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Migrant workers expect to send
US$4.55 million a month to Laos

Phetphoxay Sengpaseuth
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Lao nationals working in
other countries are expected
to send remittances worth
about US$4.55 million to
Laos, which are an important
source of foreign exchange.
The overall development
impact of remittances,
however, has not been well
established. Remittances
are spent primarily on
day-to-day consumption
expenditure, housing,
land purchase, and debt
repayment.
Addressing the National
Assembly last week,
Deputy Minister of Labour
and Social Welfare, Mr
Phongsaisack Intharath,
gave this response in reply
to questions raised by
Assembly members during
the ongoing 3rd Ordinary
Session of parliament.
Although only a small
proportion of remittances
are directed into productive
investments, this does not
warrant the conclusion that
the developmental value of
remittances is negligible.
Remittances given to
workers’ parents for the
purchase of domestic goods
and services in Laos are
an important economic
stimulus.
The Lao Foreign
Employment Agency
manages and monitors at
least 30 government agencies
and private recruitment
agencies and issues permits
under the Labour Law, Mr
Phongsaisack said.
Remittances sent by Lao
workers abroad must go

Mr Phongsaisack Intharath.

through the Lao Foreign
E m p l o y m e n t A g e n c y,
which tracks and manages
recruitment agencies.
Before a company begins
to recruit workers for jobs
both within and outside
of Laos, it must submit a
letter from the Ministry of
Labour and Social Welfare
to the Department of Labour

Protection and Welfare in
Vientiane or the relevant
province to track and
facilitate the recruitment of
workers in each province,
he added.
In addition, all workers
must have an employee card
issued by the Department of
Employment.
The Ministry of Labour
and Social Welfare can take
action to prevent employers
from misleading workers
after applying and filling
out authorisation documents
issued by local authorities,
which are required before
workers can be relocated.
Training manuals are
provided before sending
workers to other countries.
Recruitment agencies are
also required to inform
new recruits about the
rules of employment and
other regulations in their

destination country, as
well as travel and living
conditions, and ways to
contact the authorities if
they encounter a problem.
An online programme
records data about workers
sent abroad by a recruitment
co mp an y an d th er e is
periodic monitoring and
evaluation of the activities
of each company.
Employment of Lao
nationals in other countries
has many advantages, both
for the workers themselves
and for Laos, but at the same
time there is a shortage of
labour in some sectors of the
Lao economy.
If workers continue to
seek jobs in other countries,
the government will need to
formulate policies to expand
the Lao labour market
abroad like any other Asean
country.

Many Lao workers continue to seek jobs in other countries to earn more income for their
families.

UN chief warns of “global mental health crisis”
Vientiane Logistics Park
on track to make Laos
‘a regional logistics
hub’, developer tells
lawmakers
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U N I T E D N AT I O N S
(Xinhua) -- UN SecretaryGeneral Antonio Guterres
on Friday warned against
a “global mental health
crisis,” while launching a
report on mental health.
“We are living through a
global mental health crisis,”
the top UN official said in
his video message to launch
the World Mental Health
Report 2022: Transforming
Mental Health For All.
Guterres said that nearly
1 billion people around the
world, including millions of
children and young people,
“have a mental health
condition,” adding that
most of them lack access to
treatment.
“Services may be

unavailable or unaffordable.
Stigma also prevents people
from seeking help,” he said.
Guterres said that
people with mental health
conditions are at increased
risk of physical and
emotional abuse, denial of
education and employment,
and other human rights
violations. “The costs,
both human and financial,
are huge. Depression and
anxiety alone cost the global
economy an estimated 1
trillion US dollars per year.”
In addressing factors that
have worsened the situation,
Guterres said that while the
COVID-19 pandemic has
increased mental health
problems, it has also led to
a far greater understanding

of the importance - and
fragility - of good mental
health.
“Unfortunately, in most
countries, mental health
remains the most neglected
area of health policy,” warned
the secretary-general.
Commenting on the
report prepared by the
World Health Organisation,
Guterres said the report is a
roadmap to guide countries
in improving their mental
health systems.
“It highlights where
improvement is needed and
how it can be achieved,
starting in childhood and
continuing throughout
all the stages of life. It
sets out ways to reduce
risks, build resilience and

dismantle the barriers
that prevent people with
mental health conditions
from participating fully in
society,” he said.
“I recommend it to
governments, and mental
health stakeholders,
everywhere,” said the
secretary-general.

4500 kip

Public
debt ‘still
manageable’,
govt assures
National
Assembly
Souksakhone Vaenkeo

Public debt is ‘still
manageable’ even though
the amount of debt
accumulated is considerable,
the government has assured
National Assembly (NA)
members.
Minister of Finance
Bounchom Ubonpaseuth
gave the assurance in
response to numerous
questions raised by members
of parliament during the
ongoing 3rd Ordinary
Session of the NA’s 9th
legislature.
Lawmakers expressed
concern over rising public
debt amid dwindling foreign
currency reserves, sharp
depreciation of the kip, and
the rising price of global
commodities driven by the
Ukraine crisis, which has
worsened Laos’ economic
vulnerability.
“The government can
promise that the management
of public debt is at a high level
of safety,” Mr Bounchom
told last week’s sitting of
the NA.
“We will not allow our
country to become a country
that is unable to repay its
debts.”
Public debt has increased
considerably since 2019.
Public and publiclyguaranteed debt increased to
88 percent of GDP in 2021,
according to the World Bank.
Mr Bounchom said
several mechanisms have
been and will be employed to
manage and repay domestic
and foreign debts, adding
that the government has
sufficient funds to repay
debts until August.
The mechanisms include
raising funds, including
through the sale of bonds to
repay domestic debts and the
possibility of extending the
CONTINUED PAGE 4
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Medics Day inspires physicians to
work responsibly and ethically
Xayxana Leukai

Dr Sthabandith Insisienmay (right) signs a new five-year Decent Work Country Programme
on Thursday.

Govt, ILO bolster efforts
towards decent work for all

Times Reporters

A n e w D e c e n t Wo r k
Country Programme will
guide cooperation between
Laos and the International
Labour Organisation (ILO)
for the next five years, after
being signed in Vientiane on
Thursday.
The ILO and Laos
will continue their efforts
to advance equal decent
and productive work
opportunities for women
and men following the
signing of the new fiveyear Decent Work Country
Programme.
The Programme will
focus on a number of key
areas including building an
inclusive social protection
system, migrant worker
rights, employment
promotion for rural women
and men, as well as skills
development.
Deputy Minister of
Planning and Investment, Dr
Sthabandith Insisienmay;
Deputy Minister of Labour
and Social Welfare, Mr
L e e p a o Ya n g ; V i c e
President of the LFTU, Mr
Vilay Vongkhaseurm; and
President of the LNCCI,
Mr Oudet Souvannavong
signed the Programme
document.
“The Covid-19 pandemic
has put at risk Laos’ hardwon development gains of
the last decade and hinders
its progress towards the
Sustainable Development
Goals and its ambitions
for upper-middle-income
status,” Dr Sthabandith
said.
He also stressed that an
inclusive and sustainable
recovery from the Covid-19
pandemic in line with the 9th
National Socio-economic
Development Plan (NSEDP)
will encompass decent
work, social protection and
skills development, among

other relevant areas.
Director of the ILO
Country Office for Thailand,
Cambodia and Laos, Mr
Graeme Buckley, said
“The ILO is committed
to supporting Laos as it
overcomes the impact of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
The new Decent Work
Country Programme is a
continuation of the good
work carried out to date
and will bring sustainable
and inclusive benefits to
workers, employers and the
nation alike.”
The Programme covers
the period 2022-2026 and
builds on the progress,
partnerships and lessons
of two earlier country
programmes.
It is designed to support
the implementation of the
decent work elements of the
government’s 9th NSEDP
for 2021-2025 as well as

contribute to the longerterm realisation of the Lao
Vision 2030, the National
Sustainable Development
Goal Roadmap, and to
national laws, policies,
strategies and plans.
The Programme further
aligns with the ILO Global
Call to Action for a Humancentred Recovery from
the Covid-19 crisis that is
inclusive, sustainable and
resilient.
Decent Work Country
Programmes are the main
vehicle for delivery of ILO
support to countries.
They promote decent
work as a key component
of national development
strategies. At the same
time they organise ILO
knowledge, instruments,
advocacy and cooperation
at the service of ILO’s
government, employer and
worker constituents.

Times Reporters

freight service is another
opportunity for Lao
businesses to benefit from
the railway and contribute to
the economic development
of Laos and its importance
within the region.
In addition to the
Laos-China Railway, the
government is exploring
other international rail
links, such as the LancangMekong Express Line +
Cross-border E-commerce,
the Laos-China Railway
+ China-Europe Railway
Express, Laos-China
Railway + Western LandSea New Corridor Express
and other modes of transport,
all aimed at bolstering the
export capacity of the LaosChina Railway and crossborder transport in general.
It is envisaged that the
expansion of rail links will
lower transport costs, while

Medical staff are motivated
to improve their skills so
they can become nationally
accepted and leaders in
their profession, Minister
of Health, Dr Bounfeng
Phoummalaysith, said on
Saturday in a message to
mark Lao Medics Day, which
observed annually on June 18.
Doctors, nurses and all
health workers are advised to
strengthen their approach to
work for self-development,
and to pursue training that is
imbued with revolutionary
moral qualities.
“Medical staff are required
to have good ethics and
manners and good skills in
their profession so that they
provide excellent healthcare
to Lao people from all walks
of life,” Dr Bounfeng said.
This year, Lao celebrates
the value of the services
provided by health
professionals by marking
the 57th Lao Medics Day.
The occasion serves to raise
awareness among young
medical staff, as the up-andcoming generation in their
field, of the need to learn from
their superiors and to devote
their professional skills to the
service of the nation.
It is also a reminder to the
public about the continuous
progress made in the health
sector from the past until
today.
Dr Bounfeng reviewed

Dr Bounfeng
Phoummalaysith.

the history and origins of Lao
Medics Day, which has its
roots in the years of fighting
that took place during the
struggle for the liberation
of Laos. In 1963, the fight
against colonial rule spread
nationwide, and the number of
liberated zones steadily grew.
At that time, medical staff
worked under the supervision
of the Lao People’s Army.
They played a vital role
in providing healthcare for
soldiers and Lao people of all
ethnicities who were wounded
in fighting or needed other
medical care.
When the Party Central
Committee decided to ‘build
liberation zones as one state’,
on June 18, 1965, the Party
Central Committee and the
Lao Patriotic Front agreed
to separate the health sector
into two divisions, with one
serving the army and the other
becoming a central health
sector to serve civilians.
Then President Kaysone
Phomvihane asked the Party

Central Secretary Committee
and ministerial council on
March 11, 1987, to select a
suitable date to be observed
as Lao Medics Day.
Based on the ideas and
advice of President Kaysone
Phomvihane, the Ministry of
Health submitted the proposal
to the government and the 7th
legislature of the National
Assembly. An amendment
was made to the Healthcare
Law in 2014, assigning June
18 as Lao Medics Day.
To m a r k t h e d a y
this year, the Ministry of
Health is advising health
authorities at all levels to
inspire senior healthcare
staff, core personnel, experts,
individuals, outstanding
medical workers and retired
personnel, and to publicise
their work through the media.
The ministry has also
suggested that free health
checks, clearance of dengue
mosquito breeding sources,
and the basic principles of
good hygiene be widely
promoted. In addition, local
administrations at all levels
are advised to ensure their
budgets are used wisely
and that money is not spent
wastefully.
Furthermore, any
activities held to celebrate
Lao Medics Day must take
place in compliance with
the precautionary measures
advised by the National
Taskforce on Covid-19
Prevention and Control.

Freight shipments begin at Kasy railway station

Kasy station, located in
Vientiane province on the
Laos-China Railway, has
begun shipping freight, with
the service coming into
operation on June 13.
The station is the
sixth on the railway to
provide freight services, in
addition to South Vientiane
Station, Phonhong Station,
Vangvieng Station, Luang
Prabang Station and Nateuy
Station.
Kasy station has three
tracks for passenger trains
and one for freight, as well
as a freight yard covering an
area of 4,215

square metres
and a truck weighing scale.
The first shipment
consisted of a container 4045 feet in length, containing
general consumer goods.
The additional
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customs clearance procedures
would be streamlined.
The Laos-China Railway
Company Limited invites
businesses wishing to use
the railway for freight
transport to contact the
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numbers provided for each
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Rail transport is the most
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economical and convenient
form of freight transport at
present.
According to the
company, from the start of
2022 to June 13, the railway
carried more than 643,000
tons of goods, of which
472,000 tons were crossborder shipments.
Shipments consisted of
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at least 100 types of freight,
including rubber, iron ore,
bio-fertiliser, and consumer
essentials.
Freight trains run to 21
provinces in China, with
transit through Thailand,
M y a n m a r, M a l a y s i a ,
Cambodia, Singapore
and more than 10 other
countries.
If you have a problem accessing
the website, please call directly to
Tel: +856-21 336041;
020 22235266,
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Vientiane Times Facebook page is
available now. Use any QR code
scanners to scan it and it will take
you directly to
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Reduced teacher quota is Minister vows to revitalise tourism
curbing growth of education
Times Reporters

Minister of Education and
Sports, Associate Prof.
Dr Phout Simmalavong
addresses the National
Assembly.

Times Reporters

The reduced quota
of teachers allocated to
schools by the government,
which has fallen by 2,000
compared to the 2020-21
academic year, is one of the
reasons for the slow growth
of the education sector.
This was the assessment
given by Minister of
Education and Sports,
Associate Prof. Dr Phout
Simmalavong, in a report
to the National Assembly
last week.
The Minister expressed

particular concern over
inadequate teacher numbers
in primary and preschools,
saying that this school year
at least 250 of these schools
had no full-time teachers.
There is also a shortage
of specialised teachers
in seconda ry scho o ls ,
vocational training centres,
and higher educational
institutions, he said.
In an effort to address the
poor standard of education,
the ministry is also taking
steps to address the problem
of teachers who do not take
classes in the subjects they
studied as trainees, as well
as teachers who have not
had any formal training.
Te a c h e r s w h o a r e
not specialised in any
subject and those who
trained in a particular
subject but now need to
switch to another field
because of their school’s
requirements, will need
to undergo retraining.
Associate Prof. Dr Phout
said the issue of volunteer
teachers has its roots in two
sets of circumstances. Some
students have a strong desire
to become teachers and
work on a voluntary basis

Russian diplomat briefs
media on Ukraine situation

in the hope of eventually
being allocated an official
government position,
while rural schools employ
volunteer teachers because
there are no trained teachers
available.
According to the Ministry
of Education and Sports, in
the 2016-17 school year,
more than 12,000 volunteer
teachers were working at
schools around the country.
A few years ago the
Ministry of Home Affairs
took the decision not to
accept volunteer teachers and
the Ministry of Education
and Sports informed schools
across the country that this
decision would stand from
the academic year 2017-18
onwards.
But in reality volunteer
teachers continue to be
recruited. Although the
Ministry of Education and
Sports is taking steps to
reduce the number, there are
currently 7,693 volunteer
teachers.
In the 2020-21 school
year, the ministry recruited
and deployed a total of
3,326 teachers, with the
number rising to 3,595 in the
2021-22 school year.

Times Reporters

The Embassy of the
Russian Federation
held another in a series
of press briefing in
Vientiane on Friday to
update the media on the
latest developments in
the Ukraine crisis.
The Embassy’s Third
Secretary, Mr Danil A.
Vo d o pianov, inf orme d
reporters about the overall
situation since Russia’s
special military operation
in Ukraine began on
February 24.

The diplomat explained
Russia’s intentions and the
goals it hoped to achieve
during the special military
operation, stressing
that Russia was opening
humanitarian corridors to
evacuate civilians from
dangerous locations.
Laos has been
closely following the
evolving, complex and
sensitive developments
in Ukraine and supports
ongoing efforts to find a
peaceful settlement to the
situation through diplomatic
means.

SMS news service on mobile phone by
Vientiane Times
How to get daily news from our service:
 For Lao Telecom (LTC) users:
 Type R in SMS, send to 1135 to register.
 For Enterprise Telecom Lao (ETL) users:
 Type ON in SMS, send to 2246 to re gister.
 Service fees are 500 kip/day.
 Charged from your mobile account day to day.
We provide 6 news clips per day including exchange rates and
world news. 6 days a week; Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday and Sunday.

the number of businesses and
workers in the tourism sector
that have been affected by
the Covid-19 outbreak, as
part of efforts to revitalise
the industry.
“We must all work
together to overcome the
crisis and achieve our goals.
All sectors, both public
and private, have a shared
responsibility to ensure that
we succeed,” she said.
There is strong potential
for making greater use of
the natural environment and
agriculture in attracting more
tourists and fostering the
development of sustainable
tourism, she added.
Tourism authorities have
pledged to remove more
barriers and improve the

teamed up with Lao and
Japanese businesses to
invest hundreds of millions
of dollars to build a herd of
8,000 cattle.
“This month, the
company will bring in 1,000
cattle,” he said.
There are currently more
than 2,000 livestock farms
in Laos, of which 655 raise
cattle, 553 are pig farms,
711 are poultry farms, and
the rest raise goats, sheep
and other animals.
However, farmers and
producers in Laos are
severely hampered by steep
rises in production costs,
mainly due to the spiralling
price of fuel.
In addition, the cost
of machinery, fertiliser
and animal feed has risen
sharply because these items
are imported and must be

paid for in foreign currency,
which is costly because of
the continuing depreciation
of the kip.
“In 2021, producers
invested about 8-10 million
kip to grow one hectare of
rice, but now it costs 1215 million kip to grow this
amount because production
costs have increased by
about 40-50 percent,” Dr
Phet said.
To tackle this problem,
the government is promoting
the use of organic fertiliser
and locally-produced
animal feed to cut the cost
of imports.
Farmers in Laos need
about 2 million tonnes
of fertiliser a year but at
present only 600,000 tonnes
of organic fertiliser can be
produced.
In addition, farmers need

Mrs Suanesavanh Vignaket.

Laos earns US$870 million from
agricultural exports

Somsack Pongkhao

Mr Danil A. Vodopianov gives update on situation in Ukraine.

The Ministry of Information,
Culture and Tourism plans
to diversify tourism-related
activities and products while
making use of local culture
and agricultural potential to
promote Laos as a desirable
tourist destination.
The Minister of
Information, Culture and
Tourism, Mrs Suanesavanh
Vignaket, told National
Assembly members of
the ministry’s plans on
Friday, during the ongoing
3rd Ordinary Session of
parliament.
She highlighted the
success of the Lao Green
Travel Zone scheme during
the Covid-19 outbreak,
which was initiated amid
severe challenges to the
tourism industry.
The ministry pledged
to improve the quality
of tourism and pursue
infrastructure development
being carried out to improve
tourism in Luang Prabang,
Champassak and Vientiane
provinces.
The ministry will work
with provincial Information,
C u l t u r e a n d To u r i s m
departments and businesses
to compile information about

tourism business climate
in a bid to attract more
investment from within
Laos and from foreign
countries.
Laos has huge potential
to generate more income
from tourism due to the
country’s natural beauty and
historical and cultural places
of interest, officials say.
Commenting on essential
improvements to tourism, an
Assembly member said tour
guides need to broaden their
knowledge and be able to
fully explain the history and
background of the country’s
tourist attractions.
Guides need more indepth training so that they
develop deeper perspectives
and are fully informed about
all aspects of Lao history
and development, he added.
“We still need more
cooperation with private
businesses to improve and
drive the development
of a sustainable tourism
industry,” the Assembly
member said.
This cooperation would
more widely promote the
Laos Thaio Laos (Lao
people’s travel scheme)
as part of efforts to revive
tourism in the wake of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

about 600,000 tonnes of
animal feed, but the six
manufacturing plants in
Laos can supply less than
400,000 tonnes, equal to just
60 percent of demand.
However, Laos has a
huge opportunity to boost
crop yields for export,
particularly to China, with
the Laos-China railway now
able to transport perishable
goods more efficiently and
quickly.
The growth of exports
can earn more foreign
currency for Laos, which
would help to stabilise the
value of the kip.
In 2021, Laos earned
more than US$900
million from the export
of agricultural produce,
accounting for only 82
percent of the target figure
set for that year.

Laos earned more than
US$870 million from
the export of agricultural
produce over the past
six months of this year,
equalling 72.57 percent of
the target for the whole of
2022, a senior government
official has said.
The main farm products
exported were bananas,
rubber, cassava, sugarcane,
cattle and buffaloes, with
China being the largest
purchaser.
Addressing the National
Assembly last week,
Minister of Agriculture
and Forestry, Dr Phet
Phomphiphak, said the
government will encourage
more domestic and foreign
business operators to invest
in agriculture, in order to
boost exports.
“Japanese companies
will invest hundreds of
millions of dollars in the
rearing of cattle, pigs and
chickens in the provinces
of Xieng Khuang, Huaphan
and Xekong,” he said.
“In addition, several local
companies plan to invest in
agriculture, to produce food
for consumption in Laos
and for export, in line with
the government’s policy to
bolster productivity in this
sector.”
Dr Phet praised a
successful organic dairy farm
in Xieng Khuang province in
which Vinamilk, Vietnam’s
largest dairy company, has Farmers are severely hampered by steep rises in production costs.
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Some motorists in Phongsaly
still don’t follow traffic rules
Translated by Meuangkham Noradeth

Officials in Phongsaly province are now focusing on the problem of some motorists who still
do not follow traffic rules, causing road accidents that result in casualties.
In the past, provincial officials organised many activities to address traffic problems and to
reduce road accidents, including disseminating information on traffic rules.
Recently, the Traffic Police Department of Phongsaly coordinated with police officers to
disseminate information on traffic rules at the technical and skills school in Bounneua district.
The head of the traffic police unit, Captain Somphet Chanthanit, said this activity will help
officials, teachers and students develop a better understanding of traffic rules, including the
movement of vehicles on national roads and the importance of traffic signs and road markings.
Captain Somphet said officials also informed the teachers and students about fines that are
imposed if motorists violate traffic rules, the protection of national roads and techniques for
safe driving.
“This is one activity by the officials to solve a social problem and to reduce road accidents
and ensure the safety of everyone,” said Captain Somphet.
--lsecuritynews.com, June 15

Attapeu needs more blood
donations
Attapeu province needs more people to donate blood to help the treatment of patients.
On June 14, officials from the Red Cross in Attapeu organised a blood donation drive by
soldiers of the province. The event was attended by the Head of the Red Cross in the province,
Mr Borisoud Phommakhod, other officials and soldiers.
Mr Borisoud said joining such a blood donation drive reflects the power of solidarity in
saving the lives of other people.
A shortage blood will pose a danger to the lives of patients. More people should donate blood
every day as there are many patients who need blood for their treatment in hospitals, he said.
Mr Borisoud said blood centres across Attapeu need more blood for treating patients.
Six soldiers applied to donate blood during the activity, but only five of them could donate
1,750 cc of blood.
During 2022, the Red Cross in Attapeu plans to organise blood donation drives at many
offices, villages, schools and public areas to collect 800 bags of blood because the number of
patients needing blood is increasing each day, said Mr Borisoud.
--Attapeu News, June 16

People in Bokeo affected by
natural disasters
Many families in Bokeo are affected by natural disaster each year and people are still awaiting
assistance to overcome their problems.
Pha-oudom is a district in Bokeo that is affected by national disaster almost every year and
many villagers there are still awaiting assistance.
On June 10, officials in Pha-oudom joined hands with other authorities to assess the damage
caused by a storm that hit Phonvilay village on April 16 and 17.
The Deputy Governor of Pha-oudom, Mr Somnit Xaythavongsith, said the storm damaged
22 houses in Phonvilay. District officials distributed some relief materials as initial assistance
for the affected people, including 442 pieces of zincs, 110 kg of nails and clothes worth more
than 20 million kip.
He said officials will continue trying to help families affected by natural disasters and they
must believe in the leaders of the government.
Mr Somnit urged all families affected by the recent storm to work hard to repair their
damaged homes. Everyone must continue improving living standards and take steps to
overcome poverty, he said.
--Bokeo Newspapers, June 15

A National Assembly member from Luang Namtha province on Friday presents a work
plan for the development of tourism in the province, during the 3rd Ordinary Session of
the National Assembly’s 9th legislature.

Luang Namtha province’s Health Department on Friday holds a talk to mark the 57th
anniversary of Lao Nurses’ Day on June 18. The event was attended by the Deputy
Governor of Luang Namtha province Mr Phommasouk Vilaykoun, representatives of
various organisations, and health officials. 			
--Photo Mounty

The Ministry of Health and the World Health Organisation in Vientiane on Friday hold
a ceremony to mark the 4th World Food Safety Day on June 7, attended by Deputy
Minister of Health Mr Phayvanh Keopaseuth and the Representative of WHO to Laos,
Dr Ying Ru Lo. 						
--Photo Pasaxon

Public debt ‘still manageable’, govt assures...
bond issue period.
Negotiations with foreign
creditors are expected to
extend the repayment
timeframe for debts
scheduled to be repaid after
August, according to the
minister.
In 2022, the NA
approved a budget to repay
domestic and foreign debts
amounting to 7,157 billion
kip and US$1.598 billion
respectively.
As of May 31, 2022,
some 1,619 billion kip in

domestic debt had been paid,
accounting for just 24.53
percent of the target figure
for this year.
Meanwhile, only
US$137.90 million in
foreign debt had been repaid,
accounting for just 8.62
percent of the target figure.
The minister explained
that only a small percentage
of the debts owed had been
repaid so far because the
bulk of the money owed was
due in the third and fourth
quarters of this year.

He informed the NA that
as much as 9,577 billion kip
had been raised through the
sale of government bonds,
which accounted for 95.78
percent of the planned
10,000 billion bond sale that
had been approved to source
funding to repay domestic
debts.
The minister pledged that
the government would strive
to achieve the annual debtrepayment target.
Based on the
implementation of the first

FROM PAGE 1

five months of this year’s
budget, the government has
remained firm in striving
to achieve the figures set
for 2022, which include a
revenue target of 31,593
billion kip and expenditure
not exceeding 34,691 billion
kip.
Mr Bounchom pledged
that the budget deficit would
not exceed 3,098.28 billion
kip, which accounts for 1.61
percent of GDP.
He outlined new
key revenue sources the

government has explored to
support its efforts to meet
these targets.
These include digital
and electronic systems that
have been introduced and
expanded to plug loopholes
in the system of revenue
collection, so that less money
is lost.
In addition, service
charges from the transport
of freight via the Laos-China
railway, which came into
operation last December,
have generated 8.69 billion

kip for the state budget.
Furthermore, revenue
collected from pilot mining
projects and the trade in
cryptocurrency has also
generated several million
dollars for the state budget.
Meanwhile, reform
efforts have paid off and two
banks that were previously
owned by the state have
turned a multi-million-dollar
profit after 70 percent of their
shares were sold to local
investors. Many more are
undergoing reform.
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World

Russia to temporarily suspend gas
supply via Turkish Stream pipeline

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres addresses
reporters during a news conference to introduce the second
report of the Global Crisis Response Group – on the food,
fuel and finance sectors, June 8, 2022 at United Nations
headquarters. 				
--Photo VCG

MOSCOW (Xinhua) -Russian gas giant Gazprom
announced Saturday that
it will stop gas delivery
via both strings of the
Turkish Stream pipeline
from June 21 to June 28
due to scheduled annual
maintenance.
The suspension was
agreed in advance by all
interested parties, Gazprom

said in a statement.
The Turkish Stream
pipeline via the Black seabed
consists of two strings,
with one supplying gas to
Turkish consumers and the
other delivering energy to
countries in southern and
southeastern Europe.
The pipeline began
operation in January 2020
with a total capacity of 31.5

billion cubic meters annually.
Earlier this week,
Gazprom said it would
significantly reduce gas
delivery to Europe via the
Nord Stream 1 pipeline to
no more than 67 million
cubic meters per day, citing
the failure of Siemens, the
manufacturer of the gas
turbine engines, to provide
the overhaul service in time.

UN chief warns against
stigma, discrimination fueled
by Internet, social media
U N I T E D N AT I O N S
(Xinhua) -- UN SecretaryGeneral Antonio Guterres on
Saturday warned against the
stigma and discrimination
fanned by the Internet and
social media.
“The internet and social
media have turbocharged hate
speech, enabling it to spread
like wildfire across borders,”
the UN chief said in his
message for the International
Day for Countering Hate
Speech, which was marked
the first time since a UN
General Assembly adopted
a related resolution last year.
“The spread of hate speech
against minorities during
the COVID-19 pandemic
provides further evidence
that many societies are
highly vulnerable to the
stigma, discrimination and
conspiracies it promotes,” the
secretary-general noted.
Guterres underlined that
“hate speech incites violence,
undermines diversity and
social cohesion, and
threatens the common values
and principles that bind us
together.”
“It promotes racism,
xenophobia and misogyny;
it dehumanises individuals
and communities; and it has a
serious impact on our efforts
to promote peace and security,
human rights, and sustainable
development,” he said.
“Words can be weaponised
and cause physical harm
and the escalation from
hate speech to violence has
played a significant role in
the most horrific and tragic
crimes of the modern age,
from the antisemitism driving
the Holocaust, to the 1994
genocide against the Tutsi in
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Rwanda.”
“In response to this
growing threat, three years
ago, I launched the United
Nations Strategy and Plan
of Action on Hate Speech.
This provides a framework
for our support to member
states to counter this scourge
while respecting freedom
of expression and opinion,
in collaboration with civil
society, the media, technology
companies and social media
platforms,” said the top UN
official.
The UN chief warned that
hate speech is a danger to
everyone and fighting it is a
job for everyone.
“This first International
Day to Counter Hate Speech
is a call to action. Let us
recommit to doing everything
in our power to prevent and
end hate speech by promoting
respect for diversity and
inclusivity,” he added.
In July 2021, the
UN General Assembly
highlighted global concerns
over “the exponential spread
and proliferation of hate
speech” around the world
and adopted a resolution on
“promoting inter-religious
and intercultural dialogue and
tolerance in countering hate
speech.”
The resolution recognises
the need to counter
discrimination, xenophobia
and hate speech and calls on
all relevant actors, including
states, to increase their efforts
to address this phenomenon,
in line with international
human rights law.
The resolution proclaimed
June 18 as the International
Day for Countering Hate
Speech.

World news in brief
COVID-19 cases
rising but surge still
preventable – DOH

MANILA, Philippines
(Inquirer/ANN) -- The
Department of Health
(DOH) on Saturday warned
of an increasing number of
COVID-19 cases and that
the country could see as
many as 800 to 1,200 cases
per day by the end of June,
but there is still no indication
of another surge.
“So, we need to prevent that
from happening because
these projections are not cast
in stone. These are just used
for us to prepare,” Health
Undersecretary Maria
Rosario Vergeire said at the
Laging Handa briefing.
Vergeire said the Philippines
had recorded a national daily
average of 350 COVID-19
cases, a 50 percent to 60
percent increase from the
previous week.

China’s air becomes
cleaner now, as carbon
dioxide emissions per
unit of GDP fall by half
from 2005
Gazprom file photo.

Xi underscores improved capability in
fighting corruption to ensure full victory
BEIJING (Xinhua) -- Xi
Jinping, general secretary
of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) Central
Committee, urged
coordinated improvement
to guarantee that officials
do not have the audacity,
opportunity, or desire to
engage in corruption.
Xi demanded a full
victory in the anti-corruption
campaign on Friday while
addressing a group study
session of the Political
Bureau of the CPC Central
Committee on improving
anti-corruption capability.
The fight against
corruption is a major
political struggle that the
Party can not afford to
lose and should never lose
because it concerns the
people, Xi stressed.
In the new era, the CPC
achieved the wholehearted
support of the Chinese people
and high-level solidarity
among its members with
the unprecedented anticorruption fight, according
to Xi.
He summarised valuable
experiences from the fight,

including zero-tolerance
toward corruption, improved
institutional constraints, and
the expansion of supervision
over every Party member
and everyone in public
office.
Xi described the anticorruption fight as one
that is extremely complex
and arduous, saying that
there is “no room” for
making any compromise.
He called on Party cadres
to be courageous to face
the problems squarely and
muster the resolve to “wield
the knife” and “cut off all
tumors.”
Acknowledging that the
campaign has built into a
crushing tide and is being
consolidated, Xi however
warned of the complexity
and difficulty of the antigraft situation, urging
more efforts to see the fight
through.
Xi underlined the Party’s
centralised and unified
leadership over the anticorruption fight and called
for coordinated progress in
the fight in all sectors.
He also emphasised

maintaining zero-toleration
and eliminating sectoral
and systematic corruption
which pose higher risks to
effectively defuse relevant
economic and social risks.
Xi urged regular and
long-term mechanisms
against corruption, and
coordination between
precaution and punishment
to improve the ability to
detect and effectively handle
corruption issues.
The improvement of
anti-corruption laws and
regulations relating to
foreign affairs should also
be accelerated, Xi said.
Sending precaution to
senior officials, Xi said
cadres in higher positions
and with greater power
must exercise stricter selfdiscipline.
Xi said members of
the Political Bureau
of the CPC Central
Committee in particular
must hold themselves to
the highest standards of
self-discipline, and take
the lead among all Party
members in following the
Party’s dos and don’ts.
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(Global Times) -- China,
as the world’s largest
developing country, has
made great achievements
in carbon reduction during
the past decade, cutting its
carbon emissions per unit
of GDP by half from 2005
levels.
Despite intensifying
challenges ahead, the
direction of reducing
carbon emissions will not
be changed and China
retains huge potential in
developing new energy
resources, experts said
on Saturday. In 2021, the
national carbon dioxide
emissions per unit of GDP
fell by 3.8 percent year-onyear, approximately 50.3
percent lower than 2005
levels. The total energy
consumption sourced
from coal dropped from
72.4 percent in 2005 to 56
percent in 2021, according
to Zhao Yingming, vice
minister of the Ministry of
Ecology and Environment.

WTO relaxes
COVID-19 vaccine
patent controls for
developing countries

(The Jakarta Post/ANN)
-- The World Trade
Organization concluded a
landmark bundle of deals on
Friday covering COVID-19
vaccines, fishing subsidies
and e-commerce following
hectic round-the-clock
talks. WTO director-general
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala said
trade ministers had struck
an “unprecedented package
of deliverables” that
would make a difference
to people’s lives across
the planet. The talks at the
global trade body’s Geneva
headquarters began on
Sunday and were due to
wrap up on Wednesday.
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Plenty of road left to run
for EVs in Vietnam

Rescuers evacuate flood-affected villagers in Hojai district of India’s northeastern state of
Assam, June 18, 2022. Floods in two northeastern states of India, Assam and Meghalaya,
have killed 32 people in the past two days, officials said Saturday.

32 killed in floods in India’s
Assam, Meghalaya

NEW DELHI (Xinhua) -Floods in two northeastern
states of India, Assam and
Meghalaya, have killed 32
people in the past two days,
officials said Saturday.
According to an Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA)
bulletin, 13 people were
killed in the state, while
over 1.8 million people were
affected by the ongoing
flooding in 28 districts.
Officials at the State
Disaster Management

Authority of Meghalaya
(SDMAM) said 19 people
were killed in the state in
two days.
“Fourteen people,
including a six-monthold infant, died in the
rain-induced floods and
landslides in the state on
Friday, thus taking the death
toll in the past two days to
19,” an official of SDMAM
said.
The flooding has affected
nearly 3,000 villages in
Assam and 108,104 people

are taking shelter in relief
camps.
Officials said water
has inundated 43,338
hectares of cropland and
damaged crops. Several
embankments, culverts and
roads have been damaged.
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
talked to Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma to enquire about the
flood situation and assured
all help from the federal
government.

(Vietnam News) -- Vietnamese
a u t o m a k e r Vi n F a s t i s
continuing its planned
expansion into the US with
a US$2-billion plant in North
Carolina and shifting its legal
and financial headquarters to
Singapore ahead of a potential
public listing.
Such moves represent
a significant step into the
international market for
Vietnamese EV technology.
However, questions remain
over how to conquer the
domestic market of roughly
50 million motorbikes, among
which petrol still reigns
supreme.
A transition to electric for
the country’s predominant
mode of transport would be
a major victory in meeting
Vietnam’s bold commitments
at COP26, centreing on a
pledge to reach net-zero
carbon emissions by 2050.
Despite VinFast’s efforts in
producing electric bikes for the
domestic market, EVs have
not yet seen the widespread
adoption expected, with
challenges ranging from
high costs to sparse charging
facilities.
A lesser-known name in
the EV arena, Dạt Bike, is
forging ahead with its own
ambitions to encourage the
transition, mainly by offering
equivalent performance to
a petrol-powered bike in an
attractive two-wheeler.
“We have seen that
consumers are becoming
more interested in electric
bikes, with big companies
also gradually researching to
switch partially or completely
to producing electric bikes,”
said Dạt Bike CEO Nguyen
Sơn.
“Therefore, the Vietnamese
electric bike market is now
more active. However, it will
take more time for Vietnamese
consumers to choose electric
bikes over petrol-powered
vehicles, from educating
customers to researching and
producing electric bike models
to meet customer demand.”
In a country that has long
relied on petrol vehicles that
are easily accessible and cheap
to maintain, companies like
VinFast and Dạt Bike face
an uphill battle in convincing
consumers to make the switch.
“At the moment, the
difference in operation
between electric bikes and
petrol ones is still quite
large, while there is a lack of
strong electric bikes that can
satisfy the daily commutes
of customers. Therefore,
the electric bike market in
Vietnam has not yet grown
strongly,” the young CEO
said.
Undaunted, companies
still see the huge potential,
especially with Vietnam’s
overall efforts to go ‘green’.
“After Vietnam attended
the COP26 conference and
pledged to reduce emissions
to zero by 2050, the electric

VinFast’s electric vehicle charging station at an
apartment. 		
--Photo vinfasthaiduong.vn

vehicle market and the electric
scooter market experienced
strong growth,” said Lê Hoang
Long, Deputy Chief General
Manager of E-Scooter
Business Operations at
VinFast.
“In addition to the
Government’s encouragement,
electric vehicle manufacturers
have launched many new
models, with breakthroughs in
technology, quality and class
to bring diversity to users.
“Public awareness also has
seen positive improvements as
the trend to switch to electric
vehicles is becoming more
popular. Especially after petrol
prices surged recently, electric
vehicles are considered an
optimal choice for many
families.
“Electric scooters have
been in the Vietnamese market
for more than 10 years, but
the old products were poor
quality, easily damaged, and
without genuine warranties,
so people only considered
electric bikes as transport for
students or short distances.”
Changing this perception
is key to tapping that
huge transport market and
eventually seeing success in
adopting electric bikes.
“The biggest challenge
of electric bikes today is
to change that prejudice of
customers, persuade them
to choose electric vehicles
instead of petrol ones to
contribute to the common goal
of protecting the environment
and improving the quality of
people’s lives,” Long said.
In addition to avoiding
soaring fuel prices, consumers
could be encouraged to choose
electric for their next purchase
if offered incentives regarding
taxes and fees, as they are in
Taiwan, Indonesia and India.
The integration of
technology is a centrepiece
of VinFast’s strategy, with a
deal signed recently with chip
giant Intel to develop driver
assistance systems, in-car
infotainment, and internet-ofthings devices for factories
making EVs and batteries.

Le Hoang Long explained
that VinFast’s ultimate
goal was not to compete
against or beat other electric
vehicle manufacturers but
to encourage “consumers
to switch from petrol to
electric vehicles to contribute
to reducing emissions…
[and] to jointly promote the
gradual replacement of petrol
vehicles.”
For many drivers, the
biggest hurdle remains the
high cost of EVs.
Dao Quang Thang, a
designer in Hanoi, said: “I
used an electric bike when I
was in high school because
it did not require a driving
license. The model I used
was made in China because
it was cheap, and I just used
it to travel to school, not far
from home. I drive a petrolpowered bike now. There are
more types of Vietnamese
electric bikes at the moment,
but they are quite expensive
and even more costly than my
current motorbike.”
However, the limited
number of manufacturers
offering models in the
Vietnamese market means
consumers are not exactly
spoilt for choice when it
comes to environmentallyfriendly driving.
Securing US$10 million
in funding since its founding
in 2019, Dạt Bike is pushing
ahead with attempts to
combine electric tech and
classic bike style. Its latest
model, the Weaver 200, builds
on the Weaver with upgraded
performance and range,
delivering a top speed of 90
km/h and a range of 200 km
on a single charge.
There is clearly enthusiasm
for electric bikes in Vietnam,
but the market has plenty of
road left to run before we see
a full-scale adoption of EVs.
However, a combination of
concern over rising prices and
increasing climate compassion
could see the switch coming
sooner rather than later,
especially if incentives are
offered along the way.
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Japanese ambassador to Laos visits Savannakhet Special
Economic Zone C – Savan Park, Savannakhet Dry Port
Advertorial Desk

A Savannakhet Special
Economic Zone C – Savan
Park, Savannakhet Dry Port
site visit by the Japanese
Ambassador to Laos and
his delegation brought hope
of more investment and
business development amid
the kip currency inflation and
skyrocketing cost of fuel.
The visits on Tuesday
aimed to learn about the
development of Savan Park
and Savannakhet Dry Port,
which are attracting many
investors from Europe and
Asia. The Japanese delegation,
led by Ambassador Kenichi
Kobayashi, was welcomed
by the Vice President of the
Lao National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Mr
Daovone Phachanthavong,
and Chief Executive Officer
of Savannakhet Dry Port, Mr
Jean Pierre Grzelczyk.
Ambassador Kobayashi
placed importance on this visit
and asked about the impact of
inflation and the cost of fuel
on the dry port.
The delegation had
visited Japanese companies
that invested in the Savan
Park SEZ, Zone C such as
Mizusu Lao Co., Ltd. and KPBeau Lao Co., Ltd. They also
visited Essilor Lao Co., Ltd.
from France investors
Savannakhet Special
Economic (Savan Park
Zone C) is strategically
located along the East-West
Economic Corridor (EWEC)
and was developed on 234

A group photo is taken at Savannakhet Dry Port in recognition of the visiting Japanese Ambassador, Mr Kenichi Kobayashi
and his delegation.

CEO of Savan Logistics and Founder of Savannakhet Dry
Port Mr Jean Pierre Grzelczyk (left) briefs the Japanese
Ambassador about the port’s operations.

June 19, 2022
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hectares of wasteland into an
industrial, commercial and
logistics hub.
Through the strategic
location setup of the EWEC
by JICA, Savan Park SEZ
realised the potential to
develop this area into a free
trade industrial zone.
Plenty of investors in
the region are now looking
to invest in Laos because
of the incentives offered,
the country’s political
stability, the relative lack of

Mr Jean Pierre Grzelczyk (second right) welcomes
Ambassador Kobayashi and delegation on their arrival at
the park.

natural disasters, low initial
investment cost, and the low
or zero import duty paid
by importing countries on
products that are “Made in
Laos”.
To ensure that sufficient
skilled labour is available
for the increasing number of
investors in the site, as well
as providing jobs for local
people, Savannakhet Dry Port
partnered with Savannakhet
University to open the
Academic Learning Centre

for Logistics and Transport
last month. The centre will
train students to work in the
company’s logistics sector.
Savannakhet Special
Economic Zone is the first
SEZ in Laos. The Savannakhet
Dry Port was the first approved
dry port to be acknowledged by
UNESCAP. Former President
Bounnhang Vorachit signed a
ratification of the Savannakhet
Dry Port to comply with
UNESCAP requirements on
October 16, 2019.

It is located on the EastWest Economic Corridor
(EWEC) at a distance of
1,450km from Vietnam,
passing through Savannakhet
province in Laos to Thailand
and ending in Mawlamyine,
Myanmar, linking the
Andaman Sea with the South
China Sea.
The Savannakhet Special
Economic Zone is part of
the Greater Mekong SubRegion (GMS) development
programme.
A total of 75 companies
are currently registered in
the Savan Park SEZ Zone C
which earns more tax revenue
for the government and helps
to improve living standards
for the local community, as
well as boost exports.
During the Covid-19
pandemic, a significant
increase of 42 percent in the
logistics value was added,
enabling the reduction of
vessel frequency, and
allowing the usual operation
of road freight services.
The total value of imports
in 2020 was recorded at over
US$214,360,513.35 while
the value of exports rose to
over US$245,640,544.16. The
record for imports in 2021
was over US$204,005,109.02,
with exports rising to
US$246,437,926.71.
The value of transit cargo
at Savannakhet Dry Port in
2020 was US$6,855,500,323,
rising to US$9,445,539,694
last year.
Savan Park is fully
protected by Prime Minister’s
Decree 177, which is dedicated
to investment in Savannakhet
Special Economic Zone and
was approved in 2003. As
of today, the zone is still
complying with this decree
and investors are confident in
it. Savan Park was established
in 2008 and was the first
SEZ in Laos. Laos was
able to develop the SEZ as
the Savannakhet Special
Economic Zone Authority
(SEZA), providing a one
stop-service (OSS) to all
investors in the zone.
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Finance ministry issues notice
to facilitate fuel imports
Times Reporters

Mr Chanthaboun Soukaloun (left) displays the Memorandum of Understanding and shakes
hands with Ms Janice Bong at the signing ceremony in Vientiane.

Laos to sell power to Singapore
Times Reporters

Laos will soon begin selling
electricity to Singapore under
the Lao PDR-ThailandMalaysia-Singapore
Power Integration Project
(LTMS-PIP).
A total of 100 MW will
be supplied by Laos to
Singapore.
The power purchase
agreement was signed in
Vientiane on Friday by the
Managing Director of the
Electricite Du Laos (EDL),
Mr Chanthaboun Soukaloun,
and the Executive Director
of Keppel Infrastructure
Holdings, Ms Janice Bong.
The ceremony at which
the agreement was signed
was attended by the Minister
of Energy and Mines, Dr
Daovong Phonekeo, the
Deputy Minister of Finance,
Mr Phouthanouphet
Chansombath, Singapore’s
Ambassador to Laos, Ms
Leow Siu Lin, government
officials and representatives
of the two parties.
In September 2014, Laos,
Thailand, Malaysia and
Singapore had explored the
idea of trading power beyond
neighbouring countries

through the Asean Economic
Community (AEC) and
Asean Power Grid (APG),
Mr Chanthaboun said.
“At first, this was only an
idea, a vision, a dream and a
goal to strengthen the power
integration network within the
region,” he said.
It was a vision that most
people did not believe would
be possible due to the distance
between Laos and Singapore,
he added.
However, in 2017, EDL
embarked on a mission to sell
power to Malaysia with the
birth of the Laos, Thailand
and Malaysia (LTM) project.
The project is a symbol of
the good cooperation between
EDL, Electricity Generating
Authority of Thailand (EGAT)
and Tenaga Nasional Berhad
(TNB) of Malaysia.
“It was a good milestone
which was set by four
ministers in 2014,” said Mr
Chanthaboun. “Today, we
have reached our further
goal of implementing the
Laos, Thailand, Malaysia and
Singapore (LTMS) project to
Singapore,” he said.
Mr Chanthaboun said he
believed this project will be
another remarkable milestone

In line with a pledge made
in the National Assembly
(NA), the government has
directed various authorities
at international checkpoints
to ensure fuel imports
speedily reach petrol
stations across the country.
The government made
a promise last week at
the ongoing NA session
that it will ensure there
are sufficient fuel supplies
nationwide from June 20.
The Minister of
Finance, Mr Bounchom
Ubonpaseuth, told NA
members the government
has decided to provide
a letter of credit to firms
involved in importing fuel
so that adequate supplies
can be dispensed to petrol
stations nationwide in order
to meet the demand for fuel.
Following the
announcement in the NA,
the Ministry of Finance
has issued a notification
directing the directors
general of tax and customs,
the heads of the provincial
tax and customs offices

and the heads of customs
offices at international
checkpoints to manage and
facilitate the import of fuel
so that supplies reach petrol
stations nationwide on time.
The notification, signed
by the minister, became
effective from June 17.
The Finance Minister
suggested in the notification
that the directors general of
tax should direct the heads
of tax offices in Vientiane
capital and in the provinces
to work in collaboration
with officials of the industry
and commerce sector to
facilitate the distribution
and allocation of fuel to
petrol stations.
The minister also called
for continuous monitoring
and inspections to prevent
traders from increasing the
prices above the rates set by
the government.
The minster asked the
Customs Department to
direct officials at different
border checkpoints to
prevent any possible illegal
import of fuel. If any such
cases are detected, the legal
process should be initiated.

The notification advised
concerned officials to strictly
implement their tasks.
The Minister of Finance,
on behalf of the government,
assured the NA last week
that sufficient stocks of fuel
will be available from June
20 as the government had
reached an agreement with
the companies responsible
for supplying fuel last
Thursday.
At the same time, the
government also issued a
letter of credit for procuring
200 million litres of fuel to
the Lao State Fuel Company
(LSFC).
Laos has faced a serious
shortage of fuel for months
after the price of fuel in
the global market rose
sharply. This also drove
up the price of consumer
goods and contributed to
the weakening of the value
of the Lao kip.
The government has
said there will be sufficient
supplies of fuel at least
until August, and timely
arrangements will be made
to procure fuel for the
agricultural season as well.

for the larger goal of realising
the Asean Power Grid in the
near future, he said.
“Now, after working
together for many years, we
challenge ourselves to be
the first four countries in the
Asean region to purchase
and sell power beyond the
borders,” he said. This will
help ensure sustained energy
security and reliability.
Ms Leow Siu Lin said
all the parties recognise that
limited land and lack of
natural resources mean that
Singapore must continue to
find creative and innovative
ways to develop, access
and adopt clean, renewable
energy sources.
“One of the key strategies
to support our energy
transition is through regional
and international partnerships,
which will allow Singapore
and our companies to access
new energy sources and
markets, while supporting
the decarbonisation efforts in
our region,” she said.
“I hope that the signing
of the agreement today
will pave the way for
more of such regional and
international cooperation The government hopes the import of fuel will reduce crowds and congestion at petrol
efforts in the future.”
stations across Laos.

Serbian leader reaffirms strong commitment to
TurkStream pipeline project
BELGRADE, Serbia
(AA) -- Serbia’s president
on Thursday reaffirmed
t h e c o u n t r y ’s s t r o n g
commitment to the
TurkStream gas pipeline
project, which connects
Russia to Europe via Turkey.
During a meeting with
Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu in
Belgrade, Aleksandar
Vucic said Serbia wants to
continue its cooperation in
the field of energy.
The 930-kilometer
(about 578 miles) TurkStream
pipeline will transport Russian
gas under the Black Sea
through Bulgaria, Serbia, and
Hungary, with another section
reaching Turkey.
With a capacity of 31.5
billion cubic meters (1.1

The 930-kilometer (about 578 miles) TurkStream pipeline will
transport Russian gas under the Black Sea through Bulgaria,
Serbia, and Hungary, with another section reaching Türkiye.

trillion cubic feet) per year, the
project is the world’s largestdiameter offshore gas pipeline
installed at such depths.
The 403-kilometer
Serbian section began

operation in 2021, providing
natural gas to Europe
through the TurkStream
and a new route connecting
Turkey and Bulgaria.
“It is extremely important

for Serbia to cooperate in
the project of construction
and exploitation of the
Turkish Stream, which
enables the supply of
natural gas to the region,
and whose implementation
ensures diversification of
supply routes and sources
and improves the security of
supply of our countries and
the wider region,” Vucic said.
The meeting also focused
on bilateral relations, regional
issues, and the expansion
of economic cooperation,
with a special emphasis on
investments, energy, and
infrastructure projects.
Vucic pledged that Serbia
would keep improving
collaboration in all areas of
mutual interest.
“We see Turkey as a

strong partner, and we
are very committed to the
development and deepening
of overall relations. We
have common economic
interests, and it is important
to us that Turkey helps the
progress of less developed
parts of Serbia with big
investments,” he added.
Cavusoglu, for his part,
lauded Vucic’s commitment
to the development of Serbia
and the region. “You are
doing a great job for your
country and the whole
region,” he remarked.
The Turkish foreign
minister is on a mini Western
Balkan tour, commencing
in Belgrade. He will later
visit the city of Ohrid in
North Macedonia, Croatia’s
capital Zagreb, Bosnia

and Herzegovina’s capital
Sarajevo, and Kosovo.
During their meeting,
Vucic and Cavusoglu also
discussed the signing of an
agreement to allow visa-free
travel between Serbia and
Turkey.
Last week, Serbia
announced that it had
finalised preparations to lift
visa requirements for travel
with Turkey.
An expected agreement
between Belgrade and
Ankara will enable citisens
of the two countries to
“cross state borders with a
valid biometric ID card to
improve and facilitate the
movement of people and
goods,” said a statement
issued by the government
in Belgrade.
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Bangladesh-tied money in Swiss
banks swells 54 percent

Total value of cryptocurrency market was up to US$976B in early hours before falling to US$910B.

Bitcoin, cryptos slightly up after
Fed, still at lowest in 18 months
ANKARA (AA)--Bitcoin
and cryptocurrencies were
slightly up on Thursday after
the US Federal Reserve’s
key decision, but they were
still around their lowest
level in 18 months.
The price of Bitcoin,
the world’s largest crypto
by market size, managed
climbing to almost
US$23,000 early Thursday,
but later fell to US$21,230 at
9.10 am EDT (1310GMT),
around its lowest level since
December 2020.
Ethereum, the world’s
biggest altcoin by market value,
saw its price hitting as high as
US$1,258, but it was trading at

US$1,125 at the time.
The total value of the
cryptocurrency market was
up to US$976 billion in
early hours before falling to
US$910 billion. The market,
however, is significantly
down from US$3 trillion
market cap that was
recorded in November.
The cryptocurrency market
is highly correlated to the
tech-heavy Nasdaq in recent
months, and the pessimism
in equity markets is regarded
as a major reason behind the
steep decline in cryptos.
The Nasdaq futures were
down 2.3 percent at 9.15 am
EDT (1315GMT), indicating

another opening in negative
territory, although the US
stocks finished Wednesday
on positive note.
The US stock exchanges
rallied Wednesday after the
Fed raised its benchmark
interest rate by 75 basis points
on Wednesday, marking its
biggest hike in 28 years, and
signaled that another 75 basis
points of rate hike is on the
table for July.
Despite the Fed providing
a roadmap in its monetary
tightening, investors are still
worried that the aggressive
rate hikes could cause
a recession in the world’s
largest economy.

(The Financial Express/
BRNN)--Funds parked by
Bangladeshi nationals and
entities in all the Swiss
banks swelled by 54 percent
to around CHF (Swiss
Franc) 871 million (Tk
83.18 billion) in the last
calendar year, according to
available data.
The amount was around
CHF 563 million in 2020.
Thus the Bangladeshlinked money in the Swiss
banks recorded a sharp rise
after consecutive two years’
decline.
The annual financial
statements of 239 banks in
Switzerland for the 2021
financial year, released
by the Swiss National
Bank (SNB) in Zurich on
Thursday, unveiled the
latest figures, at a time when
there have been flurries of
discussions over a proposed
government amnesty on
siphoned-off money for its
repatriation.
Although the figure
is popularly perceived
as money stashed from
Bangladesh to Switzerland,
the official statistics of SNB
didn’t mention anything in
this connection.
At the average rate of Tk
95.50 per CHF, the figure
stands at Tk 83.18 billion
by 2021 account, which
was Tk 56.38 billion in the
previous year.
Due to significant
depreciation of the
Bangladeshi currency
(BDT) in the past year,
figures quoted in BDT last
year in this newspaper may
not match the current figures
of the previous years.
The funds parked,
officially bank deposits, by
Bangladeshi or any other

non-Swiss individuals and
entities are described by
the Swiss central bank as
‘liabilities’ of Switzerland’s
banks.
The liabilities are mainly
divided into two parts. The
major part is “amounts due
to bank” under which money
linked with Bangladesh
increased to CHF 844.47
million or Tk 80.65 billion
in 2021 from CHF 530.63
million or Tk 50.67 billion
in 2020.
The money under other
part or “amounts due in
respect of customers’
deposits” declined to CHF
26.35 million or Tk 2.51
billion in the last year from
CHF 32.23 million or Tk
3.08 billion in the previous
year or 2020.
The above-mentioned
figures did not include the
amount deposited through
the fiduciaries or wealth
managers.
The Bangladesh-linked
money deposited through
the fiduciaries declined
sharply last year, coming
down below CHF 1.0
million.
Generally, a large part
of the funds held in Swiss
banks is considered either
stashed from different
countries or ‘black money’.
Bangladesh Bank,
a few years back, in
an explanatory note on
Bangladesh-linked money
in Swiss banks had said
that around 10 percent of
such deposits accounted
for individual clients
and the rest deposited by
banks for trade-related
transaction purpose.
The official statistics
released by the SNB also
do not include the money

that any Bangladesh-linked
client of the Swiss banks
might have deposited and
kept in the name of shadow
entities or shell companies.
Meanwhile, the total
funds held by all foreign
clients of the Swiss banks
in the past year increased
slightly to around CHF
1.48 trillion from CHF
1.44 trillion in 2020. The
total funds included total
liabilities of Swiss banks
plus fiduciaries’ liabilities.
In 2021, direct foreign
deposits with the Swiss
banks reached CHF 1.40
trillion while deposit through
the wealth managers stood
at CHF 76.77billion.
The SNB statistics
further show that Indians’
direct deposits with Swiss
banks last year jumped by
50 percent to around CHF
3828.91 million from CHF
2552.63 million in 2020.
Pakistan-linked money in
Swiss banks also increased
9.80 percent to CHF 705.06
million in 2021 from CHF
642.29 million in 2020.
These figures, however,
did not include deposits
through the wealth
managers. This kind
of deposits by Indians
increased marginally to
around CHF 3.0 million
and by Pakistanis declined
slightly to CHF 6.20 million
in the last year.
Though the Swiss
banking system generally
ensures full confidentiality
of the depositors, which
turns the country into one
of the largest tax havens
in the world, the Swiss
government has started
sharing depositors’
information with the some
other governments.

Vietnam Airlines to resume flights
to London Heathrow this month

Vietnam Airlines will officially resume operations at Terminal 4 of London Heathrow Airport
in the UK from June 22.

HA NOI (Vietnam News/
ANN)-- The national flag
carrier Vietnam Airlines will
officially resume operations
to and from Terminal 4 of
London Heathrow Airport in
the UK from June 22.
The carrier has completed
preparations in terms of
logistics, equipment and
personnel. From July 5 to

August 10, there will be
flights between Ha Noi
and London on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Saturdays.
F r o m A u g u s t 11 to
October 29, flights will
take off on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. The LondonHCM City route will
resume on Saturdays, while
the return flights will be

operated on Fridays.
Vietnam Airlines will
offer round-trip tickets
from London to Ha Noi/
HCM City at prices starting
from 615 GBP (US$743),
including tax and fees.
The promotion is
applicable to tickets purchased
from July 1 to 15 for trips from
August 23 to November 3.

10

Vientiane Times

Monday June 20, 2022

Norwegian People’s Aid - Notice of recruitment
Lao National Staff
Since 2009, NPA has been traditionally involved in UXO survey and clearance operations in Lao PDR. In addition
to contributing to survey and clearance processes, NPA has also provided support to development of the
Information Management (IM) capacity for National Regulatory Authorities for the UXO/Mine Action Sector in
Lao PDR at national and provincial levels. Recently, with financial support from USA (US DOS – PM/WRA), the
NRA and NPA has jointly designed the Capacity Development project to enhance the capacity of information
management of the NRA and expand it down to the provincial and district level. In order to achieve this goal,
NPA plans to recruit several national individuals to support NPA and NRA in planning, management, coordination
and implementation of the IM capacity development project.
NPA is seeking talented and experienced individuals for the following positions:

1. Senior Information Management Officer 01 Position

General responsibilities
The Senior Information Management Officer further referred to as Senior IMO, will be based in the office of the
National Regulatory Authority for the UXO/Mine Action Sector in the Lao PDR (NRA) and co-share the NPA IM
Office of the NPA Lao PDR in Vientiane (when required) as well as with frequent travel to support the Provincial
Regulatory Authorities (PRAs) and District Regulatory Authorities DRAs).
The Senior IMO will be responsible to support the Capacity Development Advisor (CDA) as well as the NRA IM
Officer in implementation, coordination and management of the Information Management project. He/she will
work in close cooperation with the NRA IM Unit as well as serve as a backstop person for the NPA’s Capacity
Development Advisor during his absence from the office. The Senior IMO will support the NPA’s CDA and NRA
IM Officer in conducting of Information Management related trainings at national and provincial levels as well
as will be part of the internal monitoring missions to the provinces and districts. Additionally, the Senior IMO
will be involved in data analysis process and participate and contribute to the relevant meetings and workshops.
Specific Tasks:
• Support NPA CDA and the NRA IM Officer in conducting Information Management trainings and workshops
related the project activities.
• Support the NPA CDA and NRA IM Officer in conducting the information management capacity needs
assessment of the provincial and district regulatory authorities.
• Provide inputs for quarterly and annual reporting to NPA Head Office, donors and the NRA on project
implementation.
• Participate and contribute to the sector working group in matters related to data analysis process and
improving the quality of reporting.
• Support the NRA to set up and install the relevant ICT equipment at provincial and district authorities’ offices.
This includes hardware and software installation such as Windows, MS Office and other systems required
for the project implementation particularly at provincial and national regulatory offices.
• Contribute and ensure that capacity building and sharing of knowledge remains a high priority in work,
particularly for the relevant staff at national, provincial and district levels.
• Be responsible for maintaining and applying standardized forms/IM tools/software/maps, etc.
• Conduct Quality Assurance of the work of the project IM Officers.
• Ensure that the IM office ICT infrastructure is properly setup including internet connectivity follows the
priorities set in the work plan, or otherwise practises a sound evaluation of priorities on emerging tasks.
• Monitor the work of the IM Officers to ensure that the work is carried out in accordance with NRA IMSMA
requirements and Information Management standards.
• Support the NRA IM Unit in data validation and verification process as well as creating maps based on
specific needs and requirements of the NRA.
• Support the NPA CDA and NRA IM Officer in conducting of the regular assessments, monitoring of the
project activities and training at provincial and district levels.
• Fulfil other relevant IM tasks assigned by NPA CDA and NRA IM Officer.
Required Qualifications:
• Professional working experience with IMSMA and understanding of database systems
• Good knowledge of the use of GIS to map and analyse survey and clearance processes. ArcGIS Online
experience is an advantage.
• Proper understanding of the UXO/Mine survey, clearance and other associated processes
• Proper understanding of the Information Management Standards and SOPs.
• High level of written and spoken English
• Excellent ICT knowledge, networking infrastructure and proficient with MS Windows and Office applications
• Previous experience of work within the UXO Sector and particularly in the field of information management.
• Driving licence
Desirable:
• University degree in computer science, GIS, database management and/or information management related
• Previous experience working for an international non-government organisation, particularly in the field of
information management is an advantage
• Experience of working on development or humanitarian projects
Personal Competencies:
• Highly motivated, creative, and proactive
• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills
• Ability to take initiative and work independently
• Dedicated and committed to high quality standards
• Willingness to travel frequently to provinces and districts
• Ability to establish effective working relationships at all levels internally and externally
• Ability to meet deadlines

2.Information Management Officer 02 Positions

General Responsibilities:
The Information Management Officers further referred to as IMOs, will be based in the office of the National
Regulatory Authority for the UXO/Mine Action Sector in the Lao PDR (NRA) in Vientiane Capital as well as with
frequent travel to support the Provincial Regulatory Authorities (PRAs) and District Regulatory Authorities DRAs).
The IMOs will be involved to support the NRA IM Project at the national, provincial and district levels. They will
be also responsible to support the NRA IM staff in verification of the UXO sector reports to IMSMA database
as well as under the supervision of the NRA IM Officer to support the data correction process, conduction of
the IM trainings at provincial and district levels. The IMOs are also part of the monitoring visits to the relevant
provinces and districts.
Specific Tasks:
• Support the NRA IM unit in processing and improving the quality of historical data available in the national
database.
• Participate and contribute to the sector working group meetings related to improving the quality of historical
data as well as the field reporting.
• In order to speed up the reporting and feedback process, support the NRA IM unit in validation and verification
of IMSMA reports. This process should be done under the direct supervision and or request by NRA IM
Officer who is in charge of IM department.
• Support NPA CDA and the NRA IM Officer in conducting Information Management trainings and workshops
related the project activities.
• Support the Senior IM Officer and NRA IM staff in setting up and install the relevant ICT equipment at
provincial and district authorities’ offices. This includes hardware and software installation such as Windows,
MS Office and other systems required for the project implementation particularly at provincial and national
regulatory offices.
• Support information management capacity building and development process at provincial and district level
for the relevant regulatory authorities.
• Be responsible for maintaining and applying standardized forms/IM tools/software/maps, etc. based on the
requirements of the NRA.
• Support the NRA IM Unit in creating maps based on specific needs and requirements of the NRA.
• Support the NPA CDA and NRA IM Officer in conducting of the regular assessments, monitoring of the

project activities and training at provincial and district levels.
• Fulfil other relevant IM tasks assigned by NPA CDA and NRA IM Officer.
Qualifications Required:
• Good working experience with IMSMA and understanding of database systems
• Good experience of GIS to create various maps. Knowledge of ArcGIS Online and Survey123 experience is
an advantage.
• Familiar with the UXO/Mine survey, clearance and other associated processes
• Proper understanding of the Information Management Standards and SOPs.
• Good level of written and spoken English
• Good ICT knowledge and proficient with MS Windows and Office applications
• Previous experience of work within the UXO Sector and particularly in the field of information management.
• Driving licence is an advantage
Desirable:
• University degree in communications, public relations, journalism, English language, and/or international
development
• Previous experience working for an international non-government organisation is an advantage
• Experience of working on development or humanitarian projects
• Ability to speak additional Lao ethnic languages.
Personal Competencies:
• Highly motivated, creative, and proactive
• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills
• Ability to take initiative and work independently
• Dedicated and committed to high quality standards
• Willingness to travel frequently to operational bases and work sites
• Ability to establish effective working relationships at all levels internally and externally
• Ability to meet deadlines

3. Project Officer 01 Position

General Responsibilities:
The purpose of the Project Officer (PO) in the Information Management Capacity Development Project is to
support the Capacity Development Advisor in coordination and communication of the project activities with
relevant departments (HR/Administration, Finance and Logistics) of the NPA Lao PDR Programme as well as
with the NRA and the relevant national regulatory authorities at provincial and district levels. He/she will be
responsible to coordinate with the NRA and relevant authorities at provincial level in organizing the relevant
project related events such as trainings and workshops.
The PO will be based on the NRA and NPA offices and report to the Capacity Development Advisor. He/she
will be involved in frequent travel to the provinces when necessary. The PO will also be responsible for liaising
with NPA’s departments and the NRA to ensure that all activities are implemented based on the NPA rules and
regulations to meet the project requirements.
Specific Tasks:
• Support the NRA and the Capacity Development Advisor in coordination, identification, assessing and
booking venue for organizing the relevant events such as trainings, meetings and workshops.
• Follow the NPA travel authorization regulations and guidelines to organize travel related bookings such as
accommodation for the NRA, project staff and participants.
• Coordinate with HR/Administration and Finance departments in making all travel related payments in
according to the NPA rules and regulations
• Coordinate with NPA Logistics department all matters related to project logistics
• Fulfil other relevant IM tasks assigned by NPA CDA and NRA IM Officer.
• In charge of handling cash box using with petty cash expenses.
Qualifications Required:
• Good level of written and spoken English
• Working experience and involvement in project management
• Good computer skills, proficient with MS Windows and Office applications
• Driving licence is an advantage
Desirable:
• Certification in project management, communications, public relations, English language, and/or
international development
• Previous experience working for an international non-government organisation is an advantage
• Experience of working on development or humanitarian projects
Personal Competencies:
• Highly motivated, creative, and proactive
• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills
• Ability to take initiative and work independently
• Dedicated and committed to high quality standards
• Willingness to travel frequently to the relevant provinces
• Ability to establish effective working relationships internally and externally at all levels internally and
externally
• Ability to meet deadlines

4. Project Translator 01 Position

Duties and Responsibilities:
• Provide translation and interpretation for the Capacity Development Advisor (CDA) during the meetings,
trainings and other relevant events.
• Translate all training related documents, such as agenda, presentations and other related handouts.
• Provide translations for the CDA during the visits to provincial and districts authorities.
• Provide translation to CDA during the assessments, interview and monitoring of the project activities at
provincial and district levels.
• Translate meetings and other events minutes as well as other project related documents.
• Fulfil other relevant IM tasks assigned by NPA CDA and NRA IM Officer.
Qualifications Required:
• English Diploma or advanced English level certification
• High level of written and spoken English
• Experience in translation services in international organizations
• Good working experience with computer, proficient with MS Windows and Office applications
• Previous experience of work within the UXO Sector
Desirable:
• Ability to provide interpretation promptly without hesitation
• Ability to provide precise, accurate interpretation without omissions or additions
• Previous experience of work within the UXO Sector and is desirable
• Driving licence an advantage (not essential)
Personal Competencies:
• Highly motivated, creative, and proactive
• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills
• Ability to take initiative and work independently
• Dedicated and committed to high quality standards
• Willingness to travel frequently to the provinces and districts
• Ability to establish effective working relationships at all levels internally and externally
• Ability to meet deadlines
Interested candidates are requested to submit an application (a cover letter & CV – attaches all related educational
& working certificates) specify the position you wished to apply to this e-mail address: npa.laos@npaid.org
The deadline for applications is Thursday the 30th of June 2022, at 17:00 PM.
Women and persons with disabilities are encouraged to apply. Only short-listed candidates will be invited for
interview. Successful candidates will be asked to start work as soon as possible.
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Section VI. BIDDING ANNOUNCEMENT

BIDDING No. KOICA-L2022-00028-1

The Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) Office in Lao PDR invites
all interested companies to participate in the process of Open International
Competitive Bidding for the Provision of Vehicles and After Sales Service for 2
Rural Development Projects.
1. Bid description
• Title of the Bid: Purchase of Vehicles for 2 Rural Development Projects
• Place of the Bid: KOICA office in Lao PDR
• Delivery terms: 160 days from the signing of the contract
• Place of delivery of the Bid proposal: KOICA office in Lao PDR. 3rd Floor,
Vientiane Plaza Hotel, Sailom Road, Hatsady-neua Village, Chanthabouly
District, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR
• Place of delivery of the good: Department of Rural Development, Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry, Prime Minister’s Campus, Chanthabouly District,
Vientiane Capital
Google Maps: XJF8+FRQ, Vientiane
• Duration of the contract: One hundred sixty (160) days from the signing of
the contract
• Delivery period of the Final Report: One (1) week after the delivery.
• Scope of work: Purchasing of 7 vehicles (6 Pickup Trucks, 1 SUV), delivery of
vehicles to a designated location (the supplier is responsible for all expenses
including transportation insurance, customs clearance fee, etc.), provision of
manuals in Lao language, management training for the users, and repairing
of defects for 1 year.
• Maximum limit of budget: USD $245,000 (VAT excluded).
2. Type of Bid
• Open competitive bidding

8. Documents to be presented. (Directly at the KOICA Office in Lao PDR)
The documents to be submitted as part of the proposal must be included in one
(1) envelope which must contain one (1) set of original documents, one (1) set
of copies, and one (1) USB which contains all documents in electronic version.
•
•
•
o
o
•
•
•
•
•
•

Form 1: Bid Proposal
Form 2: Official letter of application for bidding
Form 3: Business license and other documents
Enterprise Registration Certificate, Business Operation License,
Index of solvency and indebtedness,
Form 4: Price proposal
Form 5: Documents on sales performance
Form 6: Certificate of tax compliance
Form 7: Undertaking of payment
Form 8: Anti-corruption declaration
ANNEX 1: Technical specifications and complementary instructions.

9. Contract information
KOICA Office in Lao PDR
• Address: 3rd Floor, Vientiane Plaza Hotel, Sailom Road, Hatsady-neua Village,
Chanthapouly Distirct, P.O.Box 10822, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR
• Telephone: (+856) 21-263-331
• E-mail: laos@koica.go.kr
• City: Vientiane Capital
• County: Lao PDR

3. Technical specifications of the goods would be presented in the Instructions 10. Other matters
To Bidders (ITB)
• KOICA office in Lao PDR will not be responsible of any cost or expense
4. Selection and announcement of the successful bidder
occurred by the companies interested in participation in the present Bid.
• Qualifying offers with the lowest price will be preferred.
• This purchase is part of Official Development Assistance (ODA) between
• The winning bidder will be the one who offers the lowest price (not less than
the Government of the Republic of Korea and the Government of Lao PDR.
84.245% of the budget allocated for the bidding) and obtains an evaluation
According to the agreement between both countries, there may be tax
score of 85 points or more.
exemption and refund. KOICA does not have any authority and responsibility
5. Qualifications of the bidders
for administrative affairs for handling tax exemption and refund of taxes.
Companies that wish to participate in the bidding must meet the following
The bidder should directly contact the Department of Rural Development,
minimum requirements.
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry for tax exemption and refund related
• Have submitted all the requested documents to KOICA office in Lao PDR
to the tax incurred. In all cases for tax purposes, the bidder is responsible
following the bidding schedule.
for the verification of the relevant procedures, preparation of documents.
• Not be prohibited from participating in the sale of goods in Lao PDR.
• Present the “Certificate of tax compliance issued by the government of Lao • If the provided information by the bidder (address, email, telephone, etc.)
PDR”.
is not correct, KOICA office in Lao PDR will not be responsible in case the
• The bidding company must present its financial information reference (index
bidder does not receive any information related to the bidding process.
of solvency and indebtedness) of the last 5 years.
• It is expected that interested companies verify all institutions, forms, terms,
• The bidding company cannot participate in the Bid jointly with another
and specifications prepared for the bidding process.
company (consortiums are not allowed).
• Failure to provide all required information in the bidding documents or at
the time of submitting the bid is entirely at the bidder’s risk and may result
6. Language to be used for the Bid.
in rejection of the bid.
• All documents must be in English. However, bidders may submit documents
in Lao language with attached English translation. If there is any discrepancy • The interested companies in this present process may find the detailed
in interpretation, the English version will overrule.
bidding information in the following websites:
7. Bidding timeline

KOICA Office in Lao PDR: https://www.koica.go.kr/sites/lao_en
			
https://www.facebook.com/koica.laos
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Bidding Announcement for the Parking Lot, Public Toilet Operation and Property
Management Service Projects in the Front Square of the Passenger Station of the
China-Laos Railway from Boten to Vientiane ( Second )
(Tender No.: MWTLZS2022-03)
1. Tender conditions
This bidding project is for the parking lot, public toilet operation and property
management service project of the station square in front of the passenger station
of the Boten to Vientiane section of the China-Laos Railway . The tenderer is LaosChina Railway Co., Ltd., and the bidding agency is China Railway Materials Co., Ltd.
This project is carried out by means of public bidding. According to the principles of
openness, fairness, impartiality and good faith, bidders who meet the requirements
are welcome to participate in this bidding. The bidders participating in this project are
kindly requested to read the bidding announcement and bidding documents carefully,
and do the corresponding preparations carefully.
2. Project overview and bidding scope
2.1 Project name: Parking lot, public toilet operation and property management
service project in front of the passenger station of the Boten to Vientiane section of the
China-Laos Railway .
Boten section of the China- Laos Railway starts from Boten, the border port between
China and Laos, and goes south through Nanta Province, Oudomxay Province, Luang
Prabang Province, and Vientiane Province in northern Laos to the capital of the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic. Vientiane City, the total length of the line is 422.4km.
Adopting Chinese railway technical standards, the Chinese company is responsible for
the project construction, and the railway project has been opened to traffic in December
2021. There are 10 passenger stations in Boten, Nadui, Namo, Muong Sai, Muang Ah,
Luang Prabang, Muang Kashi, Vang Vieng, Phong Hong and Vientiane.
2.3 Scope of Bidding: This bidding project is for the parking lot, public toilet
operation and property management service project in front of the passenger station of
the Boten to Vientiane section of the China-Laos Railway , with a total of 1 package.
Package number: TC01, package name: Station Square parking lot, public toilet
operation and property management services; the scope of operations and services are
as follows:
1. The right to operate the parking lot. There are two parking lots in the square in
front of the 10 passenger stations along the Boten to Vientiane section of the China-Laos
Railway, with a total of 20 parking lots . Among them, Vientiane Station has 116 small
parking spaces and 22 large parking spaces, Vang Vieng Station has 52 small parking
spaces and 15 large parking spaces, Luang Prabang Station has 101 small parking
spaces and 38 large parking spaces, and the remaining 7 stations are about 210 There
are about 554 parking spaces in total. The main sources of revenue of the parking lot
include parking fees, rental fees for advertising space at road gates, etc.
2. The right to operate public toilets. There is a permanent civil public toilet in the
square in front of the 10 passenger stations along the Boten to Vientiane section of the
China- Laos Railway . Among them, the Vientiane Station, Labang Station and Wanrong
Station are about 60 square meters, and the other 7 stations are about 40 square meters,
with a total of about 460 square meters. square meters. The revenue sources of public
toilets mainly include toilet fees, public toilet advertising space rental fees, etc.
3. Maintenance of facilities and equipment in the square in front of the station (civil
construction (including public toilets, gates, etc.), greening, water supply and drainage,
lighting, etc.): including facility and equipment care, maintenance or dredging, fixing
or reinforcement, maintenance, replacement, and the scope of the square Holiday
decoration, lighting layout (excluding materials and equipment) and dismantling
management, etc.
4. Cleaning service for the square in front of the station. The lessee shall, in accordance
with the requirements of the cleaning management standards, be responsible for cleaning,
garbage removal, green plant maintenance, watering and dust prevention, epidemic
elimination and other services within the square in front of the station, maintaining the
normal use of the parking lot and maintaining a good parking environment; The public
toilets are used normally and a good toileting environment is maintained; the rest and
landscape environment of the square in front of the station is maintained.
The number and area of parking lots and public toilets in the package are subject
to the actual delivery by the tenderee. For the content and requirements of property
management services, please refer to the tender documents.
2.4 Operation period: 36 months. In addition, a 30-day free preparation period is
given to Chinese businessmen, and the free preparation period is not included in the
rental period of 36 months.
2.5 Qualification review method: post-qualification review.
2.6 Bidding reserve price: Please refer to the bidding documents for details.
3. Qualification requirements for bidders
3.1 Bidders must be registered in accordance with the law, have the qualification of
an independent legal person, conform to the business scope of the bidding project (the
business scope includes parking management services and cleaning services), and be
a legal person organization that can independently assume civil liability.
3.2 The registered capital of the company shall not be less than RMB 500,000 or
USD 80,000 or Lao Kip 1 billion.
3.3 The valid duration of the bidder shall not be less than 3 years.
3.4 The bidder must have the operating performance of the parking lot of the airport
or railway station or expressway service area or bus hub or hotel, shopping mall or
hospital in the past 5 years, and provide performance proof materials, including the
notice or contract of Chinese businessmen.
3.5 The bidder or the bidder’s controlling shareholder, actual controller, and key
management personnel have no criminal records in the past three years, and the bidder
has not been ordered to suspend production or business in the past three years.
3.6 The bidder shall have a good business reputation, no disputes over property
leasing and related matters, no bidding violations and contract performance breaches,
and no business operation breaches, violations and other bad records.
3.7 Consortiums are not accepted for bidding.

4. Acquisition of bidding documents - Chinese enterprises (referring to
enterprises registered in China, the same below)
All enterprises that intend to participate in the bidding, please submit a copy of the
business license (official seal) and the purchaser’s ID card from 9:30 on June 20, 2022
to 17:30 on June 28, 2022 (Beijing time). Photocopy (official seal), sales registration
form of bidding documents (scanned copy of seal, editable electronic version, see
attachment for format), bank remittance voucher for the tender payment and screenshot
of online registration on the National Railway Tendering Platform (see the next note
for the acquisition method) Packing Send it to the mailbox mwtlwz@126.com, and the
tenderee will send the bidding documents (electronic version) according to the mailbox
registered in the sales registration form. This bidding document will not be sold on-site
or by mail order.
Note: Screenshot of the online registration of the National Railway Tendering
Platform: According to the requirements of the “Notice of the Ministry of Economic
Development and Development of the National Railway Group on the Trial Operation
of the National Railway Tendering Platform” ( Jingkaiyehan [2020] No. 26), all bidders
must be in the country Register and register on the railway bidding platform website.
During the document sale period, Chinese enterprises need to complete the registration
through the “National Railway bidding platform” (https://zs.95306.cn), register online
according to the corresponding package, and save a screenshot after the registration
is successful . Chinese enterprises that have not registered on the National Railway
Tendering Platform are not allowed to participate in the offline bidding review meeting.
Price of bidding documents: RMB 500 per package, non-refundable after sale.
Bidding documents fee collection method: wire transfer. Bidders should make
sure to remit the tender payment to the designated account before receiving the
bidding documents. The bidding number and package number must be indicated when
remittance. Cash, personal remittance and other forms of payment are not accepted.
Bidding remittance information:
Account name: China Railway Materials Co., Ltd.
Account Bank: Zheshang Bank Beijing Fangzhuang Sub-branch
Bank Account Number: 1000001110120100006226
5. Acquisition of bidding documents - Laos or other countries’ enterprises
(referring to enterprises registered in Laos or other countries, excluding Chinese
enterprises)
Enterprises from Laos or other countries (excluding Chinese enterprises) that intend
to participate in the bidding should bring a copy of their business license from 8:30 on
June 20, 2022 to 16:30 on June 28, 2022 (Laos time). Copy, copy of purchaser’s ID card,
sales registration form of bidding documents (the above information must be affixed
with the official seal of the unit), and the paper information should be paid on-site in the
lobby of the main building of Laos - China Railway Co., Ltd. After the registration is
successful, the tenderee will send the bidding documents (electronic version) according
to the mailbox registered in the sales registration form.
Bidding document price: RMB 500 or Laos 1.3 million kip per package, nonrefundable after sale.
Bidding documents fee collection method: cash.
Registration time: From June 20, 2022 to June 28, 2022, daily from 8:30 am to 11:00
pm, and from 14:00 pm to 16:30 pm (Vientiane, Laos time) Registration location: Laos
Main Building Lobby of Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd., Headquarters Base, Saiseta
Comprehensive Development Zone , Vientiane City
Sales Contact: Mr. Ye, Tel: 020-55530677 (Laos)
5. Submission of tender documents
5.1 The submission time of the bidding documents is: July 6, 2022 from 9:00 to 10:00
(Beijing time), and the deadline for submitting the bidding documents (the deadline for
bidding, the same below) is July 2022 At 10:00 on March 6, the place for the submission
of Chinese companies’ bidding documents is the second floor of China Earth Building,
No. 6 Beifengfeng, Haidian District, Beijing. The place where the bidding documents
of enterprises from Laos and other countries are submitted is the conference room of
Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd.
5.2 The tenderee will not accept the tender documents that are delivered overdue or
not delivered to the designated place or not sealed in accordance with the requirements
of the tender documents.
6. The medium of issuing the tender announcement
The bidding announcement was also published on Vientiane Times, National Railway
Tendering Platform (https://zs.95306.cn/), China Railway Electronic Tendering Platform
(https://www.bidding-crmsc.com.cn), China Railway Tendering Platform (https://
zs.95306.cn/), Published on the bidding public service platform (www.cebpubservice.
com/). Our company does not assume any responsibility for the tender announcement
and the contents of the tender announcement reprinted by other websites or media.
7. Contact information
Tenderee: Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd.
Address: Room 6022, 6th Floor, Laos-China Railway Co., Ltd., Headquarters Base,
Saiseta Comprehensive Development Zone , Vientiane, Laos
Contact: Cai Chao
Tel: +856-02052970434 (Laos)
Bidding agency: China Railway Materials Co., Ltd.
Address: 7th Floor, Building C, Guohai Plaza, No. 17 Fuxing Road, Haidian District,
Beijing
Contact: Li Haigao, Gao Wenting
Tel: +86-18810423774 ( same number on WeChat), +856-02059950873 (Laos),
+86-01051898557
Email : mwtlwz@126.com
Date: June 20, 2022
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Vientiane Logistics Park on track to make Laos
‘a regional logistics centre’, developer tells lawmakers

Prof. Dr Chaleun
Yiapaoher expresses
support for the project.

Advertorial Desk

The Vientiane Logistics
Park (VLP) has increasingly
recorded busy services,
putting Laos on track
to become an important
regional logistics centre,
thanks to its cost-effective
services, the developer told
members of the National
Assembly.
Assembly members
and senior government
officials on Saturday visited
the landmark project in
Hadxaifong district to

the Thanaleng Dry Port
(TDP), which is part of the
logistics park, has serviced
the shipment of more than
10,000 containers between
neighbouring Thailand and
China via Laos, which has
generated huge revenue for
the state budget.
“This is a new
phenomenon. The dry port
has elevated the profile
of Lao logistics globally,”
the Chairman of Vientiane
Logistics Park Co., Ltd., Mr
Chanthone Sitthixay, told
the guests, who were headed
by the Vice President of
the NA, Prof. Dr Chaleun
Yiapaoher.
The logistics park is
part of the packaged Lao
Logistics Link (LLL)
project, which was initiated
to bolster the country’s
vision to transform Laos
from a landlocked into a
land-link country.
The ambassadors of
more than 40 countries have
visited the US$727 million
project and been briefed on
how the project can benefit
the regional and global
business communities,

Mr Chanthone Sitthixay (right) presents a gift to Prof. Dr Chaleun Yiapaoher.

markets in just over 10 days –
much shorter than 45 days by
sea. Thus, Laos is projected
to become an important new
link in the supply chain, the
developer said.
In addition, freight
shipment from Thailand’s

Mr Chanthone Sitthixay guides Prof. Dr Chaleun Yiapaoher on a tour of the project site.

observe firsthand how
the country’s first-ever
integrated VLP is delivering
world-class logistics and
transport services.
Inaugurating its services
in December last year,

including those in their
respective countries.
Goods transport via the
dry port through the LaosChina Railway and onwards
through interconnected rail
networks could reach European

largest region of Isan
through Vung Ang Port in
Vietnam’s central Ha Tinh
province to major markets
such as southern China,
the Republic of Korea and
Japan would also enjoy cost-

effective transport.
The Vung Ang Port is
also part of the LLL project,
in which the PetroTrade
company, of which Mr
Chanthone is Chairman of
the Board of Directors, has
been given the green light
to partner with the Lao and
Vietnamese governments to
develop.
The LLL also includes
a planned logistics park in
central Khammuan province
and a planned railway to
connect the Vung Ang Port
to the Lao capital, Vientiane.
Mr Chanthone said the
vital logistics and transport
infrastructure project will
generate significant direct
revenue for the state through
various fees and indirect
revenue through investment
attraction.
Improved infrastructure
coupled with the trade
privileges given to Laos
by major countries will
make Laos an attractive
investment destination.
“It will also create a
sustainable revenue source
(for the country),” he told
the guests.

Being developed on
382 hectares near the first
Laos-Thailand Friendship
Bridge and the LaosThailand Railway station,
the Vientiane Logistics
Park offers investment
opportunities in its various
zones.
These zones include
Thanaleng Dry Port - the
centre of international
import and export trade with
all categories of customs
operations; a Tank Farm a fuel distribution centre
for Laos; the Logistics
Park - a warehousing and
distribution centre; a Free
Trade Zone; and an Export
Processing Zone.
The Free Trade Zone
is set to feature and sell
brand name products to be
imported from around the
world for shoppers in Laos,
while the Export Processing
Zone will offer opportunities
for manufacturers to enjoy
Laos’ trade privileges, Mr
Chanthone said.
He told National
Assembly members that his
project has sourced financing
from international finance

Lawmakers, senior government officials and project executives gather for a group photo.

institutions including the
World Bank to fund its
development.
During the visit, the
Managing Director of
the Thanaleng Dry Port,
Sakhone Philangam,
explained how the dry
port, which functions as
an international border
checkpoint for freight,
operates and is able to offer
cost-effective services.
Dr Chaleun praised the Lao
developer for efforts to bring
the project to fruition, which
he said would be a significant
boost to the fulfilment of Laos’
lank-link vision.
“I am glad to see how
Laos’ connectivity is sharped.
We have potential,” he said.
Dr Chaleun complimented
the developer on being
able to source funding
from international finance
institutions without the
government having to provide
a guarantee.
He pledged support
from National Assembly
members in working with
the developer to ensure the
project’s operations were
compliant with the laws.
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Railway and logistics challenges in Laos

15

Saysongkham Manodham

T

he newly opened LaosChina railway has been
able to reduce the cost
of transport of both
passengers and freight from
Vientiane, the capital of Laos, to
the northern provinces and nearby
countries.
It has also been able to
surmount the barriers posed by
previous logistics constraints,
but without reforms to improve
logistics systems, there could be
challenges ahead.
On December 2, 2021, Laos
and China jointly inaugurated
the Boten-Vientiane electrified
high-speed railway that runs
between the Lao capital and the
Boten Laos-China border. Travel
to the Chinese border now takes
less than four hours compared
to the 15 hours by car, and costs
407,000 kip for a standard class
seat. From Boten, the railway
heads north some 595km before
ending in Kunming, the capital of
China’s Yunnan province, while
the southern section of the line
will connect the Thai province
of Nong Khai to Bangkok and
could significantly transform
this landlocked mountainous
country and attract greater
foreign investment and tourists.
Logistics costs from Vientiane
to Kunming are expected to drop
by 40 to 50 percent according to
one expert.
Through improved
connectivity, Laos can bolster
trade between the provinces,
Asean member countries, and
with China. An initial 300,000
containers from Laos will be
transported via the railway to
Europe from China annually.
This is expected to increase
to between 1.2 and 1.8 million
containers per year.
The majority of China-Asean
trade (worth more than US$600
billion in 2020) relies mainly
on maritime routes, with LaosChina trade representing less than
2 percent of total China-Asean
trade. As such, according to a
World Bank report, transit trade
through Laos could reach 3.9
million tons by 2030 from 1.6
million tons in 2016 and shift
an estimated 1.5 million tons of
maritime transport to the railway.
The government has started
the development of Laos’ firstever integrated logistics facility
as it prepares for the shift from
sea trade to road and rail. The
same World Bank report states
that only 2 million tons of freight
were transported via Laos from
a total of 40 million worth of
trade between China, Thailand,
Malaysia and Singapore in 2016.
The new facility will include
expansion of the Thanaleng
Dry Port and expansion of the

greenfield Vientiane Logistics
Park, to be completed by 2030.
In addition, the government
will build export processing zones
around stations and targeted
investments in agriculture and
tourism could be new export
opportunities for the country.
Prior to the pandemic, Laos was
attracting between 800,000 to one
million Chinese tourists annually
and this figure could rise by up
to 50 percent once international
travel resumes.
From the time of opening
up until April 2022, the LaosChina Railway Company carried
308,451 domestic passengers
and 470,173 tons of goods. In
April, the company served 82,214
domestic people and 145,012 tons
of freight, which increased by an
average of 566 people per day
and 787 tons per day (Laos-China
Railway Company Report, April
2022).
The Ministry of Public Works
and Transport has a strategic
plan to extend the railway from
Vientiane to Champassak province
in southern Laos and also to the
Vung-ang seaport in Ha Tinh
province, Vietnam. The strategic
plan is called the “Laos Logistics
Link”.
In April 2022, a Memorandum
of Understanding on the US$5
billion railway from Vientiane to
the Vung-ang seaport was signed
between the government of the
Lao PDR and an investor, with
construction to begin in late 2022.
This progress in upgrading
railway infrastructure and logistics
in Laos by the government of the
Lao PDR and its counterparts
paves the way for greater
Asean connectivity and could
significantly reduce transport costs

while removing existing transport
obstacles.
An IDE-JETRO study carried
out in 2017 indicated that transport
costs along key corridors in the
Lao PDR were between 1.4 and
2.2 times higher than those for
corridors in Thailand, depending
on whether a backload cargo was
secured. Transport prices paid
by users of transport services,
however, were shown to be on
average much higher than the
average cost per ton-km borne by
operators.
While prices for full container
loads were around 11 cents per
ton-km, they were 37 cents per
ton-km for partial loads. These
prices are much higher than in
Thailand, where they are estimated
at between 5.3 and 10 cents per
ton-km for full loads and 8 and
16 cents per ton-km for partial
container loads.
According to Mr John Arnold
and his 2003 World Bank report
“Logistics development and trade
facilitation in the Lao PDR”,
logistics services in the Lao
PDR are greatly constrained by a
number of factors that drive up the
cost of transport, such as:
a. Small and seasonal traffic
flows which limits the quality
of road, water and air transport
services;
b. L a c k o f r e l i a b l e
transport: physical conditions and
administrative procedures increase
delivery times and increase delays
in both domestic and international
movements;
c. P h y s i cal co n s t rai n t s
on containerisation: there are
few roads designed for carrying
container trucks in the Lao PDR;
d. Poor access links to ports
in neighbouring countries: access

roads to ports in Vietnam are
difficult, the roads in Thailand are
much better but are congested;
e. Lack of modern handling
methods: the lack of facilities for
handling containers and pallets
hinders the development of
effective links between modes;
f. A b s e n c e o f c a r g o
information systems and no cargo
tracking systems available; and
g. Lack of a legal framework
for logistics services.
The Laos-China high speed
electrified train definitely shines as
a modern form of transport and is
a wonderful new travel option for
people in Laos.
T h e r a i l w a y o ff e r s c o s t
savings and efficiency in terms
of load capacity and capability
in transportation and as such can
significantly reduce transport
costs, providing a competitive edge
over the country’s neighbours.
It solves previous logistics
problems such as limited road
infrastructure and poor quality
trucks which were highlighted
above by experts. Although some
of the logistics constraints faced
in the past have been lifted due to
this new mode of transport, Laos
is still facing logistics challenges,
which the government is currently
putting a great deal of effort into
resolving, as follows:
1. Not all kinds of export
goods can be transported by train
at present, especially agricultural
produce, due to the absence of a
quarantine centre;
2. T h e r e i s n o c a r g o
information system and no cargo
tracking systems are available.
This could bump up costs for
customers because they have to
leave their containers in dry ports
or container yards;

3. Dangerous and perishable
goods cannot yet be transported;
4. T h e c o s t o f g o o d s
packaging and loading is high;
5. U n c l e a r i n t e g r a t e d
multimodal transport services
would be provided by any operator.
Laos’ logistics system is not
amateur. One of the challenges
for transport in the Lao PDR,
which is acknowledged by the
government, is that at present
there is only developing
transport infrastructure but
no logistics system: logistics
parks, distribution centres etc.,
including logistics providers,
which are very significance for
TRANSIT services, as stated in
a report issued by the Ministry of
Public Works and Transport on
July 24, 2014. Railway transport
infrastructure development is an
example of this.
Logistics costs attributable
to the land-locked status of the
Lao PDR are increased due to
inefficient logistics as described
above. This creates a significant
competitive disadvantage for
exporters and importers and limits
most of their activities to trade
with neighbouring countries.
Therefore the government of the
Lao PDR is doing its utmost to
resolve these outstanding and new
challenges in logistics.
Failure to solve these obstacles
to the success of the US$5.9
billion Laos-China railway in
transforming Laos “From LandLocked to Land-Linked and
Maximising the Development
Impact of Laos-China Rail
Connectivity” would create a
long and difficult road to progress.
Mr Saysongkham Manodham
works at the Ministry of Public
Works and Transport.
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What’s your opinion of the
problems facing farmers?
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Farmers are struggling with numerous problems, the most urgent being that some are unable to plough
their fields or water their crops because they can’t get fuel. The high cost of fertiliser is another serious
issue which, combined with a lack of manual labour, has led some farmers to abandon their fields this
year. Vientiane Times asked a few farmers for their thoughts on the difficulties they face.

Lamphone Pasanthong

Mr Chanthavone, a
farmer in Hadxaifong
district, Vientiane: Most
farmers in Vientiane have
given up growing rice
because other crops are

easier. It’s quite difficult to
hire workers to help with
farming because young
people want to do other
kinds of work. No have
one wants to do farming
because it’s hard work
and dirty, so if they have

another option they will
take it. And of course,
farm labourers don’t
get paid much. A lot of
villages around here have
a large number of older
people and children, and
they can’t work in the
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fields. The best way is to
mechanise farming, but
that requires fuel, which is
a huge problem right now.
I really don’t see a solution
to this problem other than
giving up farming.
Mr Nou, a farmer in
Vientiane province:
Yes, crop cultivation is
problematic this year
because of the fuel crisis
and the high cost of
fertiliser, both of which
are having a serious
impact on farmers. Many
people in my village have
abandoned their fields this

year because they can’t
cope with the high costs.
They say that everything
costs more nowadays, and
the weather is always a
problem too because it’s
unpredictable. We hardly
make a profit when we
harvest our crops. It would
be good if the government
could take action to resolve
the problems we face as
soon as possible, so that
the situation stabilises and
farmers can make a decent
living.
Ms Chansouk Phasouk,
a resident of Xaythany
district, Vientiane: As
we all know, farming is

very difficult right now
because there are so many
problems. Farmers tend
to be poorly informed
about efficient methods of
cultivation and harvesting,
and they can’t afford to
buy modern equipment
or apply new technology.
It’s possible that, because

fertiliser is so expensive
now, more people will
switch to organic farming.
The government should
give farmers more
information and encourage
them to move to organic
methods of cultivation.
Mr Ae Xaiyadeth, a
farmer in Luang Prabang
province: It’s true that
today we are facing many
problems. The fuel crisis
could result in a lack of
rice and other crops for
people to eat and farmers
to sell. Young people

today aren’t interested in
farming, so there aren’t
enough workers to tend
to crops and harvest
them. And not many
people can afford to apply
modern farming methods,
especially as many farmers
are poor. In addition,
changing weather patterns
make farming difficult,
and there are always
crop diseases and insect
infestations to deal with.
The authorities should
provide more support
farmers, because food
security is important. The
government also needs to
involve the private sector
and work in partnership
to train farmers in good

agricultural practices. If
this can be done, more
crops will be grown so that
less produce needs to be
imported, and Laos will
achieve food security.

Vientiane Times

Monday June 20, 2022 Opinion

Post-pandemic Bottlenecks
facing Emerging markets

MALAYSIA (The Star/
ANN) After the pandemic
and Ukraine conflic, what
next for emerging markets
like Malaysia?
What policies would help
emerging market economies
(EMEs) cope with postpandemic resilience and
strategic positioning to
deal with environment,
social, governance (ESG)
and coming geopolitical
tensions?
The pandemic exposed
all the social injustices
arising from the poor and
under-privileged having
lack of access to vaccines,
online facilities, finance and
safe jobs/income.
The Ukraine conflic
disrupted global food and
energy supplies as Russia
and Ukraine account for
roughly 10 percent of global
supply of oil and gas, 6
percent of world wheat
and fertilisers and also
strategic inputs for selected
industries.
Crises seem to be
looming from all directions.
The Fed has raised interest
rates by 75 basis points to try
and control inflation before
it becomes entrenched.
As Europe struggles to
recover from the Ukraine
conflic, supply constraints
plus inflation suggest that
the world may be slipping
into stagflation – slow
growth and stubbornly high
inflation.
The perfect storm of
the pandemic, Ukraine
conflic and climate warming
exposed all the structural

Andrew Sheng.

defects in national and global
economic policies which
were not corrected when the
2008 global financial crisis
(GFC) broke out.
Rich countries used loose
monetary and fiscal policies
to avoid the political pain
of fundamental structural
adjustments in labour,
technology and social areas.
Monetary printing
through quantitative easing
was painless, as there no
inflation was in sight.
Fiscal policies did not raise
taxes, but increased welfare
payments in order to keep
the masses happy. As former
European Commissioner
Jean-Claude Juncker said
honestly for a politician,
“We all know what to do,
we just don’t know how to
get re-elected after we’ve
done it.“
Politics is itself a
structural bottleneck to
getting things done for
people and planet.
Malaysia has come out
of the recent pandemic and

Ukraine conflic with record
high palm oil prices, peak oil
prices and her tech industry
running at full capacity. But
like other EMEs, several
long-term structural issues
have to be confronted.
The Twelfth Malaysia
Plan 2021-2025, published
last year by Malaysia’s
economic planners
identified eight issues: (1)
low productivity among
micro, small and medium
enterprises; (2) low quality
of investment; (3) slow
structural economic
transition; (4) widening
development gap between
states (5) low share of
compensation of employees;
(6) limited gains from global
value chain; (7) disruption
of the medium-term fiscal
consolidation; and (8)
adverse impact of economic
growth on environment.
Low growth and
productivity have been
plaguing the Malaysian
economy since the 1990s.
In 1995, real GDP growth
rate was spectacular at 10
percent, but the 1998 Asian
financial crisis cut growth to
-7.4 percent.
By 2000, growth
rebounded to a lower range
of 6-7 percent, and after the
2008 GFC, growth slowed
to around 5 percent, only
to have the 2020 pandemic
hit growth to negative 5.6
percent.
In the Eleventh Plan
period 2016-2020, growth
averaged only 2.7 percent,
as against the Plan target of
4.5-5.5 percent range.

Growth was painfully
l o w, b e c a u s e l a b o u r
productivity averaged
1.1 percent in the last 5
years. This stemmed from
a combination of low
investment levels by the
private sector, large imports
of cheap foreign labour and
failure of training and reskilling policies rather than
education per se.
As the world’s 25th
ranked trading nation and
manufacturing accounting
for half of exports, Malaysia
is well plugged into global
supply chains. According
t o t h e I M D Wo r l d
Competitiveness Report,
Malaysia has slipped from
22nd place in 2018 to 32
by 2022.
Malaysia has a high
reliance on foreign labour,
estimated at around 15
percent of the labour
force, mostly unskilled.
In terms of education,
Malaysia spent 7.5 percent
of GDP on education
between 2001-3, but this
has fallen to 4.2 percent
by 2019. Since Malaysia
has exported considerable
amount of professionals
and skilled staff to Hong
Kong, Singapore and
further abroad, the country
is in a curious position of
exporting high value skills
and importing cheap labour,
which in turn suppresses
domestic wages.
Thus, it is not surprising
that the top five economic
issues identified above by
the country’s planners are
to do lack of confidence of

the private sector to upgrade
to high productivity, highwage innovative and
technological investments.
Instead of upgrading
productivity through
mechanisation, palm oil
companies simply moved
to invest in Indonesia using
their ample land and cheap
labour.
The oil and gas industry
has been hurt by low
prices. Investment in the
manufacturing sector has
only recently increased,
with the signature US$7
billion investment by Intel
in expanded semiconductor
facilities in Penang.
Tw o f a c t o r s s t a n d
out in terms of structural
adjustments. First, private
sector confidence is a prerequisite for future inclusive
development as a shared
partnership over the longterm.
This is a political issue
arising from the country’s
long-standing debate
over whether her New
Economic Policy focused
o n a ff i r m a t i v e a c t i o n
needed to be adjusted. The
second is a people-oriented
development policy, aimed
at diversity in terms of
skills and comparative
advantages.
The first indicator is the
decline in average private
investment in current prices
between 2016-2020 of 7.5
percent.
The second is the fact
that the Eastern states of
Sarawak and Sabah, the
most richly endowed
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with low population, but
highest ethnic diversity,
had real GDP growth rates
of 0.9 percent and 1 percent
respectively, compared
with the national average
of 2.7 percent. Regional
disparities have widened,
since these two states
joined Malaysia when
they enjoyed much higher
relative standards of living.
In the days when delivery
of physical infrastructure
were expensive, such
disparities are somewhat
understandable.
But with increasing
digitisation and microenergy sources wind, water,
solar, it is surprising that
there is not a concerted effort
to develop “smart villages”
in the rural areas, where
villages could be digitally
connected to get education,
re-training skills, health
advice and new income
opportunities.
To tackle the complex
challenges in the postpandemic age, investment
in people who are more
flexible and resilient in
meeting high volatility
and adaptable to climate
change must be the way
to go.
Which bring us to politics
as the bottleneck to change.
Until there is a wide and
inclusive conversation on
the future of the country,
it will be difficult to unify
the politics and agree on
an inclusive agenda for
change. That is the real
challenge in the postpandemic era.
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Entertainment

Fashion designer turns
‘ao dai’ into silk artworks

Ladies modelling hats on the Royal Ascot Ladies’ Day stage.

British Business Group organises
‘Royal Ascot Ladies Day’
Sisouphan Amphonephong

The “Royal Ascot Ladies’
Day”, a special cultural
and sporting event, was
an occasion for all guests
to dress elegantly and an
opportunity to wear a chic
hat, especially for the ladies
and for some men.
The event was organised
by the British Business
Group Lao at the Lao Land
Rover showroom on June
16. It was supported by
Lao Land Rover, whose
managing director, Mr
Wayne McIntosh, launched
the hat fashion show and
contest with the entrance
of a Land Rover Defender
carrying the lady who
modelled the first hat.
The hat contest was
judged by the ladies in the
public and created great
excitement. One first prize,
one second prize and three
third prizes were won in the
heated competition.
The Royal Ascot Ladies’
Day horse races were

First prize winner of the hat contest.

projected live onto a giant
video screen. Everyone had
a lot of fun and the general
opinion in the audience was
that the event should be
repeated, especially since
Ascot style hats had made
an impressive entrance into
Laos. The organisers thanked
the host, Lao Land Rover,

and Ban Keo Hats, Love
Life, Crown Plaza, Souphattra
Service Apartments, Métisse
Restaurant and Artisan
Cocktail Bar for supporting
the event.
Ms Soudavanh Boupha
got the first prize winner of
hat contest. She said It was A
very special event to celebrate

a great British tradition –
Ladies’ Day at the Royal
Ascot Races, where elegance
is crowned by beautiful and
inventive hats. As well as
There will be a hat fashion
show and contest with prizes,
and live video feed from the
Royal Ascot races projected
onto a giant screen.

VIETNAM (Vietnam News/
ANN) – Arriving in HCM City
last May to attend Vietnam
international Fashion Week,
Karolína Kokesova, Miss
Global International 2019,
made a strong impression
when she appeared in an ao
dai (traditional Vietnamese
long dress) that had been
manually coloured and
decorated with floral patterns.
Before coming to Vietnam,
Kokesova expressed her
admiration for traditional
Vietnamese dress, particularly
those within the ao dai
collection of fashion designer
and silk painting artisan Dinh
Quang Trung.
The ao dai that Miss
Global International 2019
put on that day was tailored
for her by Trung himself as a
response to her affection.
Miss Vietnam Doan
Hong Trang at Miss Global
2022 recently held in Bali,
Indonesia also chose Trung’s
designs for her outfits at the
beauty pageant. Trang said
she wished to contribute to
promoting the image of the
country, people and traditional
culture of Vietnam after the
pandemic. By wearing the
ao dai made from the smooth
silk material and painted
by the talented artist, she
hoped to realise that wish by
showcasing a rich Vietnamese
soul and charming beauty.
Besides Trang, many other
beauties of the Vietnamese
entertainment industry have
chosen Trung’s designs to
showcase a gentle Vietnamese
image. Trung has pursued
painting silk on ao dai for
the past 20 years. This art
is a unique and complex
craft. Adopting a highly

meticulous, delicate and
elaborate technique, the
painter manually dyes plain
white silk fabric with various
colours to turn it into a canvas.
“When I was young,
I aspired to be an artist, a
professional ao dai designer
who would introduce
Vietnamese beauty far and
wide when I grew up,” the
39-year-old said.
Trung was introduced to
the traditional craft of silk
painting while he was studying
fashion. Realising it was at
risk of disappearance, he
decided to study its technique
to revive and save the craft
from falling into oblivion.
He believes that though many
elaborate items of the past can
be easily replaced with cheap
ones, the cultural essence of
human hands and brains is
irreplaceable.
“The more modern life
becomes, the more people
will appreciate artworks made
by hands,” he said.
Already holding a passion
for ao dai, Trung noticed
the similarities between the
material for painting on silk
and the traditional Vietnamese
dress, which are both soft
and gentle, so decided to
try adopting the craft of silk
painting on ao dai.
“Through years of trial and
error, I finally discovered the
technique of spreading colours
on silk and creating a painting
on ao dai as a canvas,” he said.
In the collections recently
introduced to the public, the
designer has demonstrated his
loyalty to the traditional shape
of the dresses and decorated
them with realistic patterns
like flowers, nature or poetic
landscapes.

Sunshine School Laos celebrates
International Day of Yoga

Sisouphan Amphonephong and a Kaoshikii yogic enthusiastically for a few f o r k n o w l e d g e w h i l e

T

he Sunshine
School Laos
(Souliya School)
organised an
early celebration last week
of the International Yoga
Day, which is observed on
June 21.
Students from Primary
1 to Middle School 4
classes took part in the
celebration, which was
h e l d i n t h e s c h o o l ’s
playground.
All the students and
teachers joined a mass
yoga workout. It included
a rhythmic yoga sequence

dance.
Kaoshikii is a special
yoga dance that, if practiced
daily, is believed to prevent 22
illnesses in the human body
and keep the body young even
up to the age of 80.
The new school director
gave a simple explanation of
the significance of the day
and the benefits of doing
yoga. On June 16, students
from the kindergarten
gathered to perform yoga
and to meditate.
This was the first time
the school held such an
event. The students and
teachers, who prepared

weeks for this special day,
enjoyed the celebration.
The Sunshine School
Laos is the only vegetarian
s c h o o l i n Vi e n t i a n e .
It teaches yoga and
meditation to students
as part of the syllabus,
starting from kindergarten
level. These practices
help students to develop
concentration and have
a peaceful heart. They
also help to maintain good
health and flexibility.
Since it was founded
25 years ago, the Sunshine
School’s aim has been to
awaken each child’s thirst

developing their whole
personality. The school
places strong emphasis on
learning English and Chinese
as languages of international
communication.
“Sunshine School helped
me to be brave and be able
to step out of my comfort
zone through activities
such as singing, dancing
and acting. Educational
trips abroad helped us to
explore and get us ready
for the outside world and
to be a better version of
ourselves,” said AnGie
Sannakhet, who graduated
from the school in 2018. Children enjoy performing yoga during a class.
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Classified
House for Rent
ໂຮງພິມ ມັນທາຕຸລາດ

Manthaturath Printing Press
B. Nongbouathong,
Sikhottabong district,
Vientiane Lao PDR
Tel: 217 243,
Moblie: 020 55516138

In Center of Vientiane
Capital, Xiengngeun
Village, Chanthabouly
District, Vientiane
Nearly Taladsao Shopping
Mall and Centre of many
Bank, 4 Bad rooms, 3 Bath
rooms and one Kitchen
More information call
(+ 85620) 5560 8444 (Lao)
(+85620) 5471 7977 (Eng)

What’s on
China junior cultural
ambassadors event
The China
Soong
Ching Ling
Foundation,
with the
support of
the Bureau
of International Exchange and Cooperation,
Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the People’s
Republic of China, and working together with
China Cultural Centers Overseas, invites young
people aged 13-16 to participate in this event to
strengthen communication and understanding
and write a new chapter of friendship among
young people around the world.
When: Deadline for submission is July 31.
Where: Applicants should fill in the registration
information online and submit videos as
required at https://vote6.gmw.cn/photo-list.
html?collection_id=489
For further information E-mail: hdzj@sclc2017.
org or Tel. (+86) 010-53935571, (+86)
13511080846

Coffee competition
Le Grandpère Café will hold a pour over coffee
competition, when everyone is invited to learn
more about coffee and discuss issues related
to the popular beverage in order to develop
the coffee community. The competitors will
come from different coffee shops in Laos and
neighbouring countries. There will be local and
international judges and important guests from
among the coffee community.
When: July 1-3
Where: Vientiane Center.

Running competition
The Golden Triangle Special
Economic Zone will hold a
running competition to mark
International Day against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking
on June 26, with the aim of
raising awareness among
young people of the dangers
of drugs. Everyone is invited
to enter the competition. The winner will receive
105 million kip or 50,000 Chinese yuan, and a
trophy.
When: Registration is open until June 25, with
the race to take place on June 26 from 4-7pm.
Where: Register by scanning the QR code on
the picture or going to the administration office.
For more information visit www.facebook.com/
Golden.Triangle.Special.Economic.Zone

Painting competition

UNICEF and the Lao Youth Union invite
children and young people to enter this painting
competition titled: “The enriching and drawing
dream of a green and safe world after the
Covid pandemic for Lao children”. The winner
will receive a certificate from UNICEF, school
supplies, and the chance to display your drawing.
When: Registration open until July 24.
Where: Register at https://uni.cf/3NIhugt

Seminar on Japanese studies

The Department of
Integrated Global Studies,
Hiroshima University, will
hold online events on June
25 and July 23 (Japanese),
and on June 18 and July
15 (English). If you are
Lao home and living fair
interested in studying in
The Lao Furniture Association invites everyone
Japan, please attend this seminar.
to this event feature furniture made from wood,
When: June 25 and July 23 (Japanese),
rattan and bamboo. During event you will feature and on June 18 and July 15 (English).
household utensils, home and living products,
Where: Register by scanning the QR
materials used to make furniture, and items made code in the picture or for more information
under the One District, One Product scheme
email: igs-info@hiroshima-u.ac.jp, www.
including fun activities.
hiroshima-u.ac.jp/en/igs/
When: July 9-17
Dance workshop audition
Where: Lao-ITECC exhibition hall
The Fanglao Dance Company invites young

people to apply to this workshop
to seek artists and dancers to
The Embassy of India in partnership with the Lao participate in new projects. The
winner will have the chance to
government is observing the 8th International
perform with the company.
Day of Yoga and invites everyone to take part.
When: Registration until July 15.
When: Saturday 25 June from 5pm.
Where: Apply at https://forms.gle/
Where: Thatluang grounds, Vientiane. Please
register by e-mail at: emb.vientianne@mea.gov. FCTxoENiFcgscsQj9
Call: 020 52262111
in, or call: 021-352301/302/303.

International Day of Yoga

SMS news service on mobile phone
by Vientiane Times
How to get daily news from our service:
 For Lao Telecom (LTC) users:
 Type R in SMS, send to 1135 to register.
 For Enterprise Telecom Lao (ETL) users:
 Type ON in SMS, send to 2246 to re gister.
 Service fees are 500 kip/day.
 Charged from your mobile account day to day.
We provide 6 news clips per day including exchange
rates and world news. 6 days a week; Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday.
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SPORT

Azteca Stadium, Los Angeles
among 2026 World Cup venues

Li Yingying (first left) of China spikes during the FIVB Volleyball Nations League Women’s
Pool 4 match between China and the United States in Quezon City, the Philippines on
Saturday. 						
--Photo Xinhua

US beats China in women’s
Volleyball Nations League
MANILA, (Xinhua) -The United States national
women’s volleyball team
beat China 25-21, 25-23,
25-21 in Pool 4 of the
2022 FIVB Volleyball
Nations League (VNL) on

Saturday in Quezon City,
the Philippines.
The US now has six wins
and one defeat, leapfrogging
China to sit second in the 16team table in the preliminary
phase. China, with five wins

and two losses, is pushed
down to third place.
Outside hitter Kathryn
Plummer had a game-high
20 points for the United
States. Li Yingying led
China with 13 points.

(China Daily) -- NEW
YORK - Mexico City’s
iconic Azteca Stadium and
the Los Angeles Rams’
multi-billion-dollar SoFi
Stadium were among 16
venues named on Thursday
to stage games at the 2026
World Cup being held in
the United States, Canada
and Mexico.
At a televised
announcement in New
York, officials confirmed
11 U S c i t i e s a s h o s t
venues, along with three
venues in Mexico and two
in Canada for what will
be the first ever World
Cup shared between three
nations and the first to
feature 48 teams.
The United States
venues are all stadiums
used by NFL teams, and
include the New York
Giants’ MetLife Stadium
and the Los Angeles
Rams’ US$5 billion SoFi
Stadium, which hosted
this year’s Super Bowl.
Both venues are seen as
contenders to host the
2026 final.
The 2026 tournament
marks the first time three
co u n t ri es h av e h o s t e d
a World Cup, with the
majority of the games
taking place in the United

States. Sixty games will
take place in the US, with
Mexico and Canada both
staging 10 games each.
Mexico will be hosting
the finals for a third time
after serving as solo hosts
in 1970 and 1986.
Mexico City’s Azteca
Stadium, named on
Thursday as one of the
venues, will be the first
stadium to feature in three
separate World Cups.
Other Mexican venues
i n c l u d e G u a d a l a j a r a ’s
Estadio Akron and
M o n t e r r e y ’s E s t a d i o
BBVA. Canada’s venue
cities include Vancouver’s
BC Place and Toronto’s
BMO Field.
Super Bowl pedigree
The list of US venues
stretch from coast to coast,
featuring several cities that
hosted games in the 1994
World Cup finals. However
no actual stadium venues
from the 1994 tournament
will repeat in 2026.
Other venues include
the Dallas Cowboys
giant AT&T Stadium in
Arlington and the Miami
Dolphins’ Hard Rock
Stadium, among seven
of the 11 venues named
Thursday that have hosted
the Super Bowl.

The Kansas City Chiefs’
Arrowhead Stadium - the
loudest stadium in the
world according to the
Guinness Book of World
Records - also made the
cut.
NFL venues in Seattle,
San Francisco, Atlanta,
Houston, Boston and
Philadelphia were also on
the list.
Many of the US venues
named on Thursday
featured in the 2016 Copa
America Centenario held
in the United States.
The MetLife Stadium in
New Jersey staged the
final of that tournament
before a crowd of 82,026
supporters.
However the venue for
the 1994 World Cup final
-- the iconic Pasadena
Rose Bowl in suburban
Los Angeles - was not
included.
The identity of the
cities that will host the
opening game and 2026
final were not disclosed on
Thursday. FIFA President
Gianni Infantino said
in an interview on Fox
Television following the
venue announcement that
decisions on the opening
game and final would be
taken at a later date.

