and had shared information 
relating to all kinds of crime, 
especially drug trafficking and 
transnational crime.

Vietnam helped train 280 
Lao officers, and provided 
medical equipment and 
supplies to support the Lao 
ministry’s fight against 
Covid-19.

In other areas, cooperation 
in education between the two 
neighbours has strengthened 
and there are currently over 
14,000 Lao nationals studying 
in Vietnam.

According to the Vietnam 
News, this year the two 
ministries will continue to 
coordinate in handling arising 
cases quickly so as not to let 
hostile forces and criminals 
harm the security and order 
of the two countries.

They will also seriously 
i m p l e m e n t  t h e  2 0 2 2 
Cooperat ion Plan and 
strengthen exchanges of 
information concerning issues 
of mutual concern, especially 
with regard to global and 
regional situations that affect 
security and order.

The two sides wil l 
effect ively implement 
international treaties and 
agreements to which they 
are signatories; accelerate 
negotiations towards the 
signing of an agreement 
on extradition, and another 

Lao, Vietnamese public security 
ministries reaffirm cooperation

on the mutual protection 
and exchange of classified 
information between the two 
Governments; and support 
each other at world and 
regional forums in ensuring 
security, peace and stability 
in the region and the world 
as well as in the fight against 
crime.

They will cooperate 
to effectively carry out 
activities to celebrate the 
Year of Friendship and 
Solidarity between the two 
countries in 2022, as well as 
the 60th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations and the 45th 
anniversary of the signing of 
the Vietnam-Laos Treaty of 
Friendship and Cooperation.

Concluding the talks, the 
two ministers witnessed the 
signing of several cooperation 
documents between various 
units of the ministries.

They later co-chaired a 
ceremony to present Lao state 
orders to 16 collectives and 41 
individuals of the Vietnamese 
Ministry of Public Security 
to mark the 75th anniversary 
of the Vietnamese people’s 
public security forces (August 
19, 1945-2020).

In addition, President 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc hosted 
a reception in Hanoi for 

General Vilay Lakhamfong, 
during which he expressed 
appreciation of the latter’s 
efforts to promote the special 
and precious traditional ties 
between the two Parties and 
States, including between 
their ministries of public 
security.

Stressing the great 
friendship, special solidarity, 
a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
cooperation between Vietnam 
and Laos, the President 
hailed defence and security 
cooperation as a pillar in 
bilateral relations.

He spoke highly of the 
two ministries’ coordination 
outcomes and cooperation 
orientations, noting that the 
Party and State of Vietnam 
continue to create favourable 
conditions for the Vietnamese 
Ministry of Public Security to 
boost frequent and effective 
ties with its Lao counterpart, 
especially in crime-fighting 
and personnel training.

President Phuc expressed 
the hope that they would 
enhance close and practical 
cooperation to concurrently 
deal with strategic issues and 
work together in combating 
cyber and drug crimes and 
improving professional 
capacity.

As the two countries will 

Lao Minister of National Defence General Vilay Lakhamfong (centre right) presents Lao state orders to 16 collectives and 41 individuals of Vietnam’s Ministry 
of Public Security to mark the 75th anniversary of the Vietnamese people’s public security forces (August 19, 1945-2020) during a ceremony held in Hanoi. 

--Photo Pham Kien

mark the 60th anniversary 
of their diplomatic ties 
in 2022, he asked their 

public security forces to 
increase joint activities so 
as to develop result-oriented 

cooperation and turn it into 
a prime example of bilateral 
relations.
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Lamphone Pasanthong
 
Ms Noy, a resident of 
Vientiane: I have read 
about this and it’s very 

What can be done to keep product prices under control?
The Vientiane Department of Industry and Commerce has instructed vendors not to bump up 
the price of goods over the Chinese and Vietnamese New Year, especially pork, rice and fish. 

Vientiane Times asked for people’s thoughts on the perennial problem of unwarranted price hikes.

good that the government 
is trying to keep prices 
under control. But I don’t 
think it will make any 
difference because product 
prices are already at an 
all-time high. When it’s a 
special occasion, people 
like to stock up on food 
and other items. I think 
the authorities should 
advise farmers to increase 
production to prevent a 
shortage of food during 
times of peak demand. 

If products are available 
in sufficient quantities, it 
will reduce the amount of 
imported goods and it will 
be easier to regulate prices 
and prevent any price hikes. 
In addition, the authorities 
should closely monitor 
vendors in all markets. If 
they find anyone selling 
items at a high price, that 
person should be penalised. 
Everyone should pay 
attention to this matter to 
ensure we are not cheated.
 

Ms Tounphone Keosavath, 
an employee from 
Huaphan province: I’m 
pleased that the government 
is trying to prevent price 
hikes over the Chinese and 
Vietnamese New Year. 

I was cheated by some 
vendors last year. I think the 
authorities should strictly 
regulate food prices and 
regularly check vendors to 
protect consumers. Prices 
should be controlled in all 
provinces as this would help 
to keep the cost of living 
at a reasonable level. And 
I urge vendors to play fair 
and stick to the rules.
 
Ms Da, a vendor in 
Dongmarkkhai market, 
Xaythany district, 
Vientiane: I agree with 
the directive on reducing 

the price of food and other 
goods, but I can’t do this 
myself yet because I bought 
pork from wholesalers 

in Khuadin and Nonkhor 
markets, who still sell meat 
at high prices. Many items 
have increased in price. I 
have to sell pork at the 
current rate so that I 
don’t make a loss. I think 
the authorities should 
strictly control prices and 
regularly check producers 
and wholesalers because 
retailers’ prices are based 
on wholesalers’ rates. 
Authorities should also 
carry out more checks 
of market vendors. The 
price of pork should be 
reduced in all provinces 
because this would help 
to lower people’s daily 
living costs.  

Ms Vilaivone 
Bounphong, a resident 
of Xaysettha district, 
Vientiane: I think the 
authorities should spend 
more time in markets 
and make agreements 
with sellers and market 
managers to ensure that 
they stick to the rules on 
pricing. Vendors should 
put up signs indicating 
the price of every 
product. I also think that 
if anyone breaks the 
rules, he or she should be 
given a warning or fined. 
I urge vendors to comply 
with this directive, while 
shoppers should keep track 
of any news or information 
about product prices. 

Mr Pao, a resident 
of Xaythany district, 
Vientiane:  I’m glad the 
government is paying 
attention to this matter 
and has issued this 
announcement to prevent 
any problems. However, 

I’m not sure it will 
encourage vendors or the 
authorities to do things 
differently. The same thing 
happens every year, but 
I’ve never seen any 
effective action being 
taken by the authorities 
as a result. Yesterday, 
I paid 50,000 kip per 
kilogram for pork, which 
is more than it should 
be. Of course, when 
there’s a special event 
people need more food 
than usual. Some vendors 
shut up shop so they can 
spend time with their 
families but this means 
that traders who have 
kept their shops open take 
advantage of the situation 
and raise their prices. 
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KOREA (The Korea Herald/
ANN) -- The cable channel 
tvN is scheduled to release a 
special version of its variety 
show “Not Hurt  You” 
(unofficial translation) with 
eight dancers from Mnet’s 
“Street Woman Fighter” on 
January 27.

The leaders of the eight 
“Street Woman Fighter” 
dance crews -- YGX’s 
Leejung, Lachica’s Gabee, 
Want’s Hyojin Choi, WayB’s 
Noze, Coca N Butter ’s 

CHINA (China Daily/ANN) -- Amid the 
current lockdown of Xi’an in Shaanxi 
province, an upcoming film recounting 
China’s early battle against COVID-19 is 
expected to bring audiences the strength and 
courage to face off the crisis in this chilly 
winter, according to some industry observers.

Embrace Again, set to open on December 
31, gathered its producers and some experts 
to attend a seminar in Beijing on Tuesday.

Fu Ruoqing, general manager of China 
Film Co. Ltd and the movie’s chief producer, 
said his company started to collect firsthand 
information as preparation for the movie 
when the epidemic broke out in Wuhan, 
capital of Hubei province, in February last 
year.

The film originally sought inspiration 
from the true story of Wang Yong, a delivery 
man who organised a volunteer team to 
provide commuting rides for many medical 
workers during Wuhan’s lockdown. With 
female director Xue Xiaolu, the original 
script was expanded to portray more ordinary 
people-turned-heroes, forming a group 
picture reflecting the Wuhan people’s 
optimistic and positive spirit to fight the 
pandemic, according to Fu.

Zhang Wei, secretary general of the China 
Film Critics Association, said the film has 
also carefully examined human relations 
during the pandemic, and expressed hope it 
will resonate with many viewers who will see 
their own confusion and struggles.

Aside from Embrace Again, Fu also 
announced several of the company’s 
new movies, including the sequel to 
The Wandering Earth, China’s all-time 
highest-grossing sci-fi epic, and an 
epic project about the Chinese People’s 
Volunteers forces entering the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea to fight in the 

INDIA (The Statesman/
ANN) -- Bollywood actress 
Anushka Sharma took to 
social media and penned a 
heartfelt note for her husband 
Virat Kohli after he stepped 
down as Test captain of 
the Indian cricket team on 
Saturday.

Kohli quit the captaincy 
a day after the Indian squad 
failed to clinch their first-
ever Test series win in South 
Africa despite winning the 
opening match. The Indian 
side conceded a 2-1 series 
defeat.

A n u s h k a  u p l o a d e d 
a picture of Kohli on her 
Instagram, where he can 
be seen laughing his heart 
out. The actress wrote in the 
caption, “I remember the day 
in 2014 when you told me 
that you have been made the 

V I E T N A M  ( Vi e t n a m 
News/ANN) -- Nine works 
of literature and art were 
honoured by the Vietnam 
Union of Literature and Art 
Associations on January 15 
in Hanoi . 

The works are from 
different fields including 
music, dance, architecture, 
literature, fine arts and 
photography. 

The song Dẹp Nhat Bong 
Sen (Beautiful Lotus) by 
musician Truong Quang 
Lục also won the top prize 
at the Vietnam Musicians 
Association Award 2021. The 
dance Anh Sang Tam Hon 
(Light of Soul) was made by 
choreographer Tuyet Minh to 
thank frontline workers in the 
fight against the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

Among the works, the 
Golden Bridge by Vu Viet 
Anh and Nguyen Quang 
Huu is an architectural 

work at Sun World Ba Na 
Hills Da Nang and opened 
in 2018. It is designed to 
seem that a giant’s hands are 
supporting the 150m path for 
pedestrians.

“These are national 
awards presented annually 
to outstanding works,” said  
musician Do Hong Quan, the 
new chairman of the union. 

Ri.hey, Prowdmon’s Monika, 
HolyBang’s Honey J and 
Hook’s Aiki -- will participate 
in the program centering 
around life in the countryside 
in Goheung, South Jeolla 
Province.

The dancers will live in 
an abandoned house that 
was used by the cast of the 
original “Not Hurt You,” 
who played villains in SBS’ 
megahit “Penthouse” series 
-- actors Um Ki-joon, Bong 
Tae-gyu and Yun Jong-hoon.

“After the six-month 
journey with ‘Street Woman 
Fighter’ and ‘Street Dance 
Girls Fighter,’ the leaders of 
the dance crews will show 
their amazing chemistry 
outside of the stage,” tvN 
official said in a press release 
on Friday.

“Not Hurt You X Street 
Woman Fighter” is set to air 
the first episode on January 27 
at 11:10 pm The program will 
air regularly on Thursdays at 
8:40 pm from February 3.

(From top left) clockwise: Prowdmon’s Monika, HolyBang’s Honey J, Hook‘s Aiki, Coca N 
Butter’s Ri.hey, YGX’s Leejung, Lachica‘s Gabee, WayB‘s Noze and Want’s Hyojin Choi. 

--Photo tvN

tvN to air variety show with dancers 
from ‘Street Woman Fighter’

Best literature and art 
works honoured

“The  awards  d raw 
attention to the artists and 
it is a chance for them to 
contribute to developing 
culture and national identity.”

Other excellent works 
are theatre production Lang 
Song Sinh (Village of Twins) 
by Hanoi Drama Theatre; 
the television documentary 
Thanh Tri Cuoi Cung (The 
Last Stronghold) by HCM 
Television Studio; the book 
The Dao Tien Ethnic Group 
in Vietnam by author Ly 
Hanh Son; the photo of 
border guards preventing 
COVID-19 by Huynh Van 
Truyen; and the novel Rung 
Co Tieng Nguoi (Forest with 
Human Voice) by Dinh Cong 
Diep. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
organisation board, art and 
literature associations of 
55 provinces and cities 
submitted nearly 380 works 
to the annual awards of the 

union. 
As a result, the organising 

board handed out 72 awards 
to the works including nine 
excellent works and 63 others 
in different categories by 
authors who are members 
of provincial or municipal 
literature and art associations.

Writer Luu Vi Lan’s novel 
Nghiep Chuong (Karma) 

claimed one of the three 
top prizes. It is considered 
the first novel series with a 
different perspective on the 
bourgeoisie and Sai Gon 
(now Ho Chi Minh City) in 
the 1970s, written by a true 
insider. 

The award council said 
Lan had an independent and 
objective view of the first 
years of national reunification 
in the 1975-1980 period, 
the purpose of the war, and 
efforts to govern the country, 
including both helplessness 
and mistakes.

The writing is coherent, 
w i th  a  mu l t i - l aye red 
structure, so it only takes a 
few hundred pages in the 
book, but opens up many 
problems of philosophy, 
aesthetics and love and 
admiration.

Previously, the work 
was awarded the 2021 prize 
by the HCM City Writers’ 

Association.
Two other top prizes were 

for photographic works 
entitled Vụ Xuan Tren 
Nui (Spring Crop on the 
Mountain) by Phạm Pa Ri 
from Yan Bai province, 
and ceramic work Tuoi 
Tho 1 (Childhood 1) by 
Phạm Van Hoa of Ha Nam 
province.  

The dance 
‘Anh Sang 
Tam Hon’ by 
choreographer 
Tuyet Minh 
is among 
the works 
honoured by 
the Vietnam 
Union of 
Literature 
and Art 
Associations. 
--Photo nld.
com.vn

Upcoming film tells of ordinary 
people’s fight against epidemic

Poster of Embrace Again. --Photo China Daily

War to Resist US Aggression and Aid 
Korea (1950-1953), which might be a 
trilogy.

The Wandering Earth sequel, still 
directed by Guo Fan, is currently being 
shot in Qingdao, Shandong province, 
with all scenes shot in 26 soundstages 
- one of the biggest covering an area of 
3,000 square meters, Fu Said.

China Film Co. Ltd, the country’s 
largest State-owned studio, expects to 
start shooting at least seven new movies 
after the approaching Spring Festival, 
which will fall on February 1, and 
estimates it will finance more than 30 films 
next year, Fu revealed.

captain as MS had decided 
to retire from Test cricket. 
I remember MS, you & I 
having a chat later that day 
& him joking about how 
quickly your beard will start 
turning grey. We all had a 
good laugh about it.”

She continued in the 
caption, “Since that day, 
I’ve seen more than just your 
beard turning grey. I’ve seen 
growth. Immense growth. 
Around you & within you. 
And yes, I am very proud of 
your growth as the captain of 
the Indian National Cricket 
team & what achievements 
the team had under your 
leadership. But I’m more 
proud of the growth you 
achieved within you. In 2014 
we were so young & naive. 
Thinking that just good 
intentions, positive drive & 

motives can take you ahead 
in life. They definitely do but, 
not without challenges.”

Talking further about the 
challenges, the actress wrote, 
“A lot of these challenges that 
you faced were not always on 
the field. But then, this is life 
right? It tests you in places 
where you least expect it 
to but where you need it 
the most. And my love, 
I am so proud of you for 
not letting anything come 
in the way of your good 
intentions.  You led by 
example & gave winning 
on-field every ounce of 
your energy to the extent 
that after some losses I’ve 
sat next to you with tears 
in your eyes, while you 
wondered if there’s still 
something more you could 
have done.”

Anushka Sharma pens heartfelt note for 
hubby Virat Kohli after he quits Test captaincy
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SPORT

(China Daily) -- After 
winning a precious silver 
medal at the 2006 Turin 
Winter Olympics, pairs 
skater Zhang Dan became 
a household name in China 
and has continued to work in 
the sport since retiring from 
competition.

With the Beijing 2022 
Games just two weeks away, 
the country is embarking on 
an exciting new era in its 

(China Daily) -- RIYADH 
- Real Madrid beat Athletic 
Club Bilbao 2-0 to win the 
2022 Spanish Supercup in 
the final played in the Saudi 
Arabian capital of Riyadh on 
Sunday.

A 37th-minute goal 
from Luka Modric and a 
penalty from Karim Benzema 
seven minutes after halftime 
gave Real Madrid the 12th 
Supercup of their history.

An 88th-minute penalty 
save from Thibaut Courtois 
saved any nervous moments 
in the closing minutes. The 
Athletic Club never let 
their heads drop, but lacked 
effectiveness in the Madrid 
area.

The game started with 
Real Madrid looking to 
control the ball around the 
Athletic penalty area, but 
although they created a 
few nervous moments for 

Zhang Dan passing on the Olympic spirit
winter sports odyssey, and 
one which Zhang Dan feels 
proud and privileged to be 
part of.

“I was asked recently how 
I felt when the 2008 Beijing 
Summer Olympics were 
staged, and I said I envied 
our summer athletes so much 
when I sat in front of the TV 
to see the opening ceremony. 
I wondered if I would ever 
see us participate in a Winter 

Olympics in China,” Zhang 
Dan told China Daily in an 
exclusive online interview 
on Weibo on Friday.

“Finally this year, we have 
this wonderful opportunity 
with the Beijing Winter 
Olympics. As a part of the 
Chinese ice and snow sports 
community, I’m so proud 
and excited to welcome the 
arrival of Beijing 2022. I have 
witnessed China’s winter 

Zhang Dan, pictured at a winter sports promotional event, won silver for China at the 2006 
Winter Olympics. China News

sports go from strength to 
strength through the years.”

The most memorable 
moment of Zhang Dan’s 
career could be considered 
a perfect embodiment of the 
Olympic spirit.

Partnering with Zhang 
Hao at the 2006 Turin Games, 
Zhang Dan injured herself in 
a fall as the pair narrowly 
failed to execute a quadruple 
salchow, a jump which had 
never before been landed in 
competition.

Rather than quitting, 
however, Zhang Dan skated 
through the pain to finish the 
programme and win silver to 
huge acclaim from fans and 
media.

“The moment I fell down 
I just felt my whole world 
collapsed,” Zhang Dan 
recalled to China Daily. “We 
were good enough to win 
gold at that Olympics, and 
we wanted the gold so much. 

At that moment, I knew the 
mistake would cost me the 
gold, and I thought would 
cost us any medal.

“I hit the ice hard but 
initially I wasn’t sure how 
bad the injury was. Zhang 
Hao helped me back on my 
feet and accompanied me 
off the ice. But instead of 
worrying too much about 
the injury, I was thinking 
this was now or never. I 
told myself to just give 
everything I had left to 
finish the competition.

“Despite  losing the 
gold, I should not just 
quit. After all, it was the 
Olympic Games, and my 
partner and I had put in 
years of hard work for it. If 
I simply walked away from 
it, it would be a blip on my 
career forever. So I tried my 
best to the end and then I 
could leave with no regrets.”

Zhang Dan says that 

episode has been a huge 
influence on her l i fe , 
encouraging her to “be 
braver and directly face any 
difficulties with that Olympic 
spirit”.

Now she hopes her story 
can inspire China’s young 
aces at Beijing 2022.

“I hope all the Team 
China athletes can have great 
results at Beijing 2022. It’s 
a very special experience 
for any athlete to compete 
at the Olympic Games in 
their homeland. And most 
importantly, I hope they can 
enjoy the Olympics,” said 
Zhang Dan.

“Athletes are constantly 
thinking how to have the 
best performance or make 
breakthroughs, so sometimes 
we forget to enjoy the 
process. As a retired athlete, 
I always tell youngsters to 
simply enjoy and not think 
too much.”

Real Madrid beat Athletic Club to 
win Spanish Supercup

the home defense with the 
combination of Luka Modric, 
Lucas Vazquez, Benzema and 
Rodrygo, they failed to work 
Unai Simon in the Athletic 
goal. At the other end, the 
Basque side had a penalty shot 
waved away despite David 
Alaba’s handball.

The game evened up as the 
half progressed, but despite 
getting into some decent 
positions, Athletic were too 
wayward in the final ball and 
Casemiro had two chances 
for Real Madrid, but his shot 
was parried for a corner by 
Simon, who then tipped the 
Brazilian’s header over the 
bar.

The first time Madrid were 
able to find a bit of space on 
the break Modic put them 
ahead with a lovely curling 
shot that went in close to the 
post in the 37th minute.

The second half was only 

seven minutes old when 
Benzema doubled Madrid’s 
lead from the penalty spot 
after Yeray Alvarez handled. 
The Frenchman hit his shot 
into the left corner of the 
net just beyond Simon’s 
outstretched hand.

After that goal Real 
Madrid were happy to sit 
and soak up pressure, but 
despite getting the ball into 
the Madrid area on several 
occasions, Athletic were 
unable to work Courtois.

They had a glorious 
chance to get into the game 
when Eder Militao was sent 
off for handling Raul Garcia’s 
goal-bound header and 
Athletic awarded a penalty, 
but although Garcia struck his 
penalty hard down the middle, 
Courtois’ outstretched foot 
Athletic a way back into the 
game as the keeper made a 
magnificent stop.
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B. Nongbouathong, 
Sikhottabong district, 

Vientiane Lao PDR 
Tel: 217 243, 

Moblie: 020 55516138

ໂຮງພິມ ມັນທາຕຸລາດ
Manthaturath Printing Press

What’s on

House for Rent
In Center of Vientiane 
Capital, Xiengngeun 
Village, Chanthabouly 
District, Vientiane
Nearly Taladsao Shopping 
Mall and Centre of many 
Bank, 4 Bad rooms, 3 Bath 
rooms and one Kitchen
More information call 
(+ 85620) 5560 8444 (Lao)
(+85620) 5471 7977 (Eng)

Vat Sisaket Museum  
Vat Sisaket Museum in Vientiane is famous 
for its cloister wall housing thousands of tiny 
Buddha images and rows of hundreds of seated 
Buddhas. These images mainly date from the 
16th and 19th centuries and come in all sizes 
and are made from wood, stone and bronze. 
When: Open daily from 8am-4pm
Where: Setthathirath Road

Free online computing and programming
Those interested in computing and programming are invited to apply to join this free course. 
The course is a self-paced and provides an introduction to computing and programming. 
Where: For more information visit https://bit.ly/3bXsu9i
When: Available now.

Quiz on India
As part of celebrations of 75 
years of India’s independence, an 
online quiz called the AKAM quiz 
is open for participation by Lao 
nationals and NRIs/PIOs between 
the ages of 14 and 35.
When: The quiz is open until 
January 31.
Where: Go to https://akamquiz.in/ 
for registration 
For further clarification, please 
e-mail emb.vientianne@mea.
gov.in

Photo contest

The Ministry of Natural Resource and 
Environment invites entries to a contest with 
the themes “the Montreal Protocol - keep 
the world cool” and “the storage of food and 
vaccines”. Entries can be in the form of a 
photo, painting or graphic. The winner will 
receive a tablet and smart watch.
When: Applications accepted until  
March 2022
Where: Apply at www.ozone2climate.org

Blood donation
The National Blood Transfusion Centre is in 
need of blood urgently because less people 
have donated during the recent Covid-19 
spread. The centre invites members of the 
public to take part in blood donation..
When: Daily from 8:30 to 6pm.
Where: The second floor of the new building 
of National Blood Transfusion Centre, Lao 
Red Cross, Xiengyeun village, Chanthabouly 
district, Vientiane. For more information call 
021 214763; 030 5487539

Lao Food Festival 2022  
The annual Lao Food 
Festival will take place 
in Vientiane at the end 
of this month, featuring 
about 120 stalls selling 
food made by cooks 
from around Laos as 
well as from embassies. 
Handicrafts and 
agricultural produce will 
also be on sale. Covid-19 
rules will be in place. 
Entrance is free but 
everyone will have their 

temperature checked upon entry.
When: January 25-29.
Where: Chao Anouvong Park, Chanthabouly district.
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C O N S T E L L AT I O N  AV E N T U R I N E

Born in 1952 as a symbol of precision, the Constellation continues its star 

inspired legacy through the addition of aventurine glass dials, which sparkle 

with a universe of colour and reflections. The Co-Axial Master Chronometer 

models are also certified at the highest level by the Swiss Federal Institute 

of Metrology (METAS) to guarantee more accuracy, reliability and supreme 

resistance to magnetism from electronic devices, such as phones and laptops.

AVAILABLE AT:

OMEGA Boutique • Shop C • Lao Plaza Hotel • Vientiane • Tel: (856-21) 212 885
Taifa Time Traders • Vientiane Center • Vientiane • Tel: (856-30) 505 7294


