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Phetphoxay Sengpaseuth 

Lao authorities are coming 
under increasing pressure 
to stop illegal employment 
agencies  sending Lao 
workers to other countries 
without permission from the 
government. 

The Ministry of Labour 
and Social Welfare on 
July 29 issued a warning 
advising people not to trust 
companies advertising jobs 
in the Republic of Korea, 
saying they could fall victim 
to human traffickers or be 
exploited by brokers in 
another country.

T h e  w a r n i n g  w a s 
issued after the ministry 
learnt that some people 
had set up businesses that 
claimed to provide jobs 
in Korea without first 
seeking permission from 
the ministry. 

No one is allowed to 
arrange for Lao nationals 
to work abroad without 
p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  t h e 
Ministry of Labour and 
Social Welfare, as stated in 
Article 12 of a decree issued 
in 2019.

Th i s  p r ac t i c e  a l so 
violates an agreement 
on the establishment of 
employment services dated 
March 25, 2022. Article 
51 states that rule-breakers 
will be warned, fined, have 
their business registration 
revoked, or face more 
serious legal action.

T h e  E m p l o y m e n t 
Department of the Ministry 
of  Labour  and Social 
Welfare and related bodies 
are working to resolve the 
issue and enforce the law in 
this respect.

A n y o n e  f r o m  t h e 
provinces wishing to work 
in the Republic of Korea or 
elsewhere in Laos must first 
inform their district labour 
office or provincial Labour 
Department. People living 
in Vientiane can contact 
the ministry’s Employment 
Department or an official 
employment agency. 

Authorities are calling on 
all government officials and 
local residents to comply 
with the warning issued by 
the ministry.

T h e  m i n i s t r y ’ s 
Employment Department 
sa id  the  low sa la r ies 

Times Reporters 

The Sithandone Special 
Economic Zone (SEZ) in 
southern Laos is starting 
construction of two major 
development projects after 
the completion of a land 
survey carried out by Zone 
officials and the government.

One of the developments 
is a grandiose hotel close to 
the Mekong River and the 
Khonphapheng Falls, built 
in the shape of two khaen 
and believed to be the tallest 
building in Laos.

The other is a warehouse, 
which is aimed at improving 
logistics in the area and 
fostering regional trade, 
according to the Zone’s 
Facebook page  “Four 
Thousand Islands”.  

The construction cost 
of the two projects has not 
been revealed, but they 
are part of the first phase 
of development of the 
Sithandone SEZ, which 
began in  2018 and is 
scheduled for completion 
in 2025, with an estimated 
value of about US$600 
million.

The 238.98 metre hotel 
is designed in the shape of 
two khaen (Laos’ iconic 
traditional pipe instrument) 
and will be a ‘valuable 
musical heritage’ for the 
Lao people.

An official from the 

Zone, Mr Xu Liang, said 
the survey for the hotel was 
expected to be complete in 
September and the ground-
breaking ceremony for the 
start of construction will 
take place after the rainy 
season.  

The hotel, which will 

contain restaurants and host 
tourism-related activities, 
is intended to welcome 
visitors from Southeast 
Asian countries and beyond.

The top floor will have 
a viewing platform that 
overlooks the spectacular 
Mekong River and across to 

the Cambodian border.
T h e  w a r e h o u s e  i s 

located 3km from the Laos-
Cambodia border, with the 
first phase of development 
to cover an area of 120,000 
square metres. The project 
will comprise a warehouse, 

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S 
(Xinhua) -- UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
on Monday welcomed the 
first commercial vessel 
sailing from Ukraine’s 
Odesa under the Black Sea 
Grain Initiative brokered 
by the United Nations and 
Türkiye.

The cargo ship loaded 
with more than 26,000 tons 
of corn should arrive at 
the inspection location in 
Turkish territorial waters 
on Tuesday. Following 
inspection, it will proceed 
to its final destination in 
Tripoli,  Lebanon, said 
Guterres.

“This ship, the Merchant 
Vessel Razoni, is loaded 
with two commodities in 
short supply: corn, and 
hope. Hope for millions of 
people around the world 
who depend on the smooth 
running of Ukraine’s ports 

Sithandone SEZ launches 
new mega projects

Sithandone Special Economic Zone will boost economic growth in Laos. 
–Photo Four Thousand Islands

Labour 
ministry 
warns 
of illicit 
employment 
agencies

UN chief welcomes 1st sailing of vessel from 
Ukraine’s Odesa under grain export deal

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres (left, front) speaks 
to the press at the UN headquarters in New York, on Aug. 1, 
2022. Guterres on Monday welcomed the first commercial 
vessel sailing from Ukraine’s Odesa under the Black Sea 
Grain Initiative brokered by the United Nations and Türkiye.

to feed their families,” he 
told reporters.

The ship’s departure 
is the first concrete result 
of the Black Sea Grain 
I n i t i a t i v e .  “ To d a y ’s 
departure is an enormous 
collective achievement 
by the Joint Coordination 
Centre, set up last week in 
Istanbul under UN auspices, 
with representatives from 
Ukra ine ,  Russ ia ,  and 
Türkiye,” Guterres said.

The Black Sea Grain 
Initiative, signed by Russia 
and Ukraine with Türkiye 
under the UN on July 22, 
would allow significant 
vo lumes  of  food  and 
fertiliser exports from three 
key Ukrainian ports in the 
Black Sea, namely Odesa, 
Chernomorsk and Yuzhny.

The deal aims to ensure 
the safe passage for ships 
carrying grain to world 
markets amid concerns 

about food shortages due 
to the prolonged crisis in 
Ukraine.

“What we’ve witnessed 
today in  Odesa  i s  an 
important starting point. It 
must be the first of many 
commercial ships bringing 
rel ief  and stabil i ty to 
global food markets,” said 
Guterres.

“Together  wi th  the 
agreed facilitation of the 
unimpeded access of Russian 
food products and fertilisers 
to world markets, it will 
bring relief and stability 
to global food markets and 
help tackle the global food 
crisis,” he added.

Ensuring that grain, 
fertilisers, and other food-
related items are available 
at reasonable prices to 
developing countries is a 
humanitarian imperative. 
P e o p l e  o n  t h e  v e rg e 
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Times Reporters

From January to May this 
year, the total value of trade 
between Laos and Indonesia 
reached US$22.7 million, 
with this figure expected to 
swell significantly by the end 
of this year. 

The two countries have 
seen a 282 percent increase 
in trade growth from US$16.1 
million in 2017 to US$45.5 
million in 2021.

Indonesian Ambassador 
to Laos, Dr Pratito Soeharyo, 
highlighted the figures when 
speaking at the Indonesia-Laos 
Trade Fair at the Vientiane 
Center Shopping Mall to mark 
the 65th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations between Indonesia 
and Laos.

Ambassador Pratito said 
he believed the trade fair 
would increase the exchange 
of information and business-
partner consultations, and 

Times Reporters

The government has reiterated 
its commitment to upholding 
the right to education for all 
people, with a commitment 
to action in four key areas of 
education transformation.

The four key areas are: 
commitment to recovery 
from the Covid-19 disruption 
to learning; commitment 
to innovation in education; 
commitment to adequate 
and sustainable public 
financing of education; and 
commitment to the review of 
national education targets and 
benchmarks.

The Ministry of Education 
and Sports reviewed the 
government’s commitment 
d u r i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Consultation for Transforming 
Education Summit held in 
Vientiane on Tuesday. 

Minister of Education 
and Sports, Associate Prof. 
Dr Phout Simmalavong, and 
UN Resident Coordinator a.i. 
to Laos, Mr Jan Delbaere, co-
chaired the meeting.

The national consultation 
summit aims to discuss and 
endorse Laos’ statement of 
commitment for transforming 
education in preparation for 
the United Nation’s Global 
Transforming Education 
Summit to be held in 
September.

Under the commitment to 
recovery from the Covid-19 
disruption to learning, the 
government affirms its 
commitment to keeping 
schools and other educational 

would generate more trade 
and investment between Lao 
and Indonesian businesses. 

Also speaking at the 
event, Laos’ Minister of 
Industry and Commerce 
Malaythong Kommasith said 
the anniversary and trade fair 
would broaden cooperation 
in the economic development 
of both countries, including 
trade, investment and tourism.

Last year, the total value 
of trade between Laos and 
Indonesia climbed to US$22 
million. There are several 
Indonesian enterprises 
operating in Laos with projects 
valued at US$1,719,551, with 
Indonesia ranked at 32 in 
terms of trade with Laos. 

Mr Malaythong invited 
entrepreneurs from Indonesia 
to investigate business 
opportunities in Laos, 
especially in industry. 

Laos is rich in natural 
resources and has great 
potential in the agriculture 

institutions open, wherever 
possible, and safe for children.

The government will work 
to ensure that all schools 
have access to clean water, 
electricity, and other key 
facilities.

The government commits 
to ensure that teachers 
and students are equipped 
with digital skills after the 
Covid-19 pandemic has 
changed education forever.

The government will also 
prioritise the expansion of 
learning resources including 
digital learning resources, 
educational television content, 
and the promotion of this 
content to the general public.

The government also 
affirms its commitment to 
digital transformation within 
the Ministry of Education 
and Sports to help strengthen 
planning, monitoring and 
governance, and to expand 
access to digital learning 
in Laos. In addition, the 
government will source 

sector, including organic 
farming, and it is hoped that 
Lao agricultural produce 
could be purchased for export 
to Indonesia. 

In addition, goods from 
Indonesia could be marketed 
in Laos and vice versa.  

The trade fair, which 
took place on July 30-31, 
featured 12 Indonesian 
booths displaying food items, 
clothing, handicrafts, fertiliser 
and heavy industry machinery 
such as military products and 
aircraft.

Eighteen Lao companies 
also took part in the event 
to introduce Lao products to 
Indonesians. 

On July 31, a business 
matching event took place 
which led to a distributorship 
agreement between PT. 
Renner Inti International 
(PT. PATEN), an Indonesian 
producer of organic fertiliser, 
and Genscore Laos Co. Ltd., 
as the exclusive distributor. 

adequate and sustainable 
public financing of education 
as well as foster partnerships 
with other stakeholders for 
shared responsibilities. 

The government also 
affirms its commitment to 
strengthen financial data 
management, analysis and 
utilisation to ensure equitable 
allocation of limited resources 
as well as greater efficiency 
and accountability.

Based on commitments 
1-3 and to support recovery 
from Covid-19 and accelerate 
progress towards Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 
4, the government affirms 
its commitment to achieve 
SDG4 benchmarks set for 
2025 and 2030.

It  wil l  also review 
national targets set within the 
Education and Sports Sector 
Development Plan at the 
national, provincial and district 
levels and raise these targets 
where possible to achieve the 
SDG4 benchmarks.

VIP guests from Indonesia and Laos visit booths at the Indonesian-Lao Trade Fair 
in Vientiane.

Indonesia, Laos 
expand trade growth

Xayxana Leukai

The Ministry of Health is 
warning members of the 
public not to self-medicate or 
to go to a clinic if they become 
ill, as this could delay essential 
hospital treatment if the illness 
turns out to be dengue.

The warning was issued 
to discourage people from 
failing to seek appropriate 
treatment promptly, so that 
their condition did not become 
serious or, worse, result in 
death. 

Some people have waited 
too long after becoming 
infected with dengue and 
gone to a hospital only after 
becoming very unwell.

Minister of Health Dr 
Bounfeng Phoummalaysith 
said that if anyone falls ill at 
this time of the year they should 

get a check-up and treatment at 
a government hospital.  

“Don’t try to buy medicine 
at a pharmacy to treat yourself. 
Don’t go to a clinic for a 
health check or simply take 
a rehydration solution at 
home. These approaches are 
inadvisable and could result 
in death,” he said. 

A doctor at Setthathirath 
Hospital said that people with 
dengue fever need to have 
daily blood tests to monitor the 
development of the disease. 
Tests should be done on at 
least four or five consecutive 
days. 

P e o p l e  w i t h  m i l d 
symptoms don’t need to stay 
in hospital overnight but 
must go for blood tests every 
day. However, anyone with 
stomachache or bleeding from 
the nose or gums is advised to 

stay overnight and have their 
blood tested every day.

Even though hospital 
treatment is important, the 
best way to tackle dengue 
fever is to prevent infection 
in the first place. 

The health ministry advises 
everyone to get rid of potential 
mosquito breeding grounds by 
emptying water from old tyres, 
tins, coconut shells and any 
other empty containers that 
might be lying around.

This is in compliance with 
the ministry’s slogan “no 
stagnant water, no larvae”. 
Of course, if there are no 
larvae, there are no dengue 
mosquitoes. And if there 
are no dengue mosquitoes, 
there will be no dengue 
fever. If dengue fever can 
be eliminated, people will 
be more healthy and able to 

See a doctor if you have dengue fever, health minister advises

Govt reaffirms commitment 
to reform of education

Associate Prof. Dr Phout Simmalavong (right) and Mr Jan 
Delbaere co-chair the education meeting in Vientiane on 
Tuesday. 

play a greater role in national 
development.  

On August 1, 309 new 
dengue infections were 
reported in Laos, making a 
total of 13,938 dengue cases 
so far this year, while 15 people 
have died from the virus.

According to the World 
Health Organisation, dengue 
is one of the most important 
epidemic infectious diseases 
in humans. 

Major epidemics in 
large tropical urban centres 
are caused by all four 
virus serotypes and result 
in significant morbidity 
and mortality, especially in 
resource poor countries where 
they often strain primary 
health care and create chaos as 
hospitals and clinics become 
overloaded with patients.

As of July 27 this year, 

2,357,301 cases and 1,731 
deaths from dengue had been 
reported worldwide.

Brazil has recorded the 
largest number with 1,827,617, 
Vietnam has recorded 103,433 
cases, the Philippines 64,797, 
Peru 56,021, and Indonesia 
52,313. 

Brazil has also reported 

the highest number of deaths 
from dengue with 737, 
Indonesia has reported 448, 
the Philippines 274, Peru 65, 
and Timor Leste 56. 

Since the previous update 
published in week 26 of 2022, 
505,574 new cases and 422 
new deaths have been reported 
worldwide.

Village health volunteers and local residents empty water 
that had collected in old tyres.
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Times Reporters

A t t a p e u  p r o v i n c i a l 
authorities confiscated over 
1,350 cubic metres of illegal 
felled wood over the first 
six months of this year in a 
continuing battle against the 
illegal timber trade.

The figure was reported 
during a review meeting held 
by the Attapeu provincial 
Agriculture and Forestry 
Department on Friday.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Pa the t l ao  newspape r, 
forestry officials patrolled 
areas where it was believed 
trees were being illegally 
felled.

They also carried out 638 
checks at wood processing 
plants in five districts of the 
southern province to clamp 
down on illicit activities.

While  carrying out 
c h e c k s ,  a u t h o r i t i e s Times Reporters

Members of the Lao and 
Vietnamese armies together 
with residents of Attapeu 
province recently teamed 
up to practice emergency 
rescue operations and life-
saving manoeuvres that 
might be required in the 
event of a natural disaster.

Personnel from the Lao 
and Vietnamese defence 
forces partnered in the 
exercises, which took place 
in Xaysi village, Xaysetha 
district.

The training exercise 
was  a lso  a t tended by 
the Governor of Attapeu 
p r o v i n c e ,  M r  L e t 
Xayaphone.

At the start of the session, 
army personnel and local 
villagers met to discuss 

uncovered 39 incidents 
relating to illegally felled 
timber and confiscated over 
70,000 logs measuring 
over 1,350 cubic metres in 
volume.

Officials also impounded 
22 vehicles used in illegal 
logging and seized 16 
pieces of equipment and 
chainsaws.

Authorities also visited 
markets to check for the 
sale of protected wildlife 
and found some barking 
deer meat. The meat was 
disposed of and the vendor 
given a warning.

Provincial authorities 
are enforcing the law with 
regard to timber and forestry 
management, under Prime 
Minister’s Order No. 15, 
in an attempt to curb the 
burgeoning cross-border 
trade in timber.

Even though illegal the process of dealing with 
the aftermath of extreme 
weather events.

T h e  o r g a n i s i n g 
c o m m i t t e e  s i m u l a t e d 
disaster situations involving 
model houses and mock 
s t o r m  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a s 
well as demonst ra t ing 
evacuations. The exercise 
involved moving people 
and their property to a safe 
location, while medical 
field staff demonstrated 
the use of first aid for 
injured people and ways 
to ensure safety.

The  jo in t  exe rc i se 
demonstrated the shared 
commitment of the Lao 
and Vietnamese armies, 
especially the Attapeu 
P r o v i n c i a l  M i l i t a r y 
Command and the Military 
Command of Vietnam, to 

l o g g i n g  r e m a i n s 
commonplace, the Order 
was  seen  as  a  ma jo r 
a c h i e v e m e n t  b y  t h e 
government, which was 
led by then Prime Minister 
Thongloun Sisoulith.

T h e  O r d e r  b a n n e d 
the export of all types of 
unfinished wood products 
inc lud ing  t imber  and 
logs and was considered 
a significant move in the 
battle to clamp down on the 
illicit trade in wood.

The Order not only 
helped to tackle widespread 
illegal logging but lent 
support to the war on 
corruption in the timber 
industry.

The move gained strong 
public support as it resulted 
in the confiscation and 
recovery of thousands of 
cubic metres of illegally 
harvested wood. carry out the activities with 

sincerity and in a spirit of 
unity.

The training prepared 
local residents and military 
units for an unexpected 
disaster by simulating the 
actual conditions likely to 
be encountered.

The two sides’ steering 
committees called on the 
village committee and 
residents to act responsibly 
in monitoring for weather 
e x t r e m e s  a n d  t o  b e 
comprehensively prepared 
to respond.

In the event of a storm 
or  heavy rain,  people 
were advised to assess the 
situation quickly and report 
conditions to the authorities 
so they could deal with 
any problems in a timely 
manner.

Lao, Vietnamese armies share 
in emergency rescue exercise

Lao and Vietnamese army personnel last week take part in a rescue drill in Attapeu province.

Attapeu authorities seize vast 
haul of illegally felled wood

customs office, company 
dormitories, a cold storage 
area and other facilities.  

The warehouse will 
be a key logistics hub for 
trade between Laos, China, 
Thailand and Cambodia.

The Sithandone SEZ 
i s  l o c a t e d  i n  K h o n g 
district,  a large island 
in the Mekong River in 
Champassak  province 
and a hub for visitors to 
the Khonphapheng Falls, 
the biggest waterfall in 
Southeast Asia.

The falls are just over 
100km from the provincial 
capital of Pakxe and close to 
the Laos-Cambodia border. 
Officials say the thundering 
cascade is a massive tourist 
draw and was considered 
an appropriate site for the 
SEZ as it would bring more 
business to the area.

The master plan of the 
Sithandone SEZ features 
several high rises that will 
serve as hotels, restaurants, 
a shopping centre and other 
tourism-related businesses.

In the first phase of the 
project (2018-2025), the 
developer will install the 
necessary infrastructure 
including roads, water 
supply and drainage. The 
second phase may include 
an  a i rpor t  because  of 
the intended scale of the 
project.

This year, the developer 
plans to build facilities on 
an area of 66 hectares. The 
construction of a golf course 
and fishing lake is already 
complete.  

Sithandone SEZ... FROM PAGE 1

Times Reporters

More cases of Covid-19 are 
being recorded despite the 
government’s attempts to 
curb the spread of the virus.

On Tuesday, the Centre of 
Information and Education 
for Health reported 104 
new infections, bringing 
the countrywide total since 
the start of the pandemic to 
211,375 cases.

Vien t i ane  r epor t ed 
the highest  number of 
new infections with 90, 
followed by Savannakhet 
province with six new 
cases, Borikhamxay with 
th ree ,  and  Oudomxay 
two, while Xieng Khuang, 
Khammuan and Bokeo 
provinces each reported 
one new case. 

Director General of 
the Ministry of Health’s 
Department of Hygiene 
and Health Promotion, Dr 
Phonepaseuth Ounaphom, 
said it was possible the 
number  of  cases  was 
increasing because of the 
high number of Omicron 
BA.4 and BA.5 infections 
in Europe. These sub-
variants of Covid are highly 
transmissible and foreign 
tourists are now returning 
to Laos. 

Health authorities are 
advising people to wear 
masks in public places 

and to get Covid booster 
shots, as the virus is still 
circulating, although in most 
cases it is asymptomatic. 

T h e  C e n t r e  o f 
Information and Education 
for Health warns that even 
though people have no 
symptoms of Covid, they 
can still transmit the virus to 
other individuals, who may 
become unwell.

This means it is advisable 
for everyone to wear a mask, 
especially in public places 
such as banks, restaurants, 
markets and places of 
entertainment.

T h e  v i r u s  c a n  b e 
spread through coughing 
and sneezing,  s inging 
loudly, breathing, touching 
contaminated objects, and 
by spending time with 
other people in unventilated 
rooms.

Preventive measures 
include social distancing, 
regular hand washing, 
wearing a face mask, and 
limiting face-to-face contact 
with others.

It is important to use 
a face mask in the correct 
way. The white side of the 
mask should be placed 
immediately next to the 
face, with the thin metal 
strip at the top. The mask 
should cover the nose and 
chin, and then the metal strip 
should be squeezed so that it 

sticks to the nose.
It’s also important to 

remove and dispose of 
masks correctly. After use, 
masks are considered to 
be contaminated, so they 
should be carefully removed 
using the ear straps. Then 
wrap the mask in a plastic 
bag and discard it in a 
rubbish bin with a lid.  

Staff at the Centre urge 
everyone to get their first and 
second Covid vaccinations 
followed by booster shots 
to protect themselves and 
their loved ones from severe 
illness, as well as following 
the latest advice from health 
authorities. 

Booster doses of Covid 
vaccine are being provided 
to bolster waning immunity 
levels following the first 
round of vaccinations and 
to prevent another spike in 
infections.

B o o s t e r  s h o t s  a r e 
avai lable  a t  the  main 
hospitals in Vientiane, as 
well as at district hospitals, 
the Chinese Temple in 
D o n g p a l a e p  v i l l a g e , 
Chanthabouly distr ict , 
and the Army Institute 
i n  P h o n t o n g  v i l l a g e , 
Chanthabouly district. 

I n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s , 
booster shots are available 
at provincial and district 
hospitals, and specially 
designated locations.

Covid infections on the rise

offered by employers in 
Laos is one reason that 
many undocumented Lao 
nationals working in Korea 
did not register with the 
authorities before seeking 

work abroad.
The low salaries offered 

by employers in Laos drive 
many people to seek work 
in other countries including 
Thailand and Korea, where 

the wages are higher. 
Many factories and 

companies in Laos have job 
vacancies but few people are 
interested in working for 
such low pay.

Labour ministry warns... FROM PAGE 1
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Photo SceneS

Oudomxay court gives death 
sentence to drug dealer

Translated by Meuangkham Noradeth

The Oudomxay provincial people’s court has convicted a drug dealer and given him the 
death sentence under the nation’s laws.

The court recently heard the case of Mr Somly, a resident of Pasack village in Xay 
district of Oudomxay province. The court heard that at 8 pm on May 25, 202, police in 
Oudomxay received a report about a pick-up truck possibly transporting illegal goods 
that had driven into Mr Somly’s house in Pasack.

Police formed a special unit to follow the suspect and at 8 am the next day, they 
checked Mr Somly’s house and found a pistol, 25 bullets, 48 sacks of white powder 
weighing 1,200 kg, 1,030,000 baht and a mobile phone.

Police detained Mr Somly after they checked his pick-up truck and found 1,098,000 
amphetamine tablets in the back seat. They also seized the drugs, the pistol and money 
found in his possession.

During questioning by police, Mr Somly admitted that at 6 pm on May 25, 2021, Mr 
Da, from Tonpheung district in Bokeo province, had transported 1,098,000 amphetamine 
tablets to his house. Mr Da paid Mr Somly 109,800 baht to transport the narcotics to a 
person in Sikerd village of Vientiane. Mr Somly then hid the narcotics in the back seat 
of his truck.

At 8 pm on the same day, a Vietnamese national transported 48 sacks of white power 
weight 1,200 kg to Mr Somly’s house and paid him 150,000 baht to transport the goods 
to Vientiane. Mr Somly hid the white powder in his house.

Mr Da had previously paid Mr Somly 180,000 baht to transport 1,800,000 amphetamine 
tablets to a person in Vientiane. Besides, a Vietnamese national paid Mr Somly 300,000 
baht to transport two tonnes of white power to Vientiane. Mr Somly also bought a gun 
and bullets for 15,000 baht from a person whose name and address he did not know.

--lsecuritynews.com, July 29

Drink-driving a key cause 
of road accidents

Drink-driving resulted in 838 road accidents nationwide during the first six months of 
this year.

Information from the Ministry of Public Security showed there were a total of 3,412 
road accidents during this period. These accidents killed 521 people, injured 5,459 people 
and damaged 6,096 vehicles.

The other causes of road accidents were exceeding the speed limit (713 cases), 
changing direction suddenly while driving (371 cases), cutting in front of other vehicles, 
(231 cases), and violating traffic lights (98 cases).

Vientiane recorded 529 road accidents that killed 104 people, Champassak province 
recorded 431 cases that killed 58 people, and Savannakhet province recorded 353 cases 
that killed 62 people, Vientiane province recorded 315 cases that killed 27 people, and 
Luang Namtha province recorded 241 cases that killed 27 people.

Drink-driving was the most serious cause of road accidents. Though traffic police 
nationwide organised checks along roads to catch drunk drivers, this did not reduce the 
number of accidents.

--lsecuritynews.com, July 29

Phonthong police arrest criminal
Police in Phonthong district of Champassak province have arrested an alleged criminal 
named Mr Monty on charges of murder.

Police in Champassak said that at 10 pm on July 16, a friend picked up Mr Monty, 
a 38-year-old resident of Huaypeak village of Phonthong, to drink beer at a shop in 
Huaypeak village in the same district. After that, Mr Monty got drunk and made a lot 
of noise.

Later, Mr Monty saw Mr Sengchanh, 50, and Ms Vanh, 43, drinking beer on the 
roadside and he walked up to them and allegedly used a beer bottle to hit Ms Vanh on 
the head. The bottle broke and he allegedly used it to stab Mr Sengchanh in the neck, 
killing him instantly.

Mr Monty escaped and hid in his house. Police followed him and arrested him on July 
17. During questioning by police, Mr Monty confessed that the Champassak provincial 
people’s court had sentenced him on three occasions in cases of assault and drug dealing. 
He had been addicted to drugs since 2003.

On February 2, his family member took him in Phonthong prison to try to change his 
bad behaviour and he was released on July 12.

After Mr Monty was picked up by his friend at 5.30 pm on July 16, they drank four 
bottles of beer in the friend’s house. They also consumed two amphetamine tablets and 
then Mr Monty went home.

At 9 pm, two friends of Mr Monty picked him up from his home and they drank beer 
at a shop near Huaypeak village until 10 pm. He then allegedly assaulted Mr Sengchanh 
and Ms Vanh.

Police in Phonthong will send Mr Monty to the Champassak provincial people’s court 
to be sentenced and punished under the nation’s laws.

--Update News, July 28

The winners of Luang Prabang province’s badminton competition, together with event 
organisers, gather at the close of the Revive Luang Prabang Badminton Championship, 
in which 277 players from 20 clubs in five provinces took part.         --Photo Paxason

A representative of the Lao Derm Group, Mr Bounlab Kingphet, on Monday gives electric 
sewing machines and a camera worth 50 million kip to the President of Champassak 
province’s Women Union, Ms Tedavanh Keophilavanh, for use by members of the 
Women’s Union.                         --Photo Champamai newspaper

Lao Skyway staff and security officials on Monday open a round-trip flight between 
Vientiane and Xayaboury province. Flights are scheduled on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays.              --Photo In Love Aviation

The Ministry of Information, Culture and Tourism on Tuesday runs a training course 
in modern bookkeeping, as recommended by the government. The short course was 
attended by officials from provincial Information, Culture and Tourism Departments 
and took place at the National Culture Hall. The opening ceremony was attended by 
the Office Head of the Ministry of Information, Culture and Tourism, Mr Boualay 
Phanouvong, and officials from the information ministry and the Ministry of Finance.
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World
World news in brief  

of  famine  need these 
agreements to work, in order 
to survive. Countries on 
the verge of bankruptcy 
need these agreements 
to work, in order to keep 
their  economies alive, 
he said. In line with the 
humanitar ian spir i t  of 
the initiative, the World 
Food Programmeme is 
planning to purchase, load 
and ship an initial 30,000 
metric tons of wheat out of 
Ukraine on a UN-chartered 
vessel, said the UN chief.

The conflict in Ukraine 
must end, and peace must 
be established, in line 
with the UN Charter and 
international law, he said. “I 
hope today’s news can be a 
step toward that goal, for the 
people of Ukraine and the 
Russian Federation, and for 
the world.”

While this tragic conflict 
continues to rage, the United 

(The Nat ion/ANN) - - 
Improper use of Covid-19 
antivirals can create drug 
resistance, the Department of 
Disease Control warned on 
Monday.

Dr Opas Karnkawinpong, 
the department’s director-
general, said healthy people 
who have been vaccinated 
do not need to take antivirals 
as most of them develop 
m i l d  s y m p t o m s . T h e 
government recently gave 
private hospitals and clinics 
the go-ahead to prescribe 
the antiviral Molnupiravir to 
patients suffering from severe 
Covid-19 symptoms. 

However, Opas said that 
though the antivirals ease 
symptoms fast, they can have 
a negative impact in the long 
term if used improperly. 

“Antiviral drugs should 
only be taken when prescribed 

(China Daily/ANN) -- 
Ch ina ’s  domes t i ca l l y 
developed C919 passenger 
jet has finished all of its 
test flights before seeking 
certif icates to operate 
passenger flights, a sign the 
plane is getting closer to its 
commercial debut, industry 
experts said.

T h e  d e b u t  o f  t h e 
homegrown aircraft, which 
would break the market 
duopoly of Boeing and 
Airbus, is expected to push 
the development of China’s 
civil aircraft manufacturing 
industry into the fast lane, 
they said.

“ T h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n 
i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  h e l p 
accelerate the integrated 
growth of the aircraft 
manufacturing industry 
and the air transportation 
industry, and to further 
enhance the international 
competitiveness of China’s 
civil aviation industry,” said 
Zou Jianjun, a professor 
a t  the  Civ i l  Avia t ion 
Management Institute of 
China.

The manufacturer of the 
C919, Commercial Aircraft 

Nations is working every 
day to bring relief to the 
people of Ukraine, and to 
those suffering the effects 
of the conflict around the 
world, he said.

The  pa r t i e s  to  the 
initiative have worked 
tirelessly to reach this 
milestone, with the support 
of the United Nations and 
Türkiye, he noted.

“After speaking to my 
colleagues, I know they 
worked practically all night, 
sleeping for just one hour -- 
like all the other delegations 
at the Joint Coordination 
Centre (in Istanbul). It is 
thanks to their commitment 
that the Razoni was able 
to leave Odesa safely. I 
salute their efforts, and I am 
grateful to Türkiye for its 
leadership,” he said.

In  a  press  re lease , 
the Joint Coordination 
Centre (JCC), which was 

by a physician because 
improper use can create drug 
resistance,” he said. 

As for President Joe Biden 
developing a “rebound” 
Covid-19 infection last week 
after taking the antiviral 
Paxlovid, Opas said this was 
possibly because of drug 
resistance. He explained that 
drug resistance stops the 
antiviral from removing all 
the virus from the body.

Biden first contracted the 
virus on July 21 but developed 
mild symptoms. However, 
after testing negative for 
three days running, he tested 
positive again on July 30.

Separately, Opas said that 
7,000 of the 257,500 Evusheld 
Long-Acting Antibody 
(LAAB) doses ordered with 
AstraZeneca will be delivered 
to state-run hospitals within 
this week. 

Corp of China, announced 
on Monday that the aircraft 
model completed all of 
its test flights. Earlier, six 
C919 prototypes had been 
undergoing intensive test 
flights in different weather 
conditions at the company’s 
testing bases in places like 
Yanliang, Shaanxi province, 
and Dongying, Shandong 
province.

The first C919 narrow-
body passenger  je t  is 
expected to be delivered 
to China Eastern Airlines 
before the end of the year, 
Commercial Aircraft Corp 
of China said. The company 
started manufacturing the 
first C919 aircraft in late 
2019, and the work has 
made progress.

Lin Zhijie, an aviation 
industry analyst, said that 
based on the experience 
of the ARJ21, the first 
domestically made regional 
passenger jet, which obtained 
certificates in 2014, it takes 
about a month between the 
completion of test flights 
and the certificates being 
issued by the Civil Aviation 
Administration of China.

(The nation/ANN) -- The 
Public Health Ministry 
released treatment guidelines 
on Monday after the second 
monkeypox patient was 
detected in Thailand last 
week.

D r  N a r u e m o n 
Sawanpanyalert, a specialist 
at the Medical Services 
Department, said those at risk 
will be treated as monkeypox 
patients while waiting for 
test results from two labs for 
accuracy.

If the virus is not detected 
by either lab, then the patient 
will be treated for symptoms 
or be discharged. Suspected 
monkeypox patients who 
show no symptoms will be 
advised to monitor themselves 
for 21 days and visit a doctor 
immediately if they develop 
any symptoms.

If the virus is detected, 
the patient will be treated 
and isolated. They can only 
get palliative care as there 

established under the Black 
Sea Grain Initiative, affirmed 
that it has authorised the 
Razoni to sail from Odesa.

“The JCC has agreed 
to the specific coordinates 
and restrictions of the 
S a f e  H u m a n i t a r i a n 
Maritime Corridor and 
has communicated those 
details in accordance with 
international navigation 
procedures. The JCC has 
requested all its participants 
to inform their respective 
military and other relevant 
authorities of this decision 
to ensure the safe passage 
of the vessel,” it said.

The JCC is monitoring 
the safe passage of the 
vessel through the Safe 
Humanitarian Maritime 
Corridor, it added.

The JCC comprises 
senior representatives from 
Ukraine, Russia, Türkiye 
and the United Nations.

China to see 
population shrink by 
2025
(China Daily/ANN) -- 
China’s population growth 
is set to turn negative 
by 2025, as low fertility 
rates and aging will bring 
long-term challenges, 
the National Health 
Commission, the country’s 
top health authority, said 
in an article published on 
Monday.
It is the commission’s first 
projection with a specific 
time frame on negative 
population growth in the 
country as years of falling 
birthrates have prompted 
heated discussions on 
when China would face a 
shrinking total population.
The growth rate of 
China’s population has 
been slowing down in 
recent years, and negative 
growth will occur during 
the 14th Five-Year Plan 
(2021-25) period, said 
the article published 
in Qiushi Journal, the 
flagship magazine of the 
Communist Party of China 
Central Committee.

Six injured after 
shooting in northeast 
Washington D.C.
WASHINGTON (Xinhua) 
-- Six people were injured, 
including several in critical 
condition, in a shooting in 
northeast Washington D.C. 
on Monday night.
D.C. Council member 
Charles Allen tweeted the 
shooting occurred at “1515 
F St in Azeeze Bates”.
“Devastating gun violence 
for the community 
tonight,” Allen wrote. 
“Mass shooting -- 6 
injured, several critical.”
Police are expected to 
provide updates shortly.
The United States has 
suffered at least 385 mass 
shootings so far this year, 
according to the latest data 
from the non-profit Gun 
Violence Archive.

Russia and Cambodia 
Eyeing Switching 
to National 
Currencies in 
Mutual Settlements, 
Ambassador Says
MOSCOW (Sputnik) -- 
Russia and Cambodia are 
considering a possibility 
to switch to national 
currencies in mutual 
settlements, Russian 
Ambassador to Cambodia 
Anatoly Borovik said in an 
interview with Sputnik.
“In terms of cooperation 
in the financial sector, 
our partners are aware 
of the relevant Russian 
initiatives, they are being 
developed,” Borovik 
said when asked about a 
possibility of switching 
to national currencies in 
mutual settlements.

“Now, the C919 has 
entered the final stage 
before getting the three 
certificates required to 
operate commercial flights. 
First, it needs to get a 
certificate that attests to the 
airworthiness of a particular 
category of aircraft. There 
is still some paperwork that 
needs to be done,” said Lin, 
who is also a columnist 
for Carnoc, a leading civil 
aviation website in China.

In addition, the model 
needs to obtain a production 
certificate, and it also needs 
to get the last certificate, or 
a permit, for commercial 
operation of passenger 
flights. Only after all three 
certificates are obtained can 
an aircraft model be put into 
commercial use, he said.

The C919 has 158 to 
168 seats and a range of 
4,075 to 5,555 kilometers. 
Its competitors include the 
single-aisle B737 of Boeing 
and the A320 of Airbus. 
So far, 815 intended and 
confirmed orders have been 
placed for the C919 from 28 
Chinese and international 
customers.

are no antiviral drugs for 
monkeypox yet. The patient 
will be isolated for 14 to 21 
days until their scabs fall off.

Naruemon said there are 
six high-risk groups that might 
develop severe symptoms, 
namely:
-People with compromised 

immunity like HIV and 
cancer patients.

- People who have received 
an organ or bone marrow 
transplant over the past two 
years.

- People suffering from 
immunosuppression.

- Children aged eight or less.
- Pregnant and breastfeeding 

women.
- People suffering from skin 

disease.
The  Pub l ic  Hea l th 

Ministry confirmed that the 
second monkeypox case was 
found in Bangkok on July 
28, while the Disease Control 
Department said no new cases 
were found as of Monday.

Ministry issues 
guidelines on treatment 
of monkeypox patients

The first C919 passenger jet takes off for a test flight at Shanghai Pudong International 
Airport on May 14.                   --Photo Xinhua

C919 jet completes tests, nears 
commercial operation

Doctor warns of drug resistance 
if Covid antivirals used wrongly

UN chief welcomes 1st... FROM PAGE 1
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Times Reporters

The prices of food items 
continue to be high despite 
a fall in the value of key 
foreign currencies such as 
the US dollar and the Thai 
baht.

The value of foreign 
currencies, especially the 
US dollar and the Thai baht, 
was the highest in June, and 
then declined slowly from 
the beginning of July as the 
government took action to 
address the issue.    

The main factor behind 
the  s t rength  of  these 
currencies was the shortage 
of foreign currency needed 
to pay for imports and debts, 
according to the Bank of 
Lao PDR.

The resul ted  in  an 
increase in the cost of 
imported goods, and the 
price of food items sold 
within the country was 
adjusted higher by market 
mechanisms.    

However, people are 
now complaining that the 
prices of goods continue to 
be high even after a fall in 
the value of the US dollar 
and the Thai baht.

An  o ff i c i a l  o f  t he 

(Global Times/BRNN) -- 
As China vowed to boost 
international trade, more 
charter flights have been and 
will be organised for Chinese 
traders to go abroad and for 
foreign merchants to come to 
China, allowing more face-
to-face contact that is crucial 
to maintaining trade partners.

The latest example was the 
business charter flight carrying 
163 Pakistani businessmen 
to Yiwu, East China’s 
Zhejiang Province, arriving 
on Saturday, according to 
a press release by the Yiwu 
municipal government on its 
WeChat account on Saturday.

It was the first charter 
flight carrying foreign traders 
to China in 2022, opening 
a new channel for foreign 
investors to purchase in China 
amid epidemic.

Before the epidemic in 
2020, more than 560,000 
foreign businessmen visited 
Yiwu - the largest small 
commodity market in the 
world - every year, and 
more than 15,000 foreign 
businessmen from more than 
100 countries and regions 
were residents in Yiwu.

Face-to-face contact
A Yiwu-based stuffed toys 

maker surnamed Li told the 
Global Times on Monday that 
she is eagerly waiting for her 
Pakistani business partner. 

“My customer came to 
check and experience new 
products in person, which 
cannot be replaced by online 
displays,” said Li. She is 
expecting more orders and 
hopes the charter flights could 
be normalised.

Pakistani businessman 

Domestic Trade Department 
told Vientiane Times on 
Monday that the department, 
working in cooperation 
with relevant government 
organisations at the central 
and local levels, took action 
to carry out inspections and 
to collect information from 
some major importers and 
entrepreneurs.

The traders reported they 
could not lower the prices 
of food items, especially 
imported goods, as they 
had been bought at a time 
when the value of foreign 
currencies was high. 

The stock of food items 
imported when the foreign 
currencies were worth 
more are yet to depleted, 
and authorities believe that 
the prices imported food 
items will decrease soon, 
especially if the value of 
foreign currencies falls 
further.

At the same time, the 
authorities have asked 
traders not to take advantage 
of the situation to make high 
profits. 

The prices of pork, 
farmed fish and eggs remain 
high as the capital costs 
of rearing animals has 

increased, especially the 
price of animal feed and 
transportation fees.

The price of pork in 
different provincial markets 
has risen to around 70,000 
kip a kg, farmed fish sells 
for 32,000 kip a kg and eggs 
go for 45,000 kip a box, a 
Vientiane Times’ reporter 
observed.

The price of pork at the 
end of last year was 45,000 
kip a kg, farmed fish cost 
25,000 kip a kg and a box of 
eggs cost 34,000 kip. 

The Covid-19 pandemic, 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
and sanctions by the US 
and the European Union 
on Russia have resulted in 
high inflation rates and an 
increase in food prices in 
countries around the world.  

The Lao government 
has struggled to cope with 
the rise in prices of goods, 
inflation and the weak Lao 
kip.

Inflation continues to 
spiral out of control in Laos, 
with the country’s Statistics 
Bureau announcing last 
month that year-on-year 
inflation had risen to a 22-
year high of 23.6 percent 
in June.

The prices of food items in Lao supermarkets continue to be high. 

Goods’ prices high despite fall in 
value of foreign currencies 

China to organise more charter 
flights to boost foreign trade

Asif was finally able to get 
back to Yiwu on the charter 
flight after having waited for 
more than half a year.

His company purchases 
about 200 standard containers 
of goods in Yiwu every year, 
according to media reports.

Upon arrival in China, 
foreign traders will follow 
a closed-loop process, and 
health management measures 
such as centralised quarantine 
will be implemented, a source 
close to the Yiwu commerce 
bureau, told the Global Times 
on Sunday.

Yiwu will continue to 
promote business charter 
flights, and help enterprises to 
win back more foreign trade 
orders.

In the near future, foreign 
merchants from India, South 
Korea and other places will 
also take business charter 
flights to Zhejiang to carry out 
trade procurement, according 
to the source.

Government supports
China is willing to further 

promote orderly resumption 
and increase of international 
passenger flights, advance 
outbound business and 
trade and cross-border 
employment activities in a 
prudent and orderly manner, 
and better promote personnel 
exchanges between China 
and foreign countries, Premier 
Li Keqiang said on July 19 at 
the World Economic Forum 
Special Virtual Dialogue with 
Global Business Leaders.

The charter flights were 
the result of efforts made 
by the Zhejiang provincial 
government to boost foreign 
trade, since Zhejiang is one of 

the major trade hubs in China.
In early July, the Zhejiang 

provincial government issued 
10 measures to support and 
stabilise foreign trade and 
investment, specifically 
proposing measures to 
facilitate the flow of business 
personnel through charter 
flights.

Zhej iang  wi l l  a l so 
organise charter flights for 
traders to participate in 
international exhibitions, so 
that enterprises can compete 
with foreign enterprises on the 
same stage, and bring more 
development opportunities 
for enterprises. Meanwhile, 
using representative services 
is encouraged.

On July 10, the first 
business round-trip charter 
flight took off from Ningbo, 
another trade hub in Zhejiang, 
to land in Budapest Hungary. 
The flight went back to China 
from Milan, Italy, on July 22, 
bringing good news.

Fruitful results
An entrepreneur surnamed 

Zhu, who was on the charter 
flight, told the Global Times 
that the value of new deals 
his company inked during 
the round-trip amounted to 
a third of last year’s total.

“I helped our customers 
train workers to use our 
newest machines. And I 
also met new customers, 
more than 50 percent of 
which made inquiries on our 
machines,” said Zhu.

He also said that this 
charter flight completed the 
round-trip mission to and 
from Europe.

“It  not only helped 
e n t e r p r i s e s  e x p a n d 
businesses and orders, 
but also paved the way 
for other foreign traders 
in Zhejiang, and even the 
whole country’s outbound 
business travel,” said Zhu.

A Ningbo-based window 
and door manufacturing 
entrepreneur maintained 
contact with a customer who 
had previously placed US$1 
million in orders every year, 
which contributed 40 percent 
to company’s profit, media 
outlets reported.
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HA NOI (Vietnam News/
ANN) -- The first litchi of 
northern Hai Duong and 
Bac Giang provinces have 
been shipped by sea to the 
US to be sold at Safeway 
and Alber tsons  -  two 
supermarket chains with 
the largest network on the 
West Coast of the US.

This is a result of the 
efforts by the Vietnamese 
Consulate General in San 
Francisco in  br inging 
Vietnamese products to 
foreign distribution systems 
that started early this year.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
As ia -Amer ica  Marke t 
Department  under  the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, this is a giant step 
forward in promoting the 
sale of Vietnamese fruit 

(The Phnom Penh Post/ANN) 
-- Local tourism industry 
players are eager for regional 
airline Bangkok Airways 
Pcl’s resumption of direct 
flight services between the 
Thai capital and Siem Reap 
town on August 1 – home of 
Cambodia’s awe-inspiring 
Angkor Archaeological 
Park – which is expected 
to boost the growth rate of 
international tourist arrivals 
as travel demand between 
the neighbouring countries 
progressively returns to pre-
crisis levels.

Bangkok Airways in a 
press release last week 
announced the decision to start 
daily direct flights between 
Suvarnabhumi Airport in 

Times Reporters

Many well-known tourist 
s i tes  across  Laos  are 
welcoming the gradual 
return of foreign tourists 
after disruptions during the 
past two years because of the 
Covid-19 outbreak.

At the beginning of 
July, a sizeable number of 
travellers, especially from 
neighbouring Thailand, 
flocked to tourist destinations 
in Laos, including Vangvieng 
and Luang Prabang and other 
cities.

Many of them were 
impressed by the services 
and hospitality offered by the 
local people, while some said 
they were unfairly treated 
by some staff of hotels and 
guesthouses, who charged 
their customers prices that 
were higher than usual.

One social media user 
wrote in a Facebook post 
about his experiences while 
helping his friends from 
Thailand to visit the town of 
Luang Prabang via the Laos-
China Railway. 

“Before my friends 
entered Laos, I arranged 

their train tickets and they 
were willing to pay extra 
to agents to buy the tickets 
but it was not a big deal. 
However, the hotel they 
booked in advance via an 
online platform refused to 
accept them,” he said. 

He said this was strange 
because his friends made 
an online booking and had 
confirmed dates for checking 
into the hotel.

Members of the public 
have called on officials in-
charge of the tourism sector 
to tackle such problems 
in order to ensure that the 
incoming foreign visitors 
enjoy their stay and get 
proper services at tourist 
spots across Laos.

In his response on this 
issue, the President of the 
Lao Hotel and Restaurant 
Association, Mr Pakasith 
C h a n t h a p a n y a ,  t o l d 
Vientiane Times on Tuesday 
that the organisation is 
working with the owners 
of hotels to educate newly 
employed  s ta ff  to  be 
professional while dealing 
with foreign tourists.

“We accept that some 

incidents occurred some 
days ago, when a huge 
number of tourists came to 
several well-known tourist 
sites in Laos,” he said. The 
newly employed staff at 
some establishments may 
have taken advantage of 
their customers,” he said.

The  a s soc ia t ion  i s 
coordinating with the owners 
of hotels, guesthouses and 
restaurants to educate their 
employees and to closely 
inspect their work in order to 
ensure they offer proper and 
fair services to customers.

“Of course, we won’t 
let such problems happen 
again because it is important 
for the overall image of the 
Lao tourism sector, and to 
raise the profile of Laos 
in a positive manner,” Mr 
Pakasith said.  

Among the top priorities 
t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d  b y 
stakeholders are booking 
of train tickets and hotels, 
the varied fees for transport 
services, and fluctuating 
prices of goods, tariffs at 
guesthouses and fees for 
service in the immigration 
sector.

Foreign tourists are gradually returning to Luang Prabang city, a world heritage site 
recognised by UNESCO.

Visitors ask authorities to 
address problems in tourist sites 

Rise in Thai air routes to Siem Reap fuels travel hopes
the Thai capital and Siem 
Reap as well as Myanmar’s 
commercial hub Yangon on 
August 1, with a route to 
central Vietnam’s Danang city 
to start up a month later.

“We are more than 
delighted to announce the 
resumption of Bangkok-Siem 
Reap, Bangkok-Yangon and 
Bangkok-Danang routes 
after we resumed our three 
first international flights 
between Samui-Singapore 
in August 2021, Bangkok-
Phnom Penh in December 
2021 and Bangkok-Maldives 
in July 2022,” Bangkok 
Airways president Puttipong 
Prasarttong-Osoth said in the 
release.

“The soon-to-resume 

flights between Bangkok 
and Siem Reap, Yangon and 
Danang are anticipated to 
boost Thailand’s tourism 
as well as tourism in our 
neighbouring countries.

“ We  h a v e  a s s u r e d 
that Thailand, Cambodia, 
Myanmar and Vietnam have 
robust processes in place to 
ensure leisure and business 
travels between these cities 
can be undertaken safely,” 
he added.

Thai AirAsia currently 
also flies from Bangkok to 
Siem Reap, but from Don 
Mueang, the Thai capital’s 
other airport.

Speaking to The Post 
on July 31, Cambodia 
Association of Travel Agent 

(CATA) president Chhay 
Sivlin argued that the return 
of the Bangkok-Siem Reap 
flights reflected an increase 
in demand for the direct 
route since the Cambodian 
government moved to enable 
a broader resumption of 
socio-economic activity in 
November, as the Covid-19 
pandemic ebbed away.

The additional flights will 
bump up international arrivals 
by air, by providing travellers 
keen to visit Siem Reap 
province an alternative to 
flying to the capital and then 
making their way northwest 
in a lengthy overland journey, 
she said. “This is a very 
positive sign for Siem Reap 
province.”

The number of foreign 
tourists in Siem Reap has yet 
to reach pre-Covid levels, 
Sivlin said, adding that 
most were from Vietnam 
and Thailand, with fewer 
from the region, the US or 
Europe.

Pacific Asia Travel 
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( PATA ) 
Cambodia chapter chairman 
Thourn Sinan stressed that 
“the more flights the better” 
for the tourism industry in 
Siem Reap, which houses 
the Angkor park, listed 
as World Heritage by 
UNESCO.

“We encourage starting 
more flights to Cambodia – 
especially Siem Reap,” he 
said, adding that although 

European visitors to the 
province remain fairly limited, 
arrivals from Thailand have 
been on the rise.

Bangkok Airways said the 
Bangkok-Siem Reap flight 
would be operated by an 
ATR72-600 aircraft, named 
for its standard seating capacity 
of 72.

“The outbound flight 
PG905 departs Bangkok – 
Suvarnabhumi International 
Airport – at 10:30am and arrives 
at Siem Reap International 
Airport at 11:45am. The 
inbound flight PG906 departs 
Siem Reap International 
Airport at 12:15pm and arrives 
[at] Bangkok – Suvarnabhumi 
International airport – at 
1:55pm,” it said.

Big step for Vietnamese 
fruit towards US market

in  general  and l i tchi 
in particular in the US 
market, as the majority of 
Vietnamese fruit has been 
sold only in small markets 
and supermarkets to serve 
Asian consumers.

A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
from US Dragonberry 
Produce, the distributor 
of Vietnamese litchi in 
the US, said that two 
other containers of litchi 
were also on their way to 
the US. The fruit would 
continue to be sold in the 
two supermarket chains 
with a price tag of US$4.99 
for each bag of 430 grams.

The representative said 
that the firm had taken 
steps to introduce the 
fruit to local partners and 
consumers.

It piloted the marketing 
of Vietnamese litchi in early 
May during the San Francisco 
trade, investment and tourism 
p romot ion  con fe r ence 
which was attended by 
Prime Minister Phạm Minh 
Chinh. The company then 
imported litchi by air to sell at 
supermarkets in Los Angeles.

The high air transport cost 
made Vietnamese litchi less 
competitive in the market. 
This is the reason why the 
export of litchi to the US 
has been modest while the 
fruit has been accepted in the 
market since 2014.

Therefore, Dragonberry 
decided to transport litchi by 
sea and succeeded, which is 
expected to strongly increase 
the export of Vietnamese 
litchi to the US in the future. 

Litchi processed for export.
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Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
MSME Access to Finance for Emergency Support and Recovery Project 

(MSME A2F-ESR), Project no. P174169

REQUEST FOR EXPRESS OF INTEREST 
(INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT)

National Consultant for amendment of the Decree on SME
Classification No.25/Gov, Dated 16 January 2017

(REF No. LA-DOSMEP-3.3.5-CS-INDV)

The Government of Lao PDR received financing from the World Bank Group’s 
International Development Association (IDA) for the project to assist Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) and the Financial Sector, specifically Participating 
Financial Institutions (PFIs). The project’s development objective is to provide long-term 
funding sources for banks to provide long-term credit to small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) to overcome the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Negative impacts of the 
global COVID-19 pandemic are expected to exacerbate Lao PDR’s weak fundamentals 
and lead to a deterioration in the macroeconomic situation, including the SME and 
Financial sectors. The project aims to strengthen the capacity of financial institutions and 
MSMEs to sustain operations and recover from the COVID-19 emergency. The project is 
to support the recovery and growth of privately-owned MSMEs by increasing the supply 
of long-term finance provided by commercial banks and by strengthening the capability of 
Department of SME Promotion (DOSMEP) to formulate and implement public policies 
that promote access to finance for MSMEs and strengthen the banking sector to recover 
from the effects of the COVID 19 Pandemic.

The project includes three components: (i) Emergency and Recovery Line of Credit to 
MSMEs; (ii) Strengthening BOL Capacity to Supervise PCG Facility; (iii) Technical 
Assistance (TA) and Project Management which notably support capacity building of 
MSMEs, PFIs and DOSMEP. Particularly, a subcomponent of TA is to support DOSMEP 
to formulate and improve the SME development strategy, relevant legislations by engaging 
consultants.
The required service is a Part-time National Consultant to be managed and selected by 
DOSMEP according to the “World Bank Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers” 
dated July 2016, revised November 2017 and August 2018 edition”.   

Decree on Small and Medium Enterprise Classification No. 25/GOL was formulated on 
16 January 2017 to classify enterprises into three categories, namely Micro, Small, and 
Medium Enterprise, in accordance with Article 2 of the Law on SME Promotion No. 11/
NA, dated 21 December 2011. However, in order to cope with a fast-changing economy and 
social-economic development, in 2022, the Law on SME Promotion has been improved to 
be more comprehensive and aligned with multiple national development plans, particularly 
with the 9th Five-Year National Social-Economic Development Plan (2021-2025). As a 
result, Decree on Small and Medium Enterprise Classification is required to be amended 
based on the amendment of the Law on MSME Promotion to appropriate social-economic 
development, achieving the implementation of MSME Development Plan 2021-2025 and 
contributing to the development of MSMEs.

Under the Component 3 of the project, DOSMEP intends to recruit an experienced 
National Consultant to support DOSMEP in amending the technical content of the Decree 
on SME Classification to be more practical in local and regional contexts.

The estimated input for this assignment is 2 person months over a period of 10 weeks 
on a part time basis due to the process of amendment of decree. The assignment has to 
be commenced as soon as possible but not later than mid July 2022. Full TOR can be 
accessed at the DOSMEP’s website: http://dosmep.org/vacancies/
 
In order to qualify for this position, the candidates shall meet the following experience and 
competence requirements:
• Master degree in Economic, Business Administration, Public Policy Development, or 

other relevant disciplines;
• More than 5 years of experience with both public and private sectors development 

in Laos, preferably MSME promotion with focus on policy and strategy of MSME 
development;

• More than 5 years of experience working in economic policy analysis and RIA;
• Having similar assignments performed in the past 5 years for government or donor 

funded projects will be an asset;
• Good understanding of the current MSME development in Laos will be an asset;
• Excellent report writing, analytical and presentation skills;
• Excellent interpersonal skills and willingness to work as part of the team;
• Proficiency and fluency in English language. 

The Consultant will be selected in accordance with the “World Bank Procurement 
Regulations for IPF Borrowers”, July 2016, revised November 2017 and August 2018, 
under Individual Consultants (IC) selection method. The attention of interested Consultants 
is drawn to Section III, paragraph 3.14, 3.16 and 3.17 of the said Regulations, setting forth 
the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.  

The MSME A2F-ESR now invites interested applicants to submit the express of 
interest and provide information indicating that you are qualified to perform the services 
(curriculum vitae with expressions of interest and references). Interested Applicants may 
obtain further information at the address below. Expressions of interest must be delivered 
application documents to the address below or no later than August 15, 2022, 16:00 
o’clock (submissions via email are also acceptable). Only Short-listed candidates will be 
contacted.

Department of SME Promotion, Ministry of Industry and Commerce
Nongbone Rd, Fai Village, Saysettha District, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR, P.O. Box 474 
Contact number: +856 21 414064
Attn: Dr. Bounpheng Sibounheung, Director General/Project Director
Email: bp.sibounheung@gmail.com     
Cc: sphoutthavong@outlook.com; sith.itc@hotmail.com; sheena.cbb@outlook.com; 
kinnakoneck@gmail.com;
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Feature

Khonsavanh Latsaphao

Vi s i t o r s  o f t e n 
b e g i n  t h e i r 
visit by paying 
r e s p e c t  a n d 

asking for a good luck and 
good health at a manikhot 
tree in the pavilion at 
Khonphapheng waterfall, 
Champassak province in 
southern Laos.

The revered tree was 
removed from a rocky 
outcrop in the middle of the 
waterfall and placed in a 
specially built pavilion after 
it fell down during a storm 
in 2013.

A s i d e  f r o m  t h e 
splendour of the waterfall, 
Khonphapheng has had 
long-standing links with 
the legendary tree, which 
was once reachable only 
by birds.

According to legend, 
the manikhot is a holy tree 
mentioned in the ancient 
Sanskirt epic Pra Lak-Pra 
Lam or Ramayana.

The legend states that 
eating the fruits from the 
first limb of this tree will 
bring eternal youth and long 
life, while fruits from the 
second limb will bring great 
power and status. Fruits 
from the third limb, pointing 
to the west, bring bad luck 
and the eater will turn into 
a monkey.

People still believe the 
tree is holy and has the 
powers stated in the epic.

T h e  h i s t o r y  o f 
t he  man ikho t  t r ee  a t 
Khonphapheng is unknown 
but local residents say it 
has been there since they 
were born. Some people 
insist it has been standing 
for at least 500 years, since 
the era of the Lane Xang 
Kingdom. 

In Khonphapheng I’ve 
been there a few years 
ago, the loud sound of the 
waterfall was sometimes 
drowned by the shouts of 
a large group of children 
selling pictures of the sacred 
tree.

People buying one of the 
images were usually unable 
to move as more children 
gathered around and asked 
them to buy more pictures.

P a y  a  v i s i t 
Khonephapheng ,  t h i s 
spectacular sight is always 
top of the list for people 
visiting southern Laos. It is 
often referred to as the jewel 

or the pearl of the Mekong, 
and is located in the Si 
Phon Done (4,000 Islands) 
section of the river, near 
the border with Cambodia 
and 148 kilometres from 
Champassak provincial 
capital.

T h e  f a l l s  a r e  1 5 
kilometres in length and 
10,782 metres (6.7 miles) 
at the widest section, and a 
truly impressive sight.

At this point, the river 
is constricted and the huge 
body of water is forced 
to  cascade  through a 
succession of rapids and 
steep drops over massive 
boulders.

The falls are especially 
dramatic in the rainy season 
when the river is in full 
spate and visi tors can 
marvel at the power of the 
cascade as it thunders over 
sharp rocks.

This time of year is the 
ideal time to enjoy this 
majestic natural wonder, as 
the surrounding area is full 
of luxuriant green growth 
with plants and shrubs at 
their best after soaking up 
the abundant rain.

Many visitors to the area 
like to spend a night or two 
on one of the small islands 
in the  Mekong River, 
especially Don Det and 
Don Khone, which are 
very laid back, rustic, and 
far from the bustle of city 
life.

H o w  t o  g e t  t h e r e : 
From central Champassak 
province, take Route 13 
South for 150 km, then 
turn right off the highway 
at the sign pointing to 
Khonphapheng. Not far 
down this road, you will 
see another sign pointing 
to Khonphapheng, where 
you must turn left. Follow 
the road to the waterfall. The 
distance from Vientiane to 
Khonphapheng is 900 km.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s o m e 
waterfalls in Champassak 
in southern Laos are popular 
tourist destinations with 
both locals and tourists from 
Thailand.

Unl ike  the  Yeuang 
Waterfal l ,  many local 
tourists are opting to play 
in the waters, and capturing 
their treasured moments 
for posterity. The Yeuang 
wate r fa l l  in  Pakxong 
district, about 40 from the 
provincial capital, is one 
such waterfall.

Visit Khonphapheng and pay respect 
to the sacred manikhot tree

The manikhot tree in the pavilion.                                     --Photo provided to Vientiane Times

Pakxong district is also 
the The Bolaven Plateau in 
the south of Laos and agri-
tourism destination thanks 
to its year round temperate 
climate.

Some local visitors have 
been known to say they 
don’t need to go to Europe 
to enjoy a cool climate but 
can come to Pakxong district 
in Champassak province 
instead, where temperatures 
are relatively mild.

The Bolaven Plateau 
runs through Champassak 
p r o v i n c e ’s  P a k x o n g 
district, Saravan province’s 
Lao-ngam, and Xekong 
province’s Thataeng district 
and boasts a wealth of scenic 
beauty.

Champassak is at the 
southern extreme of Laos, 
and is a centre of tourism 
and trade acting as a gateway 
for the southern provinces.

The province has an 
abundance of  natural , 
cultural and historical tourist 
attractions. The most scenic 
of these are the Yeuang, 
Fane ,  Pasuam,  E-Tu , 
Champi and Khonphapheng 
waterfalls, and the Vat Phou 
temple ruins and others.

There are three more 
waterfalls of note in Saravan 
province, namely Lo, Hang 
and Xeset, and then there is 
the Sinouk Resort in Xekong 
province, which are all very 
popular with both local and 
foreign visitors.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Country: Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Project: Global Partnership for Education III Project: Learning and Equity Acceleration Project (LEAP)
Sector: Education 
Description: 01 International or National Consultant on Analysis of the Psychometric Properties of the Classroom  
 Observation Tools GPE III-LEAP; Grant No.: TFB5180

The project will continue to build on the existing successful implementation arrangements under the Education for 
All-Fast Track Initiative and GPE III, with the overall implementation of the project resting with MOES. The project 
is expected to be implemented over a five-year period between 2021 and 2026. The DP will be the lead implementing 
unit. Under the authority of MOES, the DP’s ECU will coordinate all implementation activities for the project, guided 
by a Project Steering Committee and a technical interministerial body known as the Project Advisory Council, and 
supported by a Project Working Group. MOES is the executing agency of the project and has final responsibility for the 
successful implementation of the project according to administrative, financial, and engineering practices and social 
and environmental standards.
Department of Teacher Training and other concerned Departments of MoES, with technical advice from the World 
Bank, have improved the existing classroom observation tools to be the harmonized one in accordance with the current 
primary education teaching standards.  The adaptation of the classroom observation tools has been completed.  In order 
to implement the adapted Classroom Observation Tool (the COT hereafter), the World Bank has provided training to 
seven (7) MoES master trainers on how to administer the COT.  These master trainers will further provide training to 
20 selected pedagogical advisors who will make classroom observations using the COT.  The results from classroom 
observations using the COT can be used as an action-oriented diagnostic to identify exactly which areas of instruction 
teachers are mastering and struggling with in the classroom.  Following data collection, these results must be cleaned, 
analyzed, and organized for reporting writing.     

B. Purpose of Consultancy: The purpose of this consultancy is to analyze the psychometric properties of the Lao 
COT.  Specifically, this will be done by the following tasks
i) Cleaning data and cross-checking the dataset for mistakes,
ii) Using STATA or R and prewritten do-files to analyze Lao COT data,
iii) Ensuring that descriptive statistics are presented accurately using MS Word formatted report,
iv) Analyzing the psychometric properties of this application of the Lao COT.

C. Deliverables: The consultant’s output is expected to consist of, but not restricted to, the following deliverables:
• Data analysis completed using STATA or R
• Data harmonized and utilized to create a background report
• Additional outputs as requested.

D. Period of Consultancy: The consultant will be contracted for 30 days during August 25 – December 31, 2022.

E. Qualifications and Competency
1) Minimum of Masters or PhD in Economics or related field;
2) Demonstrated significant experience managing large databases and strong command of STATA or R; 
3) Experience with report writing; (preferred);
4) Able to work independently and produce high-quality outputs under tight time constraints;
5) Highly organized and detail-oriented;
6) Oral and written fluency in English.

The attention of interested Consultant is drawn to paragraph 1.9 of the World Bank’s Guidelines: Selection and 
Employment of Consultants under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants by World Bank Borrowers, January 2011 
(“Consultant Guidelines”), setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest. The Consultant will be selected 
based on Individual Consultants selection method set out in the Consultant Guidelines.

Interested eligible candidates in this position may obtain further information and the detailed TOR from the Ministry of 
Education and Sports, Education Coordination Unit (ECU) at the address below during office hours 08:00 to 16:00 
hours or by e-mail. Please submit CVs and a letter of interest by 28 July 2022 to 10 August 2022 to the address below. 
Only short listed individual candidates will be contacted for an interview. 
To:  Ministry of Education and Sports
 Department of Planning
 Lane Xang Avenue, P.O Box 67, Vientiane, Lao PDR
Attn: Mr. Anoupheng Keovongsa
 Deputy Director General of Department Planning/GPE III Project Director
 Tel/Fax: 021 243672; e-mail: ecudp.laopdr@moes.edu.la; cc: amphamay@gmail.com 
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Lamphone Pasanthong 
 
Ms Phai Inthavong, a 
resident of Vientiane 
province: I think 
breastfeeding is most 
important for bringing 

mothers and babies closer 
to each other. It is not 
easy to raise babies and 
keep them healthy but 
breastfeeding helps a lot. 
All mothers should make 
sure they breastfeed for 
the benefit of their child’s 
development. By doing 
this, children will be 
healthier as they grow up. 
If babies are healthy, there 
is a better chance they will 
grow up to be strong adults 
and can contribute to the 
country’s development.
  
Ms Kong Syinsan, an 
employee in Xaythany 
district, Vientiane:  
Breastfeeding is better 
than other methods of 

feeding because a mother’s 
milk has all the minerals, 
vitamins and nutrients 
that babies need to grow 
and develop, and it also 
reinforces the relationship 
between mothers and 
babies. However, there are 
many parents who don’t 
understand the importance 
of breastfeeding, 

Streetwise
Streetwise Why is breastfeeding 

recommended for all babies?
Breast milk is the most beneficial form of food for babies. Breastfeeding meets all the needs of newborns; it 

strengthens the immune system and enhances the bond between mother and baby. World Breastfeeding Week is 
observed from August 1 to 8 to help all mothers understand the importance of exclusively breastfeeding babies 

for the first six months of life. Vientiane Times asked some women for their thoughts on breastfeeding.
especially in rural areas. 
The government should 
do more to support and 
promote breastfeeding.
 
Ms Chuang Xong, a 
resident of Xaysomboun 
province: I have heard 
about breastfeeding 
and its importance. 
Unfortunately, a long 
time ago, when I had 
my first baby, I did 
not know about this as 
I had not heard much 
about it and nobody 
advised me. I didn’t 
have enough time to 
take care of my baby all 
day long because I had 
to go to work. So, after 
breastfeeding for the first 
two months, I decided 
to give instant milk to 
my newborn for the next 
four months because 
it was easier for me. I 
regretted my actions 
later when I understood 
the importance of 
breastfeeding. I think 
it is good to feed babies 
with our natural milk and 
I urge mothers to learn 
more about this essential 
aspect of childcare. There 
should be more activities 
and campaigns about 
breastfeeding so that more 
people understand its 
importance.
  
Ms Noy Many, a 
government official from 
Sikhottabong district, 
Vientiane: I have read 
about the benefits of 
breastfeeding, including 
breast milk being crucial 
for babies’ health and 
development during the 
most important stage of 
their life. It helps brain 
development and gives 
babies a greater chance 
of survival, as well as 
reducing the risk of 
breast cancer. I fed my 
baby myself as I believe 
breastfeeding gives a 
baby the best start in 
life. It is the best source 
of nutrition, can be 
considered a baby’s first 
vaccine, and is important 
for providing all the 
necessary nutrients. It 
also saved me a lot of 

money. Furthermore, 
breastfeeding helps 
mothers stay healthy. I 
think all mothers should 

give their babies only 
breast milk for the first six 
months of life. This will 
give them time to relax and 
take a break from work 
and form a strong bond 
with their baby.
  
Ms Mit, a resident 
of Xaythany district, 
Vientiane: Breastfeeding 
is very important for both 
the physical and mental 

aspects of children’s 
development because it 
provides all the vitamins, 
minerals and antibodies 
that babies need to grow. 
Unfortunately, some 
mothers are scared or 
hesitant to give their 
babies breast milk 
because they believe 
it may have a negative 
effect on their body. 
But breastfeeding also 
benefits the mother’s 
health. When babies drink 
breast milk, it rebalances 
a mother’s hormones and 
helps to repair her body 
after childbirth.
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INDIA (The Statesman/
ANN) -- Bollywood diva 
Kareena Kapoor Khan and 
superstar Aamir Khan will be 
seen as guests in filmmaker 
Karan Johar’s popular tongue-
in-cheek show ‘Koffee With 
Karan’.

Raising the laughter 
quotient in the new episode, 
Aamir and Kareena, who 
will be seen together in the 
upcoming film ‘Laal Singh 
Chaddha’ will be seen opening 
up and letting their funny side 
out.

In the latest promo, Karan 
is seen asking Kareena: 

Entertainment

Times Reporters
 
Crowne Plaza Vientiane 
and the Society Corporation 
have decided to appoint a 
member of the Lao Young 
Designers Project to design 
the new uniforms for the 
hotel as part of efforts to 
support the young talents 
of Laos.

T h e  L a o  Yo u n g 
Designers Project is a non-
profit programme of the 
Lao Fashion Week, and 
the decision is in line with 
the social contribution 
commitments of the hotel 
and the Society Corporation.

Ms Pany Saignavongs, 
CEO and Founder of the 
Society Corporation, the 
mother company of the 
Lao Fashion Week, has 
appointed leading fashion 
designer Billy Si-amphan 
Chanthavichit to create the 
uniform designs for the 
hotel with the given concept 
of enriching the essence of 
Lao textile culture while 
respecting the practice and 
standards for international 
hotel uniforms.

M r  S i - a m p h a n 
Chanthavichit  was the 
winner of the Lao Young 
Designers Project 2015 and 
graduated from Esmod Paris 
with a scholarship from the 
Lao Fashion Week.

Better known as Billy, 
he  i s  the  f i r s t  young 
Lao designer who got a 
scholarship to attend Esmod 
Paris in 2016 after winning 
the fashion design contest 
of the Lao Fashion Week 
in 2015, when he was just 
17 years old. On returning 
to Laos, Billy launched 
his own fashion label – 
“Billy - L’amour de ma 
vie” – while he continued 
his studies at the Faculty 
of Architecture in the Lao 
National University.

He was one of the first 
students of the university’s 
newly established product 
des ign  subjec t  a t  the 
time. After graduating 

Designer Billy to create uniforms 
for luxury international hotel

Mr Si-amphan  Chanthavichit seen with the final suit that he 
designed for the Lao Fashion Week.

Mr Si-amphan Chanthavichit poses with his new collection for the Lao Fashion week.

with a bachelors degree, 
Billy fully ventured into 
the fashion field and has 
become a rising star of the 
Lao fashion industry. He 
has been dressing leading 
celebrities, participants of 
beauty pageants, top models 
and Lao socialites.

Besides running his own 
fashion business, Billy is 
an active member of the 
Lao Fashion Week and Lao 
Young Designers Project.

“The reason why we 
selected Billy for this 
p ionee r ing  p ro jec t  i s 
because of his outstanding 
ta len t s  and  extremely 
professional personality, 
which made him a rising 
star who represented the Lao 
fashion industry at various 
international platforms, 
including the Kuala Lumpur 
Fashion Week, Manila 
Fashion Festival,” said Ms 
Pany.

“He has definitely set 
such a great example and 
been an inspiration to 
aspiring young designers 
of Laos.”

Billy will create the look 
for Crowne Plaza Vientiane’s 
uniforms for front desk 
receptionists, restaurant and 
bar service staff, kitchen 
staff, sales and marketing 
team, and human resources 
and finance department 
staff by using Lao woven 
motifs and blending them 
with professional hospitality 
standards. The new set of 

hotel uniforms will be 
completed and introduced 
in the next few months.

“I am very proud of the 
Crowne Plaza Vientiane 
management team led by 
the General Manager, Ms 
Patria Puyat, and share the 
same vision of providing 
platforms and opportunities 
for young talents in Laos 
t o  c r e a t e  s o m e t h i n g 
meaningful and to support 
young Lao talents to build 
their career in the fashion 
and design industries,” said 
Ms Pany.

“This is the beginning 
of our  pa r tne r sh ip  to 
support young talents of 
this country and I believe 
the re  a re  many  more 
meaningful collaborations 
on the way, where other 
members of the Lao Young 
Designers Project will 
have opportunities to take 
part.”

Once the new uniforms 
are completed,  a  mini 
fash ion  show wi l l  be 
organised at the Crowne 
Plaza to launch the new 
look  and  t en  pe rcen t 
of this project will  be 
contributed to the Lao 
Young Designers Project 
to support members of the 
scheme for professional 
training and education 
at international fashion 
academies as part of the 
mission to create qualified 
human resources for the 
Laos fashion industry.

Kareena gives a ‘minus’ to Aamir’s 
fashion sense on ‘Koffee With Karan’

“Quality sex after babies myth 
or reality?”

Kareena funnily gives it 
back and says: “You wouldn’t 
know.”

Karan then replies: “My 
mother is watching this show 
and you all are talking badly 
about my sex life”

To which, pat comes a 
cheeky reply from Aamir: 
“Your mother doesn’t mind 
you talking about other 
people’s sex life”.

In a segment, Aamir asks 
Kareena what do you tolerate 
about me that you wouldn’t 
tolerate in others.

Kareena says: “Taking 
100-200 days (to make a film) 
– Akshay Kumar finishes in 
30 days.”

Aamir then asks Kareena 
to rate his fashion sense, to 
which the actress channels 
her inner iconic character 
Poo from ‘Kabhi Khushi 
Kabhie Gham’ and says: 
“Minus”.

Shocked by the response, 
A a m i r  f u n n i l y  s a y s : 
“Whenever you do your show, 
someone or the other cries”.

‘Koffee with Karan’ 
Season 7 streams exclusively 
on Disney+ Hotstar.

Aamir and Kareena in Koffee With Karan.                                             --Photo the Statesman
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Classified

B. Nongbouathong, 
Sikhottabong district, 

Vientiane Lao PDR 
Tel: 217 243, 

Moblie: 020 55516138

ໂຮງພິມ ມັນທາຕຸລາດ
Manthaturath Printing Press

What’s on

House for Rent
In Center of Vientiane 
Capital, Xiengngeun 
Village, Chanthabouly 
District, Vientiane
Nearly Taladsao Shopping 
Mall and Centre of many 
Bank, 4 Bad rooms, 3 Bath 
rooms and one Kitchen
More information call 
(+ 85620) 5560 8444 (Lao)
(+85620) 5471 7977 (Eng)

Vacancy Announcement
JOB TITLE: Assistant of Tax Advisor to Tax Department, Ministry of Finance.
JOB LOCATION: Lane Xang Avenue, Phonexay Villege, Xaysetha District, Vientiane 
Capital
STARTING DATE: 1st of September 2022
NUMBER OF POSITION: 1 (one)

BACKGROUND:
  The purpose is to enhance the capacity of tax administration in Tax Department related 
to the self- assessment tax system is strengthened and the self-assessment tax system for 
the sake of further revenue is promoted.

JOB DESCRIPTION:
The Assistant of Tax Advisor is mainly responsible for the following matters.
● Logistic arrangements such as a reservation of hotel, transportation and preparation 

of meetings/seminars
● Collection and sharing of information related to the Project
● Assistance of procurement
● Documentation of the meeting minutes, various kinds of reports, and interpretation 

and translation between English and Lao language

EXPERIENCE/SKILLS:
● Bachelor degree in any field
● At least 3 (three) years experiences for Assistant in any field
● Good writing, speaking, presentation, communication and negotiation skills in 

English
● Basic skills for computer such as MS-Office (Word, Excel, PPT, etc.,)

APPLICATION PROCESS:
Please send a current C.V. to miho_ik@yahoo.co.jp by 18/08/2022. Interview will be 
held for the selected applicants after the documents examination.

(1) Please send an application letter along with a current C.V., a passport sized 
photograph, expected salary and copies of any references or testimonials to the address. 
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted by 23/08/2022 for an interview.

DATE AND PLACE FOR INTERVIEW:
Interview will be held at the JICA Laos office or Tax Department from 26/08/2022.

Exact time for interview will be communicated to each candidate through the phone/e-
mail from the Project Coordinator

ADDRESS:
Tax Advisor to Tax Department, Ministry of Finance.

IKEDA Miho (Ms.)
Tax Advisor to Tax Department 
E-mail: miho_ik@yahoo.co.jp

Boat races 
The Luang Prabang 
administration 
invites everyone to 
this event, which 
includes a street 
fair, fun activities, 
and almsgiving. 
When: August 
16-26
Where: Luang 
Prabang province

Speech contest
Young 
people 
are invited 
to give a 
three-
minute 
speech on 
the topic 
of “Road 
safety in 
Laos”, 
with a 
prize for 

the winner of 6 million kip.
When: Applications accepted until August 5.
Where: Apply online at https://forms.gle/
jqFtt1FFWpHaR8DQ9
For more information, call WhatsApp 020-
55400099. 

Summer ordination 

The Mettadhamma project invites young people 
aged 12-18 to a summer ordination to learning 
about the teachings of Buddha and meditation, 
and to spend the school holidays in a useful 
way. There are places for 30 boys and 20 girls.  
When: August 11-20
Where: Photthamongkhounphoxayyaram 
Temple, Doung village, Xaythany district, 
Vientiane.
For more information call: 020 9242 9499, 
030 5474 955. Download an application form 
at: https://www.xn--365-i1lwca9hf.com/2022/07/
blog-post.html

Asean-EU higher education fair
Graduate and postgraduate students and 
academics between the ages of 18 and 35 
are invited to watch webinars and country 
presentations at the virtual fair’s university 
and country booths. Participants will have the 
chance to chat with university representatives, 
education agencies and scholarship providers, 
including from the EU, to learn more about the 
advantages of studying and living in South East 
Asia and Europe. Entrance is free.
When: August 6 from 10am to 5pm
Where: Register at https://bit.ly/AEHEF-2022

Public speaking competition
Young people 
aged 15-30 
are invited to 
take part in a 
competition 
with the 
theme: “The 
unity of 
people of all 
generations 
and a global 
world for 
people of 
all ages”. 
This aim of 
the contest 
is to inspire 
creative thinking, and encourage public 
speaking and the sharing of ideas. Teams must 
be made up of three people, with a mix of both 
male and female.
When: Applications accepted until August 
5, qualifying round on August 6, and final on 
August 13.
Where: The final will take place at the 
Lao-ITECC exhibition hall. Download an 
application form at:  https://forms.gle/
eahyXb8hX8EoBm1q9
For more information call:  020 56511975 
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SPORT

S H E N YA N G ,  C h i n a 
( X i n h u a )  - -  A l l - S t a r 
point guard Guo Ailun 
asked Tuesday to leave 
Liaoning Flying Leopards 
after serving the Chinese 
Basketball Association 
(CBA) champions for 12 
years.
Guo, 29, informed the club 
of his intention through his 
agent team by e-mail on 
Tuesday, citing for better 
development of himself 
and better service for the 
Chinese national team as the 
reasons to leave.

Guo is in Europe now 
on a training tour with the 
Chinese team after he missed 
the Asian Cup last month.

According to the agent 
team, Guo wants to have 
more contribution to the 
national team as the pivot 
of the back court during 
next year’s FIBA World 
Cup, which serves as the 
qualifying tournament for 
Paris 2024.

After failing to qualify 
for the Tokyo 2020, Guo 
realised he needs to put more 

Times Reporters 

Laos’ student sports team 
on August 2 won a gold, 
three silver and 12 bronze 
medals at the 20th Asean 
University Games held 
i n  U d o n  R a t c h a t h a n i 
province, Thailand.  

The gold medal came 
from Feng Vongphakdy 
and Vanxay Bounnavong, 
who won the pencak silat 
men’s doubles event on 
Tuesday with 569 points. 

Lao students win medals at 
Asean University Games

M a l a y s i a  t o o k 
the silver medal with 
563 points, while host 
Thailand won the bronze 
medal.

The Lao team will 
continue to compete in 
other events at the Games 
from August 2-6.

A total of 23 sports 
a r e  o n  t h e  G a m e s ’ 
programme, which runs 
from July 26 to August 6 
with the participation of 
teams from 11 countries. 

A lineup of more than 
200 students and officials 
from Laos are attending the 
Games and competing in 
track and field, petanque, 
muay, taekwondo, karatedo, 
pencak silat, men’s football, 
s e p a k  t a k r a w,  b e a c h 
volleyball, badminton, table 
tennis and e-sports events.  

Laos hosted the 16th 
Asean University Games in 
Vientiane in 2012, which was 
attended by teams from eight 
countries.

The Lao pencak silat team (centre) and winners pose with their medals at the presentation 
ceremony in Thailand.                                                --Photo Lao University Sports Federation

All-Star guard Guo Ailun wants 
to leave Liaoning

pressure on himself and find 
bigger challenges, his agent 
team noted.

There is no CBA club so 
far giving any offer to Guo.

Guo also expressed his 
gratitude to the Liaoning 
Flying Leopards club and 
thanked the local fans, who 
had already tagged him 
as the icon of Liaoning 

basketball.
Guo led Liaoning to two 

CBA championships and 
won the National Games 
twice in the past decade. 
He averaged 21.5 points, 
6.5 assists and 3.7 rebounds 
during the 2021-22 CBA 
season when Liaoning beat 
Zhejiang Lions 4-0 in the 
Finals.

Guo Ailun.          --Photo Xinhua


