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Phetphoxay Sengpaseuth
 
P r e s i d e n t  T h o n g l o u n 
Sisoulith, who is also Party 
Secretary General, and his 
delegation on Wednesday 
visi ted the Friendship 
Agriculture Co., Ltd. and 
Green Fest Lao Co., Ltd. in 
Xaythany district, Vientiane, 
where he was welcomed by 
the Mayor of Vientiane, 
M r  A t s a p h a n g t h o n g 
Siphandone.

The president made 
helpful suggestions to the 
management of the two 
companies, advising them 
about improved production 
techniques and the need 
to use good quality raw 
materials, as well as paying 
less for imported items.

He also stressed the need 
for the companies to export 
more of their products, 
saying this would broaden 
their market and bolster 
productivity.

Products made for export 
must be able to compete in 
terms of quality, he said, 
while marketing, services 
a n d  p r i c i n g  m u s t  b e 
carried out appropriately. 
The overarching aim of 
increased productivity is to 
reduce the need for imports, 
the president said.

He advised the companies’ 
management to increase 
output in order to meet the 
high demand for animal feed 
in Laos, and to produce more 
for export in order to earn 
more foreign currency.

T h i s  w o u l d  b e  a 
significant contribution to 
solving the government’s 
financial difficulties, as 
well as strengthening the 
economy going forward.

President Thongloun 

(The Phnom Penh Post/
ANN) -- A delegation of 
the Cambodia Logistics 
Association (CLA) is in Laos 
from June 21-23 to explore 
the particulars of setting up 
an effective railway line 
connecting the Kingdom to 
its northern neighbour that 
could best save transport time 
and costs.

The team was joined 
by representatives of the 
Vietnamese and Lao logistics 
sectors on a trip to three 
primary destinations, along 
with meetings to discuss the 
Southern Corridor of the 
Trans-Asian Railway (TAR) 
project and other similar 
initiatives to link China with 

heard a report  on the 
operat ions of  the two 
companies and learnt that 
Green Fit Lao Co., Ltd. has 
the capacity to produce 3 
million tons of animal feed 
a year, or 20 tons per hour.

The company makes 
feed for chickens, ducks, 
fish, cattle, quail and frogs. 

In the first phase of 
production in 2020, the 
company produced 40,000 
tons; in 2021 the amount fell 

Mekong countries.
The three main stops 

comprised: a short ride on 
the Laos-China Railway, 
which runs from Vientiane 
to Kunming in China; the 
382ha Vientiane Logistics 
Park (VLP), a major part 
of Laos’ ambitious plans 
to overcome its landlocked 
condition and become what it 
terms a “land-linked” country; 
and a site on Laos’ border 
with Vietnam, which is longer 
and closer to the Lao capital 
than Cambodia’s. Both the 
Laos-China Railway and 
VLP opened to great fanfare 
in December.

Before his departure 

President urges animal feed 
companies to boost output  

President Thongloun Sisoulith visits an animal feed manufacturer in Xaythany district.

to 28,000 tons, but this year 
output is expected to climb 
back to 40,000 tons.

Ninety percent of the raw 
materials come from crops 
such as sweetcorn, barley 
and cassava.

The two companies are 
facing difficulties such as 
price competition, access 
to finance, shortages of 
currency and fuel, problems 
in the transport of raw 
materials and other issues.

Cambodia exploring effective railway line to ‘land-linked’ Laos
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Souksakhone Vaenkeo 

The government will provide 
fuel importers with a Letter of 
Credit worth US$200 million 
for the purchase of sufficient 
petrol to meet the nation’s 
needs, Deputy Prime Minister 
Dr Sonexay Siphandone told 
the National Assembly (NA) 
on Thursday.

This amount could buy 
200 million litres of fuel 
which would cover the 
demand for July and August 
at 100 million litres a month, 
Dr Sonexay said.

The government will 
continue to provide foreign 
currency to importers during 
the remainder of the year in a 
bid to procure sufficient fuel, 
the DPM said in response 
to questions raised by 
Assembly members about the 
government’s plans for fuel 
supply amid the continuing 
shortage.

The government has 
provided credit despite limited 
foreign currency reserves. The 
plunging value of the kip has 
placed an added burden on 
importers struggling to source 
sufficient foreign currency to 
buy much-needed fuel, which 
must all be imported.

Dr Sonexay said the 
government would source 
foreign currency from 
companies that export 

Govt to 
provide 
credit for 
purchase 
of fuel

 Dr Sonexay Siphandone 
addresses the National 

Assembly.

A railway connection to Laos would boost ties with China, a transport ministry official 
said, citing Thailand as an example, which has a railway link from Bangkok to Thanaleng 
Railway Station. Heng Chivoan
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Phetphoxay Sengpaseuth 

The Ministry of Health has 
been increasingly successful 
in providing treatment for 
drug addicts and most 
addicts have easier access to 
good quality health services 
s ince  the  government 
introduced the National 
Agenda for the Solution of 
the Drug Problem. 

Deputy Minister  of 
Hea l th ,  Dr  Phayvanh 
Keopaseuth, on Wednesday 
highlighted the successful 
efforts of health authorities 
in working with other 
parties to meet the goals 
of this agenda, particularly 
with regard to drug control 
and the treatment of drug 
addicts.

Dr Phayvanh elucidated 
the government’s policy 
to improve healthcare in a 
report delivered to the 3rd 
Ordinary Session of the 
National Assembly’s 9th 
legislature on Wednesday.

Since the government 
introduced the National 
Agenda for the Solution of the 
Drug Problem, the Ministry 
of Health has shouldered 
more responsibility for the 
treatment of drug addicts, 
when they become ill , 
or when they undergo 
rehabilitation at community 

Times Reporters

K o r e a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o o p e r a t i o n  A g e n c y 
(KOICA) volunteers have 
arrived in Laos to take part 
in the agency’s in-person 
volunteer programme. 

The volunteers will be 
dispatched to the National 
Universi ty of  Laos in 
Vi e n t i a n e ,  B a n k e u n 
Teacher Training College 
in Vientiane province, the 
Ethnics School in Vangvieng 
district, Vientiane province, 
and the Teacher Training 
College in Luang Prabang 
province, after taking an 
orientation course. 

They wi l l  serve  as 
volunteers for one year, 
working in the fields of 
music education, physical 
education, Korean language, 
and visual media. 

In  response  to  the 
Covid-19 pandemic, KOICA 
continued its volunteer 
programme by introducing 
t h e  E - Vo l u n t e e r i n g 
Programme so that activities 
could continue remotely. 

In spite of the physical 
restrictions, volunteers and 
partner organisations carried 
out the activities with 
enthusiasm and received 
positive feedback. 

A total of 16 volunteers 
have worked in Laos for 

treatment centres.
Some addicts  make 

use of health services at 
government hospitals so 
they can reintegrate into 
society.

Health officials and 
medical staff across the 
country have worked harder 
to treat and rehabilitate 
drug addicts in response 
to government policy, Dr 
Phayvanh said.  

T h e  m i n i s t r y  i s 
continuing to develop the 
capacity and knowledge 
of medical staff in the 
treatment and rehabilitation 
of drug addicts in local 
communities, including 
at central, provincial and 
district hospitals.

However, the treatment 
of drug addiction is a long-
term process and the length 

Times Reporters

The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry is working 
with businesses and farmers 
to improve the quality of 
agricultural land, to ensure 
sustainable food production.

T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f 
Agriculture and Forestry, 
Dr Phet Phomphiphak, 
told National Assembly 
members this week that 
authorities will encourage 
farmers to improve soil 
quality by using organic, 
bio-organic and green 
manure, as well as chemical 
fertiliser.

The ministry is focusing 
on  10  prov inces  tha t 
have been identified as 
participants in the food 
security programme, which 
involves the management of 
soil, water and fertiliser to 
enable higher yields in arid 
areas of the provinces of 
Khammuan, Savannakhet, 

six months since December 
2021, in the f ields of 
computer/music/science 
e d u c a t i o n ,  c o o k i n g , 
n u r s i n g ,  a g r i c u l t u r e , 
youth development, food 
management,  physical 
education (taekwondo) and 
tourism. 

Eight volunteers are 
expec ted  to  con t inue 
their activities until this 
November and December, 
while one will continue 
his work in Laos under 
the in-person volunteer 
programme.

After  two years  of 
suspension due to the 
C o v i d - 1 9  p a n d e m i c , 
K O I C A h a s  r e s u m e d 
its in-person volunteer 
programme. 

The programme restarted 
with two volunteers in 
January this year. One of 
the volunteers is working 
in the tourism sector at the 
Department of Information, 
Culture and Tourism in 
Vangvieng, while the other 
is assisting the Korean 
Language Department at 
the National University of 
Laos. 

The Department has 
expressed its gratitude for the 
work of the volunteer, saying 
“There were difficulties 
due to the suspension of 
previous volunteer work, 

of time taken to rehabilitate 
a user depends on the 
severity of the addiction. 
The minister also cited the 
problem of limited human 
resources in this field.

There is also insufficient 
funding for the sourcing of 
information about this issue, 
and hospitals have to wait 
for information on drug-
related cases to be provided 
by the Ministry of Public 
Security, which is a slow 
process.

“In the future, we must 
focus on the main issues, 
such as the creation of a 
basic health information 
system and continuous 
implementation of the 
national agenda on solving 
drug problems at the central 
and local  levels ,”  the 
minister said

Authorities also need to 
raise awareness amongst 
doctors, nurses and other 
staff about the importance 
of  de l ive r ing  qua l i ty 
healthcare to strengthen 
drug addicts’ faith in the 
healthcare system.

Improvements in these 
areas would ensure that 
drug addicts  received 
good quality treatment on 
an equal basis, and were 
able to become productive 
members of society.

but fortunately in-person 
volunteering has resumed 
and is a great help to our 
university.” 

World Friends Korea 
(WFK) is  the  Korean 
government’s overseas 
volunteer group that aims 
to help people around the 
world. 

WFK aims to contribute 
to the quality of life in partner 
countries by passing on the 
knowledge, technologies 
and experiences necessary 
to alleviate poverty and 
a c h i e v e  s u s t a i n a b l e 
development. 

Since the early 2000s, 
KOICA has dispatched 
more  t han  500  WFK 
volunteers to Laos in various 
positions in the education, 
health, industrial energy, 
public administration and 
agriculture sectors.

Th i s  yea r,  KOICA 
e x p e c t s  t o  b r i n g  4 8 
v o l u n t e e r s  t o  L a o s . 
Through the resumption 
of the in-person volunteer 
programme, the KOICA 
Laos office is looking 
forward to improving the 
quality of life in Laos, 
strengthening partnerships 
and mutual understanding 
between Korea and Laos, 
and providing opportunities 
for self-fulfilment and 
growth in Laos.

Drug addicts receiving better quality 
care: deputy health minister

Dr Phayvanh Keopaseuth. 

KOICA resumes in-person 
volunteer programme

The Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) Volunteers arrived in Laos for an 
in-person volunteer programme.

Ministry upgrades agricultural 
land for higher yields

Saravan, Xekong, Attapeu 
and Champassak.

Dr Phet said the ministry 
i s  c a r r y i n g  o u t  l a n d 
allocation and demarcation 
projects in protected areas in 
order to produce marketable 
and priority crops. 

The ministry is also 
d ra f t ing  a  dec ree  on 
t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d 
improvement of agricultural 
land in accordance with 
changing circumstances and 
developments. 

The ministry hopes to set 
aside 2 million hectares of 
land for rice cultivation, with 
the available area currently 
s t a n d i n g  a t  7 0 0 , 0 0 0 
hectares, as well as a further 
one million hectares for the 
cultivation of other crops, of 
which 700,000 hectares are 
currently grown.

In addition, the ministry 
wants 700,000 hectares of 
land to be made available 
for livestock farming, with 

just 100,000 hectares in use 
at present. Another goal 
is for fruit to be grown on 
800,000 hectares of land, 
with fruit trees currently 
grown on 600,000 hectares. 

Extra land for crop 
cultivation would help 
to meet targets set in the 
na t iona l  deve lopment 
agenda and the resolutions 
adopted in the five-year 
agricultural, forestry and 
rural development plan for 
2021-2025.

This year, the government 
is beefing up agricultural 
production for domestic 
consumption and export, 
with the aim of achieving 
2.9 percent growth in the 
sector, which would account 
for 15.9 percent of GDP.

Meanwhile, more will 
be done to ensure sufficient 
inputs  and up- to-date 
production methods, to 
ensure that enough food is 
produced.
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Somsack Pongkhao

The Bank of the Lao PDR 
has announced numerous 
steps to be taken to stabilise 
the value of the kip and 
ensure a larger supply of the 
foreign currencies needed 
to import goods, especially 
fuel.

Deputy Governor of the 
central bank, Mrs Vatthana 
Dalaloy, told the National 
Assembly this week that the 
bank will create conditions 
to ensure that  foreign 
currencies traded outside 
of banks enter the banking 
system.

“The central bank will 
work with the sectors 
concerned to improve 
mechanisms relating to 
the management of foreign 
currency earned f rom 
exports and foreign direct 
investment,” she said.

 “The BOL will negotiate 
and promote use of the kip 
in bilateral trade with key 
trading partners and create 
favourable conditions for 
more foreign currencies to 
enter the country.”

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
significant measures to be 
carried out by the central 
bank is the strict regulation 
of exchange rates, as well 
as limiting the functions 
of currency exchange units 
while giving commercial 
banks a greater role in the 

Times Reporters

The governments of Laos 
and India are strengthening 
their friendly relations and 
good cooperation in the 
fields of defence, education, 
culture, agriculture, health, 
trade and investment.

The enhancement of this 
relationship and cooperation 
was the topic of conversation 
this week when Laos’ 
Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affa i r s  Mr  Boun leua 
Phandanouvong met with 
his Indian counterpart 
Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, 
along with their respective 
delegations.

The two parties praised 
the current state of their 
re la t ions ,  which have 
strengthened and deepened 
over the years since Laos and 
India established diplomatic 
ties on February 2, 1956.

Last year, on the occasion 
of the 65th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations, the two 
countries jointly organised 
celebratory events with 
great success.

The two sides reviewed 
their past cooperation and 
set the direction of future 
cooperation, to further 
enhance their ties in the 
fields of special interest.

The two parties also 
briefed each other on socio-
economic developments in 
their respective countries 

purchase and sale of foreign 
currencies by importers, 
exporters, investors and 
other legal entities.

 Currency exchange 
units will only be allowed 
to  change  money  fo r 
individuals and tourists, up 
to a maximum of 15 million 
kip per person per day.

 Mrs Vatthana said the 
BOL will also work with the 
sectors concerned to oversee 
the operations of exchange 
units and handle unlawful 
currency-trading activities.

 Use of the kip would 
be promoted in trade within 
Laos, and the use of foreign 
currencies, notably the Thai 
baht and US dollar, would 
be reduced in domestic 
trade, she added.

The bank will partner 
with businesses operating 
in special economic zones 
to better regulate the inflow 
and outflow of foreign 
currencies, she added.

and exchanged views on 
regional and international 
issues of mutual interest.

On the same day, Mr 
Rajkumar Ranjan Singh 
paid a courtesy call on Laos’ 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr Saleumxay Kommasith, 
who praised his visit and 
took part in a meeting 
between the two Ministries 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Mr Saleumxay expressed 
the hope that the Indian 
delegation’s visit to Laos 
would result in a fruitful 
outcome as expected.

The Indian delegation 
also met with officials from 
other ministries and paid 
courtesy calls on Laos’ 
Minister of Information, 

Times Reporters

The Xe Samou Bridge in 
Xepon district of Savannakhet 
province, built with financial 
support from Germany worth 
about 1 million euros, has 
been opened to the public.

T h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f  the  b r idge ,  under 
the “Reconstruction of 
Infrastructure in Southern 
Laos” (RISL) programme, 
began in 2018 and it was 
completed this month.

At the ceremony to mark 
the opening of the bridge, Mr 
Burkhard Hinz, the Head of 
Division, Urban Development 
and Mobility, East Asia and 
Southeast Asia in KfW, said: 
“Roads and bridges are a 
connection for relationships 
in different ways, for the 
people as it facilitates the 
transport of goods, but also 
for the meeting of families 
and friends, and better 
access to facilities including 
schools, markets and health 
services. We are happy to 
assist the handover today and 
send our best wishes to the 
communities on both sides of 
the Xe Samou bridge.”

The Deputy Governor 
of Savannakhet province, 
Mrs Linthong Sengtavanh, 
appreciated the assistance 
provided by the German 
government and people for 

 Mrs Vatthana attributed 
the main reason for the 
current  exchange rate 
pressure to the r is ing 
demand for imported fuel 
and consumer goods.

Over the past five months, 
the price of fuel on the world 
market surged by 65 percent 
and the cost of fuel imported 
by Laos rose by 50 percent 
compared to the same period 
last year. 

Despite challenges, the 
amount of foreign currency 
provided by banks to 
fuel importers increased 
from US$104.4 million to 
US$166 million over the 
past five months of this year 
(or about US$33 million 
per month), representing 
40 percent of the total value 
of oil imported by these 
companies. 

F r o m  J u n e  1 - 1 7 , 
banks provided US$94.36 
million to fuel importing 
companies, a threefold 
increase compared to the 
same period last year. 

The Deputy Governor 
of the BOL is committed 
to formulating appropriate 
pol ic ies  and applying 
a p p r o p r i a t e  t o o l s  t o 
stabilise exchange rates and 
regulate the amount of M2 
in circulation. The above 
measures are designed to 
minimise the exchange rate 
pressure and better handle 
inflation. 

Culture and Tourism.
They took part in an 

online groundbreaking 
c e r e m o n y  f o r  t h e 
construction of a reservoir 
in Xayaboury province, 
and the handover of the 
Entrepreneur Development 
Centre, which has been built 
at Km8 under a grant from 
the Government of India.

In addition, the Indian 
d e l e g a t i o n  w i l l  v i s i t 
Champassak province to 
meet with provincial leaders 
and visit projects supported 
and implemented by the 
Government of India, such 
as a project to preserve and 
restore Vat Phou Temple 
(Phase 2) and a project to 
assist in the planting of 
green crops.

development and poverty 
eradication in the two poor 
districts of Xepon and Nong.

“With this connection, 
people can have better access 
from villages to towns and 
districts. Furthermore, new 
roads and bridges are key 
factors to lift up the living 
conditions of all ethnic groups, 
especially in areas such as 
production, trade, education 
and health services,” she said.

S i n c e  1 9 9 4 ,  L a o s 
has received substantial 
financial support from the 
German government that 
has contributed to rural 
development, including the 
rehabilitation of rural roads to 
pave the way for connecting 
rural and remote villages 

Laos, India bolster relations 
friendly, cooperation

Mr Bounleua Phandanouvong (right) shakes hands with Mr 
Rajkumar Ranjan Singh during their meeting in Vientiane.

Central Bank vows to strictly 
regulate currency trading

Mrs Vatthana Dalaloy.

in order to increase income 
generation and improve 
socio-economic conditions, 
according to the KfW Office 
in Vientiane.

The first phase of the Rural 
Development Programme 
(RDP), with a grant of 5.6 
million Euros, has been 
used for construction and 
rehabilitation of 57.7 km 
of roads, five schools and a 
public office in Savannakhet 
province.

After the heavy rains in 
2019, Germany committed to 
help Laos in the reconstruction 
of damaged infrastructure. 
The Xe Samou bridge is a 
result of this support.

The new roads, bridges 
and small infrastructure 

projects will result in more 
traffic, which has already 
increased by 180 percent. This 
infrastructure enables people 
living in remote areas to reach 
important facilities all year 
round, quickly and safely.

Such mobility increases 
h o u s e h o l d  i n c o m e s , 
contributes to mitigating 
poverty, facilitates access to 
health facilities, and allows 
young people to attend school.

The phase I of RDP started 
in the last quarter of 2018 and 
is to be completed in June 
2022. The purpose of the 
project is to build sustainable 
climate-resilient rural roads 
and other infrastructure, 
as well as improve the 
maintenance of roads. 

New German-funded bridge opens to 
facilitate regional development

Mrs Linthong Sengtavanh and Mr Burkhard Hinz seen officially opening the Xe Samou Bridge.

minerals and agricultural 
produce, which would be 
given to fuel importers over 
the remaining months of 
this year. The government 
has allocated US$60 million 
for use by fuel importers 
in June and the Ministry of 
Finance recently provided an 
additional US$10 million.    

From June 1-21, as much 
as US$102 million was 
sourced to pay for imported 
fuel, which was enough to 
cover normal needs and 
included money sourced from 
commercial banks. This has 
enabled more petrol stations 
to open, the DPM said.

Laos imports all of its fuel 
requirements and on average 
imports 100-120 million litres 
of fuel a month.

Prior to the steep price 
hike, it cost US$600 to 
US$700 million to import 
sufficient quantities of fuel 
for one year. But the amount 
spent has doubled in line with 
the spiralling price of fuel on 
the world market, Dr Sonexay 
said.

“The demand for foreign 
currency has also risen 
sharply, so sourcing sufficient 
foreign currency to buy fuel is 
difficult,” he told Assembly 

members.
Laos currently buys fuel 

from Vietnam, Thailand, 
Malaysia and Singapore.

The government is looking 
at ways to diversify the 
sources of the fuel it imports 
so that the load is spread 
and disruption to one source 
would not cause a crisis, the 
DPM said. 

In the longer term, the 
government will consider 
ways to promote investment 
in oil refinery plants in Laos 
where crude oil could be 
refined to ensure fuel security. 
There are currently no such 
plants operational in the 
country.

Dr Sonexay pledged 
that authorities in charge 
would take action against 
individuals who manipulate 
exchange rates unlawfully 
for personal gain after 
learning that the disparity 
between exchange rates 
offered by commercial 
banks and some currency 
e x c h a n g e  u n i t s  w a s 
inappropriately large.

Some currency exchange 
units that were found to be in 
breach of the regulations have 
had their licence revoked, the 
DPM said.

Govt to... FROM PAGE 1
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Commercial crops help villagers in 
Xekong earn more income

 
Translated by Meuangkham Noradeth

Commercial crops have helped the people of Lakkhao village in Thataeng district of Xekong 
province earn more money and improve their living standards. 

Recently, the Governor of Xekong, Mr Leklay Sivilay, and other officials visited the area 
to support the production of commercial crops by the people of Lakkhao to ensure that the 
district can produce enough food for local consumption consume and some surplus for sale. 

The Head of Lakkhao, Mr Khamseuy Champakeomany, said the local people grow various 
organic vegetables, including eggplants and cabbages, for personal consumption and sale. 

Mr Leklay advised officials from the Agriculture and Forestry office of Thataeng to send 
technicians to teach the people about new techniques for growing crops and taking care of 
organic vegetables because this will help to increase the quality and quantity of the yield. 

He said the people of Lakkhao must produce enough organic vegetables to meet the 
demands of local markets.

Mr Leklaysuggested officials from the Industry and Commerce office of Thataeng must 
find new markets where the people can sell their crops at suitable prices. 

The production of commercial crops has the potential to help socio-economic development 
and end poverty in the province, he said. 

On the same day, Mr Leklay and the other officials went to support coffee production in 
Kongtayoun village. They also inspected trees being grown in Houaxedon village.

--Pasaxon, June 22
 

Hit and run accidents a problem in 
Savannakhet

 
Hit and run accidents continue to be a problem in Savannakhet province that police officers 
are working hard to prevent.

On June 17, two people were killed and two more severely injured when a car crashed into 
a motorcycle on Road No 9B. The car’s driver escaped after the accident. 

Police officers in Savannakhet are trying to trace the driver of the car with the number plate 
1688 that crashed into the motorcycle and drove away. 

Traffic police in Savannakhet reported that the accident occurred at 7 pm on June 17 near 
Khamxan village in Xayphouthong district.

The motorcycle rider was identified as Mr Pon, 25, from Na village in Outhoumphon 
district of Savannakhet. 

Mr Pon and his son died instantly, while his wife and daughter were severely injured. 
--lsecuritynews.com, June 22

 

Sewing helps official in Oudomxay 
earn extra money

 
Making clothes has helped an official of the Justice Department of Oudomxay province earn 
more money every month. 

Mrs Chittapong Chindamany uses her free time after work to make clothes.
She said her monthly salary is enough to take care of all the expenses of her family. She 

decided to learn how to make clothes because she thought this will help earn more money 
for her family. 

In 2017, Mrs Chittapong started making clothes at her house during her free time on the 
weekends and in the evenings after finishing her work at the Justice Department. 

Mrs Chittapong said two members of her family help her with this work and people from 
Oudomxay are her main customers. Her rates depend on the clothes ordered by a customer 
and she earns about 40 million kip a year by making clothes. 

She said making clothes requires little capital, but the benefits are good and the extra money 
is of great help for her family every month. 

Mrs Chittapong’s family has a better life and she has a house, a car, and some money saved 
in the bank. She is also supporting the studies of her children. 

She said she will continue making clothes and buy more sewing machines as the needs of 
her customers increase.

Mrs Chittapong said she is ready to give advice to anyone who wants to learn about making 
clothes because this work is not difficult if people have the intention to do it. 

--Pasaxon, June 2

Minister of Information, Culture and Tourism, Mrs Suanesavanh Vignaket, on Thursday 
welcomes Deputy Minister of External Affairs, India Mr Rajkumar Ranjan Singh on a 
working visit to Laos.         --Photo Lao National Radio

Deputy Governor of Xaysomboun province, Mr Souksavath Vongphoulek, and officials 
from the province’s Public Works and Transport Department on Wednesday gather to 
discuss the laying of asphalt on national road 5B over a distance of 66.18km from the 
Nam Nhone bridge to Naxay village in Longcheng district.         --Photo Siliphone

Officials from the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and other entities on Wednesday 
meet in Vientiane to discuss how Laos can export more crops and livestock, as well as 
reduce the volume of imported goods.          --Photo Pathetlao

Lao Ambassador to Russia 
Mrs Vilavanh Yiapoher 
receives a gift during the 25th 
St Petersburg International 
Economic Forum, which took 
place from June 14-18. The 
forum is held every year and 
is attended by ambassadors 
from 135 countries in 
Asean, Asia, Africa, Latin 
America and international 
organisations in Russia. 
The event comprises the 
Economic and SME Forum, 
Creative Business Forum, 
Drug Security Forum, and 
Junior Dialogue Forum, with 
more than 50 topics discussed. Representatives of 17 companies and other individuals gather at an event for V-Card 

members of the Vientiane Center Lao Public Company to celebrate the company’s 7th 
anniversary and second anniversary of registration on the Lao Securities Exchange. 
A total of 89,434 cards have been issued, including 5,109 premium cards and 84,325 
member cards.
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World news in brief  

for Laos on the evening of 
June 21, CLA president Sin 
Chanthy told the media that his 
team would seek to learn from 
the experiences surrounding 
the promising railway, from 
a logistics standpoint, and 
gather pertinent information 
and details. He said the team 
would also analyse logistics 
systems between Laos and 
Cambodia that involve 
Thailand.

CLA research has found 
that rail transport from 
China to Cambodia would 
reduce time travelled to four 
or five days, as opposed to 
10-15 days by waterways, 
he said, commenting that 
the successful realisation 
of the TAR project would 
substantially facilitate 
transport.

He stressed that the 

(China Daily/ANN) -- 
Leaders coming together 
for the BRICS Summit are 
expected to discuss global 
challenges such as the 
pandemic, climate change 
and global governance, say 
African experts who are keen 
to see a bigger global role 
for the grouping of emerging 
economies.

Saliem Fakir, a senior 
climate diplomacy and 
geopolitics adviser at the 
African Climate Foundation 
in South Africa, said the 
pandemic response will 
likely figure prominently, 
noting that China has been the 
“key provider of vaccines to 
Africa”. More broadly, Fakir 
said the summit on Thursday 
is expected to project the 
grouping even deeper into a 
future in which South-South 
cooperation grows more 
important.

With the 27th United 
Nations Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties, 
or COP 27, to be held in 
Egypt in November, climate 
change is shaping up as an 
important topic for discussion 
at the virtual summit, which 
brings together the leaders of 

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance and the CLA “have 
always discussed to find 
ways to lower transportation 
costs and save time, and be 
able to compete with our 
neighbours”.

Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport spokesman 
Kong Vimean told The 
Post that his ministry, in 
cooperation with a Chinese 
company,  is  currently 
exploring potential routes for 
a railway linking Cambodia 
to Laos.

Although noting that 
recent studies have looked 
at areas near the Tonle Sap 
Lake and even considered 
a transfer station along the 
existing Phnom Penh-Poipet 
Line, Vimean conceded that 
research was preliminary and 
that no detailed reports have 

Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa.

“In the year of the ‘Africa 
COP’, we expect them 
(BRICS members) to tackle 
the climate negotiations” 
while affirming the principle 
of common but differentiated 
responsibilities, Fakir said.

The senior adviser said 
the talks may encompass 
technology-driven approaches 
in the cooperation against 
climate change, pointing out 
China’s strengths in digital 
technology including artificial 
intelligence.

Fakir said many in 
Africa are looking to the 
opportunities offered by the 
New Development Bank, an 
institution launched under the 
BRICS framework.

“ F r o m  a n  A f r i c a n 
perspective, there is also the 
role of institutions such as the 
BRICS bank in addressing 
some of the challenges from 
climate finance, financing 
for renewable infrastructure 
and agriculture,” he said. 
“Its potential to become a 
major bank of the future for 
the South is underutilised. 
Within Africa, more and more 
are asking how the bank can 

BRUSSELS (Xinhua) -- 
Members of the European 
Parliament (MEPs) voted 
in three major draft laws 
a imed a t  pushing  for 
faster European Union 
(EU) climate action and 
energy independence on 
Wednesday.

MEPs said the Emissions 
Trading System (ETS) 
should be reformed and 
its scope enlarged, in order 
to encourage industries 
to further reduce their 
emissions and invest in 
low-carbon technologies.

They also called for a 
broader scope and faster 
implementation of the EU 
Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism (CBAM).

Pascal Canfin, Chair 
o f  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t 
Committee at the European 
Parliament, tweeted that 
the reform of the carbon 
market and social climate 
fund are big steps forward 
for climate action.

MEPs believe that the 
ETS has already triggered 
significant reductions in 

( K y o d o  N e w s )  - -  A 
powerful earthquake rocked 
eastern Afghanistan early 
Wednesday, killing more 
than 1,000 people and 
injuring some 1,500 others, 
official media said.

The quake of magnitude 
5.9, registered at a depth of 
10 kilometers, struck some 
50 km southwest of the city 
of Khost, which is located 
near the country’s border 
with Pakistan, according to 
the United States Geological 
Survey.

T h e  d i s a s t e r ,  t h e 
deadliest in decades, in the 
rural mountainous region 
occurred as Afghanistan has 
been suffering an economic 
crisis, leaving almost half 
of its population in acute 
hunger, especially since the 
Taliban regained power last 
August.

The Taliban’s takeover 
has prompted the United 
States, which withdrew 
al l  of  i ts  forces from 
Afghanistan following two 
decades of war, and some 
other countries to impose 
sanctions and led to a cutoff 
of international aid.

been published.
Ministry undersecretary 

of state Vasim Sorya said a 
link to Laos was included 
in a railway network master 
plan, but noted that it was 
unclear when or whether the 
Lao government would be 
keen or have the resources to 
build a 700-800km route from 
Vientiane to the Cambodian 
border.

Sorya also suggested 
i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t 
connections between the two 
countries by other modes 
that are cheaper than rail, 
in the meantime. Still, he 
highlighted that a railway 
connection to Laos would 
boost ties with China, citing 
Thailand as an example, 
which has a railway link 
from Bangkok to Thanaleng 
Railway Station.

be better capitalised to scale 
up its operations notably 
in renewable infrastructure 
financing. We hope the 
answer will emerge from the 
summit.”

Cooperation mechanism
Fakir said that the BRICS 

cooperation mechanism will 
always remain relevant.

Dennis Munene, executive 
director of the China-Africa 
Centre at the Africa Policy 
Institute in Nairobi, Kenya, 
said the BRICS countries 
aim to promote peace, 
security, cooperation, and 
development. He suggests 
the group can be expanded 
to include more African 
countries in order to broaden 
South-South cooperation.

“Amid the current global 
economic crisis, the BRICS 
member states have a unique 
opportunity to provide 
renewed impetus to global 
economic cooperation,” he 
said. “For example, BRICS 
trade and investment with 
low-income countries has 
served as a major support 
system during the COVID-19 
pandemic, with China taking 
the lead in the fight against the 
pandemic.”

Jokowi to visit Ukraine, 
Russia in diplomatic 
blitz
(The Jakarta Post) -- 
President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo will visit the capitals 
of Ukraine and Russia after 
attending a multilateral 
summit in Germany next 
week, Foreign Minister 
Retno LP Marsudi 
announced on Wednesday, 
in the hope of bringing an 
end to an ongoing war that 
has had global economic 
repercussions. Jokowi has 
accepted an invitation from 
Germany to attend a meeting 
of the Group of Seven (G7) 
industrialised economies 
in the Bavarian Alps from 
June 26-28. From there 
the President is expected 
to continue his journey to 
the Ukrainian capital Kyiv 
and Moscow, Retno said, 
although she did not disclose 
the exact dates.

Rising number of 
Omicron BA.4, BA.5 
cases in Europe, South 
Africa
(The Nation/ANN) -- Global 
science initiative GISAID 
has reported that Europe and 
South Africa have found 
more patients infected with 
Omicron, specifically the 
BA.4 and BA.5 subvariants, 
which have mutated 
from the original Covid 
virus found in Wuhan, 
Dr Wasan Chantrathit, 
chief of Ramathibodi 
Hospital’s Centre for 
Medical Genomics, said on 
Wednesday. “It is worrying 
that tests show BA.4 and 
BA.5 can multiply quickly 
in human lung cells, which 
could cause pneumonia 
easier than the BA.1 and 
BA.2 subvariants, which can 
multiply faster in the upper 
respiratory mucosa but 
rarely spread down to the 
lungs,” he said.
“However, the World Health 
Organisation [WHO] has 
yet to announce the BA.4 
and BA.5 as subvariants 
of concern, as further 
evaluation is yet to be 
carried out on a large 
number of hospitalised 
patients.”

Najib held the power 
in 1MDB, says Ahmad 
Husni
KUALA LUMPUR (The 
Star/ANN) -- The decision-
making power in 1Malaysia 
Development Bhd (1MDB) 
was in the hands of former 
prime minister Datuk Seri 
Najib Razak, the High Court 
was told. Former second 
finance minister Datuk Seri 
Ahmad Husni Hanadzlah 
said this when asked during 
re-examination by lead 
prosecutor Datuk Seri Gopal 
Sri Ram here on Thursday 
(June 23).
Sri Ram: As far as 1MDB is 
concerned, did you have any 
decision-making power in 
1MDB?

emissions.
According to the draft 

laws, the free allowances 
in the ETS sectors covered 
by the Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism 
( C B A M )  s h o u l d  b e 
phased out from 2027, 
and completely disappear 
by 2032 when Parliament 
wants the mechanism to be 
fully implemented.

MEPs also developed 
the Social Climate Fund, 
which aims at protecting the 
households and businesses 
most vulnerable to energy 
poverty.

The three key EU laws 
are part of the “Fit for 55 
in 2030 package.” This is 
aimed at cutting greenhouse 
gas emissions by at least 55 
percent by 2030 compared to 
1990 levels, and achieving 
net-zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050, in line 
with the European Climate 
Law.

The European Parliament 
will begin negotiations with 
EU governments on the final 
shape of these laws.

Helicopters were sent to 
the remote area to rescue 
the injured, according to the 
interior affairs ministry.

But  the  dea th  to l l 
is likely to rise as many 
people are apparently still 
trapped under rubble and 
traditional houses in the area 
are vulnerable to damage as 
they are made of mud and 
bricks.

“The shaking was very 
big and scary. People in 
the neighborhood are still 
buried under rubble,” a man 
in the hardest-hit province 
of Paktika said.

The Taliban’s supreme 
l e a d e r ,  H a i b a t u l l a h 
Akhundzada,  re leased 
a statement offering his 
condolences and calling on 
the international community 
to provide support for 
disaster victims.

In Afghanistan, about 
4,000 people were killed 
fo l lowing  a  quake  o f 
magnitude 6.1 in 1998, 
and some 1,800 people 
d i e d  i n  a  t e m b l o r  o f 
magnitude 5.9 that hit 
the northern part of the 
country in 2002.

Cambodia exploring... FROM PAGE 1

Work proceeds at the Xudapu nuclear power plant in Huludao, Liaoning province, in November. 
The project is an example of the growing cooperation between China and Russia. 

Experts see focus on key issues at summit

European Parliament backs 
carbon market reforms

Over 1,000 killed in 
eastern Afghanistan after 

powerful earthquake
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The World Bank in Lao PDR is looking for 
A National Consultant to support State budget reforms and SOEs work 

I. Objective and purpose: to support the World Bank (WB) Public Finance 
Management Task Team to assist the Ministry of Finance (MOF) on:

(i)  Improving the processes for the annual budget preparation
(ii)  Introducing a medium-term budget framework (MTBF)
(iii) Developing a State Budget Policy Statement (SBPS)
(iv) Developing Secondary Legislation for the State Budget Law, and
(v)  Assessing corporate governance, financial and fiscal risks of State-  

 Owned Enterprises (SOEs)
II. Scope of work: responsible for coordinating with the WB Task Team and experts, 
the MOF and the Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI) on the budget reform 
program, as well as with SOEs. The scope of work will include the following parts:

1. Facilitate operationalization of the annual budget preparation templates
2. Establish the MOF and MPI channel for MTBF introduction
3. Support MOF and MPI in piloting the MTBP Introduction 
4. Support MOF on SBPS implementation
5. Support the conduct of the Integrated SOE Framework (iSOEF) assessment 

and potentially, support for provision of Technical Assistant to SOEs, and
6. Proactively connect, communicate, and work with relevant MOF departments, 

MPI and line ministries, and report to the WB on the progress of work.
III. Consultant qualification and experience

• A minimum of 5 years of experience in public investment management and 
public finance management, or a related field

• A Master’s degree in accounting, economics, business administration, social 
and political sciences, or another related field

• Sufficient knowledge and practical skills in public investment management 
and public finance management

• Experience in working in development partner projects and programs, 
preferable with either, or both WB and JICA, would be an advantage

• Experience in working with either, or both MPI and MOF would be an 
advantage

• Strong people and communication skills and the proven ability to quickly 
build and maintain strong relationships at senior and technical levels within 
government and with the development partner community

• Strong analytical and problem-solving skills, and
• Proven ability to prepare reports in English and Laos for technical and non-

technical audiences, using clear and straightforward language to ensure clear 
understanding. Excellent verbal skills in English and Lao.

Interested candidates can obtain the full detailed Terms of Reference from, submit 
their CV and cover letter with the Job Title, no later than 17:00 hrs., July 5, 2022 to 
Southida Salaphan at ssalaphan@worldbank.org 
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Times Reporters

The  government  wi l l 
close the operations of 
state enterprises that have 
proved to be ineffective 
and unproductive, but will 
restructure those that have 
the potential to make a 
profit.

The plan to modify and 
reform certain enterprises 
was reported by Minister 
of  Finance Bounchom 
Ubonpaseuth when speaking 
at the National Assembly on 
Wednesday.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
will continue to retain 
a 100 percent stake in 
s ta te  en te rpr i ses  tha t 
are considered to be of 
intrinsic value and work 
with the management to 
improve their structure and 
operations, especially in 
relation to finances, assets, 
debts ,  execut ives  and 
employees, Mr Bounchom 
said.   

With regard to state 
e n t e r p r i s e s  t h a t  a r e 
considered to be of less 
importance, the government 
will attempt to improve their 
operations but will sell off a 

(Global Times/BRNN) -- A 
ship able to carry 24,000 
standard containers, built 
by China State Shipbuilding 
Corp (CSSC), was delivered 
to the client in Shanghai on 
Wednesday. It’s the world’s 
largest containership.

T h e  s h i p  w a s 
independently designed 
by  Hudong-Zhonghua 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  C o ,  a 
s u b s i d i a r y  o f  C S S C . 
Hudong-Zhonghua owns 
the ship’s intel l ec tua l 
property rights, according 
to a statement sent  to 
the Global Times by the 
company.

The ship will  serve 
routes from the Far East 
to Europe. The megaship, 
measuring 399.99 meters 
long,  is  more than 60 
meters longer than the 
world’s current largest 
aircraft carrier. It is 61.5 

meters wide and has a 
deck area of 24,000 square 
meters, about the size of 
three and a half soccer fields.

With a depth of 33.2 
meters, the cargo hold 
can carry 240,000 tons 
of goods. The maximum 
stack of containers can 
be up to 25 stories high, 
equivalent to the height of 
a 22-story building, said 
the statement.

The ship uses the world’s 
l a t e s t  h y d r o d y n a m i c 
optimisation technology 
to achieve high speeds 
and low fuel consumption 
while carrying heavy loads. 
Compared with traditional 
bunker-fueled ships that can 
carry 23,000 containers, the 
new ship can reduce carbon 

partial stake in the business, 
in order to create confidence 
among customers.

In seeking to improve 
these state enterprises, the 
government will bring in 
experienced personnel 
from other businesses and 
encourage them to source 
f u n d i n g  a n d  m o d e r n 
equipment in order to 
build capacity and give the 
enterprises a competitive 
edge.

C o n c e r n i n g  s t a t e 
e n t e r p r i s e s  t h a t  a r e 
u n p r o d u c t i v e ,  t h e 
government will transfer its 
full stake to other businesses 
but will continue to oversee 
and assess the value of 
assets and debts and employ 
financial consultants to 
help the reform committee 
tackle the various problems 
hindering the operations 
of these enterprises, the 
minister said.

The government will 
not retain any ownership 
of state enterprises that are 
worthless and will close 
them down.

Mr Bounchom said that 
assessments carried out by 
the reform committee in 

previous years showed that 
the business operations of 
state enterprises in which 
the government holds a 100 
percent stake are weak and 
carry a high risk of failure 
in the future.

Jo in t -ven tu re  s t a te 
enterprises in which the 
government holds a 50-99 
stake are productive.

Jo in t -ven tu re  s t a te 
enterprises in which the 
government holds a stake 
of 49 percent or less are also 
successful but their finances 
require close examination to 
ensure the effectiveness of 
business operations in the 
long term, Mr Bounchom 
said.

There are currently 178 
state enterprises, equal 
to 0.12 percent of the 
total 148,824 enterprises 
registered in Laos, of which 
96 state enterprises are 
located in Vientiane and 82 
are located elsewhere. 

The 178 state enterprises 
have total registered capital 
of 28,008 billion kip, equal 
to 6 percent of the funds 
held by all total enterprises 
at 470,906 billion kip, Mr 
Bounchom said.

The total assets held by 
state enterprises are valued 
at 184,765 billion kip, equal 
to 96.16 percent of GDP, 
while the value of debt 
stands at 147,451 billion kip 
or 76.16 percent of GDP.

The revenue earned by 
state enterprises averages 
31,530 billion kip a year, 
with a net-profit average 
of 414 billion kip a year 
and average annual tax 
payments to the government 
of 504 billion kip.

State enterprises have 
donated funds and equipment 
for the development of local 
communities, especially 
for infrastructure in both 
towns and rural areas, as 
a contribution to socio-
economic development.

Govt to close loss-making state 
enterprises, overhaul those with potential

Mr Bounchom Ubonpaseuth.

dioxide emissions by about 
38 tons per day.

H u d o n g - Z h o n g h u a 
Shipbuilding Co has orders 
for nine such ships, with 
six in production and three 
scheduled to be delivered 
this year.

China has become one 
of the front-runners in the 
world shipbuilding sector, 
with mature industrial 
chains, Zheng Ping, chief 
analyst of industry news 
site chineseport.cn, told 
t he  Globa l  Times  on 
Wednesday.

From manufacturing 
low value-added and small 
ships to building extra-
large container ships, LNG 
carriers and ecofriendly 
ships, Chinese shipbuilders 
have come a long way, and 
they’re constantly setting 
new records, Chen said.

In addition to making 

l a rge r  sh ips ,  Ch ina ’s 
sh ipyards  have  made 
great  achievements in 
technological innovation. 
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s h i p s 
h a v e  b e c o m e  m o r e 
environmentally friendly, 
and there are more and more 

intelligent applications, 
Chen said.

Chinese shipbuilders 
topped the three major 
metrics used by the global 
shipbuilding industry in 
2021, with the highest 
number of received orders, 
according to data released 
by China’s Ministry of 
Industry and Information 
Technology in January.

Chinese shipbuilders 
accounted for about 50 
percen t  o f  the  g loba l 
production volume, with 
CSSC, the nation’s largest 
shipbuilder, surpassing 
South Korea’s Hyundai 
H e a v y  I n d u s t r i e s  t o 
become the world’s largest 
shipbuilder, according to 
media reports.

Large cruise ships, LNG 
vessels and aircraft carriers 
are known as the three 
“pearls” in the “crown” of 

the shipbuilding industry. 
Now, China has acquired 
the ability to design and 
manufacture all these types. 
It has demonstrated the 
independent innovation 
of China’s shipbuilding 
industry, experts said.

World’s largest containership built 
by CSSC is delivered in Shanghai

A 24,000-TEU 
containership 
built by 
Hudong-
Zhonghua 
Shipbuilding 
Co was 
delivered in 
Shanghai on 
Jun 22, 2022.
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E x p e r t s  w h o  h a v e 
undergone courses to train 
others in their companies 
met this week to discuss 
issues such as training 
concepts, use of training 
materials, assessment and 
certification.

The gathering of the 
training experts was also 
aimed at seeking ways for 
better cooperation between 
the  Dual -Coopera t ive 
Training Service Centre 
(DCTSC)  o f  the  Lao 
Nat iona l  Chamber  o f 
Commerce and Industry 
(LNCCI) and the Vocational 
Education Development 
Institute (VEDI).

The meeting was co-

ANKARA (AA) -- Global 
energy investment is set 
to increase by 8 percent to 
US$2.4 trillion in 2022, 
mainly due to the rise in 
clean energy, according to 
the International Energy 
Agency’s latest report on 
Wednesday.

Clean energy investment 
is  expected to exceed 
US$1.4 trillion in 2022.

Although encouraging, 
this investment growth level 
is still far from enough 
to tackle the mult iple 
dimensions of today’s 
energy crisis,  the IEA 
warned.

A massive surge in 
investment to accelerate 
clean energy transitions 
is necessary, “to ease the 
pressure on consumers from 
high fossil fuel prices, make 
our energy systems more 
secure and get the world on 
track to reach our climate 
goals,” IEA Executive 
Director Fatih Birol said.

What holds investors 
back from accelerating their 
spending is that “almost half 
of the overall increase in 
spending is a reflection of 
higher costs, from labor and 
services to materials such 
as cement, steel and critical 
minerals,” the agency said.

chaired by the Deputy 
Secre ta ry  Genera l  o f 
LNCCI, Ms Daovading 
Phiraxayphithack,  and 
the Acting Director  of 
V E D I ,  D r  B o u n s e n g 
Khammounty.

Representatives from 
the Vocational Education 
Department of the Ministry 
of Education and Sports 
and Vocational Education 
Lao PDR (VELA – GIZ) and 
the trainers of DCTSC also 
attended the consultation 
meeting.

T h e  D C T S C  w a s 
established within LNCCI 
in 2020. Based on the 
successful model of dual 
training in Germany, the 
centre uses an innovative 
approach that combines 

school -based  t ra in ing 
in  TVET ins t i tu t ions 
wi th  workplace-based 
training and experience in 
companies.

The centre provides 
tailor-made services to 
support businesses with the 
planning, organisation and 
implementation of dual-
cooperative training. 

Through this linkage, 
companies provide trainees 
with the opportunity to 
acquire technical skills, 
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  t h e 
right work att i tude on 
the job. As a result, the 
companies benefit from a 
better trained, productive 
and loyal workforce while 
reducing recruitment and 
induction costs.

Trainers at the DCTSC and partners pose for a group photo on Thursday.

Businesses discusses 
in-company trainer training

Almost  hal f  of  the 
additional US$200 billion 
in capital investment in 
2022 is likely to be eaten up 
by higher costs.

Public funds to support 
sustainable recovery are 
scarce, policy frameworks 
are often weak, economic 
clouds are gathering, and 
borrowing costs are rising, 
all of which undercuts the 
economic attractiveness 
of capital-intensive clean 
technologies, the report 
said.

Meanwhile, global oil 
and gas sector income is set 
to jump to US$4 trillion in 
2022.

Major  o i l  and  gas 
companies need to do more 

to diversify their spending, 
the IEA said as clean energy 
investment accounts for 
only around 5percent of oil 
and gas company capital 
expenditure worldwide, up 
from 1percent in 2019.

According to the IEA, 
clean energy investments 
grew by 2 percent a year 
between 2015 and 2020, 
and since 2020, the pace 
of growth has accelerated 
significantly to 12 percent.

All is not lost in the fight 
for a cleaner and more secure 

energy future as spending 
on solar PV, batteries and 
electric vehicles is now 
growing at rates consistent 
with reaching global net 
zero emissions by 2050.

Eight percent growth in global 
energy investment insufficient to 

tackle energy crisis: IEA

Global energy investment to grow 8 percent in 2022 driven 
by renewables and energy efficiency
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Vacancy Notice

The World Health Organization has a vacancy for the position of:

 Surveillance and Field Epidemiology Training National Consultant 
(WHO Health Emergencies Programme) 

 (Short Term Consultant, for initial period of 5.5 Months)

Purpose of the Post:
The purpose of this consultancy is to provide technical support for strengthening surveillance and 
response in Lao PDR including for COVID-19, other communicable diseases, and antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR). Consultant will also support the implementation of the Lao Field Epidemiology 
Training program.

Planned Start date:   22/8/2022 
Planned End date:  31/1/2023

Description of Duties:
The consultant will report to and be guided by WHO Country Office Health Emergencies team. In 
collaboration with the Ministry of Health (MoH) of Lao PDR, the consultant will conduct the following 
activities and submit regular reports for each activity, including proposed next steps.

• Support MOH on strengthening surveillance and response capacities for antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR), and communicable diseases including COVID-19.

• Support the preparation of materials for Lao Field Epidemiology Training (FET) sessions.
• Conduct lectures and provide supervision to FET trainees.
• Support the conduct of capacity building activities for Lao FET alumni.
• Support the implementation of FET program in collaboration with the Department of Communicable 

Disease Control (DCDC)
• Interpret and translate documents between Lao and English as needed.

Output 1: Strengthening surveillance and response capacities for antimicrobial resistance (AMR), and 
communicable diseases 
Deliverable 1.1: Surveillance reports or reports from meetings, as applicable

Output 2: Preparation of session materials for Lao FET 
Deliverable 2.1: Updated FET curriculum and agenda 
Deliverable 2.2: Lecture and workshop materials

Output 3: Lectures and supervision of FET trainees 
Deliverable 3.1: Lectures delivered for FET trainees
Deliverable 3.2: Supervision reports of FET trainees 

Output 4: Capacity building activities for FET alumni 
Deliverable 4.1: Reports from meetings and workshops conducted for FET alumni

Output 5: Supporting the implementation of FET program 
Deliverable 5.1: Reports from meetings regarding FET implementation

Output 6: Interpretation and translation of documents 
Deliverable 6.1: Translation work of related documents

Output 7: Monthly technical reports 
Deliverable 7.1: Timely submission of the technical reports of WHO supported activities

Knowledge & skills: 
• Consultant should have public health work experience in surveillance and communicable diseases
• Experience in conducting trainings or workshops and developing training materials in Lao and 

English. 
• Ability to interact effectively with health professionals at various levels and to work with national 

counterparts, and international technical staff. 
• Ability to work harmoniously as a member of a team, adapt to diverse educational and cultural 

backgrounds and maintain a high standard of personal conduct.
• Strong communication and interpersonal skills. 
• Proficiency in standard MS Office applications including MS Excel, MS Word and MS PowerPoint 

are essential.

Education:
 Essential: Bachelor’s degree in medicine, public health or a health-related field 
 Desirable: Master’s degree in epidemiology or public health

Experience:
 Essential: At least two years relevant work experience in public health. 
 Desirable: Experience in surveillance or communicable disease response

Languages:  
Proficient in English
Proficient in Lao

Other skills (e.g. IT):  Proficiency in standard MS Office applications.
Interested and qualified candidates are invited to submit applications and curriculum vitae in the English 
language with a subject “Field Epidemiology Training and Surveillance National Consultant (WHO 
Health Emergencies Programme)”email : to wplaohr@who.int  by 4 July 2022 at 17:00.

Online advertisement
Advertising your products at www.

vientianetimes.org.la will bring 
benefits to your company.  

Customers around the world will appreciate 
the quality of your products via the Vientiane 
Times website. For more information please 

contact:  Tel: 336042, 336045   
Fax: 336041,  Email: itvtimes@gmail.com

Request for proposal
Vehicle rental, Translation and interpreter, Meeting room, Air 

ticket, WWF-Laos

1 Background 
WWF has been working in Laos since the late 1980s in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. Our country programme office was first 
established in Vientiane in 2001. Since then, our team has grown to over 50 Lao, 
international and volunteer staff working on over 10 projects countrywide with 
offices in Vientiane, Savannakhet, Champassak, Salavan and Sekong provinces.  
WWF-Laos is part of WWF Greater Mekong Programme Office, which operates 
in 5 countries: Vietnam, Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos. Find out more 
at www.panda.org/laos  
WWF has been a strong, credible and recognized global force in the world of 
conservation for the past half-century as we have strived to deliver on our mission 
of building a world where people thrive in harmony with nature. With our new 2020-
2025 Strategic Plan, we aim at increasing our conservation impact by focusing on 
direct threats to wildlife, forests, and water ecosystems, and by increasing our 
influence and credibility in the Lao PDR. 
Objectives:
I. WWF invites bidders to participate in the bidding for trusted supplier of;
1. Vehicle rental.
2. Translation and interpreter
3. Meeting room and hotel
4. Air ticket
II. The source of funding for the implementation of the bid package is Non-
refundable aid.

• Payment term within 30 days after receiving the invoice
• Quotations must be valid for 1 year (depend on the nature of the work is could 

be non-fit rate)
Submission of proposal
Interested suppliers are requested to submit the following documents to 

procurement-laos@wwf.org.la, suppliers are including of:
• Company documentation (business license, Tax ID, Manager ID or passport…)
• Condition of vehicle (year of manufacture)
• List of translators
• Company profile

Closing date: 15st July 2022

WWF-Laos

P.O. Box. 7871
House no. 39, unit 05

Saylom village, 
Chanthabouly district, 

Vientiane, Lao PDR
Tel: +856 21 216 080

Fax: +856 21 251 883

     E-mail: wwf-laos@wwf.org.la
           Website: www.wwf.org.la

President: Pavan Sukhdev
Director General: Marco Lambertini

President Emeritus:
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh

Founder President:
HRH Prince Bernhard

of the Netherlands

Registered as:
WWF-World Wide Fund for Nature

WWF-Fondo Mondiale per la Natura
WWF-Fondo Mundial para la 

Naturaleza
WWF-Fonds Mondial pour la Nature

WWF-Welt Natur Fonds
Formerly World Wildlife Fund
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Feature

Advertorial Desk

A delegation from 
t h e  L a o  F r o n t 
f o r  N a t i o n a l 

Lao Front members 
make working visit to Vietnam

A delegation from the Lao Front for National Development (LFND) meets the leaders of Son La province in Vietnam. 

Development  ( L F N D ) 
this week paid a courtesy 
visit to the leaders of Son 
La province in Vietnam, 
to share lessons learnt 

and discuss development 
issues.

The delegation was 
led by the Front’s Vice 
President, Prof. Dr Od 

P h o n g s a v a n h ,  a n d 
welcomed by the Vice 
Cha i rman  o f  Son  La 
People’s Committee and 
Deputy Governor of Son 
La province, Mr Lo Minh 
Hung, and other senior 
provincial officials.

Mr Hung expressed his 
gratitude and said he greatly 
appreciated the visit by the 
Lao Front delegation, as 
well as a delegation from 
Huaphan province.

The visit saw the two 
sides discuss the sharing of 
technical skills and other 
topics of mutual interest.

They commit ted to 
further strengthening their 
relationship and support 
for each other in the field 

of economic development, 
especially in relation to 
cooperation agreements 
s i g n e d  b e t w e e n  t h e 
provinces of Huaphan and 
Son La in 2019.

Mr Hung briefed the 
visiting delegation on the 
overall development of 
Son La province in the 
fields of socio-economic 
development ,  cul ture , 
education, agriculture, 
and industry.

Prof. Dr Od sincerely 
thanked the leaders of 
S o n  L a  p r o v i n c e  f o r 
their warm welcome and 
explained the reasons for 
the delegation’s visit.

The two s ides  a lso 
discussed agr icul tural 

issues and the Lao Front 
delegation asked Son La 
province authorities to try 
to persuade Vietnamese 
businesses to invest in 
Huaphan province.

The delegation from 
H u a p h a n  p r o v i n c e 
suggested that Vietnamese 
businesses invest in a fruit 
processing factory, the 
production of fertiliser, 
and vaccines for livestock 
and poultry. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e 
Lao de lega t ion  asked 
Vi e t n a m e s e  e x p e r t s 
t o  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l 
t r a in ing  on  l ives tock 
breeding,  agr icul ture , 
food processing, and the 
efficient use of fertiliser.
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Times Reporters

National Road No. 
9 in Savannakhet 
province’s Xepon 

district was once a battlefield 
to fight the heavily armed 
American aggressors day 
and night. The enemy troops 
were fully equipped with 
modern tanks, airplanes, and 
artillery.

According to Lao soldiers, 
the Vietnamese soldiers 
and the Lao revolutionary 
movement fought at the 
battle of Lam Son 719 in 
Savannakhet which took 
place around 1970 and ended 
the same year.

T h e  L a o - V i e t 
C o m m e m o r a t i v e  Wa r 
Museum in Dong village of 
Xepon district was built to 
commemorate the efforts of 
Lao and Vietnamese soldiers 
in the Lam Son 719 battle and 
along Road No. 9 in Laos 
during the Indochina war.

The  Lam Son  719 
battle in Xepon district of 
the province was one of 
many places in Laos that 
witnessed heavy conflict 
during the struggle against 
foreign aggressors. Both our 
countries’ soldiers fought 
bravely and sacrificed their 
lives to protect their lands 

from American aggressors, 
the soldiers recalled.

The Vietnamese voluntary 
fighters who sacrificed their 
lives together with the 
Lao people during the war 
symbolises the profound and 
special solidarity between the 
Lao and Vietnamese people. 
Today, the museum also 
serves as a research centre 
in the field of war history 
and the Lao revolutionary 
movement.

In Quanq Tri of Vietnam, 
the Vietnamese government 
has built a victory memorial 
for the Vietnamese soldiers 
who sacrificed their lives in 
Vietnam and in the Lam Son 
719 battle and along Road 

Remembering the battle of Savannakhet

No. 9 in Laos.
According to Vietnam 

News, 50 years on, the heroic 
Second Battle of Quang Trị 
is much remembered. The 
battle, sometimes named 
Operation Lam Son 72, raged 
for 81 days from June 28 to 
September 16, 1972.

The sacrifices made by 
the Vietnam People’s Army 
against the American-backed 
Sai Gon troops remain a 
source of overwhelming 

pride for locals to this day.
On June 28, US-backed 

Sai Gon troops moved to 
Lam Son, passing My Chanh 
River, advancing along 
National Highway 1A to 
Quang Trị Town.

The two most powerful 
divis ions ,  the  Marine 
Division and Airborne 
Division, supported by the 
Rangers Corps of the Sai 
Gon regime were mobilised 
for this battle.

The troops were fully 
equipped with modern tanks, 
airplanes, and heavy artillery.

On July 3, the enemy 
marched to Long Hung 
Junction, in today’s Hai Phu 
Commune, Hai Lang district, 

bordering Quang Trị Town. 
In the first battle, 100 Sai Gon 
soldiers were killed, and five 
tanks were destroyed.

In the following days, the 
Sai Gon troops continued to 
attack with heavy firepower.

Veteran Nguyen Van 
Binh, now 68, recalls the 
horror: “To be honest, we 
– the new recruits – were 
terrified the first few days. 
Then we got used to that and 
patiently fought back, trying 

to take back each house, each 
metre of land without fearing 
death.”

Acting as a local scout, 
Binh continuously travelled 
around the area to get 
information about the enemy 
and report it to the command. 
He understood the severity of 
the situation.

In the first days, he said 
the enemy shot some 500 
artillery shells at Quang Trị 
Town, without mentioning 
hundreds of bombs from 
the aircraft. When under 
counterattacks from the North 
Vietnam army, the enemy 
doubled their firepower.

“Though we suffered 
s e r i o u s l y ,  w e  w e r e 

determined to fight without 
any fear,” Bình said.

Cao Xuan Y, another 
veteran who is now residing 
in Quang Trị Town, was a 
soldier of Battalion 808 of the 
Quang Trị provincial army.

Y remembered how the 
night sky at the Quang Trị 
Citadel was lit up as if it 
were daytime by artillery and 
bomb explosions. At other 

times the whole sky would 
turn a fiery red.

After crossing Thạch Han 
River, he and his comrades 
quickly dug a shelter in the 
night, to be ready to fight the 
next morning. “Each shelter 
hosted three men, we shot 
whenever we saw enemy,” Y 
said. “We barely had a single 
minute’s break.”

“At night, the team on 

the ground looked for bomb 
craters to find some water. 
We soaked dried rice in water 
to eat. We had no choice. It 
didn’t matter if the water was 
not clean. We just ate the rice.

“Sometimes, the enemy 
launched attacks even when 
we were eating. So we had 
to cancel our meal to fight. 
Even bathing was a luxury 
back then.”

Vi e t n a m  w a s  a b l e 
to reunite the country in 
April 1975 and Laos gained 
independence in December 
1975.

Savannakhet province 
is situated on the Mekong 
riverbank and the province 
shares borders with Vietnam 
and Thailand.

 The province is a growing 
hub for trade and services in 
the Greater Mekong Sub-
region, as it is located along 
the East-West Corridor 
linking Thailand, Laos, and 
Vietnam on Road No. 9.

Road No. 9 links Vietnam, 
Laos, and Thailand and is 
heavily used by companies 
involved in investment, trade, 
and tourism. The road links 
the Lao-Thai border with the 
Lao-Vietnamese border over 
a distance of 241.6 km.

A tank at the Lao-Viet Commemorative War Museum. (File photo)

The National Road No. 9 in Savannakhet province. (File photo)

This story marks the Laos-Vietnam Solidarity and Friendship Year 2022 and celebrates the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries and the 45th anniversary of the signing of the Laos-Vietnam Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation.
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Opinion

Lamphone Pasanthong
 
Mr Vandy Duanvilay, a 
resident of Borikhamxay 
province: It’s true that the 
amount of land available 
for farming is shrinking. 
Some rice fields lie empty 
and it’s clear that no one 
is growing anything, 

especially in Vientiane. 
A lot of agricultural 
land is under threat from 
development projects, and 
more and more land is 
being used for construction 
purposes. I don’t think 
it’s good that so much 
arable land is being used 
for construction, including 
industrial parks. It’s good 
that the government will 
issue a decree to preserve 
land for crop cultivation, 
to safeguard the 
government’s food security 
strategy and enable 
sustainable agricultural 
production. This decree 
should be put into practice 
urgently and effectively. 
The authorities should 
provide more information 
to the public to ensure 
that they understand the 
situation and realise the 
importance of this issue.  

Ms Xeun, a government 
official in Vientiane: I’m 

What should be done to preserve 
more land for agriculture?

Fewer farmers are growing rice, especially in Vientiane, as many have given up farming while more and 
more land around the city is being appropriated for the construction of commercial property. The Ministry of 

Agriculture is formulating a decree aimed at banning the use of agricultural and irrigated land for commercial 
construction, aiming to preserve 4.5 million hectares of land for agricultural production over the next 30 years. 

glad that the government is 
allowing investors to lease 
land or obtain concessions 
to operate a business. Such 
projects will speed up the 
development of Laos, but 
unfortunately some project 
operators have broken 
the regulations and have 
harmed the soil, water and 
forests in some areas. The 
state and some individuals 
have suffered because 
of these projects. I don’t 
know if the authorities 
ever check documents in 

detail before approving 
a development project, 
or maybe they are paid 
off by the investors. But 
the government should 
consider the possible 
effects of any project 
before approving it. I think 
it’s more difficult to tackle 
the illegal occupation of 
land if the authorities don’t 
respect the laws. 
 
Ms Vongdeun, a resident 
of Luang Prabang 
province: Many farmers 
in Vientiane have stopped 
growing rice because of 
rising costs. And it’s quite 
difficult to hire workers to 
help with farming because 
young people want to do 
other kinds of work. No 
one wants to do farming 

because it’s hard work 
and dirty, so if they have 
another option they will 
take it. And of course, farm 
labourers don’t get paid 

much. A lot of villages 
around here have a large 
number of older people 
and children, and they 
can’t work in the fields. So 
we end up selling our land 
to investors and companies 
that inevitably want to 
build on it. It’s good that 
the government intends 
to preserve farmland, 
but they should also give 
more support to farmers 
in the way of information, 
modern technology, and 
funding. This would 
encourage more people to 
continue farming and grow 
the crops we need.    
 
Mr Lae Luangxay, a 
government official 

in Xaysettha district, 
Vientiane: Yes, a lot 
of farmland has been 
given over to other uses, 
especially in large towns. 
Now there are lots of 
apartments and factories 
being built and some parts 

of the country have been 
completely transformed 
because land has been 
sold to developers. I think 
the sectors responsible 
should allocate land more 
wisely and ensure there 
is sufficient farmland 

for crop cultivation. We 
need land to support the 
government’s food security 
strategy and ensure that 
enough crops can be 
grown to feed everyone. 
We don’t want to continue 
to import more food. 
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Vacancy Notice

The World Health Organization has a vacancy for the position of:

STC to support the National Immunisation Programme, Mother and Health 
Centre, Ministry of Health (MoH) of Lao PDR in the training of COVID-19 

vaccination and routine immunization at all levels
(for the period of 6 months)

Purpose of the Post:

This consultancy will support the National Immunisation Programme, Mother and 
Health Centre, Ministry of Health (MoH) of Lao PDR in the training of COVID-19 
vaccination and routine immunization at all levels.

Description of Duties:
Under the supervision of the Vaccine-Preventable Disease & Immunization (VDI) 
Team Lead and the management of the WHO Representative, the consultant will be 
responsible for delivering the following:
Output 1: COVID-19 vaccination and routine immunization training 
preparation - Assist the National Immunization Programme on the preparation of 
COVID-19 vaccination and Routine immunization training
• Deliverable 1.1: Support NIP on drafting and finalizing workplan for the training. 
• Deliverable 1.2:  Support NIP on budgeting for the training and ensuring funds to 

the provincial, district and Heath centre level are available on time.
• Deliverable 1.3: Under the supervision of WHO technical staff, develop 

training materials, pre-/post-training tests, and relevant information/education/
communication materials  

• Deliverable 1.4: Coordinate between other development partners regarding 
training-related activities.

Output 2: Rollout of COVID-19 vaccination and routine immunization training
• Deliverable 2.1 – Support NIP on the rollout of COVID-19 training at all levels.   

Output 3: COVID-19 vaccination and routine immunization training monitoring 
and evaluation

• Deliverable 3.1 – Together with NIP, monitor progress and implementation of the 
training at all levels.

• Deliverable 3.2 – Draft technical report on COVID-19 vaccination and routine 
immunization training. 

Output 4: framework and stakeholder mapping for MCH/NIP training center 
• Deliverable 4.1 – support MCH/NIP on planning of MCH/NIP training center 

project by developing framework and stakeholder mapping for the training center

Knowledge & Skills: 
Knowledge and skills on training and training curriculum development.

Education:
University degree education, communication, public health or related field. An 
advanced degree is desirable.

Experience:
Minimum of 2 year of working experience in education, communication, public 
health or related field. The experience of working within the UN system or with UN 
partners is desirable.  

Languages:  
Written and spoken fluency in Lao and English are essential. Written and spoken 
fluency in another UN or Lao language is desirable

Interested and qualified candidates are invited to submit applications and 
curriculum vitae in the English language with a subject “ STC to support 
the National Immunisation Programme, Mother and Health Centre, Ministry of 
Health (MoH) of Lao PDR in the training of COVID-19 vaccination and routine 
immunization at all levels.”
” to the following Email address : wplaohr@who.int by 6 Jul 2022 at 17:00 PM.

The United Nations 
Public Service 
Day is observed 
e a c h  y e a r  o n 

June 23 and is a day to 
reflect on the importance 
of services rendered by 
public servants. 

The day is also marked 
to highlight the principles 
o f  g o o d  g o v e r n a n c e 
and  t o  r ecogn i se  t he 
cont r ibu t ion  made  by 
public sector officials to 
the development process. 

Citizens feedback on public services in Laos
Thi s  yea r ’s  pub l i c 

service day focuses on the 
role of public institutions 
and public servants in 
b u i l d i n g  b a c k  b e t t e r 
from Covid-19 in light 
of the 2030 agenda and 
implementation of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

 I t  is  important  for 
L a o s ’ p u b l i c  s e c t o r 
to monitor compliance 
with target 16.6 of the 
SDGs (enhanc ing  the 

effectiveness, transparency 
and  accountabi l i ty  of 
public institutions) and to 
what extent public services 
are reaching Lao citizens and 
especially the vulnerable 
groups who face multiple 
barriers in accessing public 
services. 

U N D P i n  L a o s  i n 
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
recently released a report 
on the second Service Users 
Feedback Survey (SUFS) 

A resident of Kham district in Xieng Khuang province receives healthcare.

2021.
The key objectives of 

the survey were to collect 
feedback from citizens on 
six main public services, 
namely primary education, 
primary health care, water 
supply and sanitation, 
public works (roads and 
br idges ) ,  agr icu l tu ra l 
extension services, and civil 
registration.  

The feedback obtained 
through the survey was 
analysed on the basis of 
governance dimensions 
such as access to services, 
quality of services, and 
transparency in service 
provision. 

It is interesting to note 
that more than 50 percent 
of  respondents  s ta ted 
that there was need for 
improvement across all 
the six services in terms 
of access. 

With regard to the quality 
of services, the health 
sector recorded the highest 
level of satisfaction with 
44 percent of respondents 
stating that they were 
satisfied. The education 
and health sectors scored 
higher than other services 
in terms of transparency 
with a score of 56 percent. 
However, what should be 
noted is that there is still 
a considerable percentage 
o f  c i t i zens  expec t ing 
improvement across all 
six basic services. 

P e r s o n s  w i t h 
disabilities, who comprise 
15 percent of the global 
p o p u l a t i o n ,  a r e  a l s o 
citizens with disabilities in 
their respective countries.  

One of  the  notable 
features of the two rounds 
of the SUFS (2019 and 
2021) conducted by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
was inclusion of persons 
with disabilities as one of 
the target groups, to record 

their level of satisfaction 
with the six public services 
being provided at the local 
level.

I t  i s  in te res t ing  to 
note that the WHO Brief 
Model Disability Survey 
conducted  in  Laos  in 
2019 indicated that the 
prevalence of moderate 
disability among the adult 
population in Laos was 56 
percent and the prevalence 
of severe disabilities was 
23 percent.  

The second round of the 
Service Users Feedback 
Survey collected feedback 
from a small percentage of 
citizens with disabilities. 
This  was  l a rge ly  due 
to  l ack  o f  awareness 
amongst local authorities 
and enumerators of the 
survey on what constitutes 
a person with disabilities 
u n d e r  t h e  n a t i o n a l 
disability law. 

Village leaders play a 
crucial role in identifying 
persons with disabilities 
and in ensuring that they 
have  acces s  t o  ba s i c 
services, so enhancing 
their  awareness  about 
people with disabilities is 
critical. 

The three top services 
identified for improvement 
by citizens with disabilities 
were roads and bridges, 
water and sanitation, and 
education. It should be 
noted tha t  the  survey 
results indicated barriers 
faced by children with 
disabilities in accessing 
education.  

C i t i z e n s  w i t h 
disabilities also expressed 
their views about staff 
competency.  Through 
the survey they indicated 
that public works, water 
and sanitation, and health 
sector staff need to enhance 
their competencies. 

Since health services 

are widely uti l ised by 
persons with disabilities, 
there is general expectation 
that health department 
s taff  need to  increase 
their level of engagement 
(attentiveness) towards 
persons with disabilities. 

Registering complaints 
with the Village Leaders 
Office is the widely used 
mechanism for grievance 
resolution by persons with 
disabilities. 

O n c e  a g a i n ,  i t  i s 
vital to ensure that this 
office accords priority to 
addressing complaints by 
people with disabilities 
in accordance with the 
relevant legislation. 

A very small percentage 
of persons with disabilities 
pa r t i c ipa te  in  v i l l age 
development meetings, 
which could be largely due 
to environmental barriers.  

Efforts to build back 
better remain incomplete 
w i t h o u t  m a k i n g 
governance inclusive for 
persons with disabilities. 

So also, the principle 
of ‘Leave no one behind’ 
will remain as rhetoric 
u n l e s s  d e v e l o p m e n t 
partners  make s incere 
efforts to include persons 
with disabilities in their 
respective development 
policies and programmes.  

L a o s  h a s  s e e n 
remarkable growth in the 
capacities of organisations 
ass i s t ing  people  wi th 
disabilities and their role in 
taking forward the agenda 
for inclusive development. 

E n g a g e m e n t  w i t h 
representative organisations 
of persons with disabilities 
is highly desired so that their 
needs and concerns are 
appropriately addressed 
by public service providers 
and partners working in 
the development sector.  

–Source: UNDP
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Entertainment

KOREA (The Korea Herald/
ANN) -- Cannes-winning 
director Park Chan-wook 
said his new film “Decision 
to Love” shows what he 
considers to be mature love 
between two adults.

“I started the movie 
thinking I would like to tell 
a story that only experienced 
people will understand,” the 

‘Decision to Leave,’ Cannes-winner 
Park Chan-wook‘s version of mature love

director said during a press 
conference at Yongsan CGV 
on Tuesday.

“When we are young, 
we show all our emotions 
and express them, but as we 
get older, due to different 
situations and circumstances, 
it is difficult to be honest about 
our feelings,” Park added.

Although “Decision to 

Leave” depicts the love story 
of two grown-ups, the director 
said he intentionally avoided 
including sex scenes to make 
the film more provocative.

“I told people I would 
make a love story about 
adults, and they immediately 
responded by saying, ‘it will 
be a movie with provocative 
scenes.’ That was when I 

(From left) Korean actor Park Hye-il, director Park Chan-wook 
and Chinese actor Tang Wei pose after a press conference 
for “Decision to Leave” held at Yongsan CGV on Tuesday. 

--Photo the Korea Heralda

decided to do exactly the 
opposite,” Park said.

Unlike Park‘s previous 
R-rated movies like “The 
Handmaiden”  (2016) , 
“Stoker” (2013), and “Thirst” 
(2009), “Decision to Leave” is 
rated PG 15.

While retaining Park’s 
unique cinematographic style 
and use of exotic, patterned 
wallpapers, the movie focuses 
on the emotions of the two 
protagonists-- Hye-jun (Park 
Hye-il) and Seo-rae (Tang 
Wei). Hye-jin is a hard-
working police officer who 
looks into a suspicious death 
that occurred on a mountain. 
He comes to suspect the dead 
man‘s wife, the mysterious 
Seo-rae (Tang Wei), as being 
involved in the crime. As Hye-
jun investigates Seo-rae, he 
becomes attracted to her.

Chinese actor Tang 
performs most of her scenes 
in Korean. Although her 

character, Seo-rae, is Chinese 
and speaks Korean with a 
Chinese accent, she is fluent 
and uses advanced vocabulary 
that she learned from watching 
Korean period dramas.

“To be honest, I don’t 
speak Korean at all,” Tang 
said. “I felt like I was hitting 
the wall when memorising 
all the (Korean) lines to 
perform.”

Tang explained that 
filming this movie was 
challenging because when 
she “spoke” Korean, she had 
to think about the meaning in 
Chinese.

“It was amazing how she 
kept calm while so much was 
going on inside her head,” 
director Park added.

Co-star Park spoke about 
what it was like to work with 
such a renowned director for 
the first time.

“When filming scenes 
that had to capture the subtle 

emotions of my character, the 
director was very supportive 
of my decisions. So I had fun 
performing. I also learned a 
lot from working with Tang 
Wei,” he said.

After the screening at the 
75th Cannes Film Festival, 
some suggested that the film 
has hints of Alfred Hitchcock 
about it. Park said he did 
not use Hitchcock‘s films 
as a direct reference, but his 
influence may be there.

“The films of Hitchcock 
are what I  studied as 
a university student. So I 
thought it was funny because 
his films seem to have been 
embedded in my blood,” 
Park said.

The director, who watched 
the movie with Korean 
film industry insiders on 
Tuesday, also mentioned his 
disappointment in the reaction 
of Korean audiences.

“ I  f e l t  a n  i n t e n s e 
atmosphere in the theater, 
and people did not ease up 
quickly. At the beginning, 
there is a scene where Tang 
Wei’s character says, ‘cold-
headed person.’ That scene 
was intended to make the 
audience laugh, but nobody 
laughed. That hurt my 
feelings,” Park said jokingly.

“This movie is not overly 
serious and has some funny 
moments. I hope the audience 
watch it without prejudice,” 
he added.

The Cannes best director 
prize-winning film “Decision 
to Leave” will hit local 
theaters on June 29.
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What’s on

House for Rent
In Center of Vientiane 
Capital, Xiengngeun 
Village, Chanthabouly 
District, Vientiane
Nearly Taladsao Shopping 
Mall and Centre of many 
Bank, 4 Bad rooms, 3 Bath 
rooms and one Kitchen
More information call 
(+ 85620) 5560 8444 (Lao)
(+85620) 5471 7977 (Eng)

China junior cultural 
ambassadors event

The China 
Soong 
Ching Ling 
Foundation, 
with the 
support of 
the Bureau 

of International Exchange and Cooperation, 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the People’s 
Republic of China, and working together with 
China Cultural Centers Overseas, invites young 
people aged 13-16 to participate in this event to 
strengthen communication and understanding 
and write a new chapter of friendship among 
young people around the world. 
When: Deadline for submission is July 31. 
Where: Applicants should fill in the registration 
information online and submit videos as 
required at https://vote6.gmw.cn/photo-list.
html?collection_id=489
For further information E-mail: hdzj@sclc2017.
org or Tel. (+86) 010-53935571, (+86) 
13511080846

Coffee competition
Le Grandpère Café will hold a pour over coffee 
competition, when everyone is invited to learn 
more about coffee and discuss issues related 
to the popular beverage in order to develop 
the coffee community. The competitors will 
come from different coffee shops in Laos and 
neighbouring countries. There will be local and 
international judges and important guests from 
among the coffee community. 
When: July 1-3
Where: Vientiane Center.

Seminar on Japanese studies
The Department of Integrated Global 
Studies, Hiroshima University, will hold 
online events on June 25 and July 23 
(Japanese), and on June 18 and July 15 
(English). If you are interested in studying in 
Japan, please attend this seminar.
When: June 25 and July 23 (Japanese), 
and on June 18 and July 15 (English).
Where: Register by scanning the QR 
code in the picture or for more information 
email: igs-info@hiroshima-u.ac.jp, www.
hiroshima-u.ac.jp/en/igs/  

Malaysia scholarships
The Malaysian Technical Cooperation 
Programme is offering scholarships for 
2022/2023. The scholarships are sponsored 
by the Malaysian government and awarded 
to students from developing countries for 
postgraduate studies in Malaysia. The duration 
of the award is 12 to 24 months for a Master’s 
Degree Programme. 
When: Applications accepted until July 16.
Where: Submit at https://biasiswa.mohe.gov.my/
INTER/index.php. 
Enquiries: mtcp@kln.gov.my or international@
mohe.gov.my 

Running competition
The Golden Triangle Special 
Economic Zone will hold a 
running competition to mark 
International Day against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
on June 26, with the aim of 
raising awareness among 
young people of the dangers 
of drugs. Everyone is invited 
to enter the competition. The winner will receive 
105 million kip or 50,000 Chinese yuan, and a 
trophy. 
When: Registration is open until June 25, with 
the race to take place on June 26 from 4-7pm.
Where: Register by scanning the QR code on 
the picture or going to the administration office.
For more information visit www.facebook.com/
Golden.Triangle.Special.Economic.Zone

Dance workshop audition
The Fanglao Dance Company invites young 
people to apply to this workshop 
to seek artists and dancers to 
participate in new projects. The 
winner will have the chance to 
perform with the company.
When: Registration until July 15.
Where: Apply at https://forms.gle/
FCTxoENiFcgscsQj9
Call: 020 52262111 

International Day of Yoga  
The Embassy of India in partnership with the Lao 
government is observing the 8th International 
Day of Yoga and invites everyone to take part. 
When: Saturday 25 June from 5pm. 
Where: Thatluang grounds, Vientiane. Please 
register by e-mail at: emb.vientianne@mea.gov.
in, or call: 021-352301/302/303.

ODOP Fair
This popular fair features 
locally made goods 
including handicrafts, 
jewellery, agricultural 
produce, food and 

beverages, and goods from other countries. There 
will also be various fun activities. 
When: June 25 to July 3. 
Where: Lao-ITECC (old building) 
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SPORT

BERLIN (Xinhua) -- Sadio 
Mane is aiming for the 
highest goals with his new 
club Bayern Munich.

“We want to win all 
possible trophies. And I 
will do all to make that 
come true,” the 30-year-old 
Senegal striker said after 
signing a three-year contract 
with the 2020 Champions 
League winners.

“The squad has the 
quality to reach the top. It’s 
one of the world’s leading 
sides,” Mane stated.

The former Liverpool 
forward spoke about the 
Champions League and the 
Ballon d’Or as targets when 
presented to the public this 
Wednesday in the Allianz 
Arena.

The 2019 Champions 
League winner said he 
doesn’t feel like a new 
Bayern icon or one of the 
league’s figureheads. “I am 
a footballer always talking 
about the team as the star. 
It’s up to me to support the 
team on its way to success,” 
the 2022 Africa Cup of 
Nations winner commented.

Mane said he is thankful 
for at time in Liverpool 

Times Reporters 

More than 400 runners from 
Laos and other countries, 
including those in the junior 
and beginner categories, 
will compete in the Golden 
Triangle 2nd Half Marathon 
in Tonpheung district , 
Bokeo province on Sunday, 
to mark International Day 
against Drug Abuse.

The event also marks 
the 15th anniversary of the 
Golden Triangle Special 
Economic Zone.

Runners will come from 
China, Myanmar, Thailand 
and Laos.

 There will  be 8km 
races in the U-15 and U-45 
categories, and a 21km race 
for beginners. There are 20 
prizes up for grabs by the 
winners, worth more than 
488 million kip.  

T h e  e v e n t  i s  c o -
o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e 
Golden Triangle Special 
Economic Zone in Bokeo 
province, the Lao Athletics 
Federation, and Bokeo 
province officials.

The winners in each 
category will be awarded 
cups, trophies and gold 
medals, while those placed 
second will  get  si lver 

medals.
Laos’ top female runner, 

Lodkeo Inthakoumman, and 
her friends from Vientiane 
will compete in the event,

Lodkeo is hopeful of 
success on the back of 

her gold medal win in 
the women’s 21km event 
of the Nakhon Phanom-
Khammuan  Mara thon 
Season 4, which took place 
on Sunday across the Lao-
Thai border.

Runners get into stride for 
Golden Triangle half marathon

One of the gold medals up for grabs in the Golden Triangle 
half marathon on Sunday.

and the understanding of 
coach Jurgen Klopp. “He 
is a great manager and he 
could understand that I am 
up for a new challenge after 
six years.”

In a social media posting, 
Klopp spoke about the 
departing striker as one of 
Liverpool’s greatest.

“I will miss him,” the 
coach said. “With him, 
one of the world’s best is 
leaving. Therefore, this is a 
significant moment. His star 
will continue to rise, there 
is no doubt. Everyone who 
loves Liverpool must love 
Sadio Mane.”

After having played 
in France, Austria and 
England, the Bundesliga is 
the challenge he has been 
looking for, the new Bayern 
arrival said. “My life has 
been full of challenges 
and I love challenges,” the 
attacker added, after the 
Reds agreed on a transfer 
fee of 32 million euros 
plus bonuses of up to nine 
million euros.

Mane called Bayern the 
right club at the right time.

He sa id  he  a lways 
followed the Bavarian side 

when playing for Salzburg. 
“Playing for Salzburg, 
you dream of the biggest 
clubs in Europe. And you 
follow the Bundesliga 
and especially Bayern as 
the town is nearby,” the 
2020 Premier League title 
winner stated.

When it comes to Oliver 
Kahn, Bayern’s new arrival 
can be optimistic of playing 
in the same team as Robert 
Lewandowski.

The club’s chairman said 
Lewandowski has to fulfil 
his contract which runs until 
2023, despite rumors about 
offers from Barcelona.

“At the moment we don’t 
deal with anything else. We 
have a responsibility to 
make the club as successful 
as possible,” the former 
German national keeper 
said.

The 33-year-old Pole 
has proven his value for 
the club, Kahn added. “We 
saw his contribution over 
the past years and we will 
see that in the next season. 
He has got a contract until 
2023, nothing else counts 
for us,” the club official 
said.

Mane aiming for Champions 
League with Bayern, Kahn shuts 

door for Lewandowski


