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Times Reporters

Health authori t ies  are 
monitoring tourists for cases 
of monkeypox, following 
a report from the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
that cases of the disease 
have emerged in several 
countries.

Monkeypox is a viral 
disease that occurs mostly in 
central and western Africa. 
It is called monkeypox 
because it was first identified 
in laboratory monkeys in 
1958.

Monkeypox cases in 

Times Reporters

Authorities are preparing 
to connect the Laos-China 
railway from Vientiane 
S o u t h  s t a t i o n  t o  t h e 
Thanaleng Dry Port, so that 
goods can be transported 
using the railway by the end 
of June.

F r o m  t h e  t i m e  o f 
its official opening on 
December 4, 2021 to April 

humans have occurred 
outside of Africa linked 
to international travel or 
imported animals, including 
in the United States, Israel, 
Singapore and the United 
Kingdom.

W H O  r e p o r t e d  o n 
Saturday that since May 
13 cases of monkeypox 
had been reported by 12 
Member States.

D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l 
of  the Department  of 
Communicable Disease 
Control of Laos’ Ministry 
of Health, Dr Rattanaxay 
Phetsouvanh, said health 

2022, Thanaleng Dry Port 
has provided 11,000 Lao-
Chinese freight services.

The Managing Director 
of Thanaleng Dry Port, Mr 
Sakhone Philangam, said 
that of the 11,000 freight 
containers,  80 percent 
carried goods in transit 
from China through Laos 
to Thailand, Myanmar, 
Cambodia, Vietnam and 
Malaysia.

workers will be screening 
visitors and asking them 
about their travel history. 
People who have spent time 
in at-risk areas will not be 
allowed to enter Laos.

“People who develop 
monkeypox typically have a 
fever and a mass of watery 
blisters on their skin,” he 
said.

Cases of monkeypox 
in non-endemic countries 
reported to WHO between 
May 13 and 21 have occurred 
in Australia,  Belgium, 
Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy, the Netherlands, 

Most  o f  the  goods 
s h i p p e d  c o m p r i s e d 
electronic components 
and appliances, fertiliser, 
garments, and textiles.

The remainder of the 
freight shipped was from 
Laos and Thailand to China, 
with goods exported from 
Laos consisting of iron 
ore, cassava starch, rubber, 
timber and minerals. Most 
of the Thai goods exported 

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S 
(Xinhua) -- The General 
Assembly on Monday 
adopted a resolution that 
calls for international efforts 
to mitigate the current food 
security crisis.

The resolution calls on 
the international community 
to urgently support countries 
affected by the food security 
crisis through coordinated 
act ions,  including the 
provision of emergency food 
supplies, food programmes, 
f inancial  support ,  and 
increased and diversified 
agricultural production.

It calls for the promotion 
of a universal, rules-based, 
open, non-discriminatory 
and equitable multilateral 
trading system under the 
World Trade Organisation.

The resolution calls on 
the international community, 
including the Group of 
Seven and the Group of 20, 
to place global food security 
at the top of their agendas 
and to support multilateral 
efforts in finding affordable 
solutions to the crisis.

I t  cal ls  on member 
states and other relevant 
stakeholders to keep food 
and agriculture supply chains 
functioning, to support 
farmers, including small-
scale and family farmers, 
with technical means and 
assistance that enable them 
to produce their crops and 
livestock sustainably, and to 
refrain from hoarding food 
and commodities.

It stresses the need to keep 
trade channels and markets 
open for the movement of 
food, fuel, fertiliser and 
other agricultural inputs 
and outputs, and notes the 
importance of working 
toward eliminating all 
forms of protectionism. It 
also stresses the need to 

UN General 
Assembly 
resolution 
calls for 
efforts to 
mitigate food 
security crisis

Laos-China railway will soon 
link to Thanaleng Dry Port

The railway running to Thanaleng Dry Port in Vientiane.              --Photo Chanthavone Khamphilavong

using the railway comprised 
rice, timber and rubber.

To make freight transport 
more convenient, Thabok 
Thanaleng Co., Ltd. has 
invested in the construction 
of a 1.2 kilometre rail track 
from the Laos-Thai railway 
to Thabok Thanaleng, while 
the Laos-China Railway 
Co. Ltd. is investing in the 
construction of a railway 

Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
United Kingdom and the 
United States of America.

E p i d e m i o l o g i c a l 
investigations are ongoing, 
although reported cases 
thus far have no established 
travel links to endemic 
areas, according to WHO.

Based on current ly 
available information, 
cases have mainly but not 
exclusively been identified 
amongst men who have 
sex with men seeking care 
in primary care and sexual 
health clinics.

The situation is evolving 

and WHO expects there will 
be more cases of monkeypox 
identified as surveillance 
expands in non-endemic 
countries.

Immediate actions focus 
on informing those who may 
be most at risk for infection 
with accurate information, 
in order to stop further 
spread. 

C u r r e n t  a v a i l a b l e 
evidence suggests that 
people who are most at risk 
are those who have had 
close physical contact with 
someone with monkeypox, 
while they are symptomatic. 

Health officials on the alert for monkeypox among tourists
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Times Reporters

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
Information, Culture and 
Tourism will incorporate 
five main components in 
the development of a green 
economy in the tourism 
sector until 2025.

These include high 
quality, green sustainability, 
closer links regionally 
and beyond, economic 
development, and poverty 
reduction, Deputy Minister 
of Information, Culture and 
Tourism Mr Ounthuang 
Khaophanh said.  

A report on the topic was 
presented at a workshop 
held in Khammuan province 
o n  G r e e n  E c o n o m y 
Development in Laos, 
involving the government 
and Nam Theun 2 Power 

Times Reporters

Over the past six years, 
the number of Eld’s deer 
in Savannakhet province’s 
national conservation forest 
area has increased from 80 
to 170 animals.

Eld’s deer (Rucervus 
eldii), also known as the 
thamin or brow-antlered 
deer, is an endangered 
species of deer endemic to 
South Asia.

An official from the 
Forestry Department of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry said conservation 
efforts had enabled the deer 
to thrive in the protected 
forest area since 2016. 

The site covers 130,000 
hectares and extends into 
the districts of Xonbouly, 
Thapangthong, Phalanxay, 
Songkhon and Phin.

Company Limited.
Under the ministry’s 

plan, personnel in the 
tourism sector will  be 
informed of the intended 
directions and assisted to 
ensure improvements in 
terms of quantity and quality, 
as well as developing and 
improving infrastructure 
to provide better tourist 
facilities.

M r  O u n t h u a n g 
sa id  eff ic ient  tour ism 
management is essential 
to promote and protect 
the rights of individuals 
a n d  L a o  a n d  f o r e i g n 
organisations involved in 
tourism in Laos.

All those involved should 
fol low a development 
path in ways that  are 
successful, orderly, calm, 
safe, convenient, prompt, 

The official said that prior 
to this, the number of Eld’s 
deer had declined, but that 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry had worked 
with local administrations 
since 2002 to protect the 
species.

In 2016, the United 
Nat ions  Deve lopment 
Programme donated funding 
to support the conservation 
of the ecosystem in the 
Eld’s deer forest, funded 
by the Global Environment 
Facility, with the project to 
be implemented over the 
next six years until 2022. 

The project was called 
“Sustainable Forest and 
Land Management in the 
Dry Dipterocarp Forest 
Ecosystems of Southern 
Laos” and funded with a 
budget of about US$12 
million.

transparent, fair, accurate, 
and of high quality, he 
added.

“ T h e r e  a r e  2 , 2 0 8 
o ff i c i a l l y  de s igna t ed 
tourist sites in Laos. These 
include 1,318 nature-
based locations, 596 places 
of cultural interest, and 
294 that have historical 
associations,” he said.

The Chief Executive 
Officer of Nam Theun 2, 
Mr Olivier Didry, said 
“As a company based 
in Khammuan province, 
Nam Theun 2 has  for 
many years  supported 
central  and provincial 
authorities in many of 
these initiatives with the 
ambition to harmonise 
communities’ livelihoods, 
protect the environment 
and create value, both 
through obligations and 
on a Corporate Social 
Responsibility basis.”

Sus ta inab i l i ty  i s  a 
core component of Nam 
Theun 2’s ambition for 
2035 and is embedded 
across four strategic pillars, 
namely preservation of the 
watershed area, supporting 
economic growth in the 
Nakai area, irrigation from 
the downstream channel, 
and resiliency to climate 
change.

With the humility of 
its own experience, Nam 
Theun 2 is fully committed 
to cooperating with the 
government to achieve 
a  na t iona l  wa te r shed 
management framework. 

“My personal ambition 
today is to discuss with you 
the challenges, solutions 
and opportunities that 
could set the path towards 
a defining achievement for 
future generations,” Mr 
Didry said. 

The initiative focused 
on dry dipterocarp forests 
and the Eld’s deer, through 
protected area management 
and land use planning, 
as well as support for 
improved livelihoods and 
income generation for local 
communities.

Under the project, the 
residents of 16 villages 
in the five districts also 
provided some assistance, 
resulting in a doubling of 
the deer population to 170.

T h e  E l d ’ s  d e e r 
conservation forest has rich 
biodiversity, including 278 
kinds of bird, 67 species 
of mammals, 47 species 
of reptiles, 38 species of 
amphibian animals, nine 
fish species, and more than 
126 kinds of plants and 
trees.

A 2015 survey assessed 

Ministry and Nam Theun 2 officials gather at a workshop in Khammuan province.

Tourism ministry, Nam Theun 2 set goals 
for green economy development  

Times Reporters

The Boten Special Economic 
Zone in Luang Namtha 
province has attracted 260 
companies to invest in the 
area, with registered capital 
of nearly 677 billion kip.

Some 1,131 hectares of 
forest have been cleared 
to make way for the new 
c o m p a n i e s  a n d  t h e i r 
facilities.

The cleared area will 
be divided into three zones 
- economic, trading and 
international finance – 
covering 266 hectares.

In addition, cultural and 
tourism activities including 
public health and education 
will  cover nearly 733 

hectares, while warehouses, 
a distribution and logistics 
a r e a  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g 
industries will cover nearly 
733 hectares, according to 
the Pasaxon newspaper.

The developments at 
the Boten SEZ, otherwise 
known as “Boten Beautiful 
Land”, are among the largest 
infrastructure investments 
in Laos.

The government first 
designated the area a Special 
Economic Zone in 2003 
after which it was used to 
operate a casino from 2007 
to 2011. Boten was shut 
and much of the population 
vacated the zone.

Wi th  Ch ina ’s  Be l t 
and Road Initiative and 

the opening of the Laos-
China Railway, Boten’s 
strategic location has been 
seized on as an investment 
opportunity. Under a new 
Chinese developer, the 
SEZ is currently being 
refashioned into an urban 
and tourism centre, as well 
as a trade and logistics hub.

Boten is located in Luang 
Namtha province across 
the border from Mohan in 
Yunnan province, China.

A border and frontier 
area, Boten has undergone 
dramatic changes over the 
past two decades. It has 
evolved from a remote 
border crossing to an active 
construction site and city-in-
the-making.

Luang Namtha SEZ attracts 
260 investor companies

Buildings under construction in the Boten Special Economic Zone. --Photo Pasaxon newspaper

Eld’s deer population in Savannakhet rises to 170

Eld’s deer in Savannakhet province’s national conservation 
forest area.

forest cover in the area 
at 58 percent. With an 
annual average increase 
of 2 percent, forest cover 

was expected to rise to 68 
percent by 2020, according 
to a report from the Forestry 
Department. 
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Thailand has called for 
China and other riverine 
states to strengthen their 
cooperation in information 
shar ing regarding the 
water discharged along the 
Mekong River, for the sake 
of the communities affected.

G e n e r a l  P r a w i t 
Wo n g s u w o n ,  w h o  i s 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Chairperson of the 
Thai National Mekong 
Committee, made the appeal 
during the first formal 
meeting with the CEO of the 
Mekong River Commission 
(MRC) Secretariat,  Dr 
Anoulak Kittikhoun, in 
Bangkok this week.

Unannounced water 
discharges from hydropower 
projects upstream can be 
harmful in many ways, from 
flooding villages, to washing 
away crops and affecting 
fish survival, according to 
the MRC.

“ We  n e e d  b e t t e r 
information sharing and 
timely notification from 
China and others,” said 
Wongsuwon.  “This  i s 
important for the protection 
of  l ives ,  l ive l ihoods , 
property and aquatic life.”

 He said it was critical 

Phetphoxay Sengpaseuth

The Vient iane  Heal th 
Department has announced 
that all individuals, including 
foreign nationals, must carry 
a Covid-19 vaccination 
certificate when travelling 
to other Asean countries and 
other nations.

In an announcement 
i s s u e d  o n  M a y  2 3 , 
the department said the 
certificate must be written 
in English.

However, Lao nationals 
wishing to visit Vietnam, 
Cambodia or Thailand will 
no longer have to produce 
a Covid-19 vaccination 
certificate with the wording 
in English.

A senior official from 
the department said most 
e x i s t i n g  v a c c i n a t i o n 
certificates are written in 
Lao but certificates written 
in English enable people 
to travel to other countries 
and show a universally 
acceptable document. 

People who need a Covid 
vaccination certificate can 
obtain one from the National 
Centre for Maternal and 
Child Health in Vientiane, 

Times Reporters

Authorities around the 
country should be ready 
to cope with weather-
related disasters that can 
occur during the rainy 
season, especially floods, 
t h e  C e n t r a l  D i s a s t e r 
Management Committee of 
the Ministry of Labour and 
Social Welfare has warned.

Disaster management 
committees in all areas, 
especially in districts that 
are at high risk of such 
incidents, should be vigilant 
and ready to respond to any 
problems that may arise, 
including floods, storms, 
dengue fever and other 
seasonal illnesses.

Provincial authorities 
should prepare annual 
disaster preparedness plans 
along with measures to 
deal with the aftermath of 
extreme weather.

They should keep track 
of warnings issued by the 
Meteorology and Hydrology 
Department in relation to 
possible disasters, so they 
can advise local residents 
about the likely outcomes 
and what they should do to 
protect themselves.

for countries sharing the 
Mekong to be even more 
forthcoming about the 
timing and quantity of water 
releases along Southeast 
Asia’s largest waterway.

In 2020, China agreed 
t o  s h a r e  y e a r - r o u n d 
hydrological data from two 
of its dams, not just in the 
wet season, but during the 
dry season, when it draws 
upon stored water supplies.

This data is critical for 
countries across the Lower 
Mekong River Basin, for 
them to more accurately 
monitor water levels and 
forecast  f looding and 
drought, according to the 
MRC.

As the Mekong River 
Commiss ion  repor ted 
the 2020 announcement: 
“China has also agreed to 
share urgent information 
on any unusual rise or 
fall in water levels and 
discharges, as well as other 
relevant information on 
factors that might lead to 
sudden flooding in the lower 
reaches of the Basin.”

“However, one lingering 
issue is the fact that the 
agreement never defined 
w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n 
“unusual” rise or fall, so 
the term remains open to 

which will be written in 
English. 

T h e  C e n t r e  w i l l 
provide English language 
certif icates only after 
applicants have shown 
they have the appropriate 
travel documents and been 
authorised to travel by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Travellers must also comply 
with the rules of other 
countries regarding Covid 
prevention and control 
measures.

Given the declining 
number of Covid cases in 
recent weeks, Laos and 
many other countries have 
eased travel restrictions 
in the hope of attracting 
more visitors. The lifting 
of most restrictions by 
Laos on May 9 has made 
entry to the country much 
easier, although a Covid 
vaccination certificate is 
still required. 

A t  p r e s e n t ,  o t h e r 
countries in Asean accept 
mutually recognised Covid 
vaccination certificates. 

Asean Member States 
have collectively recognised 
a  C o v i d  v a c c i n a t i o n 
certificate to be applied in 

The department says 
flooding and landslides 
are possible in the central 
and northern provinces 
from May 23-29, while 
thunderstorms, heavy rain 
and strong winds will be 
common.

I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t , 
temperatures will range from 
18-30 degrees Celsius and 
there will be thunderstorms 
and strong winds across 
Phongsaly and Huaphan 
provinces. 

T h e  n o r t h w e s t , 
including Luang Namtha, 
Bokeo, Oudomxay, Luang 
Prabang and Xayaboury 
provinces, will see heavy 
rain with gusting winds, 
and temperatures will range 
from 23-34C.

The central provinces of 
Vientiane, Borikhamxay and 
Khammuan will also have 
thunderstorms, rain and wind 
gusts, with temperatures 
ranging from 23-34C, while 
in Xaysomboun province 
temperatures will be lower 
at 17-29C with patchy rain 
and thunderstorms.

Vientiane can expect 
thunderstorms with heavy 
rain and strong winds, with 
temperatures ranging from 

interpretation,” stated the 
MRC.

 In their bilateral meeting 
on Monday, Wongsuwon 
and Kit t ikhoun found 
common ground in several 
areas, including the need 
for cutting-edge technology 
to monitor the river and its 
tributaries.

In  a  r ecen t  OpEd , 
Kittikhoun touted his top 
three MRC priorities as 
“knowledge, technology 
and cooperation”.

 To that end, the MRC is 
now equipping new water 
level monitoring stations, 
or renovating existing 
stations, with “telemetry” 
technology.

This system enables a 
station to transmit water 
levels and rainfall data every 
15 minutes, initially to a 
central MRC database, then 
to each Member Country.

Over  the  f i rs t  four 
months of 2022, the river 
level in the Mekong River 
was recorded at the highest 
in several years after four 
straight years of low flow 
and drought.

 The river’s higher water 
levels this year are a result 
of increased rainfall and 
more water released from 
upstream dams.

Southeast Asia.
To limit the spread of 

SARS COV-2, a meeting 
decided to extend further 
the digitalisation of Covid 
certificates. These include 
digital  certificates for 
safe international travel, 
according to the Ministry 
of Health.

The use of vaccination 
certificates is expected to 
spur economic activity, 
triggering the revival of 
business and tourism in the 
post-Covid era.

An Asean-approved 
digital vaccine certificate 
will make it easier for Asean 
nationals to move between 
countries in the region.

Member Asean countries 
are committed to working 
together to grow resilience 
after the pandemic, partly 
by in t roducing Covid 
vaccination certificate 
recognition.

With mutual recognition 
of Covid-19 vaccination 
certificates, Indonesia’s 
Minister Budi said he 
expected that citizens of 
Asean member countries 
would be able to travel 
safely within the region.  

23-34C.
In the south there will be 

heavy rain, thunderstorms 
and strong winds in parts 
of Champassak, Xekong 
and Attapeu provinces. 
Temperatures will range 
from 23-34C.

People should avoid 
spending time outdoors 
during thunderstorms and 
in high winds and stay 
away from large trees, 
unsound buildings and 
b i l l b o a r d s .  E v e r y o n e 
should be prepared for 
weather  extremes and 
follow forecasts issued 
by the Meteorology and 
Hydrology Department.

Thailand’s Meteorology 
Department has forecast 
scattered thundershowers 
in provinces that border 
Laos, including Loei, Udon 
Thani, Nong Khai, Nakhon 
Phanom and Khon Kaen, 
from May 24-26. 

From May 27-29, there 
will be scattered to fairly 
widespread thundershowers 
with isolated heavy rain, 
minimum temperatures of 
22-26C and maximums 
of 30-34C. Winds will be 
southwesterly with a speed 
of 10-20 km/hour. 

from Vientiane South station 
to Thanaleng over a distance 
of 2.8 kilometres.

The two planned rail 
tracks will be completed and 
the Laos-China railway link 
from Vientiane South station 
to Thanaleng Dry Port will 
open for service on June 26.

This will become a port 
of departure at Thanaleng 
Dry Port with different track 

widths at Thanaleng, because 
the Laos-China railway has a 
track gauge of 1.435 metres 
while the Thai rail track is one 
metre wide.

However, the Laos-
China railway connection to 
Vientiane South station to 
the Thanaleng Dry Port is 
for freight only. In the past, 
the Laos-China railway 
ended at Vientiane South 

A view of the Mekong River in Vientiane.               --Photo Keoviengkhone

Thai leader calls for earlier warnings 
of water discharges along Mekong

Covid vaccination certificate 
required for travel outside Laos

station from where trucks 
carried freight to Thanaleng 
Dry Port for transport to 
Thailand and beyond.

When the new rail track 
is completed, it will enable 
easier and faster transport of 
goods through Thanaleng 
from China to Thailand, 
from Thailand to China, from 
China to other countries and 
from other countries to China.

Laos-China railway... FROM PAGE 1

Be prepared for weather extremes, 
provincial authorities told
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Trade fairs help Kasy district 
promote various products

Translated by Meuangkham Noradeth

Trade fairs have helped residents of Kasy district in Vientiane province to promote and sell 
various products made by them and to earn more money to improve their living standards.

On May 19, the Industry and Commerce Department of Vientiane coordinated with 
officials from Kasy to organise a trade fair. The event was attended by the Governor of 
Kasy, Mr Sython Sengphachan, and other officials.

Various products were on sale at the event, including One District One Product items, 
agricultural goods, handicrafts and industrial products.

The Deputy Director of the Industry and Commerce Department of Vientiane, Mr 
Bounphian Voravong, said officials from the department organise trade fairs two or three 
times a year.

He said 60 business units had displayed various products worth more than one billion 
kip at the trade fair.

Mr Bounphian said these products included goods made by the residents of Kasy and 
this activity will also help them exchange ideas to develop and sell their products across 
the region and the world.

Besides, such fairs help companies, business units, users and consumers to find out 
about products and how they can buy them. The fairs will also help attract investments 
from domestic and foreign businessmen, he added.

--viengchanh-news.com, May 23

Villagers in Paklai join 
hands to build bridge

The residents of Nakhan village in Paklai district of Xayaboury province have joined 
hands to construct a bridge across the Khan river.

Recently, the Governor of Paklai and other officials reviewed the progress in the 
construction of the bridge and handed over some materials for the project.

A representative of Nakhan said the construction of the bridge started on April 30.
The total cost of the project will be more than 60 million kip. Local residents 

contributed funds and labour, and the project has also received contributions from district 
officials and the private sector.

Once the bridge is finished, it will be 24 metres long and three metres wide. It will 
accommodate vehicles weighing up to six tonnes.

The pillars of the bridge are made of concrete and its surface will be paved with wood. 
The roof will be covered with zinc and it will officially be opened to traffic on May 30.

The bridge will facilitate the movement of traffic and goods between several villages 
and this will help people earn more money to improve their living standards.

--Pathedlao, May 21

Prison terms fail to change behaviour 
of drug dealers in Huaphan

Imprisonment does not always change the behaviour of drug dealers, as shown by a 
recent case in Kuan district of Huaphan province.

On April 25, police in Kuan received a tip-off from local residents about a possible 
drug deal being done near a pond located between Meuangkhuan and Leak villages.

Police went to the area to check and at 8.25 am on April 26, they arrested an alleged 
drug dealer named Mr Thonchan, 50, from Meuangkhuan village, and seized 27 
amphetamine tablets and two weapons from him.

During questioning by police, Mr Thonchan confessed that Mr Thongsing, 59, also 
from Meuangkuan, was part of his group.

Police followed and arrested Mr Thonchan and seized 256 amphetamine tablets from 
him.

Both men confessed that they used to sell drugs and that police had arrested them in 
the past, and the Huaphan provincial people’s court had sent them to prison.

Police had arrested Mr Thonchan on July 1, 2015, and the Huaphan provincial people’s 
court gave him a prison sentence. He was released from jail on October 18, 2018.

Police had also arrested Mr Thongsing on October 9, 2016, and the Huaphan provincial 
people’s Court had given him a prison term. He was released from jail on March 19, 2019.

Both men confessed that they had been working together to sell drugs. Mr Thongsing 
said that he would buy drugs from a dealer in Xamtay district of Huaphan and then sell 
them to Mr Thongchan and some teenagers.

--lsecuritynews.com, May 21

As of May 2022, there are two capacity development projects in the water supply sector 
in Laos supported by JICA. One is Project MaWaSU2 (The Project for Improvement of 
Management Capacity of Water Supply Sector) and the other one is JICA Partnership 
Programme “Project for Improvement of Pipeline management and Maintenance in 
WSSEs of Lao PDR” by Saitama City, Japan. The Project MaWaSU2-Saitama City 
Partnership Programme Collaboration Report Meeting takes place on May 20, chaired 
by the Director General of the Department of Water Supply of the Ministry of Public 
Works and Transport, Mr Sompong Sitthivong. Also in attendance online was Mr Tetsuo 
Hatano, Director General of the Saitama City Waterworks Bureau and experts from the 
Saitama City Partnership Programme, General and Deputy General Managers of the 
three Lao Water Supply State Enterprises, and project experts. Representatives of the 
Lao Waterworks Association also took part in the meeting.

Deputy Governor of Xaysomboun province Mr Tongmua Xuako and senior monks on 
Monday discuss the construction of a Buddhist secondary school at Phou-ngeun temple 
in Anouvong district. Construction will be funded by the Lao Buddhist Fellowship 
Organisation. The foundation stone will be laid in July, with many young Buddhists 
looking forward to the completion of construction.               --Photo Phoutthasone

Senior officials from the Ministry of Industry and Commerce and invited guests on 
Monday gather with Deputy Minister of Industry and Commerce Mrs Chansouk 
Sengphachanh and Global Green Growth Institute Deputy Country Representative, Mr 
Christopher Assiscot, at the launch of a training programme on Energy Auditing Skills 
and Energy Services Companies.

A representative of the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) and ministry officials gather 
with Minister of Planning and Investment Mr Khamjane Vongphosy after a Friendship 
Medal was presented to the former GGGI Country Representative to Laos, Dr Jaeseung 
Lee. From 2017 to 2021, Dr Lee actively participated in promoting and implementing 
green growth, which is one of Laos’ priorities, along with compliance with the Paris 
Convention on Climate Change, known as COP26. Some of his outstanding contributions 
included collaboration with stakeholders to prepare and apply for Laos’ membership in 
2017, an important step in sourcing assistance from Laos’ development partners. 
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World
World news in brief  

(China Daily/ANN) -- 
An inhalable COVID-19 
vaccine developed by 
CanSino Biologics has 
been shown to be safe and 
effective at triggering the 
production of neutralising 
ant ibodies ,  making i t 
a possible booster shot 
option that is accessible 
and painless to administer, 
a  s tudy  pub l i shed  in 
the journal The Lancet 
Respiratory Medicine said.

The vaccine is an aerosol 
version of Convidecia, a 
single-dose adenovirus-
based viral vector vaccine 
that was granted emergency 
use listing by the World 
Health Organisation last 
week. It  was the 11th 
C O V I D - 1 9  v a c c i n e 
validated by the WHO 
and was found to have 64 
percent efficacy against 
symptomatic disease and 
92 percent against severe 
COVID-19.

The study published on 
Friday examines the safety 
and immune response of 
the inhalable vaccine when 
used as a booster shot for 
people who have received 
two doses of inactivated 
vaccine.

With a total sample size 
of 420 participants, the 
study found that the new 
vaccine is generally safe and 
can produce significantly 
higher levels of neutralising 
antibodies in volunteers 
compared with those who 
received an inactivated 
vaccine as a booster shot.

The  mos t  common 
adverse reactions for the 
testing group included 
fatigue, headaches and 
fever, the study said. No 
severe adverse events were 
reported.

As for immunogenicity, 
participants who received 
the inhalable vaccine as 
a booster had generated 
an 18.4 to 26.4 t imes 
higher level of neutralising 
antibodies.

Another key finding for 
the inhalable vaccine is 
that it only requires about 
one-fifth to two-fifths of 
the dosage in the original 
Convidecia vaccine to 
trigger an immune response, 
the study said.

In addition, it can bolster 
the  immune  response 
in cells  that  form the 
mucous membrane in the 
upper airways, which is 
the first line of defense 
against respiratory viruses. 
R e s p i r a t o r y  m u c o s a l 
protection is a property that 
vaccines delivered through 
intramuscular injections 
lack.

However, researchers 
p o i n t e d  o u t  s e v e r a l 
limitations to their study, 
such as a relatively small 
sample size and a lack of data 
on whether the neutralising 
antibody produced could 
work on variants of the 
virus, including the Omicron 
strains.

The inhalable vaccine’s 
strong ability to provoke 
an immune response, while 

(The  I s l and /ANN)  - - 
P r e s i d e n t  G o t a b a y a 
Rajapaksa yesterday (23) 
swore  in  Senior  Vice 
President of the SLFP 
Mahinda Amaraweera and 
Deputy Leader of the SLMC 
who entered Parliament on 
the SJB ticket, Ahamed 
Naseer Zainulabdeen, as 
members of his Cabinet-of-
Ministers.

Amaraweera received 
Agriculture, Wildlife and 
Forest portfolios whereas 
Zainulabdeen was given 
environment. They are 
among six newly-appointed 
members of the Cabinet.

The four other ministers 
are Douglas Devananda 
(EPDP/Fisheries), Bandula 
Gunawardane  (SLPP/
Transport, Highways and 
Mass  Media ) ,  Vidura 
Wickramanayake (SLPP/
Buddhasasana, Religious 
and Cultural Affairs) and 
Roshan Ranasinghe (SLPP/
Irrigation, Youth and Sports).

In addition to the six new 
ministers, health minister 
Keheliya Rambukwella 
and Plantations Minister 
Dr. Ramesh Pathirana were 
sworn in as water supply 
and industries ministers, 
respectively.

Senior Vice President 
of the SLFP Prof. Rohana 
L a k s h m a n  s a i d  t h a t 
though the government 
repeatedly declared about 
the appointment of an all-
party- cabinet comprising 
20 ministers, including 
Pr ime Minis ter  Rani l 
Wickremesinghe, only six 
represented other political 
parties. Except for EPDP 
General Secretary Douglas 
Devananda, the remaining 
five-Harin Fernando (SJB), 
Manusha Nanayakkara 

encouraging, may not always 
translate to higher efficacy 
a g a i n s t  s y m p t o m a t i c 
COVID-19 and community 
transmission compared with 
boosting through other types 
of vaccines, they said.

The company said in a 
statement that it is currently 
planning an efficacy trial 
of the inhalable vaccine as 
a booster dose in Mexico, 
and will  facil i tate the 
process for the vaccine 
to be granted emergency 
use or conditional market 
approval.

The use of an inhalable 
vaccine will reduce the cost 
of inoculation, improve 
efficiency, and build up an 
immunity barrier against 
COVID-19, it said.

The aerosol vaccine aims 
to replace the conventional 
injection in the arm, thus 
making inoculation easier 
and  more  acceptable , 
particularly to children and 
people who are afraid of 
needles, said Zhu Tao, chief 
scientist of the company.

The aerosol vaccine is 
put into a sealed cup and the 
recipient inhales it through 
a straw, holds it in for about 
five seconds and then slowly 
exhales.

The process generally 
takes about 10 seconds to 
complete, Zhu said.

Chinese netizens have 
dubbed the technology a 
“vaccine in a cup” since 
i ts  debut  las t  year  a t 
a convention in Hainan 
province.

Flood warning issued 
for 7 provinces as Chao 
Phraya Dam tops out
(The Nation/ANN) -- Seven 
provinces were placed on 
alert for flooding from the 
Chao Phraya River and its 
tributary the Sakae Krang on 
Tuesday.
Regional Irrigation Office 12 
warned governors of Uthai 
Thani, Chai Nat, Singburi, 
Ang Thong, Suphan Buri, 
Ayutthaya and Lopburi to 
prepare for overflows from 
the rivers.
The flood warning was 
issued after water at the 
Chao Phraya Dam in Chai 
Nat rose to critical levels 
following heavy monsoon 
rain upstream.
Residents, farmers and 
businesses located close 
to the Chao Phraya and 
Sakaekrang rivers were 
warned to monitor the flood 
situation closely.

Labor win in Australia 
sparks Indonesian hope 
for fresh relationship
(The Jakarta Post/ ANN) 
-- Indonesia has pinned 
its hopes on more policy 
alignment with the new 
Australian government, 
after Labor Party leader 
Anthony Albanese was 
sworn into the premiership 
on the promise of a 
progressive climate policy 
and of putting immediate 
neighbors at the heart of 
its foreign policy.   Over 
the last decade or so, 
Jakarta has had a hot-and-
cold relationship with 
Canberra that has fluctuated 
from extremely tense to 
practically cordial, partly 
due to the “revolving-
door” of premierships that 
underscored the polarising 
character of Australian 
politics.

Samsung unveils 
largest-ever W450tr 
investment for chip 
supremacy
(The Korea Herald/ ANN) 
-- South Korea’s largest 
conglomerate Samsung 
announced Tuesday plans 
to invest a combined 450 
trillion won (US$355.8 
billion) and create some 1 
million jobs in Korea over 
the course of five years 
-- the largest ever in the 
group’s history -- in order 
to maintain its competitive 
edge and navigate 
uncertainties.
Samsung also chose 
chip design, foundry and 
biotechnology as the major 
three pillars of its future 
growth in its investment 
guidance.
The groupwide plan is 
expected to set the stage 
for the early arrival of the 
world‘s most advanced 
technologies in the fields 
of semiconductors, 
biotechnology, artificial 
intelligence and 
telecommunications.

(SJB), Nimal Siripala de 
Silva (SLFP), Mahinda 
Amaraweera (SLFP) and 
Ahamed Naseer Zainulabdeen 
(SLMC) had accepted 
portfolios against the wishes 
of their parties, he said.

The SLFP contested the 
last general election in August 
2020 on the SLPP ticket. 
So far of the 14-member 
S L F P p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
group, two seniors have 
switched their allegiance 
to President Gotabaya 
Ra japaksa  –  P remie r 
Ranil Wickremesinghe 
government.

None of those who 
had been questioned by 
the police in connection 
with unprovoked attacks 
on the public demanding 
the resignation of President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and 
Premier Mahinda Rajapaksa 
not included in the Cabinet-
o f -Min i s t e r s .  Fo rmer 
Premier Mahinda Rajapaksa 
and ex- ministers, Chamal 
Rajapaksa, Basil Rajapaksa, 
Namal  Rajapaksa and 
Shashendra Rajapaksa, too, 
have been left out.

Dissident MP Udaya 
Gammanpila yesterday 
said that of the rebel group 
comprising several political 
parties six members had 
so far accepted portfolios. 
“There were altogether 
about 53 members, of them 
Wijeyadasa Rajapakse, 
Susil Premjayanth, Nalin 
Fernando, Tiran Alles, Nimal 
Siripala de Silva and Mahinda 
Amaraweera  accepted 
portfolios. However, we 
are confident of our strategy 
being in place,” Attorney-at-
Law Gammanpila said.

The SLPP won 145 seats 
at the last general election in 
August 2020.

An elderly resident is inoculated at a vaccination site at Yongdinglu Sub-district of Haidian 
district in Beijing, China, March 14, 2021.                 --Photo Xinhua

Inhalable vaccine new 
option for booster shot

More Opp. members switch 
allegiance as six more 
ministers are sworn in

keep fuel prices affordable 
to limit the volatility of 
essential food prices, and 
calls on countries not to 
hoard energy commodities.

The resolution calls 
on international financial 
institutions to find urgent, 
affordable  and t imely 
s o l u t i o n s  t o  s u p p o r t 
developing countries, in 
particular, those highly 

indebted, in responding 
to the food security crisis, 
through, but not limited to, 
facilitating, access to debt 
relief, concessional finance 
and grants.

I t  cal ls  on member 
states, the United Nations, 
h u m a n i t a r i a n  a n d 
development organisations 
and other relevant actors 
to urgently and effectively 

respond to, prevent and 
prepare for rising global 
food insecurity affecting 
millions of people.

It also calls on member 
states to heed the urgent 
UN humanitarian appeal 
to assist countries facing 
armed conflict, drought, 
starvation and famine with 
emergency aid and urgent 
funding.

UN General Assembly... FROM PAGE 1
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(The  Nat ion /ANN)  - - 
Online scams are posing 
a serious challenge in 
Thailand, forcing both 
the government and the 
private sector to improve 
s e c u r i t y  t e c h n o l o g y 
and strictly enact data 
protection regulations.

B e t w e e n  M a r c h  1 
and May 10, Thai police 
received 22,426 complaints 
related to cybercrime, of 
which 5,079 were directly 
related to financial fraud. 
These fraudsters  dupe 
people out of 1.5 billion 
baht a month on average, 
police said.

U p  t o  6 , 5 9 3  b a n k 
accounts have been frozen 
and officials have been 
able  to  recover  76.36 
million of the 2.06 billion 
baht damages recorded 
so far.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
National Economic and 
S o c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Council (NESDC) pointed 
out that in 2021, more 
than 6.4 million fraudulent 
phone calls were reported 
in Thailand, up 270 per 
cent,  while fraudulent 
SMS messages rose by 57 
per cent.

Based on complaints 
filed in 2021, it was found 
tha t  more  than  1 ,600 
people had fallen victim 
to call-centre gangs, losing 
more than 1 billion baht. 
There were also 48,513 
online complaints, more 
than double the number in 
the previous year.

A n o t h e r  N E S D C 
survey found that nearly 
half or 48.1 per cent of 
the population has been 
scammed in some way or 
the other, of whom at least 
42.6 per cent have been 
victims of financial fraud, 
l o s ing  app rox ima te ly 
2,400 baht per person.

Studies show that Gen 
Y and Gen Z are the most 
vulnerable to online scams 
due to the amount of time 
they spend online. Though 
Gen X and Baby Boomers 
are relatively safe, the 
latter have been found to 
suffer the highest damage 
in terms of value.

Besides, more than half 
of the victims take little 
or no action because they 
believe the government’s 
prevention/management 
methods are not effective 
enough.

(China Daily/ANN) -- 
A range of factors have 
helped Asia’s supply chains 
weather the COVID-19 
pandemic better than those 
in other parts of the world. 
But vigilance is needed to 
maintain these vital trade 
links.

T h e  p a n d e m i c  h a s 
c r e a t e d  s u p p l y  a n d 
demand mismatches and 
reallocated global demand 
from services to goods. As 
a result, supply disruptions 
have emerged alongside the 
global recovery.

Asia ,  however,  has 
been less affected than 
other regions, as reflected 
by smaller increases in 
delivery times by suppliers 
in the manufacturing sector 
from February to April 
2020. Delivery times have 
remained moderate since 
May 2020.

What’s more, deliveries 
are now faster than they 
were on average globally 
from 2016 to 2021 in 
China, Indonesia, India and 
Thailand. In the Republic 
of Korea, the Philippines, 
Vietnam and Malaysia, 
delivery times are longer, 
but less than in the euro 
area, the United States and 
several other advanced 
economies.

There are at least three 
reasons why Asia’s supply 
chains  have not  been 

Nearly half the people 
in Thailand hit by 

fraudsters, survey shows
Supply chains in Asia shaken but unshattered

Workers inspect brand tags on apparel ready for packaging at a textile factory of Texport 
Industries in Hindupur town in the southern state of Andhra Pradesh, India, Feb 9, 2022. 

--Photo Agencies

disrupted to the same extent 
as elsewhere.

First, demand in Asia 
did not shift from services 
to goods as much as it did 
in the US. Services activity 
in the region continued to 
be hindered by COVID-19 
mobility restrictions in 
2021, but reduced spending 
on services did not boost 
purchases of goods as 
much as it did in the US 
and in some other advanced 
economies. This was partly 
because disposable income 
recovered more slowly in 
Asia’s developing countries 

than it did in advanced 
economies, and because 
fiscal stimulus especially 
direct cash transfers to 
households was much larger 
in the US.

Second, the upstream 
position of some Asian 
e c o n o m i e s  p r o t e c t e d 
them from supply-chain 
bottlenecks. Bottlenecks 
at any point along a value 
chain can affect downstream 
i n d u s t r i e s .  U p s t r e a m 
industries are thus somewhat 
m o r e  s h e l t e r e d  f r o m 
disruptions. This includes 
the manufacturing of inputs 

for electronics, which is 
the backbone industry for 
several Asian economies.

Third, the region has also 
been less affected by rising 
shipping costs. The cost of 
shipping a container from 
Bangkok to main ports in 
Asia remained about 2.5 
times above pre-pandemic 
levels for most of 2021. In 
contrast, increased demand 
for shipping from China 
to advanced economies 
inflated freight rates to up to 
15 times their pre-pandemic 
levels in September last 
year.
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A national dialogue on 
business development to 
accelerate recovery from the 
Covid-19 pandemic through 
improvement of the business 
environment took place in 
Vientiane on Monday.

The meeting was co-
chaired by Deputy Minister 
of Industry and Commerce Dr 
Manothong Vongsay; ADB 
Country Director for Laos, 
Ms Sonomi Tanaka; and 
President of the Lao National 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (LNCCI), Mr Oudet 
Souvannavong.

Other  off icials  and 
business operators took part 
in the meeting both online 
and offline.

“Robust dialogue among 
all stakeholders at the 
national and subnational 
levels is important because 
i t  p rov ides  e s sen t i a l 
insights on improving the 
business environment,” Dr 
Manothong said. 

(The Phnom Penh Post/ANN) 
-- The global rise in fuel 
prices caused by the Ukraine 
conflict has pushed shipping 
prices in Cambodia up by 
15-20 percent compared 
to April, transport industry 
insiders and exporters have 
said, causing production costs 
in the Kingdom to rise across 
the board as a result.

On May 23, the retail 
price of regular-grade petrol 
increased by 0.9 percent, 
while that of diesel decreased 
by 6.9 percent, according to a 
notice issued by the Ministry 
of Commerce.

For the May 21-31 period, 
the retail sale prices of fuel in 
the Kingdom have been set at 
5,600 riel (US$1.38) per litre 
of regular EA92 (petrol with 
an octane rating of at least 92) 
and 5,400 riel (US$1.33) per 
litre of 50ppm diesel (with 
sulphur content of no more 
than 50 parts per million), the 
notice said.

The corresponding rates 
for May 11-20 were 5,550 
riel (US$1.37) and 5,800 riel 
(US$1.42) per litre of petrol 
and diesel respectively, a 
significant increase from 
4,200 riel (US$1.03) and 
3,800 riel (US$0.94) during 
the period beginning January 
1.

Cambodia Logistics 
Association president Sin 
Chanthy told The Post that 
rising fuel prices have affected 
all stages of production, from 
materials costs to prices of 
finished products. Oil, and 
subsequently shipping prices 
in Cambodia began to rise in 
April, following international 
market trends, after the 
Russian military offensive 
against Ukraine began in 
February.

“Freight rates across the 
country have risen by about 
15-20 percent since April, 
but international rates have 
been rising since mid-2020 
as Covid-19 became more 
prevalent, leading to rising 
shipping prices and [costs 
associated with] container 
congestion,” he said.

However, Chanthy said: 
“Considering the economy 
of Cambodia as well as the 
world as a whole, [the rise 

“This  dialogue can 
help boost the introduction 
and growth of productive 
enterprises, and in so doing 
accelerate Laos’ economic 
recovery from the Covid-19 
pandemic.”

The dialogue discussed 
issues affecting private sector 
enterprises, including the 
regulatory environment, and 
identified potential solutions 
and areas for improvement.

I t  underscored  the 
importance of reforms by the 
government, such as those 
implemented through Prime 
Minister Order No. 2 issued in 
2018 on improving business 
registration by providing 
tax identification numbers 
and enterprise registration 
certificates at the same time. 

The implementation of 
these reforms by subnational 
governments has reduced the 
cost and processing time of 
business registration by one-
third and should be used as 
a building block for further 
initiatives, according to the 

ADB.
“It is crucial to have 

sound mechanisms in place 
to ensure quality dialogue 
between the public and private 
sectors because this leads 
to agile policy formulation 
and quality programme 
implementation,” Ms Tanaka 
said.

“ I t  a l s o  e n h a n c e s 
transparency by allowing 
a space for stakeholders to 
share their concerns. ADB 
looks forward to continuing 
to support the government’s 
private sector and enterprise 
development through policy 
dialogue and knowledge 
operations.”

A joint LNCCI-ADB 
report was launched in 
March with support from 
the People’s Republic of 
China Poverty Reduction 
and Regional Cooperation 
Fund. It focuses on key areas 
including ease of starting a 
business, transparency and 
access to information, and 
regulatory burdens.

(From left) Ms Sonomi Tanaka, Dr Manothong Vongsay and Mr Oudet Souvannavong chair the 
conference in Vientiane on Monday.

LNCCI, ADB mull business 
development to spur 

recovery from pandemic

of shipping prices] has not 
had a significant impact. 
Some products have seen 
their prices increase, but no 
production chain has been 
stuck or very disrupted.”

Logis t i cs  Bus iness 
Association president Chea 
Chandara said that transport 
prices only started to rise 
in Cambodia in April, as 
companies were unable to 
offset financial losses caused 
by rising fuel prices.

“Even though the price of 
some domestic transport has 
been raised, it is only to break 
even,” he said. “There has 
been no profit to be made.”

Regarding the recent 
shortage of containers 
for Cambodian exports, 
Chandara said this problem 
has largely been eased and 
is less likely to happen in the 
near future.

C a m b o d i a  R i c e 
Federation president Song 
Saran said that the latest 
increase in fuel prices has 
not had a significant impact 
on the domestic rice sector, 
as mills are operated by 
electricity, rates of which 
have not increased.

However, he said, the 
increase in fuel rates could 
have an impact on the cost of 
rice cultivation, as it would 
raise prices associated with 
the rental of machinery for 
ploughing and harvesting.

Saran said that domestic 
shipping costs have fluctuated 
“somewhat”, with carriers 
charging a 20 percent ‘Fuel 
Charge’ while international 
shipping rates remain the 
same due to prices having 
already increased before the 
latest oil price hike.

Regarding the export of 

Cambodian milled rice to the 
international market, Saran 
said that in his view, there 
is “no big problem” as long 
as the amount of fuel still in 
supply remains stable.

He noted that oil has 
“little effect” on the cost of 
production of rice products, 
with costs for dry rice prices 
increasing just 13 percent due 
to its use in water pumping, 
while producing wet rice 
does not require the use of 
fuel at all.

However, he said that if 
fuel prices continue to rise 
long-term, the impact will 
stand to be even greater. “We 
are considering how much 
[the increase in fuel prices] 
will affect [the rice sector] 
as the situation is changing 
rapidly. We do not know if 
the conflict in Ukraine will 
end sooner or later, and if 
oil-producing countries can 
increase production to supply 
market demand,” he said.

“If fuel prices continue 
to rise, then shipping prices 
could rise further, but that 
does not mean [we should 
stop] shipping.”

The ministry notice 
shows that the current tri-
monthly regular EA92 rate 
was calculated by adding the 
US$0.8891 average Means of 
Platts Singapore (MOPS) over 
May 11-20, US$0.1716 in 
taxes and associated charges 
(US$0.0847 in customs duty, 
US$0.0200 in additional fees 
and US$0.0669 in special 
fees) and US$0.20 premium 
summing up to  about 
US$1.261 plus an extra 10 
percent surcharge on top of 
that for a total of US$1.3863 
or 5,632 riel, which were then 
adjusted to their final values.

Shipping rates rise 15-20 percent in May
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Times Reporters 

The shortage of fuel in 
Vientiane has impacted taxi 
services, with drivers hoping 
retail prices will gradually 
decrease so that they can 
meet the needs of foreign 
tourists expected to visit 
the country in the coming 
months.

“Honestly, I hope the retail 
price of fuel in our country 
will gradually decrease as we 
are set to welcome foreign 
visitors in the months to 
come. We hope to be able 
to earn a regular income 
after facing the impacts 
of Covid-19 pandemic for 
almost three years,” Mr 
Anouphab Phommachanh, 
a taxi driver, told Vientiane 
Times on Monday.

Mr Anouphab said some 
drivers were hit hard by the 

ANKARA (AA) -- German 
b u s i n e s s  c o n f i d e n c e 
continued to improve for a 
second consecutive month 
in May, according to the 
Munich-based Ifo Institute 
for Economic Research on 
Monday.

Despite the Russian 
mil i tary  operat ion on 

(Ahram Online/BRNN) -- 
Egypt’s exports increased by 
20 percent in the first quarter 
(1Q) of 2022, compared to 
the same period in 2021, 
despite the global crises, 
according to Minister of 
Trade and Industry Nevine 
Gamea.

The minister reported the 
numbers during a meeting on 
Sunday with Prime Minister 
Mostafa Madbouly and the 
heads of export councils to 
discuss proposals to double 
the country’s exports.

“This proves the ability 
of Egypt’s industry and 
products to withstand global 
challenges,” Gamea stressed.

Egyp t  ha s  a l r eady 
achieved a noticeable increase 
in the field of exports, but the 
government looks forward to 
achieving leaps in exports, 
read a cabinet statement.

Egypt’s non-oil exports 
reached an all-time high of 
US$32.1 billion in 2021, up 
from the US$25.4 billion 
recorded in 2020 an increase 

(Global Times/BRNN) -- 
Many places across China 
have launched a new round 
of saline-alkali tolerant rice 
or better known as “seawater 
rice” transplanting this week, 
aiming to increase output 
as the country strives to 
ensure food security amid an 
increasingly uncertain global 
food market.

The domestic planting 
area of “seawater rice” 
surpassed 600,000 mu 

(40,000 hectares) by the end 
of 2021, and it is projected to 
exceed 1 million mu in 2022, 
the Qingdao Saline-Alkali 
Tolerant Rice Research and 
Development Centre told the 
Global Times on Sunday. 

“China has 1.5 billion 
mu of saline-alkali soil 
and 3 million mu can be 
improved,” Wan Jili, director 
of the technology R&D 
department of the centre, told 
the Global Times on Monday. 
She noted that the goal of 
improving 1 million mu of 
saline-alkali soil in 2022 will 
be a milestone. 

Current planting areas 
for saline-alkali tolerant 
rice are distributed among 
seven provinces, including 
Northwest China’s Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region, 
East China’s Zhejiang 

Covid-19 crisis, and many of 
them returned their taxis to 
leasing companies after being 
unable to repay the firms 
as they were not earning a 
regular income from driving 
their taxis.

“I’d say that many taxi 
drivers used to earn a good 
income before the Covid-19 
outbreak. But even after 
the pandemic is controlled 
and the country reopens to 
foreign tourists, the second 
problem will be the high 
price of fuel,” he said, adding 
that this issue should be 
urgently tackled to allow 
taxi drivers to earn a proper 
livelihood.

Mr Anouphab said he 
usually spends 100,000 kip 
to 150,000 kip to fill the tank 
of his car, and he earned up 
to 300,000 kip to 400,000 kip 
a day before the Covid-19 

outbreak. After fuel prices 
were increased in recent 
months, spending 100,000 
kip on fuel resulted in daily 
earnings of only 200,000 kip, 
he said.

Laos is fully dependent 
on imported fuel and must 
pay for all the supplies in 
foreign currency. The current 
shortage of foreign currencies 
combined with the weak kip 
has forced importers to put 
the brakes on purchases.  

The government  i s 
currently working with the 
private sector to address this 
issue. 

The tourism sector and 
related services are hoping 
that the return of foreign 
tourists and investors will 
lead to increased earnings in 
foreign currencies and help 
tide over the shortage of 
currency reserves.

Motorists seen queuing for fuel at a petrol station in the national capital of Vientiane.

Hike in fuel prices hurts taxi drivers, 
impacts daily income earners 

German business confidence 
rises for 2nd month in row

Ukraine, the Ifo Business 
Climate Index rose to 93 
points, up from 91.9 points 
in April, the survey from 
the research institution 
revealed.

It showed that while 
companies appreciated 
their current business, they 
remained skeptical for the 

coming months.
“The German economy 

has proven itself resilient in 
the face of inflation concerns, 
material bottlenecks, and the 
conflict in Ukraine.

“There are currently 
no observable signs of a 
recession,” said Ifo President 
Clemens Fuest.

and Jiangsu provinces, 
and Northeast China’s 
Heilongjiang and Liaoning 
provinces.

Qingdao in East China’s 
Shandong Province on 
Sunday kicked off the fifth 
transplanting festival for 
saline-alkali tolerant rice. 
North China’s Inner Mongolia 
Autonomous Region, the 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 
Region ,  Hei longj iang 
Province and Zhejiang 

Province also kicked off the 
annual transplanting at the 
same time.

“The species of rice 
we are transplanting can 
grow in saline water with 
concentrations of eight per 
1,000, and its output per 
mu can reach about 450 
kilograms, about half of the 
regular rice output,” Wan 
noted. She said even though 
the output of saline-alkali 
tolerant rice is low, it is better 
than having nothing produced 
from “wasted” land. 

Rice is one of the most 
important grain crops for 
Chinese people, so its 
output draws attention from 
agricultural authorities, Jiao 
Shanwei, editor-in-chief 
of industry news website 
cngrain.com, told the Global 
Times on Monday.

“China can produce 
about 200 million tons of 
rice each year at present 
if there are no large-scale 
natural disasters, and rice is 
slightly oversupplied in the 
market,” he noted, adding 
that some countries have 
tightened grain exports, but 
their measures can hardly 
affect China’s grain security, 
especially for rice.

Developed by China’s 
“Father of Hybrid Rice” 

the late Yuan Longping, the 
“seawater rice” is a major 
breakthrough in China’s 
efforts to expand rice output. 

On May 28, 2018, Yuan 
initiated the first transplanting 
festival for saline-alkali 
tolerant rice. After Yuan died 
on May 22, 2021, the Qingdao 
Saline-Alkali Tolerant Rice 
Research and Development 
Centre, one of the places 
where he worked, changed 
the date of the festival to May 
22 in order to commemorate 
the renowned agricultural 
researcher.

“Yuan’s goal was to 
improve 100 million mu 
of wasted soil by planting 
saline-alkali tolerant rice, 
which means adding 100 
million mu of cultivated land 
for the country a noble ideal,” 
Wan noted.

China launches large-scale 
‘seawater rice’ transplanting 

to boost output

Workers harvest seawater rice developed by the late scientist Yuan Longping and his team at 
a planting base in Jinghai District, north China’s Tianjin municipality.of 26 percent according to 

figures released by the trade 
ministry.

Madbouly added that 
the government views the 
current global crisis as an 
opportunity to work on some 
tracks, foremost of which 
is the industry and export 
sector.

He also instructed Gamea 
to prepare with the export 
councils general worksheets 
one for each council on how 
to double the export rates.

Furthermore, the PM 
directed Gamea to speed 
up the announcement of the 
available industrial zones, 
the mechanisms of allocating 
them by the usufruct system, 
and the respective payment 
system, in addition to the 
necessary procedures to 
obtain the licenses.

Madbouly’s directives 
go in line with the country’s 
efforts to provide more 
facilities for investors and 
raise the private sector’s 
engagement in the economy 

to 65 percent within three 
years, up from the current 
30 percent.

These measures are part 
of a broader plan Madbouly 
announced last week to 
cope with the current global 
economic crisis resulting 
f rom the  coronavi rus 
pandemic and Russian-
Ukrainian conflict.

Additionally, Gamea 
said that a comprehensive 
development plan for the 
system of procedures and 
services provided by the 
Industrial Development 
Authority the state body 
responsible for industrial 
zones nationwide is currently 
in the making.

The plan aims to grant 
more facilities to investors 
in various industrial sectors 
in line with the state’s plan 
to attract more local and 
foreign investments in the 
industrial sector with the aim 
of raising GDP, providing 
jobs, and deepening local 
industrialisation, she added.

Egypt’s exports up by 20 percent Y-o-Y 
in 1Q 2022: Trade minister
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Notice of Tender
for the Construction of the RMNCH Training and Nutrition Service Center (at 
Luangnamtha) and Gender and EVAW Center (at Vientiane Capital), Lao PDR

May 24 2022
 

1. The Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) Lao PDR Office invites  
prospective bidders for the Construction of “1) RMNCH (Reproductive, 
Maternal,  Newborn  Child  and Health) Training and Nutrition Service 
Center (at Luangnamtha), and 2)  Gender and EVAW(Elimination of Violence 
against Women) Center (at  Vientiane   Capital).” These two projects are to be 
constructed with the grant aid of the Government of Republic of Korea.

2. Brief of Bidding
 Bid Title: Construction of the RMNCH Training and Nutrition Service 

Center (at luangnamtha) and Gender and EVAW Center (at Vientiane 
Capital), Lao PDR

	 Bid	Type:	International	Open	Competitive	Bidding	with	Qualification	
 Contract Duration 
	 Project	for	RMNCH:	18	months	from	the	effective	(contract)	date
	 Project	for	LWU,	EVAW:	18	months	from	the	effective	(contract)	date
 Estimated Budget: Approx. USD 1,411,000 (VAT excluded)
 Type of Currency (Bid Price): United States Dollar (USD)
 Language of Proposal: English 
  *Note: All documents shall be in English except for the documents delivered by the  

government administration, bank, educational and professional organizations 
for the proof of Quantification Criteria and Bid Evaluation Criteria.

 Summary of Construction Services 
	 - Type: New construction
 - Construction Summary

3.	 Qualification	Requirements	for	Bidders
 The Bidder must submit the Application form and the related evidence from 

09:00  on May 25th, 2022 to 17:00 on 31st May, 2022.
 As of the deadline for submitting bids, it is a company that completes registration 

in Lao PDR, a local subsidiary, and submits related evidence documents with 
companies that can carry out construction project

 The result of the Qualification for the Bid will be informed on June 09th, 2022.
 Consortium or Joint Venture is NOT allowed for this Bid.
 
4.	 Acquisition	of	Bidding	Documents
 The KOICA Lao PDR Office will invite sealed bids from to the Eligible Bidders. 

The bidding documents(RFP, Bidding Document) will be distributed in KOICA 
Lao PDR Office or   by   e-mail on June 10th, 2022, 17:00.

 The Request for Proposal (RFP) includes following documents but not limited to:
*Note: RFP including the documents below will be provided to qualified Bidders.
- Information and Instruction about the Bid (Technical Specifications, Design 

Drawings, Unpriced Bills of Quantity(BOQthe statement must be submitted at   
the contract time)

- Bidding Forms
- Conditions of Contract including Contract Form

5. Submission of Bidding Documents
 The Tender is requiring the companies to submit the documents including 

required               attachments for the evaluation. All submitted documents must 
be notarized. (Submission quantity is specified in the RFP) 

 -   Enterprise Registration License 
 -  Business License (Construction) (2022) 
 -  TAX Payment Certificate (2021)
 -  Financial Statement (2022, Balance sheet, Bank Statement)
 -  Evidence of performance in Lao PDR (2017~2021) 
  Place for Bid Submission: KOICA Lao PDR Office
  Bid	Closing	(Submission):	June	30th,	2022,	17:00	at	KOICA	Lao	Office
  Bid	Opening:	July	1st,	2022,	14:00	at	KOICA	Lao	PDR	Office
 All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of amount equivalent to two 

point   five    percent (2.5%) of the “Bid Price” with its guarantee period from no 
later than Bid Closing  Date (before June 30th 2022) to not earlier than Thirty 
Days (days) after the Bid Opening   Date (after July 1st, 2022).

 Price proposal shall be equal or less than the ‘Estimated Price’ and equal or more 
than the     ‘Minimum Price.’ Any bid exceeding the above limitation may result 
in rejection of its bid.

 ‘Estimated Price’ will be announced at the Bid Opening by a random draw and 
‘Minimum   Price’ will be determined based on the announced ‘Estimated Price’

 Price proposal by bidders and final contract price shall be exclusive of VAT.

 As this bid is a part of ODA (Official Development Assistance) project between 
the Government of Republic of Korea and Lao PDR, this project benefits 
exemption of ValueAdded Tax(VAT). Thus, KOICA Lao PDR office is not 
responsible for VAT discharge or refund.

 
6. Selection of the Successful Bidder
 Only bidders that meet the Qualification Requirements are subject to bid. 
 Selection by Lowest Bidding Price with Eligibility Evaluation.
 Eligibility Evaluation consists of Bid Price Evaluation of Seventy (70) Points 

and  Performance Ability Evaluation of Thirty (30) Points. Total of one hundred 
(100)  points.

 The details of the successful bidder selection are described in the bidding 
documents (Request for Proposal).

 
7. Other Bidding Information
 A PreBid Meeting shall not be held and shall be substituted by the distribution of 

tender documents.
 Site Visit: Site Visit is not required.
 All Inquires shall be submitted via email(laos@koica.go.kr) from June 13th, 

2022 to 14:00 on June 14th, 2022.
 The KOICA Lao PDR Office requires that Bidders and Contractors observe 

the highest standard of ethics during the procurement and execution of such 
contracts. In pursuance of    this policy, KOICA,

 - will reject a proposal for award if it determines that the Bidder recommended 
for award has engaged in corrupt or fraudulent practices in competing for the 
contract in question.

 - will recognize such a Contractors as ineligible, for a period determined by  
KOICA.

 KOICA Lao PDR Office shall not be responsible for any costs or expenses 
incurred by  Bidders in connection with the preparation or delivery of  bids

	 All bidders are expected to examine all instructions, forms, terms and 
specifications of the   bidding documents. Failure to furnish all information 
required by the bidding  documents or submission of a bid not substantially 
responsive to the bidding  documents in every respect  shall be at the Bidder’s 
risk and may result in the  rejection of the bid.

 
8. Contact Information
 Employer: KOICA Laos Office
 Address: 3rd Floor, Vientiane Plaza Hotel, Sailom road Hatsady-neua village, 

chanthabouly district P.O. Box 10822, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR
 Email: laos@koica.go.kr
 Tel: +856-21-263-331
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Bidding Announcement for the Advertising Media Management Right Project of the 
Passenger Station of the China-Laos Railway from Boten to Vientiane (Secondary)

(Tender No.: MWTLZS2022-01)
1. Tender conditions
This bidding project is the advertising media management right project of the passenger station 
of the Boten to Vientiane section of the China-Laos Railway. The tenderer is Laos-China 
Railway Co., Ltd., and the bidding agency is China Railway Materials Co., Ltd. This project 
has been approved to be carried out by public bidding. According to the principles of openness, 
fairness, impartiality and good faith, bidders who meet the requirements are welcome to 
participate in this bidding. The bidders participating in this project are kindly requested to 
read the bidding announcement and bidding documents carefully, and do the corresponding 
preparations carefully.
2. Project overview and bidding scope
2.1 Project name: Advertising media management right project for the passenger station of the 
Boten to Vientiane section of the China-Laos Railway .
2.2 Project Overview: The new railway line from Boten to Vientiane starts from Boten, the 
China-Laos border port in the north, and goes south through Nanta Province, Oudomxay 
Province, Luang Prabang Province, and Vientiane Province in northern Laos to the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic. The capital city of Vientiane has a total length of 422.4km. Adopting 
Chinese railway technical standards, the Chinese company is responsible for the project 
construction, and the railway project has been opened to traffic in December 2021. There are 
10 passenger stations in Boten, Nadui, Namo, Muong Sai, Muang Ah, Luang Prabang, Muang 
Kashi, Vang Vieng, Phong Hong and Vientiane.
2.3 Tender content: GG01 (station advertising) package: advertising media in Mowan Railway 
Passenger Station, including 21 LED screens with a total area of 66.58m2; 12 screen brushing 
machines with a total area of 28.80 m2; 219 light box media, The total area is 2,873.88 square 
meters; there are 67 kanban media with a total area of 383.46 square meters, and the total area 
of advertising media in the passenger station is 3,352.72 square meters.
The quantity and area of advertising media in the package shall be subject to the actual delivery 
by the tenderee. For specific locations, please refer to the tender documents.
2.4 Operation period: The period of advertising media operation rights is 36 months, and the 
winning bidder will be given a free advertisement release preparation period of 1 month. The 
free advertisement release preparation period is not included in the 36-month operation period.
2.5 Qualification review method: post-qualification review.
2.6 Bidding reserve price: Please refer to the bidding documents for details.
3. Qualification requirements for bidders
3.1 Bidders must be registered in accordance with the law, have the qualifications of an 
independent legal person, conform to the business scope of the bidding project, and be a 
legal person organization that can independently assume civil liability. The bidder must be 
an advertising agency (the business license must have the business scope of an advertising 
agency).
3.2 The registered capital of the bidder shall not be less than RMB 3 million or USD 480,000 
or Lao Kip 6 billion.
3.3 The valid duration of the bidder shall not be less than 3 years.
3.4 Bidders must have the operating performance of LED screens, screen refreshers, light boxes 
and kanban advertising media in the past 5 years, and provide performance proof materials, 
including bid winning notices or contracts.
3.5 The bidder or the bidder’s controlling shareholder, actual controller, and key management 
personnel have no criminal records in the past three years, and the bidder has not been ordered 
to suspend production or business in the past three years.
3.6 Legal persons, other organizations or individuals who have an interest relationship with 
the tenderee that may affect the fairness of the tender shall not participate in the tender. If the 
person in charge of the unit is the same person or different units with holding or management 
relationship, they shall not participate in the competition for the same package. Violation of the 
above two provisions, the competition is invalid.
3.7 This tender does not accept the consortium to participate in the bidding.
4. Special agreement
4.1 The winning bidder must obtain various legal procedures for engaging in advertising 
business activities in Laos within 30 days of receiving the bid winning notice, and submit 
the relevant photocopies with the official seal to the tenderee for the record, otherwise the bid 
winning qualification will be cancelled.
4.2 The winning bidder must pay a performance bond to the tenderee at 5% of the total bid 
price and sign a business agreement within 30 days after the bid winning notice is issued; 
if the bidder fails to sign the relevant contract according to the requirements of the bidding 
documents, it will be disqualified from winning the bid. , included in the bidding blacklist.
4.3 Only after the winning bidder has paid the performance bond to the tenderee can he go 
through the media handover procedures with the tenderee. After the formal contract is signed, 
a one-time prepayment of 3 months of operating expenses (bidding price in the first year/12). 
The winning bidder needs to unconditionally pay the fees according to the advance payment 
cycle. If there is a dispute, the payment must be paid first and then negotiated. The advance 
payment cycle is 3 months.
4.4 The operation period of this bidding project is 3 years. During the period, the annual 
increase rate of media operation expenses is 10% compared with the previous year. Media 
operating expenses are based on the monthly winning bid price (the monthly winning bid price 
is the winning bid price for the corresponding operating year/12), and are settled according to 
the number (or area) of advertising media actually delivered by the tenderee.
4.5 After winning the bid, all procurement and operating expenses such as media equipment 
procurement, power connection, installation and maintenance shall be borne by the winning 
bidder. After the contract is completed, the winning bidder shall fully deliver the media to the 
tenderee, and the ownership and management rights of the media shall belong to the tendering 
unit. all.
4.6 The electricity expenses incurred during the operation of the media shall be borne by the 
winning bidder, and the daily inspection and maintenance expenses of the media equipment 
during the operation period shall be borne by the winning bidder.
4.7 The area and business format agreed in this tender do not limit the planning and 
implementation of the new establishment of the same or similar business format by Laos-China 
Railway Co., Ltd. due to development needs.
4.8 After the signing of the contract, if the contract is terminated due to the reasons of the 
successful bidder, the successful bidder must submit an application for termination of the 
contract to the tenderee no less than 30 days in advance; the tenderee shall, according to the 
application of the successful bidder, formulate a termination plan and study and approve it, 
and notify the winning bidder to pay the amount. Liquidated damages equal to the 3-month 
operating expenses of the project (calculated by the winning bid price in the third year/4); the 
contract will be terminated after the winning bidder has paid the liquidated damages.

4.9 The winning bidder shall be responsible for the design, production, and publication of 
advertising media during the business period, and shall bear the expenses incurred therefrom. 
The quality of the media canvas shall be implemented in accordance with the requirements 
of China State Railway Group Co., Ltd. and the tenderee. If the tenderee unifies media 
production, up and down publications and screen maintenance, the winning bidder shall 
cooperate unconditionally and shall not raise any objections. If media rectification is involved 
for security reasons during the agreement period, the winning bidder shall be responsible and 
bear the expenses incurred. After the agreement expires, the winning bidder must publish the 
commercial advertisement published by himself.
4.10 Bidders must go to the site to survey the advertising media before bidding. When 
participating in the bidding, they must recognize the current status of the advertising media, 
and must not raise any objections after winning the bid.
4.11 During the performance of the contract, the winning bidder must obey and actively 
cooperate with any government at all levels of Laos and its relevant departments, the Laos-
China Railway Co., Ltd. to requisition the media or restrict the publication of content. Both 
parties can settle the operating expenses of the requisitioned media according to the contract, 
and the winning bidder shall be responsible for the loss caused by the restriction of publishing 
content.
4.12 Bidders should fully consider the impact of normalization of epidemic prevention and 
control, adjustment of quarterly train operation map, etc. on operation.
5. Acquisition of bidding documents - Chinese enterprises (referring to enterprises 
registered in China, the same below)
All companies that intend to participate in the competition, please submit a copy of the 
business license (official seal) and the identity of the purchaser from 9:30 on May 25, 2022 
to 17:30 on June 2, 2022 (Beijing time). Copy of certificate (official seal), sales registration 
form of bidding documents (scanned copy of seal, editable electronic version, see attachment 
for format), bank remittance voucher for tender payment, and screenshot of online registration 
on the National Railway Tendering Platform (see the next note for the acquisition method) 
Packaged and sent to the mailbox mwtlwz@126.com, the tenderee will send the bidding 
documents (electronic version) according to the mailbox registered in the sales registration 
form. This bidding document will not be sold on-site or by mail order.
Price of bidding documents: RMB 500 per package, non-refundable after sale.
Bidding documents fee collection method: wire transfer. Bidders should make sure to remit the 
tender payment to the designated account before receiving the bidding documents. The bidding 
number and package number must be indicated when remittance. Cash, personal remittance 
and other forms of payment are not accepted.
Bidding remittance information:
Account name: China Railway Materials Co., Ltd.
Account Bank: Zheshang Bank Beijing Fangzhuang Sub-branch
Bank Account Number: 1000001110120100006226
6. Acquisition of bidding documents - Laos or other countries’ enterprises (referring to 
enterprises registered in Laos or other countries, excluding Chinese enterprises)
Enterprises from Laos or other countries (excluding Chinese enterprises) that intend to 
participate in the competition, please bring the business from 8:30 on May 25, 2022 to 16:30 
on June 2, 2022 (Laos time). Copy of license copy, power of attorney of legal person, sales 
registration form of bidding documents, paper stamped information and purchaser’s ID card, 
pay the tender fee on-site at the lobby on the first floor of the main building of Laos-China 
Railway Co., Ltd., Headquarters Base of Saiseta Comprehensive Development Zone, Vientiane 
Registration, after the registration is successful, the tenderee will send the bidding documents 
(electronic version) according to the mailbox registered in the sales registration form.
Price of bidding documents: RMB 1,000 yuan or Laos 2.6 million kip per package, non-
refundable after sale.
Bidding documents fee collection method: cash.
Registration period: From May 25, 2022 to June 2, 2022, every day from 8:30 am to 11:00 am 
and from 14:00 pm to 16:30 pm (Vientiane Laos time)
Place of registration: Lobby on the first floor of the main building of Laos-China Railway Co., 
Ltd., Headquarters Base, Saiseta Comprehensive Development Zone, Vientiane, Laos
Sales Contact: Mr. Ye, Tel: 020-55530677
Other descriptions of the bidding documents: Bidders who have purchased the bidding 
documents for the GG01 package of this project can apply for the bidding documents for the 
package free of charge . The bidder must bring the receipt of the first registration, the copy of 
the business license, the power of attorney of the legal person, the paper-stamped information 
of the sales registration form of the bidding documents and the ID card of the purchaser to the 
Laos-China Railway of the Headquarters Base of Saisita Comprehensive Development Zone, 
Vientiane City, Laos The registration time is the same as above.
7. Submission of bidding documents
The time for submitting the bidding documents is: June 14 , 2022 from 8:30 to 9:30 ( Beijing 
time ) , and the deadline for submitting the bidding documents (the deadline for bidding, 
the same below) is June 2022 At 9:30 on March 14th , the place where Chinese companies 
submitted their bidding documents was on the second floor of China Earth Building, No. 6 
Beifengfeng , Haidian District, Beijing. The place where the bidding documents of enterprises 
from Laos and other countries are submitted is the conference room of Laos-China Railway 
Co., Ltd.
8. The medium of issuing the tender notice
The bidding announcement was also released on the Vientiane Times, the National Railway 
Procurement Platform, the China Railway Electronic Bidding Platform, and the China Bidding 
and Bidding Public Service Platform.
9. Contact information
Tenderee: Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd.
Address: Room 6022, 6th Floor , Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd., Headquarters Base, Saiseta 
Comprehensive Development Zone , Vientiane, Laos
Contact: Cai Chao
Tel: +856-02052970434 (Laos)
Bidding agency: China Railway Materials Co., Ltd.
Address : 7th Floor, Building C, Guohai Plaza, No. 17 Fuxing Road, Haidian District, Beijing
Contact: Li Haigao, Gao Wenting
Tel: +86-18810423774 (same number on WeChat), +856-02059950873 (Laos number), +86-
010-51898557
Email: mwtlwz@126.com

Date: May 25, 2022

Wednesday May 25, 2022
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Bidding Announcement for the Leasing Project of the Passenger Station and the Commercial 
Network in the Square in Front of the China-Laos Railway from Boten to Vientiane ( Secondary )

(Tender No.: MWTLZS2022-02)
1. Tender conditions
This bidding project is the leasing project of the passenger station and the commercial 
network of the station square in the Boten to Vientiane section of the China-Laos 
Railway . The tenderer is Laos- China Railway Co., Ltd., and the bidding agency is 
China Railway Materials Co., Ltd. This project is carried out by means of public bidding. 
According to the principles of openness, fairness, impartiality and good faith, bidders 
who meet the requirements are welcome to participate in this bidding. The bidders 
participating in this project are kindly requested to read the bidding announcement and 
bidding documents carefully, and do the corresponding preparations carefully.
2. Project overview and bidding scope
2.1 Project name: The project for leasing the commercial network of the passenger 
station and the square in front of the station of the China -Laos Railway from Boten 
to Vientiane .
Boten section of the China- Laos Railway starts from Boten, the border port between 
China and Laos, and goes south through Nanta Province, Oudomxay Province, Luang 
Prabang Province, and Vientiane Province in northern Laos to the capital of the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic. Vientiane City, the total length of the line is 422.4km. 
Adopting Chinese railway technical standards, the Chinese company is responsible for 
the project construction, and the railway project has been opened to traffic in December 
2021. There are 10 passenger stations in Boten, Nadui, Namo, Muong Sai, Muang Ah, 
Luang Prabang , Muang Kashi, Vang Vieng, Phong Hong and Vientiane.
2.3 Scope of bidding: This bidding project is a rental project for the passenger station 
and commercial outlets of the station square in the Boten to Vientiane section of the 
China-Laos Railway , with a total of 5 packages.
SY01-1 (catering, restaurant) package: including 2 restaurants, 4 restaurants, a total of 
6 points, with a total area of about 444.44 square meters, set in Vientiane and Luang 
Prabang bus station;
SY01-2 (catering, restaurant) package: including 1 restaurant, 4 restaurants, a total of 
5 points, with a total area of about 423.94 square meters, set in Vientiane and Luang 
Prabang bus station;
SY05-1 (souvenir retail and hotel, travel consultation ) package: including 17 souvenir 
retail stores, 10 hotels, travel consultation stores, a total of 27 points, with a total area 
of about 459.4 square meters, set up in many passenger stations along the line and the 
station square;
SY05-2 (travel supplies, clothing and accessories retail stores) package: including 7 
clothing and accessories retail stores, 12 travel supplies retail stores, a total of 19 
points, with a total area of about 421.09 square meters, set up in many passenger cars 
along the line Inside the station and the square in front of the station;
SY05-3 (handmade products, cosmetics retail and banking services) package: including 
11 handmade products retail stores, 10 cosmetics retail stores and 7 banking service 
retail stores, a total of 28 points, a total area of about 385.29 square meters, set In many 
passenger stations along the line and in the square in front of the station.
The number and area of commercial outlets in the above packages are subject to the 
actual delivery by the tenderee. Eligible bidders can choose a single package bidder or 
a multi-package bidder. For details, see the bidding documents. 
2.4 Operation period: 36 months. The winning bidder will be given a rent-free period 
of 45-90 days for decoration, of which the rent-free period for SY01-1 and SY01-2 
is 90 days; the rent-free period for SY05-1, SY05-2 and SY05-3 is 45 days. day, the 
rent-free period for decoration is not included in the rent calculation and is included in 
the 36-month lease term.
2.5 Qualification review method: post-qualification review.
2.6 Bidding reserve price: Please refer to the bidding documents for details.
3. Qualification requirements for bidders
3.1 Bidders must be registered in accordance with the law, have the qualifications of an 
independent legal person, conform to the business scope of the bidding project, and be 
a legal person organization that can independently assume civil liability.
3.2 Commercial outlets are limited to brand management, and their own brands must 
provide brand registration certificates; franchise operators must provide a competition 
authorization letter granted by the brand registrant; franchising must provide a 
franchise agreement.
3.3 The registered capital is not less than RMB 500,000 or USD 80,000 or Laos 1 
billion kip.
3.4 The valid duration of the bidder shall not be less than 3 years.
3.5 The bidder must provide the business performance of the same business type as 
the competitor’s package in the past 5 years, including the type of business outlet, 
establishment time and operation period, address, business model, etc., and attach 
business license and entity photos. If the commercial outlet of the same format is 
an individual industrial and commercial household, the bidder’s authorized operation 
documents for the commercial outlet, or documents certifying the relationship between 
the commercial outlet and the bidder must be provided. The performance provided 
must be consistent with the business format to be operated at the station. If multiple 
categories are to be operated, corresponding performance must be provided for each 
category (the SY05-1 package should at least provide souvenir retail or hotel, travel 
consulting performance, and the SY05-3 package Provide at least handmade goods 
retail or cosmetic retail performance).
3.6 The bidder or the bidder’s controlling shareholder, actual controller, and key 
management personnel have no criminal records in the past three years, and the bidder 
has not been ordered to suspend production or business in the past three years.
3.7 The bidder shall have a good business reputation, no disputes over property leasing 
and related matters, no violations of competition and contract performance, and no bad 
records such as breach of contract or violation of business operations.
3.8 Consortium participation in competition is not accepted.
4. Acquisition of bidding documents - Chinese enterprises (referring to enterprises 
registered in China, the same below)
intend to participate in the competition , please submit a copy of the business license 

(official seal) and the identity of the purchaser from 9:30 on May 25, 2022 to 17:30 
on June 2, 2022 (Beijing time). Copy of certificate (official seal), sales registration 
form of bidding documents (scanned copy of seal, editable electronic version, see 
attachment for format), bank remittance voucher for tender payment, and screenshot 
of online registration on the National Railway Tendering Platform (see the next note 
for the acquisition method) Packaged and sent to the mailbox mwtlwz@126.com, 
the tenderee will send the bidding documents (electronic version) according to the 
mailbox registered in the sales registration form. This bidding document will not be 
sold on-site or by mail order.
Price of bidding documents: RMB 500 per package, non-refundable after sale.
Bidding documents fee collection method: wire transfer. Bidders should make sure 
to remit the tender payment to the designated account before receiving the bidding 
documents. The bidding number and package number must be indicated when 
remittance. Cash, personal remittance and other forms of payment are not accepted.
Bidding remittance information:
Account name: China Railway Materials Co., Ltd.
Account Bank: Zheshang Bank Beijing Fangzhuang Sub-branch
Bank Account Number: 1000001110120100006226
5. Acquisition of bidding documents - Laos or other countries’ enterprises 
(referring to enterprises registered in Laos or other countries, excluding Chinese 
enterprises)
intend to participate in the competition , please bring the business from 8:30 on 
May 25, 2022 to 16:30 on June 2, 2022 (Laos time). Copy of license copy, power of 
attorney of legal person, sales registration form of bidding documents, paper stamped 
information and purchaser’s ID card , pay the tender fee on -site at the lobby on 
the first floor of the main building of Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd., Headquarters 
Base of Saiseta Comprehensive Development Zone , Vientiane Registration, after the 
registration is successful, the tenderee will send the bidding documents (electronic 
version) according to the mailbox registered in the sales registration form.
Price of bidding documents: RMB 500 per package or 1 million kip in Laos, non-
refundable after sale.
Bidding documents fee collection method: cash.
Registration period: From May 25, 2022 to June 2, 2022, every day from 8:30 am to 
11:00 am and from 14:00 pm to 16:30 pm (Vientiane Laos time)
Saiseta Comprehensive Development Zone , Vientiane, Laos
Sales Contact: Mr. Ye, Tel: 020-55530677
Other descriptions of the bidding documents: Bidders who have purchased the 
bidding documents for the SY01 and SY05 packages of this project can register for 
free and apply for the bidding documents of any two packages after the same package 
is split (such as the bidders who have purchased the SY05 package). , you can sign 
up for any 2 packages from SY05-1, SY05-2, SY05-3 for free), if you sign up for 
other packages, you must pay again. Bidders who have purchased the SY07 package 
bidding documents of this project can only apply for the SY05-1 package bidding 
documents for free, and must re-pay for other packages. The bidder must bring the 
receipt of the first registration, the copy of the business license, the power of attorney 
of the legal person, the paper-stamped information of the sales registration form of 
the bidding documents and the ID card of the purchaser to the Laos-China Railway of 
the Headquarters Base of Saisita Comprehensive Development Zone , Vientiane City, 
Laos The registration time is the same as above.
6. Submission of bidding documents
6.1 The time for submitting the bidding documents is: June 14 , 2022 from 8:30 to 9:30 
( Beijing time), and the deadline for submitting the bidding documents ( the deadline 
for bidding , the same below) is June 2022 At 9:30 on March 14th , the place where 
Chinese companies submitted their bidding documents was on the second floor of 
China Earth Building, No. 6 Beifengfeng , Haidian District, Beijing. The place where 
the bidding documents of enterprises from Laos and other countries are submitted is 
the conference room of Laos - China Railway Co., Ltd.
tenderee will not accept the bidding documents that are delivered overdue or not 
delivered to the designated place or not sealed in accordance with the requirements of 
the bidding documents .
7. The medium of issuing the tender notice
The bidding announcement was also published on Vientiane Times, National Railway 
Tendering Platform (https://zs.95306.cn/), China Railway Electronic Tendering 
Platform (https://www.bidding-crmsc.com.cn), China Railway Tendering Platform 
(https://zs.95306.cn/), Published on the bidding public service platform (www.
cebpubservice.com/). Our company does not assume any responsibility for the 
tender announcement and the contents of the tender announcement reprinted by other 
websites or media.
8. Contact information
Tenderee : Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd.
Address: Room 6022, 6th Floor, Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd., Headquarters Base, 
Saiseta Comprehensive Development Zone , Vientiane, Laos
Contact: Cai Chao
Tel: +856-02052970434 (Laos)
Bidding agency: China Railway Materials Co., Ltd.
Address: 7th Floor, Building C, Guohai Plaza, No. 17 Fuxing Road, Haidian District, 
Beijing
Contact: Li Haigao, Gao Wenting
Tel: +86-18810423774 ( same number on WeChat), +856-02059950873 (Laos 
number), +86-010-51898557
Email : mwtlwz@126.com

Date: May 25, 2022

Wednesday May 25, 2022
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Bidding Announcement for the Parking Lot, Public Toilet Operation and Property 
Management Service Projects in the Front Square of the Passenger Station of the China-

Laos Railway from Boten to Vientiane ( Tendering No.: MWTLZS2022-03)
1. Tender conditions
This bidding project is for the parking lot, public toilet operation and property 
management service project of the station square in front of the passenger station 
of the Boten to Vientiane section of the China-Laos Railway . The tenderer is Laos- 
China Railway Co., Ltd., and the bidding agency is China Railway Materials Co., Ltd. 
This project is carried out by means of public bidding. According to the principles of 
openness, fairness, impartiality and good faith, bidders who meet the requirements 
are welcome to participate in this bidding. The bidders participating in this project are 
kindly requested to read the bidding announcement and bidding documents carefully, 
and do the corresponding preparations carefully.
2. Project overview and bidding scope
2.1 Project name: Parking lot, public toilet operation and property management service 
project in front of the passenger station of the Boten to Vientiane section of the China-
Laos Railway .
Boten section of the China- Laos Railway starts from Boten, the border port between 
China and Laos, and goes south through Nanta Province, Oudomxay Province, Luang 
Prabang Province, and Vientiane Province in northern Laos to the capital of the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic. Vientiane City, the total length of the line is 422.4km. 
Adopting Chinese railway technical standards, the Chinese company is responsible for 
the project construction, and the railway project has been opened to traffic in December 
2021. There are 10 passenger stations in Boten, Nadui, Namo, Muong Sai, Muang Ah, 
Luang Prabang , Muang Kashi, Vang Vieng, Phong Hong and Vientiane.
2.3 Scope of Bidding: This bidding project is for the parking lot, public toilet operation 
and property management service project in front of the passenger station of the Boten 
to Vientiane section of the China-Laos Railway , with a total of 1 package.
Package number: TC01, package name: Station Square parking lot, public toilet 
operation and property management services; the scope of operations and services are 
as follows:
1. The right to operate the parking lot. There are two parking lots in the square in front 
of the 10 passenger stations along the Boten to Vientiane section of the China-Laos 
Railway, with a total of 20 parking lots . Among them, Vientiane Station has 116 small 
parking spaces and 22 large parking spaces, Vang Vieng Station has 52 small parking 
spaces and 15 large parking spaces, Luang Prabang Station has 101 small parking 
spaces and 38 large parking spaces, and the remaining 7 stations are about 210 There 
are about 554 parking spaces in total. The main sources of revenue of the parking lot 
include parking fees, rental fees for advertising space at road gates, etc.
2. The right to operate public toilets. There is a permanent civil public toilet in the 
square in front of the 10 passenger stations along the Boten to Vientiane section of the 
China-Laos Railway. Among them, the Vientiane Station, Labang Station and Wanrong 
Station are about 60 square meters, and the other 7 stations are about 40 square meters, 
with a total of about 460 square meters. square meters. The revenue sources of public 
toilets mainly include toilet fees, public toilet advertising space rental fees, etc.
3. Maintenance of facilities and equipment in the square in front of the station (civil 
works (including public toilets, gates, etc.), greening, water supply and drainage, lighting 
projects, etc.): including facility and equipment care, maintenance or dredging, fixing 
or reinforcement, maintenance, replacement, and holidays in the square decoration, 
lighting layout (excluding materials and equipment) and dismantling management.
4. Cleaning service for the square in front of the station. The lessee shall, in accordance 
with the requirements of the cleaning management standards, be responsible for 
cleaning, garbage removal, green plant maintenance, watering and dust prevention, 
epidemic elimination and other services within the square in front of the station, 
maintaining the normal use of the parking lot and maintaining a good parking 
environment; The public toilets are used normally and a good toileting environment 
is maintained; the rest and landscape environment of the square in front of the station 
is maintained.
The number and area of parking lots and public toilets in the package are subject 
to the actual delivery by the tenderee. For the content and requirements of property 
management services, please refer to the tender documents. 
2.4 Operation period: 36 months. In addition, the winning bidder will be given a free 
preparation period of 30 days. The free preparation period is not included in the rental 
period of 36 months.
2.5 Qualification review method: post-qualification review.
2.6 Bidding reserve price: Please refer to the bidding documents for details.
3. Qualification requirements for bidders
3.1 Bidders must be registered in accordance with the law, have the qualification of 
an independent legal person, conform to the business scope of the bidding project (the 
business scope includes parking management services and cleaning services), and be a 
legal person organization that can independently assume civil liability.
3.2 The registered capital of the company shall not be less than RMB 500,000 or USD 
80,000 or Lao Kip 1 billion.
3.3 The valid duration of the bidder shall not be less than 3 years.
3.4 The bidder must have the operating performance of the parking lot of the airport 
or railway station or expressway service area or bus hub or hotel, shopping mall or 
hospital in the past 5 years, and provide performance proof materials, including the 
notice or contract of Chinese businessmen.

3.5 The bidder or the bidder’s controlling shareholder, actual controller, and key 
management personnel have no criminal records in the past three years, and the bidder 
has not been ordered to suspend production or business in the past three years.
3.6 The bidder shall have a good business reputation, and shall have no disputes 
over property leasing and related matters, no violations of competition and contract 
performance, and no bad records such as breach of contract or violation of business 
operations.
3.7 Consortium participation in competition is not accepted.
4. Acquisition of bidding documents - Chinese enterprises (referring to enterprises 
registered in China, the same below)
intend to participate in the competition , please submit a copy of the business license 
(official seal) and the identity of the purchaser from 9:30 on May 25, 2022 to 17:30 
on June 2, 2022 (Beijing time). Copy of certificate (official seal), sales registration 
form of bidding documents (scanned copy of seal, editable electronic version, see 
attachment for format), bank remittance voucher for tender payment, and screenshot 
of online registration on the National Railway Tendering Platform (see the next note 
for the acquisition method) Packaged and sent to the mailbox mwtlwz@126.com, 
the tenderee will send the bidding documents (electronic version) according to the 
mailbox registered in the sales registration form. This bidding document will not be 
sold on-site or by mail order.
Price of bidding documents: RMB 500 per package, non-refundable after sale.
Bidding documents fee collection method: wire transfer. Bidders should make sure 
to remit the tender payment to the designated account before receiving the bidding 
documents. The bidding number and package number must be indicated when 
remittance. Cash, personal remittance and other forms of payment are not accepted.
Bidding remittance information:
Account name: China Railway Materials Co., Ltd.
Account Bank: Zheshang Bank Beijing Fangzhuang Sub-branch
Bank Account Number: 1000001110120100006226
5. Acquisition of bidding documents - Laos or other countries’ enterprises 
(referring to enterprises registered in Laos or other countries, excluding Chinese 
enterprises)
intend to participate in the competition should bring their business licenses from 8:30 
on May 25, 2022 to 16:30 on June 2, 2022 (Laos time). Copies of copies, copies of 
the purchaser’s ID card, and sales registration form of bidding documents (the above 
documents must be stamped with the official seal of the unit) and paper documents to 
pay on-site in the lobby of the main building of Laos - China Railway Co., Ltd. After 
the registration is successful, the tenderee will send the bidding documents (electronic 
version) according to the mailbox registered in the sales registration form .
Bidding document price: RMB 500 or Laos 1.3 million kip per package, non-
refundable after sale.
Bidding documents fee collection method: cash.
Registration time: From May 25, 2022 to June 2, 2022, daily from 8:30 am to 11:00 
pm, and from 14:00 pm to 16:30 pm (Vientiane, Laos time) Registration location: 
Laos Main Building Lobby of Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd., Headquarters Base, 
Saiseta Comprehensive Development Zone , Vientiane City
Sales Contact: Mr. Ye, Tel: 020-55530677 (Laos)
6. Submission of bidding documents
6.1 The time for submitting the bidding documents is: June 14 , 2022 from 8:30 to 9:30 
( Beijing time), and the deadline for submitting the bidding documents ( the deadline 
for bidding , the same below) is June 2022 At 9:30 on March 14th , the place where 
Chinese companies submitted their bidding documents was on the second floor of 
China Earth Building, No. 6 Beifengfeng , Haidian District, Beijing. The place where 
the bidding documents of enterprises from Laos and other countries are submitted is 
the conference room of Laos - China Railway Co., Ltd.
7. The medium of issuing the tender notice
The bidding announcement was also released on the Vientiane Times, the National 
Railway Tendering Platform, the China Railway Electronic Tendering Platform, and 
the China Tendering and Bidding Public Service Platform. Our company does not 
assume any responsibility for the tender announcement and the contents of the tender 
announcement reprinted by other websites or media.
8. Contact information
Tenderee: Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd.
Address: Room 6022, 6th Floor, Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd., Headquarters Base, 
Saiseta Comprehensive Development Zone , Vientiane, Laos
Contact: Cai Chao
Tel : +856-02052970434 (Laos)
Bidding agency: China Railway Materials Co., Ltd.
Address: 7th Floor, Building C, Guohai Plaza, No. 17 Fuxing Road, Haidian District, 
Beijing
Contact: Li Haigao, Gao Wenting
Tel: +86-18810423774 ( same number on WeChat), +856-02059950873 (Laos), +86-
01051898557
Email : mwtlwz@126.com

Date: May 25, 2022

Wednesday May 25, 2022
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Feature

Ekaphone Phouthonesy

This year marks the 
70 th anniversary 
of Laos-Australia 
d i p l o m a t i c 

relations. On this special 
occasion, as a former student 
under the Australia Award 
Scholarship programme, I 
am strongly motivated to 
share my feelings on what 
Australia means to someone 
like me, as well as how I have 
benefitted from my studies in 
Australia.

In 2016 and 2017, I had 
the great opportunity to 
study for a master’s degree 
in Public Administration 
(Management) at Flinders 
University in Adelaide, South 
Australia. During my two 
years in Australia, which 
is thousands of kilometres 
from Vientiane, this huge 
kangaroo country came to 
feel like my home away from 
home. 

Arriving in Adelaide 
in early January 2016, the 
weather was extremely hot 
although not so humid. At 
first, I thought this would be 
a big disaster for me as I had 
never experienced such an 
extreme climate, but I soon 
came to realise that I could 
adapt to my new environment 
thanks to the availability of 
the information.

On my first  day of 
orientation at the university, I 
was given a lot of information 
– about the weather, the 
facilities at the university, and 
the transport system – in fact 
everything I needed in order 
to get settled.

Adelaide is a small coastal 
city with a small population. 
But it has almost everything 
one could need, including 
modern education facilities, 
shopping centres, and of 
course, Lao and Thai food. 

Most of the people in 
Australia are of European 
descent, while there are also 
Cambodian, Lao, Vietnamese 
and Thai migrants. Although 
Australian people can often 
be straightforward, they are 
generally very kind. They are 
generous and ready to help 
those in need of assistance.

One of the things that 
impressed me the most is 
Australia’s cultural diversity. 
Although there are people 
of many different ethnic 
backgrounds in the country, 
they live in harmony. This 
is probably the core value 
of Australian culture and 
politics. It seems that the 
Australians have learnt from 
the mistaken belief that the 
policies of white Europeans 
did not guarantee success 
and peace.

The education system 
taught me that it was important 
not just to remember facts, 
but to understand cause and 

Australia: a home away from home

effect, and the relationship 
between various factors. 
This method of teaching and 
learning greatly empowered 
my ability to analyse and to 
think critically.

T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y 
occasions when I talked 
to my lecturers in order to 
understand what needed to 
be done to get a good grade in 
my assignments. Most of the 
time, they did not just tell me 
to do this or that, but asked 
me what my plan was.

They would ask me 
questions about what I 
planned to do so that they 
could provide feedback and 
offer comments, so that I 
knew if I was on the right 
track and could complete 
the assignment successfully. 
I came to realise that their 
questions were carefully 
crafted so that they shed a 
light on the path I needed to 
take on my learning journey.

The Australian system 
of education taught me 
that I must learn to think 
independently. The clue to 
this type of learning is that 
you must fully understand 
the questions being asked 
and then go to the library 
do a lot of reading in order 
to find evidence to support 
your thesis.

In my mini research 
experience, Australian 
l e c t u r e r s  w e r e  v e r y 
comfortable with formulating 
hypotheses, which requires 
proving a  theory and 
assessing its value.

T h e y  w e r e  v e r y 
supportive and encouraged 
me to do research that would 
challenge conventional 
thinking. They said that so 
long as I was able to provide 
sufficient evidence to support 
my hypothesis, I would get a 
high grade in the exam.

In my opinion,  the 
Australian education system 
is world class thanks to the 
modern learning facilities 
and labs. The system is not 

designed to tell students 
exactly what to do, but to 
encourage students to make 
up their own minds and 
provide evidence to support 
their thesis. The role of 
the lecturers is to provide 
guidance, while it is up to the 
individual to prove they can 
evaluate and learn.

This taught me that we 
should not draw a conclusion 
unless we have enough 
solid evidence to support it. 
We also should not judge 
people who have different 
opinions, because there is 
always more than one way of 
viewing a situation. Instead 
of just pushing our own 
point of view in order to 
win an argument, we should 
understand the basis of the 
other person’s thinking, 
and realise that there is not 
necessarily a right or wrong 
answer.

One of the most important 
things I learnt is that one 
community’s solution to a 
problem does not necessarily 
suit the needs of another 
group because of their 

different environments and 
circumstances. Therefore, 
it is important for each 
community to explore ways 
to be successful, based on 
evidence and facts rather than 
emotion or sentiment.

If asked whether the 
Australian education system 
benefitted my personal growth 
and career development, I 
can say that I now feel much 
more confident about putting 
my ideas across and carrying 
them through, because I have 
a much better understanding 
of cause and effect. I also 
understand and respect 
people who have different 
points of view, as they are 
viewing the situation from a 
different perspective.

In the past I always wanted 
to win the battle of argument 
but now I take the approach 
that it is better to ask the other 
person if they have enough 
evidence to support their 
claim. I think this approach is 
more productive, as it gives 
me the opportunity to learn 
from them.

My time at university in 

Australia has also bolstered 
my leadership ability. I 
understand now that being 
a leader does not necessarily 
mean that I hold a high 
position, but have the ability 
to take new initiatives and 
lead the implementation of a 
proposed project.

So long as you can prove 
the success of a project, 
you can be a leader even if 
you hold a lower ranking. 
This concept may be at odds 
with the opinion held by 
the majority of people, who 
believe that a leader is a 
person in a high position.

In conclusion, during the 
two years of my master’s 
degree  programme in 
Australia, I felt no pressure 
because of the fact that the 
country was thousands of 
kilometres from Laos. I felt 

Lao students in Adelaide participate in annual multicultural festival at Flinders university.

Flinders University in Adelaide, South Australia.

South Australia Governor, Mr Hieu Van Le (2014-2021) poses with international students at annual farewell reception in 2017.

Costal view of Adelaide city, South Australia.

that Australia was indeed 
a home away from home 
because of the kindness of 
the Australian people and the 
respect shown for diversity.

The Australian system 
of education empowered 
me because it equipped me 
with analytical thinking 
skills, which I can now use 
to explore ways to solve 
both my personal problems 
as well as social and national 
problems.

This article is written 
by Ekaphone Phouthonesy, 
a senior journalist and 
editor at the Vientiane 
Times. Ekaphone is an 
Australian Award Alumni 
with a Master’s Degree 
in Public Administration 
(Management) from Flinders 
Univers i t y,  Ade la ide , 
Australia.
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VIETNAM (Vietnam News/
ANN) -- Dried banana bark 
might sound useless to many, 
but by using his creativity 
and skill, artist Phan Van 
Dac in Quang Binh Province 
creates vivid landscapes and 
soulful portraits.

Living in a small alley 
in coastal Dong Hoi City 

Artist goes bananas with rustic artworks

in the central province, the 
80-year-old artist is often 
seen trimming and glueing 
rough-dried banana barks 
together to create pictures 
with the themes of nature, 
history or war.

Dac has had a passion 
for art since a young age. 
However, he chose to study at 

the Vinh Technical Workers 
School with the hope of 
having a stable job while 
growing up.

In 1965, he enlisted in the 
army and joined the 599th 
Division, stationed west 
of Truong Son Mountain 
Range.

Despite years of military 

service along the mountain 
range, the young soldier 
retained a passion for 
creating art. In the middle 
of the forest, he found a 
special material that was 
abundant ly  ava i lab le , 
eschewing the need for 
paper, paints or pencils.

“Wild  banana t rees 
grow luxuriantly along the 
western side of the range. 
I recognised that dried 
banana bark had a beautiful 
reddish-brown colour, the 
shades of which varied in 

each layer. They could be 
combined with creativity 
to make pictures,” the self-
taught artist said. 

Dac’s first picture made 
from the material  was 
entitled Vu Dieu (Dance), 
which was inspired by the 
performance of a student 
a t  the Vietnam Dance 
Academy.

“ W h e n  I  c r e a t e d 
t h i s  f i r s t  a r t w o r k ,  I 
was overwhelmed with 
happiness as I did not 
expect banana bark to 
bring out such a rustic and 
unique look,” he said.

After returning from 
the army, he created many 
works and had more time to 
study the characteristics of 
the material and methods 
to prolong its longevity.

The artist revealed the 
secret to a perfect picture: 
“The banana bark must be 
naturally dried. Fresh bark 
that is peeled off and dried 
cannot be used.”

T h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  a 
picture depends largely 
on the glue that binds 
the bark and the way it 
is preserved. Its colours 
will fade during the rainy 
season but resume their 
original reddish-brown 
colour in the dry season.

In the past 60 years, 
Dac has created over 700 
works, many of which 
are displayed in cultural 
m u s e u m s  a n d  h a v e 
travelled abroad to as far 
as Germany and Russia.

The main themes of 
his art are historical and 
regional heritage, the army, 
landscapes, and portraits. 
Dac said that the length of 
time needed to complete 
a work depended on the 
level of details. Those 
with simple colours might 
be finished in one or two 
days, but more complex 

ones can take longer time.
Some  o f  h i s  mos t 

renowned works are Diem 
Chot (The Key Point), 
depicting the image of the 
South Vietnamese Liberation 
Army at the Quang Trị 
battlefield, which is exhibited 
at the Vietnam Military 
Museum, or Binh Yen O 
Bien (Peace at the Sea) that 
is now a part of the collection 
of the Vietnam Fine Arts 
Association.

Portraits of President Ho 
Chí Minh and General Vo 
Nguyen Giap, as well as 
the landscape of UNESCO 
heritage site Phong Nha-Ke 
Bang, are also displayed at 
many tourist attractions in 
Quang Binh.

One of his portraits 
of President Ho, entitled 
Huong Sen (Lotus Scent), 
was presented to the Ho Chi 
Minh Museum in 2013. The 
picture impresses viewers 
with its soulful image of 
the late president, with his 
white hair and beard, gentle 
eyes,  and affect ionate 
smile, familiar to millions 
of Vietnamese. In front of 
the portrait is an image 
of some blooming lotus 
flowers that symbolise his 
hometown, Sen (Lotus) 
village.

Painter Nguyen Luong 
Sang, head of the Fine 
Arts Division, Literature 
and Arts Association of 
Quang Bình, appreciates 
and respects Dac’s work.

“Dac is among the first 
generation of Quang Binh 
artists. His pictures evoke 
feelings of familiari ty 
and simplicity from their 
subjects to expressions. 
He has also contributed 
to introducing the image 
of Quang Bình, its culture 
and people to domestic and 
international friends,” Sang 
said. 

Many of Dac’s artworks depict foreign landscapes: Pha That Luang in Vientiane, Laos. 
--Photo suckhoedoisong.vn

Artist Phan Van Dac beside one of his portraits of President Ho, entitled ‘Huong Sen’ (Lotus 
Scent), was presented to the Ho Chi Minh Museum in 2013.                            --Photo tuoitre.vn

Rough dried banana barks could turn into soulful artworks with the artist’s creativity.                    --Photo suckhoedoisong.vn
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Opinion

Lamphone Pasanthong 

Mr Bountheo Xayyavong, 
a farmer in Pakngum 
district, Vientiane: The 

rainy season began early 
this year which is good and 
I planned to plant more 
rice than last year because 

What can the government do to support 
farmers during the fuel shortage?

The fuel shortage is affecting farmers, who are calling on the government to take urgent action to resolve 
the crisis as they are in desperate need of fuel for their tractors and other farming machinery. Authorities 

have urged members of the public to avoid unnecessary travel in order to preserve fuel for farming. 
Vientiane Times asked for people’s thoughts on what could be done to help farmers. 

I have a big family and 
my sons are unemployed 
because of the Covid-19 
pandemic. But now we’re 
faced with a fuel shortage. 
I’ve been going all over the 
place trying to get petrol but 
I’ve been unsuccessful. I 
urge the government to find 
a solution to the crisis as 
soon as possible. If I can’t 
get petrol, I don’t know 
where we’re going to get 
the rice we need to eat next 
year.    

Ms Lattana, an employee 
in Sikhottabong district, 
Vientiane: I think it’s 
good that the authorities 
have asked people to 
save fuel by not making 
unnecessary journeys, so 
that enough reserves of 
petrol are available for 
farming and other essential 

activities. But right now it’s 
impossible for most people 
to go anywhere anyway 
because we just can’t get 
any petrol. Everyone has to 
go to work to earn money, 
or go to school, as well as 
doing other essential things. 
In my view, the government 
must fix this problem 
as soon as possible. The 
lack of foreign currency 
available for companies to 
buy imported goods means 
that many importers have 
been unable to buy more 
fuel, so we’re all in a mess. 
 
Ms Nit Siamphone, a 
government official in 
Vientiane province: I know 
this is a big problem for the 
government but they must 
have seen it coming when 
foreign currency reserves 
dwindled. Of course, it’s 

not an easy problem to 
solve in the short term. 
The authorities should 
support farmers, because 
food security is important. 
I’m afraid the fuel shortage 
may result in a lack of 

rice for people to eat and 
farmers to sell. I urge 
everyone to be frugal in 
their use of fuel and not to 
travel unnecessarily, so that 
enough reserves of petrol 
are available for use by 
farmers.
  
Mr Pee, tractor owner 
in Xaythany district, 
Vientiane: I was contracted 
to plough 200 rice fields 
by villagers but I can buy 

only 20 litres of petrol 
at one time. I’ve had to 
stop ploughing because 
I’ve driven for about 45 
kilometres and had to wait 

an hour to buy just 20 litres. 
This costs me more money 
and I haven’t been able 
to make a profit so I’ve 
decided to stop ploughing. I 
think that rice planting will 
be delayed and that some 
people may give up farming 
altogether if this problem 
isn’t resolved in the very 
near future. I would like 
the government to find a 
solution to this problem 
as soon as possible so that 
farmers can get their crops 
in the ground and we don’t 
waste the rainy season.   
 
Ms Phut, a farmer in 
Hadxaifong district, 
Vientiane: Farmers are 
facing many problems and 
now things are even worse 
because we can’t get petrol. 
We may have to start using 
buffalo to do the ploughing 
again, but they’re no longer 
available because most 
people have sold them so 

they could buy a tractor. 
In addition, the weather is 
changeable and there are 
new diseases that attack 

crops and animals. And 
it’s quite difficult to find 
young people to do farming 
because it’s hard work. 
Most manual labourers 
look for work that’s easier, 
which affects crop yields. 
If this crisis continues for 
much longer we may see a 
shortfall in the rice harvest 
this year.
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Administrative Assistant to JICA Expert in Vientiane Capital

JICA Long-term Expert on Debt Management to Pubic Debt Management 
Department, Ministry of Finance) in Vientiane Capital, Lao P.D.R under the 
program of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) is urgently seeking 
for an administrative assistant in Vientiane Capital. The administrative assistant 
will mainly work under the JICA Expert at Public Debt Management Department, 
Ministry of Finance in Vientiane Capital.

MAIN DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILTIES:
1. To coordinate and facilitate activities of the Expert in collaboration with 

Public Debt Management Department of Ministry of Finance as well as other 
government agencies in Lao P.D.R.

2. To interpret conversations and translate documents regarding the activities 
between languages in Lao and English.

3. To coordinate and handle logistic arrangements for missions, workshops, 
meetings and other events related to the activities.

4. To make travel arrangements for the Expert as well as counterparts.
5. To manage issues regarding VISA, ID-card etc. for the Expert and persons 

related to the activities.
6. To assist procurement of goods and services for the activities.
7. To handle other routine and administrative matters.
8. To organize appointments and other requested arrangements.
9. To conduct any kinds of works related to the activities.

REQUIREMENTS (QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCES):
1. University degree is required. (We basically accept any majors/technical fields 

obtained, however knowledge of economic public administrations, international 
commerce and trade, and law are desirable.)

2. Excellent in speaking, reading and writing abilities both in English and Lao.
3. Proper skills to use a personal computer including internet. 

COMPETENCIES REQUIRED:
1. Ability to work independently with a minimum supervision as well as ability to 

work as a team with the Expert.
2. Sufficient ability to read and summarize relevant documents such as reports 

issued by government agencies or other relevant organizations.
3. Proficiency in computer skills of using Microsoft Word, Excel, and Power Point.
4. Strong commitment to learn and improve in any situation.
5. Work experiences in Government sector and/or international organizations/

agencies would be preferable.

CONTRACT DURATION:
1. Initial period of three months (This period is regarded as a probationary period.)
2. A possible extension on yearly basis is considered after probationary period 

given satisfactory performances and meeting workload demands.

PLEASE SEND YOUR
1.  Curriculum Vitae with a photo.
2.  Application letter stating your interest and qualifications to the position on a A4 

size MS Word document. 
3. Please send the above documents 1. and 2. by email simultaneously to: 

(johnny9nyc@yahoo.co.jp).
4. Please note that only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for an interview 

scheduled in (21/06/2022).

DEADLINE
Wednesday, 15 June 2022: Applications received after the deadline will not be 
considered.

SEOUL (THE KOREA 
HERALD/ASIA NEWS 
NETWORK)  -- As of May 6, 
the bond market expected US 
consumer price inflation to 
average 2.5 percent between 
five and 10 years from now. 
That is the rate of inflation 
needed to equalise returns 
on inflation-indexed and 
nonindexed US Treasury 
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Good inflation news from 
the bond market

securities. 
And given that CPI 

inflation has been running 
h ighe r  t han  t he  r a t e 
associated with the implicit 
price deflator for personal 
consumption expenditures, 
I count that 2.5 percent five-
year, five-year-forward rate 
as hitting the US Federal 
Reserve’s two per cent price-

deflator inflation target. 
What, then, would it take 

to get the economy back to the 
Fed’s targeted inflation rate? 
Since the five-year breakeven 
rate at the close of May 6 was 
3.22 percent, the implicit 
expectation is that inflation 
will run a cumulative total of 
3.6 percentage points above 
the Fed’s target over the next 

A ‘Now Hiring’ sign at TJ Maxx in Annapolis, Maryland, on Monday. The Fed has done precisely 
what it is supposed to do, by enabling America’s sticky-price, sticky-wage, sticky-debt economy 
to return rapidly not just to full employment but to the right version of full employment – the 
one that has workers working in sectors making products for which there is real, fundamental 
demand – after a shock.

five years. 
If it does not cause the 

economy’s inflation anchor 
to vanish, a deviation of that 
size would be an exceedingly 
small price to pay for the 
rapid recovery from the 
pandemic-induced recession. 
If the recovery delivers 
the structural economic 
transformation that we need, 
the higher inflation that we 
have experienced will have 
been well worth it.

Accordingly, it seems to 
me that the Fed should be 
taking a victory lap. It has 
done precisely what it is 
supposed to do, by enabling 
America’s sticky-price, 
sticky-wage, sticky-debt 
economy to return rapidly 
not just to full employment 
but to the right version of full 
employment – the one that has 
workers working in sectors 
making products for which 
there is real, fundamental 
demand – after a shock. 
And it has done so without 
disrupting confidence in the 
monetary system and its 
stability.

So why does the very 
sharp Kenneth Rogoff of 
Harvard University argue 
that “things are way out of 
control?“ If you have been 
diverted from your desired 
trajectory, and you then find 
yourself on a path where you 
can expect to return to it, I 
would think the only way to 
describe the situation is as a 
case of being “in control”.

Rogoff makes clear that 
there is “a lot of uncertainty”, 
and that he is “not going to say 
I know exactly what needs to 
be done”. But his observation 
that inflation is “way out of 
control” makes sense only to 
the extent that he is willing to 
declare the bond market and 

its implicit expectations to 
be wrong. Only then could 
the expected evolution of 
Fed policy lead to inflation 
significantly higher than 
3.22 percent over the next 
five years, and to average 
inflation significantly above 
2.5 percent five to 10 years 
hence.

Sure, that could happen. 
The economy is a surprising 
place, and our models and 
forecasts are ultimately just 
poorly informed guesses. 
The Fed might have to 
change course substantially. 
It might have to send the US 
economy into a substantial 
recession with significantly 
higher-than-expected interest 
rates to return inflation to its 
target over the five-to 10-year 
medium run.

For Rogoff’s own implied 
forecast to come to pass, 
workers and bosses would 
have to reach wage bargains 
that assume inflation well 
above 3.2 percent for the 
next five years and well 
above 2.5 percent for the 
five years after that. 

M o r e o v e r ,  t h o s e 
inflationary wage bargains 
would have to be locked in 
place through contracts and 
institutional arrangements 
that would make it hard 
to revise them downward 
should they turn out to 
have exaggerated actual 
inflat ion.  For workers 
and bosses to do that, 
they would have to be 
pretty confident that bond 
traders are irrationally 
Panglossian – that they are 
inflation doves despite the 
evidence to the contrary.

Is  there any reason 
to think that bond traders 
are irrational Panglossian 
inflation doves? Are there 

any reasons to think that 
workers and bosses now 
believe that bond traders 
are irrational Panglossian 
inflation doves?

I see none.
In our modern economy, 

an outbreak of inflation is a 
peculiar expectations-driven 
process. It requires a vicious 
circle in which expectations 
of high inflation drive actions 
that then validate those 
expectations – with higher 
wages leading to higher 
consumer prices that in turn 
lead to demands for higher 
wages, ad infinitum. For this 
to happen, the expectation 
of high inflation has to come 
from somewhere, and as of 
now, it is not in evidence.

Yes, additional adverse 
supply shocks could lie in 
our future. The Covid-19 
virus still has the potential 
to mutate and confront us 
with dangerous, disruptive 
n e w  s t r a i n s .  F u r t h e r 
disruptions could emanate 
from a widening of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s 
war on Ukraine or from an 
economically catastrophic 
interaction of new virus 
variants and China’s zero-
Covid policy. These kinds 
of developments could push 
inflation out of control.

But the fact that such 
risks exist does not mean we 
should live as if they have 
already come to pass, and 
thus ignore the world as it 
currently is.

About the author: J 
Bradford DeLong, a former 
deputy assistant US Treasury 
secretary, is professor of 
economics at the University 
of California, Berkeley, 
and a research associate 
at the National Bureau of 
Economic Research
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Entertainment

Sisouphan 
Amphonephong
 
The third runner-up in the 
Mister Global Laos 2021, 
Mr Dansavanh Sivilay, 

Sisouphan 
Amphonephong 
 
The Department of Cinema of 
Laos’ Ministry of Information, 
Culture and Tourism is 
inviting young people to 
put together a one-minute 
video about ways to counter 
the infodemic in relation to 
Covid-19. 

As stated by the World 
Hea l t h  Organ i sa t i on , 
the Covid-19 outbreak 
and response has been 
accompanied by a massive 
infodemic - an overabundance 
of information including false 
or misleading information 
in digital and physical 
environments.

This causes confusion and 
risk-taking behaviour that can 
harm health. It also leads to 
mistrust in health authorities 
and undermines the public 
health response. 

The Director General of 
the Department of Cinema, 
Mr Khamphao Vannavong, is 
advertising the contest on his 
Facebook page. 

The winners will be 
awarded prizes and will 
represent Laos in a short 
video contest taking place in 
the Philippines next year. 

Mister Global Laos runner-up joins 
shoot for online fashion magazine

participated in a fashion 
shoot to promote the latest 
collection of Thavet brand 
in the online magazine of 
Z-Fashion TV, “Express 
Your Fashion”.  

He told Vientiane Times 
that he appreciated having 
the chance to do a fashion 
shoot for Thavet brand 
a long wi th  h is  f r iend 
from First Modelinglao 
A g e n c y,  M r  J o h n n y 
Phuangsouvanh, and two 
beautiful ladies named 
Tomew and Jaifate. 

The fashion shoot will 
appear in this month’s issue 
of the online magazine. 

Mr Dansavanh said that 
during a three-day trip to 
Luang Prabang province, 
he and his friends did the 
fashion shoot at Sofitel 
Luang Prabrang Hotel and 
Pha-Aen view point. They 
also did an interview at 
Keomoungkhoun waterfall 
to popularise the beautiful 
locations of Luang Prabang 
among their fans and the 
public.  

The atmosphere for 
the shoot was good and 
friendly, and the team from 
Thanhak Wedding Studio 
was very professional. 
The make-up and hair was 
done by Kiko Make-up, 
he said.  

Mr  Dansavanh was 
par t  of  the  top ten a t 
Lao SuperModel 2019 
and received the Best 
P h o t o g e n i c  Aw a r d  a t 
Mister Global Laos 2021. 

M e m b e r s  o f  M r 
Dansavanh’s fan club can 
get further updates on the 
fashion shoot for Thavet 
brand on the Facebook 
p a g e s  o f  T h a v e t  a n d 
Z-Fashion TV.  

Mr Dansavanh Sivilay (left) and Mr Johnny Phuangsouvanh 
promote the new fashion collection.  

Mr Dansavanh Sivilay poses with friends to promote the new 
fashion collection.

Lao filmmakers invited to enter 
short video contest

Mr Khamphao Vannavong.

Department of Cinema staff is shooting film.

Videos must be no longer 
than one minute long and can 
be in the form of a film, a short 
dramatisation, a cartoon, or 
some other format. 

They should reflect the 
dangers of fake news posted 
on social media that has 
harmful influences on pubic 
wellbeing and safety. 

The video should raise 
awareness of the risks caused 
by widespread dependence on 
social media. It should touch 
on safe and accurate forms of 
communication and the ways 
that misinformation can harm 
economies. 

Videos submitted to the 
contest should be in MPEG-4 
video file format and full HD.

They should not take the 
form of advertising or breach 
copyright in any way. 

Entries must be in Lao 
with English subtitles and 
submitted by people aged 
18-25.

Submissions must be 
accompanied by a completed 
application form and sent to 
the Department of Cinema. 

Entrants may submit 
more than one video and 
applications will be accepted 
from now until July 29. 

First prize will be 2 million 
kip, the second placed winner 
will receive 1.5 million kip, 
and the third placed contestant 
will receive 1 million kip.

More information about 
the short video contest can be 
found at www.laofilm.gov.
la. Interested parties can also 
call 020 77511571 or 020 
59962468, or email pednoy.
yunho@gmail.com
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Classified

B. Nongbouathong, 
Sikhottabong district, 

Vientiane Lao PDR 
Tel: 217 243, 

Moblie: 020 55516138

ໂຮງພິມ ມັນທາຕຸລາດ
Manthaturath Printing Press

What’s on

House for Rent
In Center of Vientiane 
Capital, Xiengngeun 
Village, Chanthabouly 
District, Vientiane
Nearly Taladsao Shopping 
Mall and Centre of many 
Bank, 4 Bad rooms, 3 Bath 
rooms and one Kitchen
More information call 
(+ 85620) 5560 8444 (Lao)
(+85620) 5471 7977 (Eng)

Japanese scholarships  
The Embassy of Japan is now accepting 
applications for the Japanese Government 
Scholarship Programme for 2023.
When: Applicants must submit the specified 
documents (one each) to the Embassy by 
May 27 for undergraduate study, College of 
Technology and Specialised Training College 
courses, and by June 3 for Masters and PhD 
programmes. 
Where: Please visit the Embassy’s website for 
full information:
https://www.la.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_
ja/11_000001_00948.html

K-Pop contest  
The Embassy of the Republic of Korea invites 
young people who love singing and dancing 
Korean style to enter this competition. The winner 
will have the chance to enter an international 
contest.
When: Applications accepted until June 20
Where:  Apply by uploading a video clip featuring 
your singing or dancing on YouTube and share 
the link to email: laos@mofa.go.kr
For more information call 021 352 031-3.

Children’s carnival 

Come along to this event featuring Lao 
and international products including food 
and beverages. Children can enjoy a 
magic show, a children’s fashion show, and 
cosplay dressing.
When: From now until June 5.
Where: Lao ITECC exhibition hall.

Lancang-Mekong international 
food exposition

Everyone is invited to this expo featuring 
a variety of food from many different 
countries. The event will also include 
demonstrations of silk production and other 
handicrafts.
When: June 11-19
Where: Lao ITECC exhibition hall

Free Japanese language course 
The 
Tetchan-
Net 
Training 
Centre is 
offering a 
free course 
in basic 
Japanese 
language. 
When: 
Apply by 
June 4.
Where: Learn online on Saturdays and 
Sundays from 8am-11am. Apply at https://
forms.gle/Tc8FWrVZB6ZvdZwm8 

Short movie contest  
The Japan Foundation 
Asia Centre invites 
Lao nationals to enter 
the 24th DigiCon6 
Asia Awards – Asia’s 
Supreme Short Movie 
Contest in Japan. The 
purpose is to seek and 
award talented short 
film and animation 
creators from Asian 
countries and regions. 
The winner of the Silver Award will receive 3 
million kip and the winner of the Next Generation 
Award will be given 1.5 million kip.  
When: Submission period is from April 28 to 
August 15.
Where: Please submit entry forms through 
Google Drive to digiconlaos@gmail.com.  
For more information, please visit https://jfacvt.la/
digicon6/ or call: 020-5560-6620 (Tom).

Consultant – Étude de marché sur les 
jeunes diplômés laotiens francophones
Ambassade de France-Laos
Province:
Vientiane Capital, Champassak Province, 
Savannakhet Province, Luang Prabang Province
Type of Position:
Consultant, Part-time
Contract Duration:
2 months
Type of Organization:
Embassy
National/International Position:
Not specified
Application Deadline:
June 1st, 2022
More details at: https://la.ambafrance.org/-
Actualite-de-la-cooperation-
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Times Reporters 

Laos’ star vovinam martial 
artists will bolster their 
training regime in the hope 
of building on their success 
at the just-ended SEA Games 
by picking up more medals at 
the next edition of the games 
in Cambodia next year.

The Lao team won two 
gold medals at the 31st SEA 
Games in Vietnam last week. 

They arrived at Wattay 
In t e rna t iona l  A i rpo r t 
in Vientiane on Tuesday 
where they were welcomed 

(The Korea Herald) -- A pair 
of former major leaguers 
plying their trade back in 
South Korea will be closing 
in on offensive milestones 
this week.

Kim Hyun-soo of the LG 
Twins is six hits away from 
becoming the 16th player in 
Korea Baseball Organisation 
(KBO) history to reach 2,000 
career hits. With seven more 
RBIs, KT Wiz slugger Park 
Byung-ho will join 20 others 
in the 1,000-RBI club.

Kim, a two-time batting 
champion who led the KBO 
in hits in 2008 and 2009, has 
long been destined for a place 
among all-time hits leaders. 
The 34-year-old would 
already have surpassed the 
2,000-hit mark if not for two 
years spent in the majors. 
He played for the Baltimore 
Orioles in 2016 and split the 
following year between the 
Orioles and the Philadelphia 
Phillies before returning 
home for 2018.

Kim, a lifetime .319 hitter 
heading into Tuesday, has 
batted at least .300 in 10 of 
his 12 full seasons before this 

(China Daily) -- China’s 
“Baby Shaq”, Li Yueru, 
is embracing her WNBA 
adventure with confidence 
as she aspires to fill the 
sizable shoes of her giant 
predecessors.

In the early 2000s, a trio 
of towering stars led by Yao 
Ming was dubbed China’s 
“Walking Great Wall” in the 
NBA. Now, Li’s arrival at 
the WNBA’s Chicago Sky 
has sparked hopes the young 
centre can emulate those 
greats in the States.

Standing 2.01 metres 
tall (6-foot-7) and boasting 
int imidating bulk and 
strength, the 23-year-old’s 
dominating international 
performances in recent years 
have drawn comparisons 

to NBA legend Shaquille 
O’Neal.

After a delay due to a 
prolonged visa approval, Li 
arrived in the US on Sunday 
to join her Sky teammates 
with the WNBA season 
already in progress.

“Finally, I’ve made my 
way to the WNBA, which is 

BERLIN (Xinhua )  - - 
Hertha Berlin remain in the 
Bundesliga after beating 
second division Hamburg 2-0 
(2-1 on aggregate) thanks to 
goals from Dedryck Boyata 
and Marvin Plattenhardt in 
the second leg of the playoffs 
on Monday.

T h e  v i s i t o r s  f r o m 
Germany’s capital needed to 
overturn a 1-0 deficit from 
the first leg, and they made a 
fairy-tale start to the second 
leg as Plattenhardt’s corner 
found Boyata, who restored 
parity in both games from the 
central position.

HSV were shocked and 
couldn’t respond while 
Hertha continued strongly, 
as Lucas Tousart unleashed 
a dangerous effort to test 
Hamburg goalkeeper Daniel 
Heuer Fernandes on the half-
hour mark.

Hertha remained the more 

Li locked into American adventure
a dream come true for me,” 
Li wrote on Weibo before 
departing for the US from 
Guangzhou on Saturday.

“For sure there is a huge 
challenge in front of me, but 
I am confident and ready 
to do my utmost to seize 
the opportunity to grow my 
game in the WNBA,” she 
added.

As the league’s defending 
champion, the Chicago 
Sky has opened the 2022 
season with a 3-2 win-loss 
record, with head coach 
James Wade confident Li’s 
physicality can be a huge 
asset to his team on both 
ends of the floor.

“Li is an established 
player in China and on an 
international level, who adds 

much value,” said Wade, also 
Chicago’s GM.

“This is as much about 
our future as it is about now. 
We think she is going to be 
a good player in the WNBA 
for a very long time, so we’re 
very happy that she will be 
playing in a Chicago Sky 
uniform.”

With a soft shooting touch 
around the rim and never 
lacking bravery when the 
going gets tough physically, 
Li began to attract overseas 
scouting attention during 
her first major international 
tournament, the 2017 Asia 
Cup.

L i  p r o d u c e d  m o r e 
standout performances in her 
Olympic debut at last year’s 
Tokyo Games, averaging 
14.8 points and 8.3 rebounds 
while shooting 78.6 percent 
from the field over four 
games to help Team China 
reach the quarterfinals.

She again made her 
mark by averaging 16.7 
points and 8 rebounds as 
China won all three of its 
games at a qualifying event 

in Belgrade in February to 
secure a berth at September’s 
FIBA Women’s World Cup in 
Australia.

Asked what her rookie 
season in the world’s most 
physical ly  demanding 
women’s league might look 
like, Li was keen to stress it 
will be a learning process.

Li Yueru’s dominating performances for Team China on both ends of the court have seen her 
rise to prominence in recent years. Now the 23-year-old from Shanxi province nicknamed 
“Baby Shaq”, in reference to NBA legend Shaquille O’Neal hopes to take her game to the next 
level in the WNBA with the Chicago Sky.        --Photo Xinhua

year. He is hitting a robust 
.321 in 2022, good for eighth 
in the KBO, and has 51 hits 
to sit tied for eighth.

The Twins will have a 
six-game homestand starting 
Tuesday, with three games 
against the Kiwoom Heroes 
and three more against 
the Samsung Lions. Kim 
should be able to celebrate 
his milestone hit in front of 
home fans.

Kim’s former Twins 
teammate Park Yong-taik 
retired two years ago as 
the all-time hits king with 
2,504.

P a r k ,  a  f o r m e r 
Minnesota Twin, is in the 
midst of a bounceback 
season, as he leads the 
KBO with 14 home runs 
and 38 RBIs in 42 games.

Park, who joined the 
Wiz via free agency, had 
20 homers and 76 RBIs in 
118 games last year while 
playing for the Kiwoom 
Heroes. He may match 
those totals by the All-Star 
break in July this year.

Park has been a veritable 
RBI machine since turning 

his career around following 
a midseason trade from LG 
to the Heroes in 2011.

Park led the KBO in 
RBIs every year from 2012 
to 2015, becoming the first 
player in league history to 
do so in four consecutive 
years .  Park also set  a 
single-season record with 
146 RBIs in 2015.

Park spent the 2016 and 
2017 seasons in the United 
States and returned home 
to drive in 112 runs in 
2018. That made him the 
first KBO player to record 
100 or more RBIs in five 
straight seasons.

This year, Park is on 
pace for his first 100-RBI 
season since that 2018 
campaign.

Five players ahead of 
Park on the all-time RBI 
list are retired, and the 
sixth, Park Sok-min of 
the NC Dinos, remains 
suspended after violating 
COVID-19 heal th and 
safety protocols last year. 
Park Byung-ho should 
finish this year nestled 
inside the top 15.

Veteran hitters closing in on 
milestones in KBO

Laos’ vovinam team eyes greater 
glory at 2023 SEA Games

Vovinam gold medalists and their friends arrive at Wattay International Airport in Vientiane on 
Tuesday.                     --Photo Packky

by senior officials from the 
Ministry of Education and 
Sports and members of the 
public.

The team’s coach Mr 
Viengsouk Hangngeun said 
the group will be ready for 
the games in Cambodia in 
2023, while Thailand will 
host the next edition in 2025.

The SEA Games in 
Vie tnam invo lved  15 
vovinam events. 

Vietnam won six of the 
gold medals up for grabs in the 
discipline, while Myanmar 
won three, Cambodia three, 

and Laos two gold medals.
Mr Viengsouk said he 

thought more Asian countries 
would include vovinam at 
future editions of the SEA 
Games.

Indonesia will host the 
34th SEA Games in 2027 
and Laos will host the 35th 
edition in 2029. 

Laos first hosted the SEA 
Games in 2009.

Unfortunately, the martial 
art will not feature at the 11th 
National Games taking place 
in Xieng Khuang province in 
December. 

active team, but Tousart 
couldn’t control Ishak 
Belfodil’s good build-up 
work five minutes before the 
break.

A f t e r  t h e  r e s t a r t , 
Hamburg took control, 
knowing that a goal could 
book them a berth in the 
first division.

The hosts came out with 
all guns blazing as Ludovit 
Reis and Moritz Heyer 
forced Hertha custodian 
Oliver Christensen into 
action in quick succession.

Hertha were a menace 
on counterat tacks and 
almost stunned Hamburg, 
but Fernandes was equal 
to Plattenhardt’s near-post 
attempt in the 54th minute.

Plattenhardt remained 
in the thick of things and 
flabbergasted the hosts at 
the hour mark after curling 
a free-kick over Fernandes 

into the far post to double 
the lead.

Hamburg  needed  a 
goal to force the game 
into extra-time, but HSV 
lacked accuracy in the 
final third. Meanwhile, 
Hertha almost killed the 
game in the 74th minute 
but Tousart couldn’t beat 
Fernandes in a one-on-one.

The hosts increased 
the pressure in the closing 
stages but Hertha’s defense 
stood firm and protected 
their lead until the final 
whistle to ensure another 
season in Germany’s top 
flight.

“We feel very relieved. 
The boys staged a divine 
performance. They played 
as a team. They didn’t 
do any mistakes and they 
really pressed for the goals,” 
said Hertha Berlin sporting 
director Fredi Bobic.

Hertha beat Hamburg in playoffs 
to retain Bundesliga status


