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Times Reporters

A first ever display in Laos 
on July 13 of the business 
jet Gulfstream Aerospace 
G500, made by American 

aircraft company Gulfstream 
General Dynamics, attracted 
many exclusive visitors.

The jet landed at Wattay 
International Airport in 
Vientiane, creating huge 

Gulfstream launches first viewing of G500 jet in Laos
interest among government 
off ic ials  and business 
leaders such as JDB’s 
Chairman of the Board 
of Director, Mr Ekaphanh 
Phaphithack, as they got 

The Gulfstream G500 on display at Wattay International Airport in Vientiane.

an exclusive viewing.
The Gulfstream G500 

was exhibited in other 
countries before arriving 
in Laos, but this was the 
first time that Gulfstream 

General Dynamics revealed 
the plane to potential Lao 
customers. 

The private viewing 
was warmly welcomed by 
Gulfstream representatives 
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s a l e s 
representative of the jet in 
Laos, Aerodyne Aviation 
Service Co., Ltd.

After viewing the plane, 
some of the guests and 
company representatives 
discussed the G500 in 
detail, while some viewers 
showed special interest 
in purchasing the jet at a 
future date. Gulfstream 
flew the first purpose-built 
business jet in 1958. Today 
there are more than 3,000 
aircraft in service around 
the world, but the company 
arranged the first private 
viewing of the plane in Laos 
last Wednesday to allow 
invited guests to experience 
firsthand the wonders of the 

luxury jet.
A representat ive of 

Aerodyne Aviation Service 
Co . ,  L td .  s a id  “Th i s 
event marks the history 
of Gulfstream General 
Dynamics’ product’s grand 
opening in Laos.”

“ T h a t  m e a n s  t h e 
company shows their interest 
in and places importance on 
Lao customers while seeing 
the growing capacity of 
the economy and tourism, 
as well as the expanding 
aviation industry.”

The Gulfstream G500 
is a long range jet that is 
typically outfitted with three 
cabin zones.

The inside of the jet has 
a luxury design with modern 
technology and functions to 
ensure a comfortable and 
peaceful environment for 
passengers.

The jet can hold up to 

Australia: A wonderful 
place to visit
[Page 10]

( C h i n a  D a i l y / A N N ) 
-- Crisis-hit Sri Lanka 
needs a new functioning 
government to overcome 
its economic and political 
predicament, experts say.

It is hard for the Indian 
Ocean nation to rely on 
any immediate assistance 
from international monetary 
institutions, including the 
International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank, 
to save themselves, they 
said. Also, relief from these 
organisations has conditions 
attached that may negatively 
impact it.

“The ongoing political 
turmoil will  adversely 
affect IMF involvement 
(in helping Sri Lanka) as 
the government is seen as 
unstable,” said Bernard 
Goonetilleke, chairman of 
the Sri Lankan think tank 
Pathfinder Foundation. “The 
IMF involvement will be 
slow, approximately six 
months to kick in.”

Sri Lanka’s parliament 
is expected to elect a new 
president on Wednesday, 
and nominations for the 
presidency will be accepted 
on Tuesday. Parliament 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
Dhammika Dasanayake 
i n f o r m e d  l e g i s l a t o r s 
t ha t  nomina t i ons  fo r 

Sri Lanka 
seeks 
global 
support

Laos, Vietnam stage 
photo exhibition to 
depict strong bonds of 
friendship
[Page 3]

Times Reporters 

Top leaders from Laos 
and Vietnam gathered in 
Vientiane on Monday to 
officially celebrate Laos-
Vietnam Solidarity and 
Friendship Year, highlighting 
the strengthening ties and 
special solidarity between 
the two countries over the 
past decades.

The grand event to mark 
the 60th anniversary of the 
two countries’ diplomatic 
relations (September 5, 
1962-2022) and the 45th 
anniversary of the signing of 
the bilateral Treaty of Amity 
and Cooperation (July 18, 
1977-2022) was attended by 
senior leaders from the two 

countries.
Among  them were 

Party Secretary General 
a n d  S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t 
Thong loun  S i sou l i th , 
Prime Minister Phankham 
Viphavanh, President of 
the National Assembly 
D r  X a y s o m e p h o n e 
Phomvihane, and Politburo 
member and permanent 
member of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee’s Secretariat, Vo 
Van Thuong.

Speaking at the event, 
President Thongloun said 
“Today, we recall and express 
our gratitude to the great 
President Ho Chi Minh and 
the two beloved Presidents 
Kaysone Phomvihane and 

Laos, Vietnam mark 
two historic days

Souphanouvong, who gave 
birth to, acted as models, 
and nurtured and enhanced 
the friendship and special 
solidarity between Laos and 
Vietnam decades ago.”

Mr Thongloun recalled 
how the Lao and Vietnamese 
people and armies fought 
side by side against invading 
powers to liberate their 
homelands.

Dien Bien Phu was one of 
the most significant battles 
of the war, when the surprise 
defeat of the old colonial 
power led to the signing 
of the Geneva Accord of 
1954. This recognised the 
independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity 
of the three Indochina 

President Thongloun Sisoulith and other senior leaders from Laos and Vietnam stand for national anthems at the official 
celebration of the two historical days. 

nations, Laos, Cambodia 
and Vietnam. 

The mutual assistance 
enabled the Lao revolution 
to grow, leading to the 
establishment of the Lao 
People’s Party on March 
22, 1955, which today is 
known as the Lao People’s 
Revolutionary Party.

The two sides reaffirmed 
t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
further  s trengthen the 
great friendship, special 
solidarity, mutual trust, 
mutual  assistance and 
comprehensive cooperation 
between Laos and Vietnam. 

Mr Vo Van Thuong said 
the two historic days were 
deeply meaningful for the 
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Times Reporters

China continues to be the 
largest investor in Laos, 
with cumulative investment 
of about US$16.4 billion in 
833 projects, according to 
the Minister of Planning and 
Investment, Mr Khamjane 
Vongphosy. 

A r e a s  o f  C h i n e s e 
investment are diverse, 
with the country ploughing 
money into small, medium 
and large enterprises, state-
owned enterprises, and 
private companies.

A l a rg e  c h u n k  o f 
investment money has 
funded the Laos-China 
railway, the Vientiane-
Vangvieng expressway, the 
Saysettha Development 
Zone, the Boten-Bohan 
Special Economic Zone, 
power transmission lines 
and hydropower plants, 
which  have  de l ivered 
significant benefits  to 
both Laos and China, Mr 
Khamjane said.

Speaking at a meeting 
o f  L a o  a n d  C h i n e s e 
government officials and 
business operators,  he 
said “On this occasion, I 
would like to discuss ways 
to promote and manage 
private sector investment 
in Laos and abroad in the 
future.”

“There is considerable 
interest  in investment 
in the mining sector, so 
in the process of project 
consideration and approval, 
it is important to focus on 
the terms and conditions set 
by investors.”

With regard to energy 

genera t ion ,  i t  i s  a l so 
important to continue to 
monitor the implementation 
o f  M e m o r a n d u m s  o f 
Understanding and Project 
Development Agreements, 
Mr Khamjane said.

The government plans 
to expand the electricity 
market in neighbouring 
countries to create openings 
for projects  that  have 
potential but lack market 
opportunities, he added.
Agriculture also has a great 
deal of potential and has 
received a lot of attention 
from Chinese investors.

T h i s  m e a n s  t h e 
government must actively 
e n c o u r a g e  i n c r e a s e d 
p r o d u c t i o n  t o  t a k e 
advantage of new market 
opportunities in China, 
and ensure that more fruit 
and vegetables are grown 
for sale to China.

Meanwhile, the service 
sector and infrastructure 
development are growing 
rapidly, with the building 
of new roads, districts and 
ports, which require large 
amounts of land. 

T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t 
both central and local 
governments must quickly 
determine the boundaries 
of concession areas so that 
investors can design and 
develop projects in a short 
space of time.

F r i d a y ’s  m e e t i n g 
provided a  forum for 
discussions around China’s 
business and investment 
operations in Laos, and 
aimed to further build 
good relations between 
the Lao government and 

Chinese investment in Laos 
tops US$16 billion

Chinese investors.  
At the same time, China 

is building a platform for 
broader understanding 
between the Lao government 
and investors and creating 
mechanisms to enable 
government officials to 
understand the difficulties 
faced by Chinese businesses 
in Laos.

Minister of Planning and Investment Mr Khamjane Vongphosy (right) speaks at a meeting 
of Lao government officials and Chinese business operators last week. 

Times Reporters

Registration for university 
entrance exams has begun, 
with universities around the 
country expecting to enroll 
thousands of new students in 
the 2022-23 academic year.

University administrators 
in Vientiane and the provinces 
will inform the Ministry of 
Education and Sports of the 
numbers they can accept, 
after which the ministry will 
approve the figures submitted. 

The ministry on July 
13 outlined a timetable for 
entrance exams at universities 
and instructed staff to make 
the necessary preparations.

Candidates can register for 
exams online and at campuses. 
The online process allows fast 
and convenient registration 
while avoiding crowding at 
universities.

Registration for entrance 
exams at the National 
University of Laos is taking 
place from July 18 to August 
10. Students can use a 
smartphone or an internet 
connection to complete online 
registration at the university’s 
website, https://entrance.

nuol.edu.la. The exams will 
take place on August 14 at 
the campus in Vientiane, 
and will comprise maths, 
physics, chemistry, biology, 
Lao language/literature, 
geography, history and 
English. Registration at the 
University of Health Sciences 
in Vientiane is available from 
July 18 to August 5.

Exams will take place at 
the university on August 14 
with candidates to be tested 
in maths, chemistry, biology 
and English.

Entrance exams at the 
University of Savannakhet 

Students register for university entrance exams
will take place on August 
6, at three exam centres in 
Kaysone Phomvihane city and 
Xepon district in Savannakhet 
province and in Thakhaek 
district, Khammuan province.

At  Souphanouvong 
University in Luang Prabang 
province, entrance exams will 
take place on August 16.

Entrance exams for the 
University of Champassak 
will take place on August 24 
at four exam centres, in Pakxe 
city, Champassak province, 
and in the provinces of 
Xekong, Attapeu and Saravan.

Following registration, 

Students discuss their courses at the National University of Laos (NUOL) in Vientiane. --Photo NUOL

students will receive an 
entrance exam identification 
card for use at the campus 
where they registered.

The Ministry of Education 
and Sports has also announced 
a timetable for entrance exams 
at several state and private 
educational institutions across 
the country, where exams will 
take place from August to 
September.

The results will  be 
announced later and classes 
will begin when approved by 
the Ministry of Education and 
Sports after the exam results 
have been publicised.

Times Reporters

P o l i c e  i n  X a y t h a n y 
district, Vientiane, have 
arrested a young woman 
who advertised a currency 
trading service online but 
stole the money transferred 
to her bank account by 
customers.

A senior officer at the 
Public Security Office in 
Xaythany district, Lieutenant 
Colonel Bounleo Keovanna, 
said Ms Kamxeerher, 18, 
from Vangxai village in 
Xaysettha district had been 
arrested on charges of fraud.

On July 6, Ms Kamxeeher 
posted an advertisement 
on Facebook for currency 
exchange services, offering 
favourable exchange rates.

This attracted several 
customers, who transferred 
sums amounting to 3 million 
kip, 100,000 Thai baht and 
US$300 to her bank account.

But after she received 
the money, Ms Kamxeeher 
closed her Facebook page 
and could not be contacted.

Lieutenant  Colonel 
Bounleo said that after being 
informed of the fraud by the 
victims of the scam, they 

tracked down and arrested 
Ms Kamxeerher at the house 
of a relative in Somsamai 
village, Xaythany district.

Police are now preparing 
the case for prosecution.

Meanwh i l e ,  po l i c e 
are continuing to search 
for a Lao woman and her 
husband who are believed 
to have fled the country after 
persuading members of the 
public to invest large sums 
of money in a fraudulent 
savings scheme.

Victims of the scam said 
they were cheated out of a 
total of 20 billion kip, 400 
million Thai baht, and US$4 
million.

Police arrest young woman in 
currency exchange scam

T h e  w o m a n  a t  t h e 
heart  of the scam was 
named as 30-year-old Ms 
Phonethip Xaypanya, aka 
Jey Thip. She lived in 
Phontong Sawath village, 
Chanthabouly district, and 
owns the Layla diamond 
jewellery shop.

She recruited followers 
on Facebook and lured 
them into a money deposit 
scheme that claimed to 
provide 30 percent interest 
every month.

To date, police have been 
unsuccessful in identifying 
the whereabouts of the 
couple since they fled Laos 
almost a month ago.

Lieutenant Colonel Bounleo Keovanna.
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Tourism in Laos is slowly 
but surely reviving in the 
wake of the Covid pandemic, 
with most visitors to Laos 
coming from Thailand and 
travelling to Luang Prabang, 
Oudomxay and Vientiane 
provinces. 

E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r , 
fol lowing the off ic ia l 
reopening of  Laos  in 
January, visitor numbers 
increased by 20-30 percent, 
but in May and June they 
rose by 40-50 percent, 
according to  a  senior 
official from the Ministry 
of Information, Culture and 
Tourism, who wished to 
remain anonymous.

Under the Lao Thiao 
Lao campaign, which was 
designed by the government 
to encourage Lao people 
to explore the country, it 
is hoped that at least 1.9 
million domestic visitors 
will make trips around Laos 
this year, and that at least 
one million foreign visitors 
will come to Laos.

The official urged more 
foreign tourists to visit Laos 
to benefit from improved 
road travel, as well as the 
new Laos-China railway 
which runs through the 
north-west of the country.

A visitor from Bangkok, 
Mr Malaisith Sisomchanh, 
said he had come for a 
holiday arranged by the Lao 
Travel Company.

He had been happy with 
immigration procedures at 
the Lao-Thai Friendship upon 
entry into Laos at Vientiane, 
saying it was easy to depart 
Thailand and then cross the 
bridge into Laos.

He recommended that 
relatives of Lao people 
in Thailand who were 
considering a holiday in 
Laos should arrange tours 
to Vientiane, Meuangfeuang 
district in Vientiane province, 
and to Luang Prabang.

Mr Malaisith encouraged 
Thai people to visit Laos 
because of the similarities 
in language, culture and 
food, while the country 
offered a raft of interesting 
experiences amid stunning 
l a n d s c a p e s .  L a o s  i s 
especially beautiful at this 
time of the year because 
everywhere is green after 
weeks of heavy rainfall, he 
added.

Another Thai tourist, 
from Udon Thani province, 
Mr Xanaphol, told Vientiane 
Times he decided to come 
to Laos after he learnt 
through the Lao Thiao 
Lao tourism campaign that 
all travel restrictions had 
been lifted and people of 
all nationalities were now 

Tourism making a comeback as 
visitors flock to Laos from Thailand 

allowed to enter Laos freely.
After entering Laos at the 

Lao-Thai Friendship Bridge 
in Vientiane, he said “I am 
on a long stopover from 
Thailand over the weekend. 
I read that the government 
has opened up new tourism 
opportunities and that the 
railway is making travel 
in Laos easier than before. 
So I came to visit and take 
the new train to see what 
everything’s like here now.”

He planned to visit the 
Patuxay monument and 
the That Luang stupa in 
Vientiane and then travel 
by train to Luang Prabang, 
Oudomxay and Luang 
Namtha provinces. 

Tourism authorities in 
Luang Prabang province 
have made preparations 
to receive a large influx of 
visitors, with more than 
22,000 people visiting the 
popular Tad Khuangxi 
wate r fa l l  l a s t  month , 
according to the Luang 
Prabang News. 

A stunning waterfall in Ngoy district, Luang Prabang 
province.           --Photo taken from Facebook 

Times Reporters

The Nam Theun 1 hydropower 
dam in Borikhamxay province 
is still ‘100 percent safe’ 
despite the discovery of a leak 
on the right side of the dam, 
the operator of the 650MW 
plant has confirmed.

The confirmation came 
after photos of the leak were 
circulated on social media, 
triggering public concern 
about a possible accident.

Nam Theun 1 Power 
C o m p a n y  L i m i t e d ’s 
consultant for coordination 
with the Lao government, 
Mr Bounyang Phengsouvanh, 
and the committee in charge 
of dam safety on Sunday 
issued the confirmation, the 
Lao News Agency reported.

They said the dam, which 
straddles the Nam Kading 
river in Pakkading district, 
Borikhamxay province, had 
been studied, designed and 
its construction overseen 
by an internationally-
recognised company based 

in Switzerland. In addition, 
a consulting company with 
expertise in the field was hired 
to oversee the construction of 
the dam to ensure its safety, 
the Lao News Agency quoted 
Mr Bounyang as saying.

Built by the Phonesack 
Group Company Limited, 
a reservoir impounding 
ceremony took place at the 
dam on April 1, 2021 when 
construction was 85 percent 
complete. 

In the middle of last 

Nam Theun I dam ‘100 percent safe’ 
despite slight leak, developer says

month, a leak was detected on 
the right side of the dam. The 
project’s consultant inspected 
the leak and said it would 
not affect the structure of 
the dam, Mr Bounyang said. 
Meanwhile, the consultant 
has provided technical details 
about how the leak can be 
effectively rectified. 

Nam Theun 1 Power 
Company Limited was 
granted a concession by the 
Lao government in 2016 to 
build and operate the Nam 

Technical staff inspect the Nam Theun I dam. 
             --Photo Lao News Agency

Times Reporters

Laos and Vietnam are 
continuing to celebrate their 
great friendship, special 
unity and cooperation 
through a photo exhibition, 
which opened on Sunday at 
the Kaysone Phomvihane 
Museum in Vientiane

The event was attended 
by  Pol i tburo  member 
and permanent member 
of the Communist Party 
o f  Vi e t n a m  C e n t r a l 
Committee’s Secretariat, 
Vo Van Thuong, and Laos’ 
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr 
Sonexay Siphandone.

The exhibit ion was 
arranged to mark Laos-
Vietnam Year of Friendship 
and Solidarity 2022, the 
60th anniversary of Lao-
Vietnamese diplomatic 
relations (5/9/1962-5/9/2022), 
and the 45th anniversary 
of  the s igning of  the 
Laos-Vietnam Friendship 
and Cooperation Treaty 
(18/7/1977-18/7/2022). 

The celebration of these 

anniversaries is an indication 
of the strengthening and 
deepening great friendship, 
special  sol idar i ty  and 
comprehensive cooperation 
between the two countries.

The exhibition features 
400 photographs divided 
into three sections.

One section describes 
the origins of the close 
relationship between Laos 
and Vietnam during the 
revolutionary movement and 
the continuation of this strong 
bond through the Vietnam-
Laos diplomatic corps (1930-
1975), which enhanced unity, 
friendship and cooperation 
in the mission to protect and 
develop Laos from 1976 to 
1986.

Another section reflects 
the great friendship, special 
unity and comprehensive 
cooperation between Laos-
Vietnam throughout the 36 
years of transition in the 
New Era from 1986-2022.

Event organisers said there 
were numerous images and 
other items that could not be 

Laos, Vietnam stage photo exhibition 
to depict strong bonds of friendship

displayed at the exhibition due 
to lack of space. 

Al l  of  the  exhibi ts 
depict the vitality, history, 
growth and foundations 
of cooperation and mutual 
support between Laos and 
Vietnam, both during the 
fight for the liberation of 
the two countries and the 
current period of national 
protection and development.

The two countries are 
holding joint activities to 
celebrate Laos-Vietnam 
Year of Friendship and 
Solidarity 2022 as well as 
organising reciprocal visits 
by high-ranking government 
officials.

They are also boosting 
efforts to cooperate with 
each other in the work of 
regional and international 
parliamentary bodies.

The  two  s ides  a r e 
continuing to hold seminars 
on mechanisms and policies 
relating to socio-economic 
development in the aftermath 
of the Covid-19 outbreak in 
Laos and Vietnam.

VIP guests from Laos and Vietnam attend the opening of the photo exhibition in Vientiane. 

Theun 1 hydroelectric dam 
over a period of 27 years.

The dam was 70 percent 
financed by four Thai 
syndicated banks - Bangkok 
Bank Public Company 
Limited, Siam Commercial 
Bank Public Company 
Limited, TISCO Bank Public 
Company Limited and the 
Export-Import Bank of 
Thailand, and 30 percent by 
project shareholders. 

The project shareholders 
are the Phonesack Group 
Company (PSG), Electricity 
Generating Public Company 
Limited (EGCO), and EDL-
Generation Public Company 
(EDL-GEN).

The dam wall is 177 
metres high and 771 metres 
wide. The curved gravity 
roller-compacted concrete 
dam and a reservoir surface 
that covers 9,360 hectares 
can hold about 3,000 million 
cubic metres of water. The 
dam generates electricity for 
sale to EGAT Thailand and 
Électricité du Laos.

two nations of Laos and Vietnam, reflecting the close 
relationship between the two countries and creating even 
stronger foundations for the development of bilateral ties, 
great friendship, special solidarity and cooperation.

Laos and Vietnam are good neighbours and share 
borders along rivers and through mountains. The peoples 
of the two countries not only co-exist in peace, but continue 
to celebrate their joint struggle against foreign domination. 

Vietnam is currently Laos’ key trading partner. The 
value of trade between Laos and Vietnam in the first five 
months of this year reached US$690 million, a year-on-year 
rise of 20 percent over the same period in 2021.

 So far, 214 Vietnamese-funded projects have been 
approved, with a total investment of about US$5.38 billion.

Vietnam ranks third among all countries investing in 
Laos, after China and Thailand.

 Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, Vietnamese 
businesses made a great effort to invest in Laos over 
the first five months of this year, with one project being 
approved and three being revised, with a combined 
worth of US$64.5 million.

Laos, Vietnam... FROM PAGE 1
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Photo SceneS

A Vientiane people’s court has convicted two drug dealers and a drug user and given 
them prison terms and fined them under the nation’s laws.

The court recently heard the cases of Mr Xay, 32, Mr Thongkhoun, 20, and Ms 
Lamyong, 35. They were all residents of Nongpong village in Hadxaifong district of 
Vientiane. However, Mr Xay died in prison because of illness during the trial.

The court convicted the drug dealers-Mr Xay and Mr Thongkhoun-and gave both of 
them a five-year prison sentence and fined them 10 million kip each. On the same day, the 
court convicted the drug user, Ms Lamyong, and gave her a two-year prison term and fined 
her 10 million kip. The court heard that since 2020, Mr Xay had been dealing drugs and he 
had contacted Mr Mit on many occasions to buy drugs. On each occasion, he had bought 400 
amphetamine tablets. They usually met near a road in Nongpong village for their drug deals. 
Mr Xay usually sold the drugs to teenagers in Nongpong and neighbouring villages.

In October 2020, Mr Xay met Ms Lamyong and they started living together but did not 
marry. Mr Xay gave five to 10 amphetamine tablets to Ms Lamyong on many occasions.

On March 8, 2021, Mr Xay telephoned Mr Mit to make a deal to buy 482 amphetamine 
tablets. After he got the drugs, he sold 20 amphetamine tablets to Mr Thongkhoun and 30 
amphetamine tablets to Mr Palaphon and kept the remaining 432 amphetamine tablets.

On March 9, 2021, Ms Lamyong asked Mr Xay for 12 amphetamine tablets. Mr Xay 
had the tablets in his trouser pocket when police arrested him and Ms Lamyong.

The court heard that since 2020, Mr Thongkhoun had been dealing drugs and had 
bought narcotics from Mr Xay on many occasions. On each occasion, he usually bought 
20 to 50 amphetamine tablets and sold them to drugs to teenage drug addicts.

At 9 pm on March 8, 2021, Mr Thongkhoun bought 20 amphetamine tablets at Mr 
Xay’s house. He consumed one tablet and sold five tablets. He hid the remaining 14 
tablets in Mr Xay’s bedroom, and police arrested Mr Thongkhoun the next day.

The court was also informed that Ms Lamyong had been using drugs since 2010, 
and she had bought drugs from different drug dealers on many occasions. She usually 
bought two to three tablets on each occasion. In June 2020, Ms Lamyong bought drugs 
from a woman named Ms Keo on many occasions and consumed them in her house. Ms 
Lamyong also bought one to two amphetamine tablets from Ms Thid on many occasions.

--lsecuritynews.com, July 14

Vientiane court sentences 2 drug 
dealers and a user

Translated by 
Meuangkham Noradeth 

Khong district of Champassak 
province is  a popular 
destination with domestic and 
foreign tourists and received 
8,186 visitors during the first 
six months of this year.

T h e  H e a d  o f  t h e 
Information, Culture and 
Tourism office of Khong, Mr 
Bounthavy Siriphengphachan, 
said this figured included 639 
foreign tourists and 8,186 
domestic tourists.

Khong has 41 tourist 

sites, including natural, 
historical and cultural sites, 
that attract tourists. There are 
many natural tourist sites, 
including Khonphapheng, 
Somphamit and Khonpasoy 
waterfalls, and Phoukhiew 
cave, Mr Bounthavy said. 
The cultural tourist sites 
include the temples at 
Phakeophoxaykhongphayai, 
P h o u k h a o k e o , 
Phoukingkeokongmany, 
Xiengvang and Khonyuan.

The historical sites include 
a railway, a bridge across the 
Mekong River and Donhee 

Tourists return to sites 
in Champassak

stupa, he added. Besides, there 
are many natural areas that 
can be developed as tourist 
sites, said Mr Bounthavy.

Officials in Khong are 
now giving the importance 
to restoring many tourist 
sites to make them more 
beautiful to attract foreign 
and domestic tourists. This 
will also help to provide 
work to the local people, 
he said. The district has 13 
hotels, 75 guesthouses and 
38 restaurants to cater to 
tourists, said Mr Bounthavy.

--Pathedlao, July 15

13 passengers and has a 
maximum speed of 934 
kilometres per hour with a 
maximum flying height of 
51,000 feet (about 15,545 
metres). It can fly for about 
11 hours on one trip. 

Gulfstream currently 
has various lines of jets 
to meet clients’ missions. 
These include G280, G400, 
G500, G600, G650ER, 
G700, and G800. Gulfstream 
Aerospace’s G500 earned 
an innovation award for its 
introduction of the Symmetry 
Flight Deck and the safety 
advancements it brings to the 
business-jet industry.

The award came from 
the Business Intelligence 
Group, which rewards vision, 
creativity and persistence in 
the world’s leading companies 
and individuals. The G500’s 
innovations include active 
control sidesticks, extensive use 
of touch-screen technology, 
and Gulfstream’s third-
generation Enhanced Flight 
Vision System. The result is 
greater situational awareness, 
increased visibility, enhanced 
communications, and what 
Gulfstream calls a new level 
of safety.

 Gulfstream Aerospace 
Corp. received a 2019 
Business Intelligence Group 
(BIG) Innovation Award for 
the advanced technology 
introduced on the high-
performing Gulfstream G500.

The Business Intelligence 
Group seeks out and rewards 
those with vision, creativity 
and persistence, all hallmarks 
found in the world’s leading 
companies and individuals.

The Gulfstream introduced 
the world to the purpose-built 
business aircraft. The aircraft 
features turboprop engines 
mounted atop low wings.

The plane flew up to Mach 
0.54 and had a maximum cruise 
altitude of 30,000 feet/9,144 
metres with a range of 2,000 
nautical miles/3,704 kilometres. 
The cabin accommodated 
up to 12 passengers when 
configured as a business 
aircraft. The Gulfstream I first 
flew on August 14, 1958, and 
entered service in 1959.During 
an 11-year production run, 
200 Gulfstream I aircraft were 
produced and some are still in 
service today.

The Gulfstream GII was 
the first business jet to cross 
the Atlantic Ocean nonstop.

JDB’s Chairman of the Board of Director, Mr Ekaphanh 
Phaphithack (third left) and representative from Gulfstream 
General Dynamics (first right) gather a group photo after a 
private viewing of the Gulfstream G500 jet.

Gulfstream launches first... FROM PAGE 1

Prime Minister Phankham Viphavanh (right), President of the National Assembly Dr 
Xaysomphone Phomvihane (left) and Politburo member and permanent member of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee’s Secretariat, Vo Van Thuong (centre), on 
Monday gather at the National Convention Centre in Vientiane after Mr Vo Van Thuong 
presented gold star victory medals to the Prime Minister and National Assembly President. 
The medal presentation ceremony was part of events to celebrate Laos-Vietnam Solidarity 
and Friendship Year, the 45th anniversary of the signing of the Laos-Vietnam friendship and 
cooperation treaty, and the 60th anniversary of Laos-Vietnam diplomatic relations.

Mr Vo Van Thuong (centre) and awardees applaud after Mr Vo Van Thuong presented Ho 
Chi Minh victory medals to four members of the Politburo, Deputy Prime Ministers of 
Laos, and Head of the Party Central Committee’s Organisational-Personnel Committee, 
Ms Sisay Leudetmounsone.

Mr Vo Van Thuong awards first class independence victory medals to five members of 
the Lao Party and government.

Officials from the Natural 
Resources and Environment 
offices in six districts of 
Vientiane will be responsible 
for registering and providing 
land titles to people.

On July 14, officials 
from the Vientiane Natural 
Resources and Environment 
Department organised a 
ceremony to hand over the

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r 
registering and providing 
land titles to the Natural 
Resources and Environment 
office in the six districts.

T h e  e v e n t  w a s 
attended by the Director 
of the Vientiane Natural 
Resources and Environment 
Department, Mr Bounxom 
Xongvilay, the Governors 

Work begins to register and provide 
land titles in Vientiane

and Deputy Governors of 
the six districts and other 
officials. The handing over 
of the responsibility for 
registering and providing land 
titles to the Natural Resources 
and Environment office was 
done under land law No 70 
of the Natural Resource and 
Environment on June 21, 
2019. The work will focus 
on registering and providing 
land titles under the Lao Land 
Reg programme, especially 
the surveying and measuring 
of land.

M r  B o u n x o m  s a i d 
officials from the Natural 
Resources and Environment 
offices of the six districts 
will ensure the programme 
is implemented efficiently 
and effectively.

--The Vientiane Natural 
Resource and Environment 

Department, July 14

Officials attend a ceremony to hand over the responsibility 
for registering and providing land titles in Vientiane.
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the presidency must be 
submitted to him in writing.

S r i  L a n k a n  P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r  R a n i l 
Wickremesinghe said he will 
contest for the presidency 
on July 20. He was sworn 
in as interim president 
on Friday following the 
official  resignation of 
former president Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa.

Opposition leader Sajith 
Premadasa and legislators 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake 
and Dullas Alahapperuma 
have also announced their 
intention to be candidates 
for the presidency.

The parliament was 
informed of Rajapaksa’s 
resignation on Saturday as 
his resignation letter was 
read to legislators.

Sri Lanka is experiencing 
its worst economic crisis in 
70 years, with a severe lack 
of food, medicine, energy 
and production materials.

Sanctions placed on 
Russia by the United States 
and other Western nations 
have increased the prices 
of fuel and food on the 
global markets that have 

exacerbated shortages in the 
country.

Sri Lanka has also lost 
access to international 
cap i t a l  marke t s  a f t e r 
recently defaulting on its 
external debt, said Rajiv 
B i s w a s ,  A PA C  c h i e f 
economist at S&P Global 
Market Intelligence.

M o r e o v e r,  t h e  U S 
Federal Reserve increased 
its benchmark interest rate 
by 0.75 percentage points 
on June 15, making it harder 
for countries to raise funds 
or investments from global 
markets.

Ongoing talks
Sri Lanka is now in 

discussions with the IMF 
for an Extended Fund 
Fac i l i ty  a r rangement , 
which will help it pay for its 
immediate needs and revive 
the economy, to continue 
negotiations.

The IMF paid a visit to 
Sri Lanka last month with 
no final agreement. Later, 
the prime minister stated 
the country was “bankrupt”. 
Protests then broke out, 
fo rc ing  Ra japaksa  to 
announce his resignation.

The IMF has undertaken 
field studies, held discussions 
and said it would help Sri 
Lanka, but that involves a 
process which requires time, 
Goonetilleke said, adding 
that it can be painful to the 
people of the country.

G o o n e t i l l e k e  a l s o 
said the World Bank had 
expressed its view, citing 
its earlier statement, “until 
an adequate macroeconomic 
policy framework is in place, 
the World Bank does not 
plan to offer new financing 
to Sri Lanka”.

“The s tance of  the 
two international lending 
institutions is apparent,” 
he said. “It is up to Sri 
Lanka to develop solutions 
and introduce financial 
discipline.”

Lawrence Loh, director 
of the Centre for Governance 
and Sustainability at the 
National University of 
Singapore Business School, 
said “we will need to see a 
stronger emphasis on Asian 
determinism the fates and 
fortunes of countries have 
to rely, first and foremost, 
on self-dependencies”.

Sri Lanka seeks global... FROM PAGE 1

Police are seen on duty near the parliament in Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte, Sri Lanka, 
July 13, 2022.                                                --Photo Xinhua

(The Japan News/ANN) 
-- Tetsuya Yamagami, the 
suspect in the fatal shooting 
of former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, was found 
to have started posting 
messages critical of the 
religious group widely 
known as the Unification 
Church on Twitter about 
three years ago, in addition 
t o  o t h e r  t w e e t s  t h a t 
expressed his mixed feelings 
toward his family, such as 
one reading, “I wanted to 
believe my mother.”

Yamagami, 41, made his 
first Twitter post on Oct. 

13, 2019. Earlier the same 
month, an event attended 
by the top leader of the 
religious group — now 
officially called the Family 
Federation for World Peace 
and Unification — had been 
held in Aichi Prefecture.

Yamagami was quoted 
by police as saying, “I tried 
to attack the leader using 
a Molotov cocktail, but 
couldn’t get close to her.” 
It is possible that he started 
tweeting immediately after 
his failed attack.

His postings on Twitter 
were mainly messages 

‘I wanted to believe my mother,’ tweeted Yamagami
expressing his  grudge 
against the Unification 
Church, such as one that 
stated the group “has been a 
social problem for decades,” 
while those related to his 
background and family also 
stood out. References to his 
mother, such as “I tried, for 
my mother,” and “I wanted 
to believe my mother,” were 
particularly notable

On the other hand, some 
of his posts were critical 
of his mother, such as one 
reading, “Her words express 
worry. She even cries, but in 
reality, she is indifferent to 
me in every respect.”

There were no posts 
about Abe that were hostile 
or that hinted at a desire 
to kill the former prime 
minister. Many of the tweets 
posted by Yamagami were 
rather positive about the 
Abe administration, such as 
one that reads, “It is a fatal 
distortion to fail to recognise 
the achievement of the Abe 
administration.”

Yamagami reportedly 

Tetsuya Yamagami is escorted by police officers in Nara City on July 10. --Photo The Yomiuri Shimbun

(Sputnik) -- The island 
nation’s legislature will 
elect a new president on 
July 20. After fleeing Sri 
Lanka on July 13, Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa appointed Ranil 
Wickremesinghe as acting 
president, a step fiercely 
opposed by anti-government 
protesters.

Ranil Wickremesinghe, 
the Acting President of Sri 
Lanka, on Monday declared 
a state of emergency as 
protesters continued their 
demonstration, days after 
the nation’s former leader 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa was 
forced to flee last week.

“It is expedient, so to 
do, in the interests of public 
security, the protection 
of public order and the 
maintenance of supplies 
and services essential to 
the life of the community,” 
the notification issued on 
Monday read. A nation-wide 
emergency was announced 
in the island two days before 
a parliamentary vote to 
choose the successor of 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who 
fled to Singapore via the 
Maldives on July 13.

Rajapaksa had stepped 
d o w n  f r o m  t h e  p o s t 
after thousands of anti-
government demonstrators 
stormed the President’s 
House and Secretariat on 
July 9. They blamed his 
government, which came to 
power in 2019 with a sound 
majority, for Sri Lanka’s 
economic collapse, which 
has left 22 million people 
without adequate food and 
fuel for months.

Gotabaya had appointed 
Wickremesinghe as Prime 
Minister  in May after 
Mahinda Rajapaksa resigned 
over violent protests, in 
which at least nine people 
were killed and 230 others 
injured. Wickremesinghe 
is  the front-runner  in 
the presidential election 
scheduled to take place on 
July 20; Gotabaya’s Sri 
Lanka Podujana Peramuna 
party has extended its 
support to the 73-year-old 
veteran politician.

Popularly known as 
“Gota Go Home”,  the 
protests have completed 
100 days on Sunday, with 
demonstrators saying they 
would not move away unless 
the parliament ensured 
“Gotabaya’s man” was not 
elected as the next president.

The other contenders are 
Sajith Premadasa from the 
Samagi Jana Balawegaya 
(SJB), Marxist JVP leader 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake 
and Dullas Alahapperuma, a 
breakaway SLPP candidate.

Gotabaya’s SLPP is 
the largest party in the 
pa r l i ament ,  wi th  145 
members in the 225-member 
legislature. To win the 
election, Wickremesinghe 
needs the support of only 
113 MPs.

However,  po l i t i ca l 
observers have underscored 
that popular discontent 
against  the Rajapaksa 
f a m i l y  m a y  h i n d e r 
Wickremesinghe’s chance 
of becoming president, 
despite SLPP support for 
the veteran politician.

Sri Lanka’s Acting President 
declares emergency as 

protesters continue to demand 
his resignation

told investigators that he 
thought Abe was connected 
with the religious group. 
However,  he tweeted, 
“There ‘s surely criticism 
of the Abe administration, 
but to view it the same way 

as the Unification Church 
as a matter of course is 
disrespectful.”

His last tweet was about 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on June 30 this year. 
As of Sunday morning, 

Yamagami’s account had only 
one follower and followed 
two accounts, including the 
official account of a weekly 
magazine. This seems to 
indicate that he did not intend 
for others to read his posts.

COVID-19 cases 
spike as fourth wave 
takes hold
(The Jakarta Post/ANN) 
-- Another phase of the 
health crisis looms large 
as the country enters the 
fourth wave of COVID-19 
infection, now driven by 
the highly contagious 
Omicron sub-variants. 
Indonesia recorded 
4,329 new infections on 
Saturday, the highest daily 
caseload since March 
25, according to official 
data from the national 
COVID-19 task force. 
From July 10 to July 16, the 
country recorded 22,684 
new cases, a 27.6 percent 
increase from the previous 
week with 16,426 new 
cases. It now has a total of 
26,594 active cases. 

Easing of travel 
controls will make 
Thai skies busy again: 
AeroThai
(The Nation/ANN) 
-- Flights in and out of 
Thailand should gradually 
rise and arrive at pre-
pandemic levels by the 
fourth quarter of this year, 
the Aeronautical Radio of 
Thailand (AeroThai) said on 
Sunday. Nopasit Chakphitak, 
AeroThai president, said 
the increase in flights 
should start this month, 
thanks to the government’s 
move to ease Covid-related 
restrictions and entry 
measures on July 1.
He said July should see 
1,437 flights taking off and 
landing daily, compared to 
1,374 in June. He added 
that the daily flights should 
rise to 1,480 during the 
July 13-17 and July 28-31 
long holidays.
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ATHENS (Xinhua)  - - 
No traces of dangerous 
substances for public health 
have been found at the site of 
the plane crash in northern 
Greece, according to the 
test results, Fire Service 
spokesperson  Ioannis 
Artopoios told a televised 
press briefing on Sunday.

He added that all 8 
crew members on board 
the Antonov 12 plane were 
deceased, with one body 
already recovered.

Greek authorities were 
put on alert after a Ukrainian 
cargo airplane crashed near 
Kavala city on Saturday 
evening.

Residents of nearby 
communities were asked 
to stay indoors, according 
to an e-mailed press release 
of the Climate Crisis and 
Civil Protection Ministry, 
as special units of disaster 
personnel were scanning the 
area around the crash site for 
dangerous wreckage.

The plane had departed 
f rom Serb ia ’s  Nis  to 
Bangladesh’s Dhaka with 
s topovers  a t  Jordan’s 
Amman, Saudi Arabia’s 
R i y a d h  a n d  I n d i a ’s 
Ahmedabad, carrying 11.5 
tons of “dangerous goods”, 
according to an e-mailed 
press release from Greece’s 

Civil Aviation Authority.
Serbian  author i t ies 

announced earlier on Sunday 
that it was transferring 
ammunition for training 
purposes, Greek national 
broadcaster ERT reported.

The aircraft’s pilot had 
requested permission for 
an emergency landing, 
notifying Greek authorities 
of fire in one of the engines, 
the Civil Aviation Authority 
said.

The Greek Foreign 
Ministry expressed deep 
sorrow over the plane crash 

No dangerous substances for public health found 
at plane crash site: Greek authorities

and sent condolences to the 
families of the 8 victims.

Special units of disaster 
personnel, military units 
specialised in nuclear, 
biological and chemical 
defense, pyrotechnics and 
firefighters dispatched to 
the crash site had taken 
precautions also due to 
toxic fumes, as Greece’s 
General Secretariat of Civil 
Protection had advised 
locals to close their windows 
and doors in the first hours 
after the crash.

S o m e  o f  t h e  f i r s t 

Ambulances head for the site where a Ukrainian cargo airplane crashed, near Kavala city 
in northern Greece, on July 17, 2022. 

MADRID (Xinhua) -- 
Wildfires have so far burnt 
more than 22,000 hectares of 
woodland and scrub in Spain 
since the start of the heatwave 
over a week ago, emergency 
services calculated.

Temperatures above 
44 degrees centigrade in 
southern and southwestern 
Spain and around 40 degrees 
centigrade for the rest of the 
country, coming on the back 
of exceptionally hot and dry 
months of May and June, 
have produced the perfect 
conditions for the wildfires 
to spread.

In southwestern Spain’s 
autonomous community 
Extremadura, the fire in 
the comarca of Las Hurdes 
remains out of control, 
while a new fire broke out 
on Saturday in the comarca 
of Valle de Jerte, which the 
Regional Government of 
Extremadura said “started 
in an absolutely deliberate 
manner.” In neighboring 
autonomous community 
Andalusia, a fire near the 
tourist resort of Mijas has so 
far destroyed around 3,000 
hectares of woodland and led 
to some 2,000 people being 
evacuated from their homes, 
although Spokesperson for 
Agriculture and Immigration 
of the Government of 

Andalusia Carmen Crespo 
said there are reasons to 
believe the fire “didn’t start 
through natural causes.”

“We will have to see if it 
was through negligence or 
deliberately started,” said 
Crespo, noting firemen are 
trying to extinguish two 
different focal points.

In northwestern Spain’s 
autonomous community 
Galicia, authorities are 
trying to deal with seven 
different wildfires in the 
capital of Ourense, which 
have reportedly damaged 
several homes.

In northeastern Spain’s 
autonomous community 
Catalonia,  roads have 
been cut and some people 
evacuated from their homes 
in the municipality of El Pont 
de Vilomaria. The Catalan 
fire service has asked other 
residents to remain indoors.

No fatalities have so far 
been reported due to the 
wildfires, while three firemen 
were sent to hospital for 
treatment, two of them out of 
heat exhaustion, and the third 
because of a road accident that 
occurred on his way to a fire. 
The temperatures in Spain are 
expected to fall slightly in the 
next 48 hours, and then climb 
back to around 40 degrees 
centigrade.

Wildfires stretching 
across Spain as 

heatwave continues

emergency responders 
complained of irritation 
to the eyes and mouth of 
firefighters after coming in 
contact with an unidentified 
white substance and two 
were transferred to a local 
hospital with respiratory 
problems, Fire Service 
officer Marios Apostolidis, 
had told ERT.

E y e w i t n e s s e s  h a d 
seen the plane in flames 
crashing in a corn field, 
some 500 meters away 
from a residential area, and 
explosions followed.
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(Global Times/BRNN) -- 
The Chinese Embassy in the 
Philippines said in a statement 
on Sunday that China is 
open for discussions with 
the Philippines on railway 
cooperation, following media 
reports that the Philippines 
wants to renegotiate loans on 
China-backed rail projects.

C h i n a  a n d  t h e 
Philippines have maintained 
consultations on China-
Philippines cooperation in 
infrastructure, including 
railways and bridges and 
have made positive progress, 
the Chinese Embassy said in 
the statement on its official 
WeChat account.

C h i n a  i s  o p e n  t o 
cooperation on railways 
and other infrastructure 
projects, and is ready to 
continue discussions with the 
Philippines, the statement.

Reuters reported on 
Saturday that Philippine 
President Ferdinand Marcos 
Jr. ordered the country’s 
t r anspor t  min i s t ry  to 
renegotiate loan agreements 
struck by his predecessor with 
China on railway projects 
worth US$4.90 billion.

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Undersecretary Cesar Chavez 
said the official development 
assistance loan agreements 
for the three rail projects were 
considered “withdrawn” after 
the Chinese government 
“failed to act on the funding 
requests” made by the 
government of former 
President Rodrigo Duterte, 
according to Reuters.

T h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ’s 
decision is purely driven by 
economic and commercial 
considerations and it bears 
no implication for bilateral 
relations, which has been 
heading toward a positive 
trajectory, Liu Xiaoxue, an 
associate research fellow 
at the National Institute of 
International Strategy of the 
Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, told the Global 
Times on Sunday.

Advertorial Desk

Jaguar Land Rover Lao on 
Friday unveiled its latest 
Range Rover, aimed at creating 
interest among customers in 
this era of innovation and new 
technology. 

The luxury SUV was 
revealed to the public at the 
National Convention Hall in 
Vientiane.

The launch was opened 
by Automotive Managing 
Director Mr Wayne McIntosh 
and General Manager of 
Jaguar Land Rover Lao, 
Mr Biju Narayanan, in the 
presence of government 
officials and dignitaries. 

The modern technology 
and capabilities of the new 
Range Rover were explained 
by the Sales Manager of 
Jaguar Land Rover Lao, Mrs 
Outhith Siphandone.

The Range Rover is the 
epitome of luxury SUVs and 
truly leads by example when 
driven both off road and on 
road. 

The new Range Rover 
is a modern and direct 
interpretation of Range 
Rover ’s iconic design, 
engineered with capability 
and simplicity, Mr Biju said.

“On this occasion, I thank 
all Lao customers who have 
given us an enormous amount 
of support to keep us at the 
top of the premium vehicle 
market, in which we have 
held first place for the past 
consecutive seven years. We 
strongly believe that we can 
continue to inspire the same 
trust in our brand among Lao 
people, he added.

“The RMA Group is 
fully compliant with Lao 
regulations and I can say we 
are the one of the best and 
most conscientious taxpayers 
in the country,” Mr Biju said. 

“We  a re  fu l f i l l i ng 
government policy and 
launching the first electric 
vehicle in the premium 
segment, and are heavily 
investing in people and 
infrastructure, including 

New Range Rover 
unveiled in Laos 

The launch of the new Range Rover at the National Convention Hall in Vientiane. 

Guests explore the new Range Rover at the launch in 
Vientiane on Friday.

charging stations all over the 
country,” he added.

The new Range Rover 
is the original luxury SUV 
and has led by example for 
50 years, combining serene 
comfort and composure with 
all-conquering capability. 

The new Range Rover 
is the most desirable yet, 
effortlessly combining 
breathtaking modernity 
and aesthetic grace with 
technological sophistication 
and seamless connectivity, 
yet retaining the uniqueness 
of Land Rover to ensure that 
every journey is full of fun 
and happiness.

Attendees at the launch 
were impressed by the 
luxurious design, modern 
technology, and driving 
ability of the new Range 
Rover, and enjoyed the special 
atmosphere at the event with 
live jazz and a contemporary 
dance performance.

The event also featured 
special dishes by Chef 
Michelin, the winner of the 
Michelin Guide Young Chef 
Award, whose creations 
added an additional level of 
excellence and sophistication. 

The event was considered 
a great success due to the good 
response from customers, 

with many saying they were 
interested in the new Range 
Rover.

A test drive of the truly 
first class Range Rover can 

be booked directly through 
the Jaguar Land Rover Lao 
showroom, or by visiting 
the Facebook page of Jaguar 
Land Rover Lao.  

“China’s bilateral loans 
to developing countries 
are usually ‘preferential,’ 
meaning that the interest 
rates of the loans are quite 
low compared with that 
of commercial lending,” 
Liu said. 

C h a v e z  s a i d  o t h e r 
funding options including 
tapping private capital 
through a public private 
partnership,  were also 
being considered for the 
rail projects, which include 
the Subic-Clark Railway 
Project, the Philippine 
National Railways South 
Long-Haul Project and 
the Davao-Digos segment 
of the Mindanao Railway 
Project.

“Amid global economic 
slowdown, a number of 
e m e r g i n g  e c o n o m i e s 
have encountered debt 
problems, and as a result, 
some  have  to  r ev iew 
and slow infrastructure 
pro jec t s  inves tment  - 
which generate revenues in 
the longer term,” Liu said. 
“It is reasonable. Once the 
situation improves, those 
projects will be resumed. 
So the concerned parties 
shall keep an open mind 
on such issues,” Liu said. 

China is the Philippines’ 
largest trading partner and 
an important development 
partner.  The two sides 
have conducted fruitful 
cooperation in various 
fields with China playing 
a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n 
improving Philippines’ 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  s a i d 
P h i l i p p i n e  P r e s i d e n t 
Marcos while meeting with 
Chinese State Councilor 
and  Fore ign  Min is te r 
Wang Yi on July 6.

The Philippines hopes 
to continuously advance 
bilateral cooperation in a 
wide range of areas including 
politics, economy, education 
and culture and enrich the 
strategic partnership, Marcos 
said.

China is open for 
discussions with 

Philippines on railway 
construction: Embassy
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T h e  L a o  H a n d i c r a f t 
Association (LHA) is keen 
to promote the preservation 
and use of  handicraf t 
products, especially unique 
locally made apparel, so 
that people acknowledge the 
value of these items.

The LHA organised 
“The Handicrafts Market 
i n  G a r d e n ”  a t  L a n i 
Guesthouse in Vientiane to 
introduce local handicrafts 
to international buyers. 
The event was also part 
of a project to build the 
capacity of micro, small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
(MSMEs) that is funded 
by the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO).

In her opening remarks, 
the President of LHA, Ms 
Visouta Praseuth, said 
the event was aimed at 
promoting local handicrafts, 
raising awareness among the 
people about the use of Lao 

Advertorial Desk

The nursing education sector 
in Laos has continuously 
upgraded the capacity and 
quality of officials through 
nursing skill workshops.

A workshop was held 
in Vangvieng district of 
Vientiane province during 
July 13-15 with the support 
of Inje University from the 
Republic of Korea.

This  was  the  th i rd 
workshop targeting Lao 
nurse educators that was 
held by the LAIN-Leading 
University Project for 
International Cooperation 
(LUPIC).

As part of LUPIC, 23 
participants from the Nursing 
Curriculum Development 
C o m m i t t e e ,  N u r s i n g 
Practicum Development 
Commit tee  and  MCQ 
Committee of the Faculty 
of Nursing Sciences of UHS 
learned and discussed about 
“Programme Outcome 
E v a l u a t i o n  S y s t e m 
Development”, “Nursing 
C o r e  S k i l l s  M a n u a l 
Development”, and “MCQ 
Development”.

Speaking at the opening 
ceremony,  the Project 
Manager, Prof Jina OH, 
said: “Throughout the last 
two workshops, outcome-
based curriculum principles 

HA NOI (Vietnam News/
ANN) -- Hanoi has just issued 
a plan on implementing a 
price stabilisation programme 
covering essential goods in 
2022.

The programme aims 
to ensure balanced supply-
demand of goods, stabilise 
the market and meet the needs 
for essential goods in the 
storm season, holidays, the 
last month of 2022, the solar 
and lunar new year festivals 
and times of unpredicted 
diseases.

Under the programme, 
the city will help participating 
production and business 
establishments gain access 
to preferential capital so 
that they can make plans on 
goods supply.

Besides, there will be 
more commodities subject 
to  the  p rogramme in 
connection with the drive of 

in line with the faculty’s 
vision, mission, competency 
and programme outcomes 
were covered. This third 
workshop aims to build the 
capacity of the faculty to 
set up an outcome-based 
curr iculum evaluat ion 
system.”

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w i t h 
the Nursing Practicum 
Development Committee 
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e 
development of nursing core 
skills manuals and videos, 
the workshop reviewed 
a list of nursing supplies 
and the design for a new 
nursing skills lab that Inje 
University plans to support 
during the third project year.

On the last day of the 
workshop, the participants 
watched lecture videos on 
MCQ development and 
discussed ideas to develop 
an MCQ manual for nurse 
educators.

“Inje University and the 
Faculty of Nursing Sciences 
have  been  par tner ing 
s ince  2020 .  We have 
been making remarkable 
progress and outcomes. I 
am sincerely grateful to 
Inje University for all the 
support to improve nursing 
education in Laos. Through 
the third workshop, the 
participants have deepened 
their understanding and 

knowledge on Programme 
Outcome Evaluation and 
MCQ Development. We 
will continue to cooperate 
and make efforts to upgrade 
the faculty’s curriculum,” 
the Vice Dean of the Faculty, 
Dr Anousone Sisoulath, said 
at the closing ceremony.

Beside the three other 
committees, the Emergency 
Care Nursing Committee has 
recently been established 
and a kick-off meeting will 
be held on July 19. 

As the number of traffic 
accidents in Laos due to 
drinking and speeding has 
been on the rise, emergency 
nurses play a vital role 
in saving lives and the 
importance of professional 
education for  them is 
continuously growing. In 
response to this situation, 
the LAIN-LUPIC Team will 
cooperate with emergency 
n u r s e s  f r o m  c e n t r a l 
hospitals and enhance their 
expertise, ultimately leading 
to the improvement of Lao 
people’s health and well-
being.

Inje University was the 
first in Korea to be selected 
for the Expansion Type 
of the LUPIC Project, 
supported by the National 
Research Foundation of 
Korea under the Ministry of 
Education.

Participants brainstorm ideas at the workshop in Vientiane province last week.

Participants join officials for a photo after the workshop in Vientiane province.

South Korea continues boosting 
nursing education in Laos

LHA boosting Lao sashes 
amongst top products in 

woven handicrafts
products, and showcasing 
Lao sashes as one of the 
most outstanding products 
from the textile sector.

“ T h i s  t w o - d a y 
e x h i b i t i o n  h e l d  o n 
weekend – July 16-17 – has 
several important activities 
that will contribute to 
promoting Lao handicraft 
products and raising the 
value of Lao outfits among 
domestic and foreign 
buyers,” she said.

There was a special 
display of Lao sashes, a 
meeting for the exchange 
experiences between firms 
from the handicrafts sector, 
a discussion on topic “Lao 
sash attraction”, and a 
mini catwalk by children 
featuring Lao apparel and 
sashes.

“This exhibition is a 
small platform to promote 
local handicraft products, 
especially Lao  apparel and 
sashes, but it is meaningful 
for the Lao textile sector 

and it will contribute to 
promoting the growth of 
business operations in this 
field,” Ms Souvita said.   

The LHA was established 
to develop the quality of Lao 
handicrafts, to promote the 
distribution of products in 
domestic and international 
markets, and to generate 
income for all ethnic minority 
groups. Besides helping to 
improve local businesses in 
this sector, it has enabled 
artisans to overcome poverty.

The handicrafts sector 
generates  considerable 
income alongside other key 
drivers. According to the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce, the value of 
i n d u s t r i a l  p r o c e s s e d 
goods and handicrafts was 
recorded at 6.683,6 billion 
kip in the first six months 
of this year, or 51.3 percent 
of the year’s plan and a 
14.9 percent increase when 
compared to the same period 
of last year.

Senior experts for Lao handicrafts attend a seminar to share experience and knowledge of 
the Lao handicrafts and culture on weekend.

Hanoi launches price stabilisation 
programme for essential goods in 2022

“Vietnamese prioritises the 
use of Vietnamese goods,” 
hence curbing price hikes, 
controlling inflation and 
stimulating production and 
trading activities.

Commodities subject 
to the price stabilisation 
programme comprise 
staple foods (rice, noodles, 
meat, seafood, eggs..), 
processed food, sugar, 
cooking oil, condiments 
(fish sauce, salt..), milk 
(liquid and powder milk), 
confectionaries, wines, 
beers and other beverages, 
along with goods used in 
the prevention and control 
of natural disasters and 
diseases.

The programme also 
encourages enterprises 
to increase investment in 
developing and diversifying 
distribution networks so that 
goods can be delivered to 

consumers quickly.
Production and trading 

establishments participating 
in the programme will be 
given support in the form of 
facilities, preferential capital, 
and priority in selling goods 
to schools, hospitals and shops 
in the city.

The municipal People’s 
Commit tee  a l so  asked 
participating businesses to 
promote online sales. 

The city will enhance 
linkages with other localities 
to secure more goods supply 
to meet demands in the city.

The plan said the municipal 
People’s Committee and 
relevant departments and 
agencies will make forecast 
on the market and prices of 
agricultural products on a 
monthly basis or food crops.

T h e  p l a n  w i l l  b e 
implemented from now to the 
end of May next year. 
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Phon Thikeo

Most Lao nationals 
who return home 
after l iving in 

Australia for studies or work 
often say that they miss the 
country. 

Australia is a nice and 
welcoming country which 
people from all corners of 
the globe like to visit for 
work, pleasure or studies. 
A growing number of Lao 
nationals have preferred to 
study in Australia, either 
with their own funds or 
with scholarships from the 
Australian government. 

I received a scholarship 
f r o m  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n 
government to study there 
more than 20 years ago, and 
visited the country again 
recently. I always missed 
Australia when my Lao 
friends commented on the 
photos of several tourist 
sites that I had posted on my 
Facebook page. 

Many of my fellow 
alumni too said they missed 
Australia a lot and wanted 
to go back for a visit as they 
were impressed by several 
things there. Some said 
Australia is like a second 
home, especially after they 
spent a long time there for 
their studies. 

When I  s tud ied  in 
Australia, I visited several 
famous places with my 
friends. Some of these places 
truly impressed us, as they 
were as wonderful as popular 
tourist destinations in Laos, 
such as the world heritage site 
of Luang Prabang, Vat Phou 
in Champassak province and 
That Luang in Vientiane.

Among the impressive 
places and attractions in 
Australia were the Blue 
Mountains, Ayers Rock, 
Kangaroo Island, Sydney 
Opera House, and Sydney 
Habour Bridge. 

The weather in Australia 
is a bit different from that 
in Laos, and the spring 
season lasts from September 
through November in most 
regions. This is the season 
for flowers to blossom, and 
one will have the opportunity 
to attend Floriade, the largest 
flower festival in the southern 
hemisphere, which is held 
in Canberra and features 
an exciting programme of 
gardening classes, music and 
entertainment. 

The winter season lasts 
from June through August 
in most regions and this is 
a perfect time to explore 
northern Australia, including 
Darwin, the Top End and 

Australia: A wonderful place to visit

Kimberley. From pleasant 
days in the north to cold 
temperatures and snow in 
many areas south of Sydney, 
the weather is varied. 

Summer in Australia lasts 
from December to February, 
and is famous for sea 
tourism. It is the high season 
for travelling. On sunny days, 
the temperatures soar and the 
beaches are dazzling, and 
visitors can enjoy outdoor 
activities such as surfing on 
Bondi beach and trekking in 
tropical forests. 

The fall season lasts until 
April and several places will 
be closed at this time. Some 
visitors travel to Kimberley 
and Darwin in the beginning 
of May. 

We visited Uluru Ayers 
Rock, which is a well-known 
tourist site in the Northern 
Territory with a massive 
natural sandstone rock 
formation. It is 348 metres 
tall and measures more than 
9 km in width. According 
to information at the centre 
for tourists at  Uluru, the 
sandstone that makes up 
the formation is estimated 
to be around 600 million 
years old.

Uluru is a sacred site for 
the Anangu tribes of central 
Australia, the indigenous 
peoples of the Western 
Desert. This site was found 
by William Gosse, when he 
was working under the South 
Australian government in 
1873.  The Anangu people 
lived and inhabited Uluru 
for more than 30,000 years 
and still remain there till the 
present day. 

G o s s e  n a m e d  t h e 
formation Ayers Rock in 
honour of the South Australian 
premier at the time, Sir Henry 
Ayers. Uluru is also home to 
many ancient petroglyphs 
and rock paintings. Visitors 
will see several types of rock 
paintings and carvings that 
are wonderful and unique. 
They will also get a glimpse 
of the rich history and culture 
of the indigenous people, 
who consider the site to be 
sacred.

When we were there, we 
walked around some places 
in an area of more than 9 km. 
We climbed to the top to get a 
view of the area surrounding 
Uluru. We visited several 
spots to see the rock paintings 
and sacred sites where the 
indigenous people perform 

their religious rituals. The 
Uluru-Kata Tjuta National 
Park is listed as a UNESCO 
World Heritage site.

The religious and cultural 
traditions practised by the 
Anangu people are known as 
Tjukurpa. It has a multitude 
of meanings, but primarily 
symbolises the Anangu 
way of life and religious 
culture. It is very interesting 
to see many of Tjukurpa 
stories, songs, ceremonies 
and dances that focus on the 
creation of Uluru and the 
animals, people and wildlife 
of the area.  

The importance of Uluru 
can be highlighted through 
its inseparable connection 
to Tjukurpa. The Anangu 
consider themselves linked to 
the traditional creator spirits 

of the land and believe they 
are directly descended from 
them, designated to protect 
and maintain the ancestral 
lands they inhabit. Because 
of this, Uluru remains 
an extremely sacred and 
protective site to the Anangu. 

Uluru and the people 
who live in the area hold 
a  p le thora  of  ancient 
traditions,  knowledge, 
wisdom, stories, songs, 
ceremonies and history, 
which have been passed 
on from generation to 
generation for thousands of 
years. All the way from the 
original hunter-gatherers of 
ancient Uluru to the present 
day Anangu, these ancient 
traditions and the religion 
are very important to the 
Anangu way of life and 

society.
Anangu rock paintings 

are made from a combination 
of natural minerals, such 
as red and yellow ochre, 
iron-stained clays, desert 
oak, charcoal and white 
ash. This rock art is found 
all around Uluru and the 
surrounding park. These 
paintings and petroglyphs 
tie directly into the Anangu 
Tjukurpa culture. They are 
used for religious purposes 
by depicting creation stories 
and legends, similar to how 
other religions use scriptures 
or written language to convey 
ideas. The Anangu ensure 
their tradition is passed on 
by using these rock artworks 
to teach both members 
and non-members of the 
tribe about their spiritual 
“dreamtime” stories. Unlike 
some other ancient histories 
and traditions, the ancient 
Anangu culture still survives 
and thrives to this day.

When we visited this area, 
we were impressed with the 
different and mysterious 
moods of the place from 
morning to evening. The 
stone appeared gray in the 
rain, dark red in the heat of 
the day and light yellow in 
the late evening. 

Laos and Australia are 
currently celebrating the 70th 
anniversary of diplomatic 
relations. Australian people 
have travelled to several 
places in Laos, while a 
growing number of Lao 
nationals have been visiting 
Australia restrictions on 
oversea tourists were eased 
in recent months. 

A view of a red sandstone rock formation in Australia.

A group of Lao students visit the Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, which is a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. (File photos)
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Souksakhone Phengsavath

As the only landlocked 
country in South East 
Asia, Laos depends 

on neighbouring countries’ 
infrastructure to import and 
transport its goods. As a result, 
the success or failure of Laos 
depends on the efficiency of 
these countries’ infrastructure 
networks. 

According to Nguyen and 
Notteboom (2016), the import 
of wine into the Lao capital 
Vientiane from Marseilles, 
France, proves the validity of 
a cost model for multimodal 
transport. 

On the other hand, the 
import of wine tests the 
effectiveness of the model 
which is attributed to 
Beresford and Dubey in a 
real case scenario. 

The test in international 
logistics applies elements 
such as the transfer cost, 
time taken, and distance 
covered. However, it also 
covers the intermodal transfer 
and the transport mode. The 
model uses real data that 
was collected from various 
routes between Marseilles and 
Vientiane. 

A study by Philangam 
(2019) reveals that the 
establishment of a functional 
international logistics system 
directly contributes to the 
efficiency of an import 
system. 

I n f o r m e d  b y  t h i s 
realisation, the current study 
should establish whether 
the appropriateness of Laos’ 
international logistics system 
contributes to the efficiency of 
its import channels. 

If not, the study should 
further investigate the 
challenges encountered, 
to determine how best the 
government can address them. 

Laos’ in ternat ional 
logistics system largely 
depends on the efficiency of 
the “sea-road” combination 
passing through the Danang 
port in Vietnam. According 
to the World Bank (2018), 
the Danang port is very 
competitive, contributing to 
the efficiency of Laos’ import 
sector. On the other hand, the 
“sea-rail-road” through port 
Klang in Malaysia, which 
also passes through Thailand, 
allows importers to use the 

The transformation of Laos from 
land-locked to land-linked

least time to transit through. 
D u e  t o  i n c r e a s i n g 

international competition, 
manufacturers, exporters and 
importers are increasingly 
being forced to shoulder very 
high operational costs. The 
expansion of geographical 
markets has exacerbated the 
situation, forcing this group of 
traders to integrate production 
and logistics strategies to 
lower costs. They also intend 
to use the strategies to achieve 
higher service standards. 

Therefore, the government 
needs  to  con t ro l  the 
transport system to help 
reduce production costs and 
safeguard its people. In the last 
few decades, the most feasible 
way has been through the 
development of so-called dry 
ports, to ease the challenges 
associated with Laos being 
landlocked. 

Many landlocked countries 
depend on neighbouring 
countries’ infrastructure to 
import and transport their 
goods. Others develop inland 

clearance depots to process 
imports on their own territory. 

Arguably, the success or 
failure of these countries 
depends on the efficiency of 
their neighbours’ and their 
own infrastructure. 

The current study has 
reviewed past articles on 
dry ports across the world. 
From the findings, different 
f a c t o r s  m o t i v a t e  t h e 
development of dry ports. 
Some of these factors include 
the development status of 
the country, congestion at 
gateway ports, and the need 
to open up trade in some 
regions. 

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e 
m o t i v a t i o n s  o n  t h e 
development of dry ports 
as some researchers argue 
that dry ports are critical in 
enhancing port hinterland 
integration in instances 
where sea ports are regional. 
According to them, inland 
transportation nodes facilitate 
the movement of containers 
between the sea port and the 
hinterland.

Some of the notable facets 
of their arguments as stated in 
their research include inland 
clearance depots, inland 
container depots, inland 
ports, and dry ports. 

After comparing the 
defini t ions of  various 
scholars, they describe a 
dry port as a terminal that 
is located in the hinterland, 
whose function is to facilitate 
customs examination and the 
clearance of transit cargo. Due 
to these strategic functions, 
an inland clearance depot 

helps eliminate customs 
formalities at the nearest 
gateway or maritime port. 

Nguyen and Nottebom 
(2016) also evaluated 
t h e  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s 
that contributed to the 
development of dry ports. 

The paper by Nguyen 
and Nottebom (2016) is 
critical to this research since 
it presents some of the factors 
that could also have led to 
the emergence of dry ports 
in Laos. Some of the notable 
factors that Nguyen and 
Nottebom (2016) identify 
include the desire to create 
an economic zone or access 
the hinterland. 

Another reason that 
motivates the development 
is the demand for additional 
facilities due to existing 
constraints at a sea port. 

Expounding on the 
constraints faced by an 
existing sea port, Nguyen 
and Not tebom (2016) 
claim that the land where 
the port is situated could 
have little allowance for 
expansion, necessitating the 
development of a port in 
the hinterland where land is 
vast. Alternatively, the sea 
port could be experiencing 
e n v i r o n m e n t - r e l a t e d 
problems which demand 
decongestion. In such a case, 
opening an inland clearance 
site is the most viable 
solution. 

On the other hand, the 
sea port could be facing 
competition from another 
sea port. In response, the 
government can create a dry 

port to increase the efficiency 
of the sea port, making it 
more competitive. The third 
justification for inland ports 
according to Nguyen and 
Nottebom (2016) is the 
proximity of a vast land to 
a production line. The other 
theme that they addressed is 
the classification of dry ports. 

As Nguyen and Nottebom 
(2016) point out, there as 
many classifications as there 
are inland ports. However, 
they highlight some of them 
like close dry ports which are 
also called satellite terminals, 
and close and mid-range 
distance terminals. 

According to Pallis 
(2017), close dry port 
terminals are located near 
gateway ports with close 
connections to a railway or 
highway transport system. 

Essentially, they are 
created to ease congestion 
in the sea port or act as its 
extensions. In contrast, 
the mid-range dry port is 
developed in the hinterland to 
consolidate or deconsolidate 
cargo from shippers. Usually, 
they are created where a land 
mass is available or with the 
intention of opening up the 
hinterland. 

Nguyen and Nottebom 
(2016) also explored the 
development of dry ports 
in developing countries. 
According to them, different 
f a c t o r s  m o t i v a t e  t h e 
development of dry ports in 
developed and developing 
countries.

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n 
developing countries, dry 

ports are intended to achieve 
complex objectives such 
as integration with several 
gateway ports. 

On the other hand, the 
emergence of dry ports in 
developing countries is 
informed by the need to 
streamline the flow of raw 
materials and finished goods. 
Therefore, it is common to 
find dry ports near industrial 
zones in developing countries 
but  not  in  developed 
countries. 

IDE-JETRO (2017) on 
the other hand evaluated 
t h e  l o g i s t i c s  s y s t e m 
between Laos and Thailand. 
According to the report, 
the Vientiane-Bangkok Port 
(640 kilometres) and the 
Savannakhet-Laem Chabang 
Port (716 kilometres) share 
a node at the T-Junction 
Highway. They also share 
a node at HW No. 304 near 
Nakhon Ratchasima.

Connectivity within the 
Thailand and Laos region 
made logistics easier due 
to the connectivity of the 
routes. IDE-JETRO (2017) 
also explored the trucks and 
trailers used in the region. 
According to them, the 
commonest vehicles were 
pickup trucks, articulated 
vehicles, six-wheel rigid 
vehicles, and ten-wheel rigid 
vehicles. 

The report also estimated 
the logistics costs of operating 
within the region. From 
the findings, the logistical 
cost between Vientiane and 
Bangkok was US$1,407.5. 
Out of this figure, the 
transport cost was less than 
51 percent. Therefore, cross 
border costs contributed to 
the remaining percentage, 
making it high.

In conclusion, many 
landlocked countries depend 
on neighbouring countries’ 
infrastructure to import and 
transport their goods. Others 
develop inland clearance 
depots to process imports on 
their own territory. 

Arguably, the success 
or failure of these countries 
depends on the efficiency of 
these neighbours’ and their 
own infrastructure network. 

The current study has 
reviewed past articles on dry 
ports across the world. From 
the findings, different factors 
motivate the development 
of dry ports. Some of 
these factors include the 
development status of the 
country, the congestion of 
gateway ports, and the need 
to open up trade in some 
regions.

- -The above is  the 
proposed topic for a PhD 
thesis by Souksakhone 
Phengsavath. He is Deputy 
Director of the Investment 
Appraisal Division at the 
Investment  Promotion 
Department, Ministry of 
Planning and Investment.
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Opinion

JAKARTA (The Jakarta 
Post/ANN) -- Never before 
has the Group of 20 been 
more important – and never 
before has it faced such 
challenges. Indonesia – 
which  holds  the  G20 
presidency – welcomed 
finance ministers and central 
bank governors of the 
world’s biggest emerging 
and established economies 
to Bali last week for one of 
the most critical gatherings 
in the organisation’s history. 

The G20 was formed 
in 1999 to bring together 
the finance ministers and 
central bank governors 
of the world’s 20 largest 
economies in the wake of 
the Asian financial crisis. 
In 2008, at the height of 
the global financial crisis, 
the G20 emerged as the 
key international forum for 
global economic cooperation 
and was expanded to include 
an annual meeting of heads 
of state and government. 

And now, at a time of 
immense global economic 
uncertainty and geopolitical 
instability, the G20 has 
never been more important 
as a forum to help address 
the shared challenges in 
our region and the global 
economy. 

Many G20 economies, 
including Indonesia and 
Australia, are navigating a 
narrow and rocky path, with 
high and rising inflation, 
r i s ing  g loba l  in te res t 
rates, widespread skill 
shortages, energy and food 
insecurity and an uncertain 
and deteriorating global 
economic outlook. The 
Australian and Indonesian 
economies  a re  fa r ing 
relatively well in difficult 
circumstances but there are 
substantial risks ahead.

 While inflation in our 
two economies is below 
that of many others, it is 
expected to rise further, 
and the pressures felt by 
businesses and households 
are expected to get worse 
before they get better. 
Global supply shocks have 
been a key contributor to 
domestic challenges across 
the world and in our region, 
which is one reason why 
global coordination is so 
essential. 

Indonesia has received 
full support from members 
to adapt the existing G20 
agenda to address the 

G20 finance ministers and governors meeting: 
Hand in hand for global recovery

economic impact of the 
war, which has contributed 
to enormous spikes in global 
food and energy prices. The 
conflict in Ukraine must 
cease, to reduce suffering 
and mitigate further damage 
to the global economy. 

All G20 members must 
also be alert to global 
economic risks as interest 
r a t e s  n o r m a l i s e ,  a n d 
must carefully weigh the 
consequences for emerging 
and advanced economies. 
And governments should 
be looking to focus on the 
quality of spending as they 
repair their budgets, both to 
lift living standards and to 
ensure debt levels remain 
sustainable.   

Australia continues to 
be a strong supporter of 
Indonesia’s G20 presidency, 
including for its leadership 
on these major economic 
issues at such an immensely 
challenging t ime.  The 
G20 agenda continues to 
highlight the experiences 
of developing countries 
and small island developing 
states, including in the 
Pacific. 

The  weigh t  o f  our 
collective challenges should 
not fall on the shoulders 
of the most vulnerable – 
this would only serve to 
exacerbate inequality and 
global economic instability. 
It’s why Indonesia and 
Australia supported the 
establishment of the new 
Financial Intermediary 
F u n d  f o r  p a n d e m i c 
preparedness, to bolster 
our region’s economic and 
health security.

 It’s why we are both so 
alert to vulnerable countries 
facing debt distress, support 
greater debt transparency 
and welcomed progress to 
implement the Common 
F r a m e w o r k  f o r  D e b t 
Treatment. And it’s one of 
the reasons why we are both 
committed to a sustainable, 
inclusive recovery that’s 
driven by the transition 
to renewable energy and 
inves tment  in  qual i ty 
infrastructure. 

T h e  A u s t r a l i a n 
g o v e r n m e n t ’s  s t r o n g 
commitment to ambitious 
climate change action has 
added momentum to the 
G20’s sustainable finance 
agenda. Australia’s plans to 
introduce globally-aligned 
climate risk disclosure 

f r a m e w o r k s  f o r  t h e 
largest businesses are just 
one aspect of our reform 
agenda that will enhance 
policy certainty and drive 
investment. 

Both  Austra l ia  and 
Indonesia have a shared 
interest in ensuring the 
energy transition in our 
economies is smooth and 
orderly, while maximising 
the economic opportunities 
that come with renewable 
energy and tackling climate 
change. 

Both our governments 
consider our relationship 
a priority and will always 
seek  oppor tuni t ies  to 
deepen mutually beneficial 
connections through trade, 
investment and cooperation. 

The G20 meeting in 
Bali advanced our common 
goal of fostering a secure 
and prosperous region, and 
help to build a stronger and 
more sustainable global 
economy. Australia and 
Indonesia are friends and 
neighbors. We stand united 
for a rules-based world, for 
open, fair and transparent 
trade. For democratic rights 
and freedoms. That are good 
for our two countries, for 
our region and for the world.  

About the author: Sri 
Mulyani  Indrawat i  i s 
Indonesian finance minister. 
Jim Chalmers is treasurer of 
Australia.

Finance Minister Sri Mulyani (on screen) delivers her opening speech during the G20 Finance Ministers Meeting in Nusa 
Dua, Bali, on July 15, 2022. 
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Times Reporters

T h e  E m b a s s y  o f  t h e 
Republic of Korea in Laos 
staged a raft of events as part 
of the 2022 Korea Week and 
K-Pop World Festival taking 
place in Vientiane over the 
weekend.

The  two-day  event 
served to publicise Korean 
culture to Lao people by 
showcasing various aspects 
of the country’s arts and 
popular culture.

The festival comprised 
a  E m b a s s y ’s  p a r t n e r 
organisa t ions  such as 
KOICA, KOFIH, HRDK 
Korea promotion booth, 
K-products Zone, K-art 
Exhibition Zone, and a 
K-culture Zone.

K-culture Zone gave 
visi tors the chance to 
try Korean tradit ional 
costumes “Hanbok” and 
play traditional Korean 
fo lk  games ,  a l lowing 
participants to feel like the 
main characters in the Squid 
Game.

E v e n t s  o n  s t a g e 

Sisouphan 
Amphonephong 

The  Lao  Hand ic r a f t s 
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( L H A ) 
organised the “Craft Market 
in the Garden” last weekend 
to promote the work of 
artisans and tourism. 

M s  V i e n g k h a m 
Nanthavongdouangsy, the 
Vice President of LHA and 
the founder and designer of 
Khang, a textile and fashion 
brand, told Vientiane Times 
that the event was held in 
a garden in the heart of 
Vientiane city at Lani Guest 
House in Haisok village 
during July 16-17. 

T h e  v e n d o r s  w h o 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e 
market displayed textiles, 
pottery, baskets, food and 
agricultural products. 

This two-day event 
was supported by the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L a b o u r 
O r g a n i s a t i o n  ( I L O ) . 
Recently,  i t  supported 
LHA to arrange a number 

Entertainment

of workshops on financial 
management, marketing 
and branding. LHA and ILO 
decided to organise this craft 
market to bring together 
companies to exchange 
lessons learnt and to share 
outcomes on how their 
businesses improved after 
the training sessions. 

 The highlight of the craft 
market was an exhibition 
and a panel discussion on 
the topic “The Charm of 
The Sash” (Phabieng). 
High profile personalities 
who were par t  of  the 
panel included Mr Boua 
Ngeun Xaphouvong, the 
former Vice Minister of the 
Ministry of Information 
Cul ture  and Tour ism, 
M r s  D o u a n g d e u a n e 
Bounyavong, a  cultural 
researcher, Mrs Chanthao 
P a t h a m m a v o n g ,  t h e 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  L H A , 
M r s  K o n g t h o n g 
Nanthavongdouangsy, the 
founder of Phaeng Mai, and 
Mr Koun Chanthaboupha 

Vo n g s a l a v a n ,  a n  a r t 
creator. The discussion 
was moderated by Ms 
Souphaphone Suannavong.  

The five panelists talked 
about the charms of the Lao 
sash. Mrs Douangdeuane  
emphasised the tradition 
of the Phabieng, which 
was  ment ioned in  the 
ancient epics of Laos. 
Mrs Kongthong explained 
about the techniques and 
motifs used in producing 
Phabieng  in  d i ffe ren t 
periods of t ime, while 
Mr Koun said the future 
of this valuable part of 
the culture of the nation 
should be carried on by 
the young generation. Mrs 
Chanthao spoke about 
ongoing efforts to promote 
textile units as sustainable 
businesses, and before 
opening the discussion for 
a Q & A session, Mr Boua 
Ngeun spoke about how 
Lao people can promote 
Lao textile and costumes 
through their different 
careers. 

Ms Viengkham conveyed 
the organisers’ appreciation 
to all those who supported 
the event: “The LHA board 
committees were very happy 
with the success of this 
event, as it was above our 
expectations. We would like 
to thank all the organisers 
and exhibitors, with special 
thanks to the child models 
from the Miss Beautypower 
Laos company and all the 
lovely visitors who dressed 
passionately with their 
beautiful Phabieng for the 
event,” she said.

‘Craft Market in the Garden’ 
promotes handicrafts and textiles

Officials of the Lao Handicrafts Association pose for a group photo at the opening of “Craft 
Market in the Garden”.

Officials of the Lao Handicrafts Association promoting 
handicrafts products.

“2022 Korea Week” the K- 
culture event holds sucessfully 

after 3 years of pandemic
included a Korean cooking 
demonstration with tasting 
session. Also offered game 
contest inspired by the hit 
Netflix series, Squid Game.

The final round of the 
2022 K-Pop Festival in Laos 
championship also took place 
during the festival, in which 
top K-Pop cover groups from 
Laos competed for the title of 
best K-Pop dance and singing.

Speaking at the event, 
Ambassador of the Republic 
of Korea to Laos, Mr Im Moo-
hong, said that with most 

pandemic restrictions eased 
or lifted, the festival was a 
great opportunity to introduce 
aspects of Korean culture 
first-hand to Lao people in a 
fun atmosphere.

W i t h  a l l - d a y 
exhibitions, activities and 
stage performances, the 
Ambassador added that 
“The festival is an excellent 
chance to publicise some 
facets of Korea’s popular 
culture to the people of Laos 
and for everyone to enjoy 
themselves.”

Children give a taekwondo demonstration at the 2022 Korea 
Week in Vientiane.
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Manthaturath Printing Press

What’s on

House for Rent
In Center of Vientiane 
Capital, Xiengngeun 
Village, Chanthabouly 
District, Vientiane
Nearly Taladsao Shopping 
Mall and Centre of many 
Bank, 4 Bad rooms, 3 Bath 
rooms and one Kitchen
More information call 
(+ 85620) 5560 8444 (Lao)
(+85620) 5471 7977 (Eng)

Indonesia-Laos stage show and
trade fair

To mark the 65th anniversary of Laos-Indonesia
diplomatic relations, everyone is invited to enjoy
a colourful stage show and to visit our trade fair.
Admission is free.
When and Where: Performance at the National
Culture Hall on July 29 at 6:30pm and trade fair
at the Vientiane Center on July 30-31 from 10am
for a variety of Indonesian and Lao products.  

Painting competition
UNICEF and the Lao Youth Union invite 
children and young people to enter this painting 
competition titled: “The enriching and drawing 
dream of a green and safe world after the 
Covid pandemic for Lao children”. The winner 
will receive a certificate from UNICEF, school 
supplies, and the chance to display your drawing.
When: Registration open until July 24.
Where: Register at https://uni.cf/3NIhugt
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EUGENE, United States 
(Xinhua) -- Jamaican legend 
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce 
dashed across the finish line 
first to lift her fifth 100m 
world title at the World 
Athletics Championships 
here on Sunday.

T h e  3 5 - y e a r - o l d 
multi-Olympic and world 
champion led the pack 
of Jamaican sprinters to 
sweep the podium in a 
championships record time 
of 10.67 seconds.

Tokyo Olympic bronze 
medalist Shericka Jackson 
clocked a personal best of 
10.73 for the silver while 
Elaine Thompson-Herah, 
Tokyo and Rio Olympic 
champion in the event, 
bagged bronze in 10.81.

American athletes won 
big on the third day of 
the 10-day competition, 
claiming four out of seven 
gold medals on offer on 
Sunday.

G r a n t  H o l l o w a y 
successful ly  defended 
his 110m hurdles title in 
13.03 seconds, beating 
American compatriot Trey 

SPORT

ANKARA (Xinhua) -- Italy 
hammered out a 3-0 victory 
over Brazil to win their first 
women’s Volleyball Nations 
League (VNL) title here on 
Sunday, while Serbia claimed 
their first VNL podium finish 
after a straight-set victory 
over host Türkiye.

As the reigning European 
champions, Italy swept 
Brazil 25-23, 25-22, 25-22, 
leaving the South Americans 
with a third consecutive 
VNL silver.

Italian star opposite 
Paola Egonu led her team 
as the best scorer of the final 
match. She tallied 21 points, 

including three blocks. 
Outside hitter Caterina 
Bosetti added 11.

O p p o s i t e  K i s y 
Nascimento was Brazil’s 
best scorer on 14 points, 
followed by captain Gabriela 
Guimaraes on 11.

“I’m really happy! We did 
it as a group. We still have a 
long way to go, but we are 
happy with this great result,” 
said Italian setter Alessia 
Orro. “All of my teammates 
were great and the staff had a 
well-prepared technical plan, 
which worked out really 
well.”

In the bronze medal 

match, Serbia fought hard to 
get past Türkiye 27-25, 25-
17, 26-24 to claim their first 
VNL medal.

Serbian outside hitter 
Sara Lozo was on fire with 
a success rate of 62% in 
attack and a kill block 
towards a 19-point match 
high, followed by teammate 
Bianka Busa with 14 points 
and opposite Ana Bjelica 
with 12.

Turkish opposite Ebrar 
Karakurt was her team’s most 
prolific player with 14 points, 
while middle blocker Zehra 
Gunes added 13, including 
five blocks.

Players of Italy celebrate during the awarding ceremony after the 2022 FIVB 
Volleyball Women’s Nations League gold medal match between Italy and Brazil 
in Ankara, Türkiye on Sunday.                                                         --Photo Xinhua

Italy sweeps Brazil for first VNL title

Jamaican legend Fraser-Pryce lifts 
fifth women’s 100m world title

Cunningham by  f ive 
hundredths of a second. 
Spain’s 2021 European 
U-23 champion Asier 
Martinez finished with a 
bronze in a personal best 
of 13.17.

On the field, two-time 
Olympic champion Ryan 
Crouser reinforced his 
dominance in the men’s 
shot put by winning his 
first senior world title in 
a championships record 
of 22.94 metres. Two-
time world champion 
Joe Kovacs and Josh 
Awotunde finished the 
American podium sweep 
i n  2 2 . 8 9  a n d  2 2 . 2 9 
respectively.

E l sewhere ,  Tokyo 
Olympic champion Katie 
Nageotte edged her fellow 
American Sandi Morris 
as she cleared 4.85m 
with a single attempt 
for the pole vault gold. 
Morris cleared the same 
height with one more try. 
Australian Nina Kennedy 
came third.

Brooke Andersen of 
the United States claimed 

the women’s hammer throw 
gold medal with an effort 
of 78.96 metres. Canada’s 
C a m r y n  R o g e r s  t o o k 
the silver with 75.52m, 
a n d  A m e r i c a n  J a n e e 
Kassanavoid pocketed the 
bronze with 74.86m.

China’s Luo Na finished 
eighth with 70.42m.

U g a n d a ’ s  J o s h u a 
C h e p t e g e i ,  t h e  w o r l d 
record holder, defended his 
10,000m title after he held 
off all challengers on the 
final lap to clock a winning 
time of 27 minutes 27.43 
seconds.

K e n y a ’ s  S t a n l e y 
Waithaka Mburu took silver 
in 27:27.90,  and Jacob 
Kiplimo of Uganda claimed 
bronze in 27:27.97.

Ta m i r a t  To l a  f r o m 
Ethiopia stood on top of 
the men’s marathon podium 
with a championships record 
time of two hours, five 
minutes and 36 seconds.

He was fol lowed by 
another Ethiopian Mosinet 
Geremew in 2:06:44 and 
Belgium’s Bashir Abdi in 
2:06:48.


