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Times Reporters

The green bond market 
in Laos is in a nascent 
stage, but both institutional 
investors and underwriters 
show strong interest in 
the market,  especially 
sustainable agricultural and 
renewable energy, according 
to a joint report by the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
and Global Green Growth 
Institute.

The report, titled “Green 
Bond Market Survey for the 
Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic” finds that almost 
60 percent of the institutional 
investors surveyed indicated 
they were keen to explore 
green bond investment 
opportunities, but lacked 
the capacity and resources 
to do so. 

Similarly,  about 80 
percent of local underwriters 
said they have clients 
interested in issuing green 
bonds, but they require 
additional assistance and 
guidelines to launch new 
products. 

Additional capacity 
building support  from 
regulators and development 
partners is cited as necessary 
to grow a sustainable green 
bond market  in  Laos, 
alongside development of 
the corporate bond market, 
according to the ADB.

“While  Laos’ bond 
market  is  in  an ear ly 
stage of development, it 
is encouraging that many 
capital market participants 
are interested in green 
finance,” said ADB Country 
Director for the Lao PDR, 
Sonomi Tanaka. 

Somsack Pongkhao

Economic growth in Laos 
is expected to be slower 
than forecast in April due 
to both external and internal 
factors, according to a report 
issued by the World Bank on 
Monday.

 The World Bank’s East 
Asia and Pacific October 
2022 Economic Update 
lowered the gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth 
forecast for Laos in 2022 to 

LONDON (China Daily/
ANN) -- The value of the 
United Kingdom’s pound 
slumped to an all-time low 
against the United States’ 
dollar on Monday, after 
markets reacted with horror 
to unexpectedly aggressive 
British tax cuts that critics fear 
will fuel raging inflation.

C h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e 
Exchequer Kwasi Kwarteng’s 
45 billion pounds (US$48.3 
billion) of tax cuts unveiled on 
Friday, the largest the UK has 
seen for 50 years, consigned 
the pound to slump 4 percent, 
to US$1.03, in early trading 
on Asia’s money markets.

2.5 percent from the earlier 
3.8 percent projection and 
3.8 percent for 2023.

 A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
World Bank, economic 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a c r o s s 
developing East Asia and 
the Pacific, including Laos, 
could be compromised by 
slowing global demand, 
rising debt, and a reliance on 
short-term economic fixes 
to cushion against food and 
fuel price increases. 

 “Beyond the end of 

The weak pound will 
immediately impact imports 
of commodities paid for in 
US dollars, including oil 
and gas, which have already 
risen to record highs recently 
because of scarcity caused by 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, 
which is fueling a cost-of-
living crisis in the UK.

Rachel Reeves,  the 
opposition Labour Party’s 
shadow chancellor, said the 
tax cuts were exactly what the 
nation did not need.

“ I t  i s  i n c r e d i b l y 
concerning,” she said on 
Radio 4’s Today program. “I 

2022, three factors could 
be a drag on growth: global 
deceleration, rising debt, 
and policy distortions,” the 
report stated.

 “Current  measures 
to contain inflation and 
debt are adding to existing 
distortions in the markets 
for food, fuel and finance in 
ways that could hurt growth. 
In each case, more efficient 
measures could address 
current difficulties without 
undermining longer-term 

Slower growth projected for 
Lao economy: World Bank

objectives.”
 Growth in developing 

East Asia and the Pacific 
outside of China is forecast 
to accelerate to 5.3 percent 
in 2022 from 2.6 percent in 
2021.

China, which previously 
led recovery in the region, 
is projected to grow by 2.8 
percent in 2022, a sharp 
decelerat ion from 8.1 
percent in 2021.

For the region as a whole, 

The government seeks to boost the export sector as a driver for economic growth. 

UK pound hits record low against US dollar

British pound coins are seen on top of a Union Jack themed Visa credit card in this photo 
illustration taken in Manchester, Britain.

Green 
bond 
market 
in Laos 
shows 
growth 
potential
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Times Reporters
 
Family planning doesn’t 
only mean limiting the 
number of children born, 
but ensures that mothers 
and children enjoy better 
health and that children can 
be better cared for.

This was the message 
from Deputy Minister 
of Health Dr Phayvanh 
Keopaseuth to mark World 
Contraception Day on 
September 26, saying that 
while a woman could have 
more than three children, 
there should be an interval 
of at least two years between 
each pregnancy.

“Smaller families reduce 
household expenditure and 
enable parents to have more 
time to earn an income 
and build up their savings. 
Family planning is suitable 
for anyone who does not 
want to have children or 
who has enough children 
already,” he added.

Every year, the Ministry 
of Health and UNFPA join 
together to mark World 
Contraception Day, which 
is meaningful for the health 
of  women worldwide, 
including in Laos.

Data shows that while 
the maternal mortality rate is 
falling each year, the death 
rate of children under five 
and mothers is still high in 
Southeast Asia. In Laos, it 

Times Reporters

The European Union in 
Laos  i s  o rgan i s ing  a 
“Clean Up Laos” event to 
increase awareness about 
environmental protection 
and the importance of 
separating waste before 
throwing it away, so that 
the amount of real waste is 
reduced.

The event will be held on 
September 30, with about 
900 teachers and students 
from colleges and vocational 
s choo l s  pa r t i c ipa t ing 
throughout the country.

A c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  b e 
streamed live on the One 
Health Laos page starting 
at 7am.

An event partner said 
there are many people who 

Times Reporters

A draft of the master plan 
for science, technology 
a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  i n 
Laos, developed by the 
Ministry of Technology 
and Communications in 
collaboration with the 
Wonjung Institute of the 
Republic of Korea, will be 
completed by the end of 
this year.

The master plan will be 
used for the development 
o f  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y , 
communications and related 
sectors until 2025 and as a 
reference when formulating 
national master plans for 
science, technology and 
innovation in Laos over the 
next 50 years.

The plan was updated at 
a roundtable meeting held 
in Vientiane on Monday to 
discuss the draft. 

The meeting was co-

is estimated that 47 out of 
every 1,000 children under 
five die each year. 

The maternal death rate 
is estimated at 185 per 
100,000. In addition, four 
out of 10 young people 
aged 15-17 drop out of 
school, usually for reasons 
of poverty. The pregnancy 
rate of young women in 
Laos is  the highest  in 
Asean, with 83 out of 
every 1,000 teenage girls 
aged  15-19  becoming 
pregnant.

The number of married 
women making use of 
support services fell from 
19.9 percent in 2012 to 
14.3 percent in 2017, but 
the proportion of married 
woman seeking modern 
family planning methods 
increased from 61.3 percent 
to 71.7 percent.

Progress in achieving 
goals has been hindered by 
the Covid-19 outbreak. 

In  2020 and  2021, 
the use of contraceptives 
decreased and the number of 
abortions increased because 
access to contraceptives was 
limited and there were more 
unwanted pregnancies.

Dr Phayvanh urged all 
organisations responsible 
to ensure that women were 
well informed about the 
importance of the various 
contraceptive methods used 
for family planning.

He also said it  was 
important for husbands 
to be supportive, respect 
the wishes of their wives, 
understand the need for 
family planning, and help 
women to make use of 
contraceptive services, 
especially in rural areas.

World Contraception Day 
serves to create awareness 
about contraceptives and 
family planning, with a 
special focus on the younger 
generation.

It is marked by the creation 

are still neglecting to protect 
the environment, by harmful 
actions such as littering.

In this way, people harm 
the environment without 
knowing it, whether it is 
throwing garbage into the 
river, throwing it out of the 
car window, or not putting 
it in rubbish bins.

Peop le  a l so  c rea te 
garbage without realising 
it, such as using foam 
boxes to contain food, 
boxes containing consumer 
products, plastic bags, and 
plastic water cups, which 
cause new garbage every 
day, so that the amount of 
garbage we see increases 
day by day and becomes a 
normal sight that does not 
provoke comment.

These actions are having 

chaired by the Director 
General of the Technology 
and Innovation Department, 
Ministry of Technology 
and Communications, Mr 
Soumana Choulamany, 
and CEO of the Wonjung 
Institute, Dr Sung Chul 
Chung, and attended by 
other officials from the two 
sides.

The  event  was  co-
organised by the ministry’s 
Department of Technology 
and Innovation and the 
Science and Technology 
Policy Institute (STEPI) of 
Korea.

The master plan sets out 
steps for the development 
of technology in relation 
to trade, innovation for 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises, and cooperation 
with international science, 
technology and innovation 
b o d i e s ,  a l l  a i m e d  a t 
strengthening economic and 

of effective campaigns 
that aim to reach millions 
of people. Events that 
discuss maternal mortality, 
unintended pregnancy, lack 
of contraceptives, family 
planning, and more are also 
organised.

According to the World 
Health Organisation, the 
signif icance of  World 
C o n t r a c e p t i o n  D a y 
is captured in the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 

The Agenda aims to 
“Ensure universal access 
to sexual and reproductive 
healthcare services by 2030, 
including family planning, 
information and education, 
and the integration of 
reproductive health into 
national strategies and 
programmes.”

T h e  f i r s t  Wo r l d 
Contraception Day was 
observed on September 
26 in 2007. On that day, 
10 international family 
planning organisations 
pushed forward the idea 
of using contraceptives to 
enable a planned decision 
about starting a family, 
leading to the hope that 
every pregnancy is wanted. 

T h e  d a y  i s  n o w 
supported by a coalition 
of about 15 international 
N G O s ,  m e d i c a l  a n d 
scientific communities, and 
governmental organisations, 
to provide useful and correct 
information about sexual 
and reproductive health.

a serious impact on us and 
will continue to affect our 
children long into the future 
unless changes are made. 
Littering has an impact on 
our everyday environment, 
including residential areas 
and public parks, where not 
the least of the undesirable 
consequences is a bad smell.

Worse, empty packaging 
materials can harbour water, 
which is a breeding ground 
for mosquitoes,  while 
dumped rubbish is also a 
source of disease.

The common practice 
of burning rubbish causes 
air pollution by releasing 
large amounts of particulate 
matter into the air, which is 
a health hazard.

The founder of Zero 
Waste Laos, Mrs Souksaveuy 

social development in Laos.
The project is funded 

by  the  South  Korean 
government and has been co-
implemented by STEPI, the 
Department of Technology 
and Innovation, and the 
Ministry of Education and 
Sports from 2021-2022. 

The final output of the 
project will see a draft of 
the National STI Master 
Plan be completed by the 
end of this year. It will 
address challenges and 
p rov ide  f ea s ib l e  and 
actionable solutions for the 
STI-oriented development 
of Laos in the master plan.

D u r i n g  M o n d a y ’s 
r o u n d t a b l e  m e e t i n g , 
experts from Laos and 
Korea engaged in lively 
discussions, aiming to 
ensure that the National 
STI Master Plan reflects the 
insights of key stakeholders 
in Laos’ STI ecosystem.

Draft Science and Technology 
Master Plan close to completion

Officials from the Technology and Innovation Department and the Wonjung Institute gather 
for a photo in Vientiane on Monday.

Laos marks World 
Contraception Day

Dr Phayvanh Keopaseuth.

Keotiamchanh, gave advice 
on how to dispose of 
garbage properly, through 
the Lao Youth FM 90.0 radio 
programme.

She advised people to 
start refusing to accept 
plastic bags from shops, to 
reuse them, or better still use 
fabric bags instead of plastic 
bags, to use all paper on 
both sides, use food boxes 
instead of foam boxes that 
take years to decompose, 
and repair slightly damaged 
objects so they can be 
reused.

Sharing uneaten food 
with others helps to reduce 
unnecessary food waste, 
while people should separate 
garbage before throwing it 
away because some items 
can be recycled.

 
 

EU raises awareness of the 
harmful effects of waste
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Times Reporters

The governments of Laos 
and Australia are working 
to help teachers use new 
classroom methods to teach 
children from non-Lao 
speaking backgrounds.

To make learning easier 
for students from non-Lao 
speaking backgrounds, 
the latest teacher training 
video produced by the 
Ministry of Education and 
Sports, with the support of 
Australia, introduces five 
basic techniques.

The objective of these 
techniques is to ensure that 
all children can participate 
more meaningful ly  in 
learning.

The f i rs t  technique 
demonstrated in the video 
shows teachers how they can 
adjust classroom language 
by speaking more slowly, 
using simple vocabulary and 
short sentences and, most 
importantly, using body 
language, as 70 percent of 
communication is conveyed 
non-verbally.

The second technique 
is to ask simple closed 

Phetphoxay Sengpaseuth 

France will continue as 
a  s p e c i a l  p a r t n e r  t o 
Laos in various fields of 
development, especially 
through support for the 
development of energy 
generation and heritage 
preservation.  

T h e  A m b a s s a d o r 
of France to Laos, Mrs 
Siv-Leng Chhuor,  last 
week reaffirmed France’s 
commitment to Laos when 
awarding an Ordre National 
du Merite (National Order 
of Merit) on behalf of the 
French government to 
Laos’ Minister of Energy 
and Mines, Dr Daovong 
Phonekeo.

The National Order of 
Merit is awarded by the 
President of the French 
Republic. It embodies the 
diversity of French society, 
its different cultures and 
social origins, and its new 
economic sectors.

T h e  m e d a l  w a s 
awarded to Dr Daovong in 
recognition of his role and 
exemplary contribution 
to the development of 
the energy sector and the 
promotion of bilateral 
cooperation.

Ambassador Chhuor 
said  Dr Daovong had 
played an important role in 
enabling Laos and France 
to successfully cooperate 
in several sectors such as 
hydroelectricity, mining and 
tourism, building economic 
opportunities for Laos.   

W i t h i n  t h e  L a o 
economy, France has a 
presence in aeronautics and 
hydroelectricity. France is 
the seventh largest investor 

Times Reporters

Typhoon Noru is forecast 
to pass over central and 
s o u t h e r n  L a o s  f r o m 
September 28-30, bringing 
thunderstorms, rain and 
wind squalls, while some 
areas will be at risk of 
flooding and landslides.

People should prepare 
to move their belongings 
and animals to safe places 
in the event of flooding 
and are advised to keep 
track of weather forecasts 
issued by the Meteorology 
and Hydrology Department 
so they are ready to cope 
with weather extremes, the 
department has warned.

The storm is expected to 
bring heavy rain and gusting 
winds to parts of the capital 
and the provinces of Attapeu, 

q u e s t i o n s  t o  c h e c k 
understanding, as children 
often won’t say if they don’t 
understand and will simply 
stop participating.

A n o t h e r 
recommendat ion is  to 
allow the use of students’ 
home language at different 
points in lessons, such as 
to explain the meaning of a 
word to another student or 
discuss understanding of an 
instruction.

Studies indicate that 
having a strong language 
foundation leads to a much 
better understanding of the 
curriculum as well as a more 
positive attitude towards 
school.

Creating a peer support 
system between students 
not confident in Lao with 
students very proficient in 
Lao is another way teachers 
can help their students. 
The video also gives some 
guidance on peer support 
systems.

The last technique is to 
create additional support 
activities at lunch or at 
the end of the day to help 
children with aspects of 

in Laos and the leading 
Western investor.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
of France has provided 
assistance to many sectors 
of the Lao government, 
inc lud ing  agr icu l tu re 
and rural development, 
urban and socio-cultural 
development, governance, 
education and health, a 
senior official said.

Dr Daovong thanked 
the French Embassy and 
Ambassador for presenting 
him with the medal.

“I would like to say 
thank you to the important 
people in my life who 
are all gathered here this 
evening in this room, but 
with the exception of my 
wife whom I love and who 
supports me in my great task 
and privilege to serve my 
country.”

“ I  a m  v e r y  l u c k y 

Champassak,  Xekong, 
Saravan and Savannakhet, 
Borikhamxay, Khammuan 
and Vientiane, with flooding, 
landslides and fallen trees 
possible in these areas.

The department has 
forecast thunderstorms 
throughout Phongsaly, 
Huaphan and Xieng Khuang 
provinces from September 
26 to October 2, with 
temperatures ranging from 
17-29 degrees Celsius.

D u r i n g  t h e  s a m e 
period, in the northwest 
there will be light rain and 
thunderstorms with wind 
gusts in Luang Namtha, 
Bokeo, Oudomxay, Luang 
Prabang and Xayaboury 
provinces. Temperatures 
will range from 19-34C.

The central provinces 
of Vientiane, Borikhamxay 

Lao language that they find 
challenging.

The new Lao Language 
teacher guides also suggest 
literacy games and activities 
that teachers can choose 
f rom when  des ign ing 
extension activities.

To support teachers in 
their duty to ensure that all 
students in the classroom 
have equal opportunities to 
participate, the e-learning 
team from the Research 
Institute of Educational 
Sciences has released a new 
teacher development video 
on this topic.

The video is available 
on the Education and Sports 
TV Channel on Lao Satellite 
8, on Khang Panya Lao, and 
on the Teacher Development 
Videos YouTube channel.

With more than 1.9 
million views, the Teacher 
D e v e l o p m e n t  Vi d e o s 
YouTube channel launched 
in 2019 by the Ministry of 
Education and Sports with 
the support of Australia, 
through the Basic Education 
Quality and Access in Laos 
(BEQUAL) programme, is 
a great success. 

to  have had al l  these 
experiences and would like 
to say that opportunities and 
friendships are fundamental 
and have allowed me to do 
my job successfully.”

“I also firmly believe 
that cooperation in the 
energy sector between 
Laos and France is not only 
an important step towards 
closer collaboration but 
will also bring also great 
benefits to both countries, 
in the ultimate objective of 
the sustainable development 
of hydroelectricity, which is 
a clean and renewable form 
of energy.”

“This will help reduce the 
huge amount of greenhouse 
gas emissions which are 
the main cause of climate 
change,” he added.   

L a o s  a n d  F r a n c e 
established diplomatic 
relations on July 31, 1951. 

a n d  K h a m m u a n  w i l l 
also have thunderstorms 
and heavy rain, with an 
expec ted  t empera tu re 
range of 22-34C, while 
in Xaysomboun province 
temperatures will be lower 
at 15-28C accompanied 
by thunderstorms, rain and 
strong winds.

Temperatures in the 
south will range from 23-
34C and thunderstorms and 
heavy rain are forecast for 
Champassak, Xekong and 
Attapeu provinces. It will 
be cooler in plateau areas, 
with temperatures ranging 
from 14-27C. 

Vient iane  can  a l so 
expect more hot weather, 
thunders torms ,  heavy 
rain and wind gusts, with 
temperatures ranging from 
23-34C.

A teacher explains a lesson to his pupils. 

Laos, Australia extend support 
for teacher development

France vows continuing 
support for Lao development  

Ambassador Siv-Leng Chhuor (left) awards a French 
National Order of Merit to Dr Daovong Phonekeo.

Typhoon Noru likely to bring 
more heavy rain

growth is projected to slow 
to 3.2 percent this year from 
7.2 percent in 2021, before 
accelerating to 4.6 percent 
next year, the report states. 

 The report also noted 
that Laos, Mongolia and 
Myanmar have faced more 
significant exchange rate 
and inflation pressures than 
the rest of the region.

 Laos and Mongolia are 
most vulnerable in these 
respects, because they were 
already struggling with high 
debt. Growing debt service 
is straining the finances 
of governments and firms 
and hence limiting public 
and private investment, 
according to the World Bank.

 In Laos, the weakening 
exchange rate is contributing 
to inflation, ramping up 
pressure on low-income 
families and hindering 
their chances to rise above 
poverty.

 The global economic 
slowdown is beginning 
to dampen demand for 
exports of commodities 
and manufactured goods in 
the region.

 “Rising inflation abroad 
has provoked interest 
rate increases, which in 
turn have caused capital 
outflows and currency 
depreciations in some East 
Asia and Pacific countries. 
These developments have 

increased the burden of 
servicing debt and shrunk 
f i s ca l  space ,  hu r t i ng 
countries that entered the 
pandemic with a high debt 
burden,” the report stated.

 As countries in the region 
seek to shield households 
and firms from higher food 
and energy prices, current 
policy measures provide 
much-needed relief, but 
add to existing policy 
distortions.

Controls on food prices 
and energy subsidies benefit 
the wealthy and draw 
government spending away 
from infrastructure, health 
and education, according to 
the World Bank. 

“ADB will continue to 
collaborate closely with 
Laos’ regulatory bodies to 
strengthen the development 
of the country’s sustainable 
finance market, especially 
for green bonds.” 

According to the report, 
local investors prioritise the 
company profile of issuers 

when deciding to invest in 
green bonds. 

While investors are 
looking to  get  higher 
returns, it was reported that 
the majority of underwriters 
consider attracting new 
investors to be the primary 
reason for issuers to issue 
green bonds.

ADB is committed to 
achieving a prosperous, 
inclusive, resilient and 
sustainable Asia and the 
Pacific, while sustaining its 
efforts to eradicate extreme 
poverty. Established in 
1966, it is owned by 68 
members, with 49 located 
in the region.

Slower growth... FROM PAGE 1

Green bond... FROM PAGE 1
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Photo SceneSExcerpts from the Lao Media

The French Institute on Saturday held an Open House featuring 30 stalls displaying and 
selling goods including Saya Brand Lao cotton products, chocolates from Chocolate 
Dream, toys from the Urban Play Kids Store, puppets from the Khao Niew Theatre, and 
paintings from the Sa Paper House. The Institute also invited NGOs that support people 
with disabilities, to show support for local initiatives. Visitors watched movies and 
sampled French food from l’Apostrophe and the Sinouk Café. The painter Viengxay 
Phounsana, who is currently exhibiting his work at the French Institute, gave a live 
demonstration of his work, before announcing the winners of a lucky draw.

Vientiane court 
sentences 4 drug dealers
Translated by Meuangkham Noradeth 

A Vientiane people’s court has convicted four drug dealers and given each of them a 
five-year prison term and fined them 10 million kip each under the nation’s laws. 

The court heard the case of Mr Soulisack, 25, a resident of Phonsavang village in 
Chanthabouly district of Vientiane who had been using drugs since 2015. He usually 
bought one to six amphetamine tablets from a dealer at a game shop located near 
Nongbouathong village in Chanthabouly district. However, he did not know the dealer’s 
name or address.

In September 2019, Mr Soulisack began dealing drugs and bought narcotics from a 
woman named Ms It on many occasions. He usually bought 10 to 30 amphetamine tablets 
and sold them to drug addicts. 

Police arrested Mr Soulisack in April 2019 soon after he bought 33 amphetamine 
tablets from Ms It.

The court also heard the case of Ms Chandavone, 22, a resident of Nongthaneua 
village in Chanthabouly district of Vientiane. She had started using drugs in 2015, and 
she usually bought two to three amphetamine tablets from teenagers at a game shop. In 
2019, she started buying drugs from Ms It. She usually bought 30 to 55 amphetamine 
tablets and sold them at a game shop. 

She had bought 55 amphetamine tablets in April 2019, when police arrested her. 
The court also heard the case of Ms It, 32, a resident of Sysavard village in 

Chanthabouly district of Vientiane. She began using drugs in 2007, and she bought two 
to three amphetamine tablets on many occasions.

In January 2019, she began using drugs. She bought 20 to 100 amphetamine tablets 
from Mr Somchanh on three occasions and then sold the drugs to Mr Soulisack and Ms 
Chandavone. 

On April 1, 2019, Ms It sold 30 amphetamine tablets to Mr Soulisack and another 55 
amphetamine tablets to Ms Chandavone. Police arrested Ms It in May 2019. 

The court heard the case of Mr Somchanh, 31, a resident of Phonsynuan village in 
Sisattanak district of Vientiane. He had been using drugs since 2007. He usually bought 
the drugs from a drug dealer whose name and address he did not know.

In June 2018, he began dealing drugs that he bought from Ms Nang, whose address 
he did not know. Ms Nang and Mr Somchanh usually met near That Luang temple and 
she supplied 50 to 100 amphetamine tablets to him on many occasions. Mr Somchanh 
then sold the drugs to Ms It. Police arrested him on May 7, 2019.

--Lsecuritynews.com, September 23

Electricity supply restored in 
flood-hit areas of Bokeo 

Electricity supply has been restored in areas of Bokeo province that were affected by 
recent floods. 

The tropical storm Ma-on hit Bokeo on August 16, triggering strong winds and rainfall 
for many hours. The subsequent floods damaged farm lands, houses of local residents, 
some stretches of roads, and electricity poles. The floods also affected the movement 
of traffic.

The Electricite du Laos in Bokeo coordinated with the electricity service centre in 
Tonpheung district to restore the supply of power in the flood-hit areas. 

Authorities also repaired the electricity network in Namyon village group of Huayxai 
district, Nakong area in Tonpheung district, and Namyou area in Meung district. 

Electric poles and wires were washed away by the flood waters in some areas and it 
was difficult for the authorities to complete the repair works. Officials sought assistance 
from local residents to complete the repairs. 

The electricity system has been restored in some areas and officials are continuing 
repair works in other areas.

--Bokeo Newspaper, September 23 

Huaphan police arrest 
2 drug dealers

Police in Add district of Huaphan province have arrested two alleged drug dealers and 
seized narcotics from them. 

Police in Add coordinated with the police group in Nakham village to follow some 
suspects in the area between Nakham and Phakeo villages. 

At 8 am on September 14, police found a suspect named Mr Pheng, a 35-year-old 
resident of Nakham, riding a motorcycle near Phakeo and asked him to stop at a check 
point. They found 16 amphetamine tablets in his possession and detained him. 

At 9.30 am on the same day, police in Add coordinated with the police group in 
Nakham, police from Phakeo village and local officials to check the home of a suspected 
drug dealer, Mr Xeng, a 33-year-old resident of Phakeo. They found 84 amphetamine 
tablets, two small pieces of opium and five kilograms of opium seeds in the house.

During questioning by police, the two alleged dealers confessed that they owned the 
drugs. Police are now trying to trace more drug dealers from the same group. 

--Lsecuritynews.com, September 23

The Governor of Khammuan province, Mr Vanxay Fongsavanh, and his officials inspect 
the installation of electricity and the progress of construction of an irrigation system 
and repairs to roads in Kachamnoy village, Bualapha district. The village covers 2,858 
hectares and has 134 houses and a primary school.          --Photo Pasaxon

Officials involved in UXO clearance meet for a training course in Saravan province, 
which is taking place from September 23 to October 12. They are learning about the 
theory behind the practices involved and sharing their experiences in this field. The 
course is led by the Director of the UXO Lao authority, Mr Saomany Manivong, and 
other officials.                         --Photo Pathetlao

A nurse examines a 
pregnant woman at a 
hospital in Nong district, 
Savannakhet province, 
as part of a project to 
provide support for 
pregnant women and 
newborns, encourage 
vaccination, and teach 
mothers about good 
nutrition. Hospitals in 
the area are providing 
these services to 
people from remote 
communities. --Photo 
Pathetlao
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World
World news in brief  

NASA’s DART 
spacecraft hits 
asteroid as part of 
planetary defense test 
mission
WASHINGTON (Sputnik) 
-- NASA’s Double 
Asteroid Redirection Test 
(DART) spacecraft hit a 
small asteroid as part of a 
historic planetary defense 
test mission, according to a 
live broadcast of the event.
The planetary defense 
test mission that was 
completed on Monday 
seeks to examine whether 
kinetic energy can be used 
to change the orbits of 
celestial bodies to deflect 
them from crashing into 
the earth in the future.
No information was 
immediately available 
about whether the 
spacecraft changed the 
trajectory of the asteroid.
The DART spacecraft was 
launched aboard a SpaceX 
Falcon 9 rocket from 
Vandenberg Air Force 
Base in California.

Edward Snowden 
granted Russian 
citizenship
MOSCOW (Xinhua) 
-- Russian President 
Vladimir Putin signed 
a decree on Monday 
granting Russian 
citizenship to former 
US National Security 
Agency contractor Edward 
Snowden. Snowden, who 
revealed in 2013 that the 
US government had been 
spying on the email and 
cell phone communications 
of as many as 35 world 
leaders, including then 
German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, is one 
of more than 70 foreign 
citizens granted Russian 
citizenship.

UN chief calls for all-
out efforts to eliminate 
nuclear threat
UNITED NATIONS 
(Xinhua) -- UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
on Monday called for 
the use of every means 
to eliminate the nuclear 
threat.  Guterres made the 
appeal at a UN General 
Assembly high-level 
meeting to commemorate 
and promote the 
International Day for 
the Total Elimination of 
Nuclear Weapons, which 
falls on Sept. 26.
“We come together on 
this international day to 
speak with one voice. To 
stand in defense of our 
world - and our future. 
And to reject the claim that 
nuclear disarmament is 
some impossible utopian 
dream,” he said.
He noted that the 
elimination of nuclear 
weapons would be 
the greatest gift “we 
could bestow on future 
generations.”

TOKYO (Straits Times/
ANN) -- Former Japanese 
prime minister Shinzo Abe, 
a giant in diplomacy yet 
controversial at home, was 
given a final send-off in a 
state funeral attended by 
about 4,300 guests, including 
700 from abroad, on Tuesday.

The event was held at 
the Nippon Budokan arena 
that had hosted Olympic 
events, but is also a stone’s 
throw from the Yasukuni 
Shrine seen as a symbol of 
its wartime history.

Inside the Budokan in 
central Tokyo, a large portrait 
of Mr Abe draped with black 
ribbon hung over a bank 
of green, white and yellow 
flowers. Nearby, a wall of 
photos showed him strolling 
with Group of Seven leaders, 
holding hands with children 
and visiting disaster areas.

The service started at 2pm 
(1pm in Singapore), with Mr 
Abe’s ashes, in a box covered 
with a decorative fabric, 
carried into the Budokan hall 
by his widow, Akie, dressed 
in a black kimono.

Music was played by a 
military band and a 19-gun 
salute was sounded in honour 
of the slain ex-premier.

The mood was sombre in 

think many people had hoped, 
over the weekend, things 
would calm down but I do 
think the chancellor fanned 
the flames on Sunday in 
suggesting there may be more 
stimulus, more unfunded 
tax cuts, which has resulted 
overnight in the pound falling 
to an all-time low against the 
dollar.”

She said the prospect of 
having to pay for the tax cuts 
through additional national 
borrowing only made a bad 
situation worse and added 
that Kwarteng was effectively 
“gambling all of our money”.

The Bank of England, 
which raised interest rates 
on Thursday in a bid to cool 
inflation, may now have to 
make additional imminent 

hikes to try to counter the 
chancellor’s move, experts 
warned.

Economist Mohamed El-
Erian, who is an adviser to 
investment giant Allianz, 
told the BBC: “If I were the 
governor (of the Bank of 
England) and the chancellor 
is not modifying his plan, I 
would increase interest rates 
… and not by a little ... by 
one full percentage point, to 
try and stabilise the situation.”

The Bloomberg business 
news service said money 
markets are now braced for 
the central bank to raise rates 
to almost 4 percent, from 
today’s 2.25 percent, before 
November. It said the rate 
could hit 6 percent by next 
summer.

(ABC News) -- The former 
health department boss 
charged with reviewing the 
nation’s vaccine procurement 
during the pandemic says 
she is “surprised” the federal 
government has not yet 
ordered any COVID-19 
vaccines for the year after 
next, telling the ABC it is 
“prudent” supplies are 
secured.

Jane Halton’s review 
of vaccine procurement 
during the pandemic has 
recommended steps be taken 
to ensure adequate supplies 
are available for the next two 
years.

But in an interview with 
the ABC’s PM programme, 
Professor Halton said vaccines 
had not yet been ordered for 
2024.

“I’m a little surprised,” she 
told host David Lipson.

“I think it would be 
prudent for all of us to realise 
that this virus isn’t going away 
and there’s nothing that we 
see that suggests that people 
won’t continue to need to get a 
level of immunity, preferably, 
obviously, from a vaccine as 
opposed to being infected.

“ S o  I ’ m  c e r t a i n l y 
encouraging the minister. 
And I think that’s what he’s 
keen to ensure we can do, that 
we can all get those vaccines 
if and when we need them.”

Professor  Ha l ton’s 
review found Australia’s pre-
COVID-19 pandemic settings 
were not “fit for purpose” 
and official health advice 
about vaccine eligibility was 
confusing.

The review was designed 
to provide advice to the 
government about where it 
should focus its efforts to 
ensure Australia can adapt 
to future developments of 
disease and vaccines. 

Professor Halton, who 
chairs the Coalition for 
Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations, said the pre-
pandemic “structures and 
processes” - like assessing 
vaccines - were not “fit for 
purpose”.

“And I think the thing we 
all knew was that this was 
a race,” she said at a press 
conference earlier today.

“We actually had to have 
as responsive a regulatory 
context as we were seeing 
in the vaccine development 
world … we needed our 

Kwarteng, meanwhile, 
has defended his tax cuts, 
saying they are the best way 
to put money in people’s 
pockets and get the economy 
moving again before it slips 
into recession.

But the cuts, while roundly 
criticised by opposition 
parties, have even proved 
far from universally popular 
among lawmakers within the 
ruling Conservative Party.

Chloe Smith, the nation’s 
work and pensions secretary, 
refused to defend them 
when interviewed by Sky 
News on Monday, saying: 
“I am not going to be able to 
comment on particular market 
movements and there are 
various factors that always go 
into those.”

regulatory systems, our 
funding and our procurement 
systems to move at great 
speed.”

P r o f e s s o r  H a l t o n 
found while Australia has 
managed to achieve high 
primary vaccination rates 
and maintained a low death 
rate, recent performance has 
lagged.

She also said official 
health advice about vaccine 
eligibility had been confusing, 
calling for advisory structures 
to be “streamlined”.

“I think it needs to be 
clearer,” she said.

“We need to make it easy 
for people, make it easy to 
access these vaccines for 
boosting, and I think that will 
then help us with uptake.

“If you actually look at our 
uptake of the fourth booster, 
we are lagging most of the 
world - so we’re sitting on 
40 percent, or a bit over 40 
percent at the moment. That 
is not as good as a number of 
other countries.

“I think if we make it 
easier for people, we will get 
better uptake.” 

T h e  r e p o r t  a l s o 
recommended eligibility 
settings for the Novavax 
vaccine be changed to mitigate 
oversupply and reduce the 
need for other vaccines. 

Currently, health advice 
states Novavax is not a 
preferred booster dose for 
Australians under 18, but 
Health Minister Mark Butler 
said the biotechnology 
company had been arguing 
that should be reconsidered. 

“I’ve indicated it would be 
good for them to present that 
clinical data to the Australian 
government and to advisory 
authorities,” Mr Butler said. 

“I’ve also indicated to the 
department it would be good 
for [the vaccine advisory 
body] ATAGI to come 
together and to consider that 
new data.

“Obviously, it will be a 
matter for ATAGI to reach 
their own conclusions about 
it but at the very least, they 
should be considering the 
most recent clinical data.”

The report also found 
policy settings had not been 
updated to take in to account 
widespread COVID-19 
infections, the possibility of 
future waves and vaccine 
developments.

UK pound hits... FROM PAGE 1

COVID vaccine review lead Jane 
Halton ‘surprised’ government 

has not ordered vaccines for 2024

Japan gives former PM 
Shinzo Abe a final send-off

A portrait of former Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe is displayed inside the Nippon 
Budokan in Tokyo.

the arena. A video montage 
looking at some key moments 
of Mr Abe’s political life was 
shown during the service, 
fo l lowed by  eu logies 
from leading ruling party 
figures, including Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida and 
Mr Yoshihide Suga - Mr 
Kishida’s predecessor as 
prime minister and chief 
cabinet secretary during the 
second administration of 
Mr Abe.

Mr Kishida, who served 
as Mr Abe’s Foreign Minister, 
said in an emotional tribute: 
“Mr Abe, you were someone 
who needed to live a long 
life. I was convinced that 
you would have done your 
best for the next 10 - no, 
20 - years as a compass to 
show the way for Japan and 
the world.”

Both men entered politics 
for the first time in 1993. 
Mr Kishida remembered 
the highlights of Mr Abe’s 
tenure as PM, citing his 
tireless diplomacy through 
which he built bridges across 
the world and developed 
the Free and Open Indo-
Pacific framework as well 
as domestic policies such as 
Abenomics.

“On top of the foundation 

you laid, I pledge to build a 
sustainable, inclusive Japan, 
as well as a region and a 
world where all people can 
shine.”

Mr Suga, speaking in the 
capacity of a close friend, 
remembered Mr Abe as 
someone with whom he had 
shared his best memories 
with.

“Never has a day gone by 
when you were in Tokyo that 
we did not speak. Even now, 
when I’m alone, I can’t help 
but reminisce those days,” he 
said. “We spent seven years 
and eight months together at 
the Prime Minister’s Office, 
sharing all kinds of joys and 
sorrows. It was a period of 
pure bliss.”

He  r ecoun ted  how 
he spent three hours at a 
yakitori (chicken skewers) 
restaurant in Ginza, trying to 
persuade Mr Abe to become 
Prime Minister again for the 
second time in 2012. “That 
was probably my greatest 
achievement in my life,” said 
Mr Suga.

Former prime ministers 
such as Junichiro Koizumi, 
Taro Aso and opposition 
PM Yoshihiko Noda were 
also in attendance, as well as 
international leaders.
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Public Diplomacy and Alumni Engagement Manager – Vientiane, Lao PDR

Why Tetra Tech International Development? 
As a leading global development consulting firm, our purpose is to contribute to a world where people, 
communities and the planet thrive.
Tetra Tech International Development works with governments, businesses, and NGOs to solve complex 
development challenges. Our dedicated team helps partners including DFAT, USAID and the Asian 
Development Bank to deliver effective and sustainable projects in more than 80 countries around the 
world.

• Full-time contract to June 2025
• Vientiane, Lao PDR

The Program
The Laos Australia Institute is managed by Tetra Tech on behalf of the Australian Government.
Laos Australia Institute (LAI) has worked to support human resource development in Laos since 2014. 
It is the Australian Government's leading program for scholarships and training, as well as a source of 
technical advice and support to the public and private sectors. 
LAI’s work aims to overcome barriers and challenges faced by women, people living with a disability, 
and people from ethnic minorities or remote communities – in support of the economic and social 
development priorities in Lao PDR. 

The Position
The Public Diplomacy and Alumni Engagement Manager (the Manager) is responsible for LAI’s 
approach and delivery of public diplomacy and alumni engagement. This core leadership role provides 
high quality public diplomacy strategies and products and targeted, demand driven alumni engagement 
activities. The Manager ensures quality and consistency of all activities, interventions and interactions. 
The successful candidate will deliver communications and engagement with stakeholders that maintains 
or enhances LAI’s (and the Australian Government) reputation as a reliable and trustworthy partner of 
choice for building National HRD capability in the Lao PDR.

The Person
To be successful in this role the ideal candidate will possess the following qualifications and skills:
• Tertiary qualifications in International Relations, Business, Marketing, Communications or Public 

Relations
• Fluency, both written and verbal, in English and Lao is essential
• Demonstrated experience managing/coordinating events, promotion and/or marketing activities
• High level stakeholder coordination, relationship management and client/customer service skills
• Strong analytical, communication and interpersonal skills
• Experience applying policies, monitoring performance, and ensuring quality outcomes related to 

education and training
• Experience in project management and preparing reports for clients and stakeholders
• An understanding of international development principles and practices is desirable
• Familiarity with the Lao and Australian higher education systems highly regarded

How to Apply
To apply for this position please click on ‘apply now’ and complete the online application process. Please 
note that applications will only be accepted via the Tetra Tech International Development Website. 
Page Up People Careers - Tetra Tech International Development 
For any enquiries, please contact IDEV.HRServices@tetratech.com and quote the job reference number 
499851.
Applications close:  5.00pm (Local Lao time), Friday, 7 October 2022.

Capacity Development Officer, USAID Local Solutions Support Project

Research Triangle Institute (RTI) International is an independent nonprofit research 
institute and leading development organization headquartered in Research Triangle Park, 
North Carolina, USA. Since 1958, RTI has worked in over 150 countries and designed 
and implemented cutting-edge solutions in the sectors of economic growth, governance, 
education, and health. 

Position Summary
RTI is currently accepting applications for one Capacity Development Officer for a 
USAID-funded Local Solutions Support project in Laos. The goal of this project is to 
strengthen the operational and managerial capacity of academic institutes, businesses, 
and other local organizations that serve vulnerable populations in the country so that they 
can be more effective and sustainable. The Capacity Development Officer will work with 
the Capacity Development Lead (CDL), grant management team, and MEL Specialist to 
prepare trainings and provide technical assistance to local organizations. She/he is expected 
to be trainer and individual experienced in adult learning, mentoring, and coaching. She/he 
will ensure capacity development activities to target beneficiaries are successfully delivered 
with exceptional quality. This position will be based in Vientiane but travel throughout the 
country will be required, as needed. Nationals of Laos are strongly encouraged to apply. 

Primary Responsibilities
The Capacity Development Officer, under guidance of CDL, will conduct the participatory 
local organizational capacity assessments (PLOCA), facilitate the development of Capacity 
Development Action Plans (CDAPs), and work to support these organizations in the long 
term. She/he will be responsible for designing and delivering a broad range of capacity 
development assistance to target beneficiary organizations throughout the country. She/he 
will ensure that all capacity development support is streamlined, able to meet the needs of 
local partners, and is implemented with exceptional quality. She/he will form a core team 
of experts to provide support and will be complemented by selected local consultants. The 
Capacity Development Officer report to CDL and work closely with the grant management 
team, MEL Specialist, and selected local consultants.  

Capacity Development Support
• Conduct local organizations selection based on LSS/RTI guidelines. 
• Facilitate PLOCA of selected local organizations that may receive grants and/or 

technical assistance under the project. 
• Facilitate the development of CDAPs with correspondent organizational capacity 

development interventions for selected local organizations.
• Participate in Grants awarding and monitoring process.
• Design a wide range of capacity development activities for target local organizations
• Provide direct capacity development support to the local organizations that may address 

a wide range of institutional areas including financial and administrative management, 
human resources, institutional governance, marketing and communication, strategic 
planning, networking, leadership, etc.

• Provide coaching and mentoring support on organizational capacity development for 
the target local organizations in a creative and innovative way and beyond traditional 
approaches.

• Work with selected local consultants to deliver capacity building activities as guided by 
CDL.

• Lead quality assurance of capacity development activities carried out by local 
consultants to ensure exceptional standards. 

Monitoring, Evaluation, Learning and Knowledge Management
• Work closely with MEL Specialist to create and maintain a database to record relevant 

information and verify data using supporting documentation.
• Lead project baseline, midterm and end-line surveys with exceptional standards.
• Make sure high-quality data is available on demand for LSS team, RTI regional and 

head offices, donors and government partners.
• Produce case studies, conduct surveys, and carry out other monitoring activities as required.
• Lead in establishing learning platforms and enabling environment for LSS project 

stakeholders, civil society organizations community, and beyond.
• Develop and execute communications, marking and branding, media, marketing and 

advocacy plans in line with USAID and RTI policy and requirements.
• Prepare reports for CDL (monthly reports, quarterly reports, six-month reports, end of 

year reports, performance reports and others as necessary).
• Carry out other relevant tasks as directed by CDL.

Required Skills and Qualifications
The successful applicant will have extensive experience in working with and supporting 
local organizations in Laos. They will also have direct experience in helping them to develop 
capacity in a range of operational and managerial areas. Required skills also include: 

• Bachelor’s degree in social studies, development studies, business administration, or 
related field. Master’s degree preferred. 

• At least 5 years of experience in working with academic institutes, social enterprises 
and/or NGOs, especially in the area of capacity development. 

• At least 5 years in strengthening the managerial and administrative capacities of academic 
institutes, businesses, and social enterprises and other types of local organizations in Laos. 

• Excellent communication skills and the ability to coach and mentor organizations in a 
collaborative and innovative fashion. 

• Demonstrated ability to communicate effectively in English, both verbally and in 
writing. Fluency in Laotian required. 

• Experience in working on projects with international donors is preferred. 
• Experience with USAID funding requirements is an advantage.

Application Instructions: Qualified candidates are invited to apply for this position and 
submit their CV and cover letter to Daoveng Khounpasirth through his email dkhounpasirt@
rti.org by October 07, 2022. Candidates are encouraged to apply as soon as possible. Only 
short-listed applicants will be contacted.
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(Global Times/BRNN) -- 
The impact of the US’ latest 
interest rate hikes is now 
being reflected in global trade, 
as exporters said container 
shipping rates have fallen by 
70 percent compared with 
a year earlier - indicating 
weaker consumer demand 
and dimmer global economic 
prospects amid a range of 
global uncertainties. 

“The shipping cost to the 
US West Coast has slumped 
by more than 70 percent. 
Previously, we had to scramble 
to seek as many containers 
as possible,” an exporter in 

Times Reporters

The Sabaidee Luang Prabang 
Festival to be held next 
month is expected to generate 
a turnover of two billion 
kip and draw thousands of 
visitors after the easing of 
Covid-19-related restrictions. 

The festival will be held 
in Luang Prabang province 
during October 6-12, and 
it is expected to generate 
considerable sales of a wide 
range of products. 

The Vice President 
o f  t h e  L a o  N a t i o n a l 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (LNCCI), Mrs 
Chanthachone Vongsay, said 
at a recent news conference 
that this will be the first such 
festival to be held in the 
province.

The event will be held 
on the sidelines of the End 
of Buddhist Lent, marking 
the observance of numerous 
religious activities in a big 
way after three years of 
restrictions because of the 
Covid-19 crisis.

“This event is the first 
ever festival that is expected 
to attract domestic and 
foreign tourists after Laos 
was hit by the Covid-19 
outbreak in 2019. A wide 
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Sabaidee Luang Prabang Festival to generate 2 bn kip, 
thousands of visitors expected  

Luang Prabang province used to be a key destination for international tourists before the Covid-19 pandemic. 

range of goods made in 
the province will be on 
display and sale alongside 
the religious activities,” 
she said.

The products, especially 

the “One District One 
Product” or ODOP items, 
w i l l  b e  d i s p l a y e d  a t 
several places arranged by 
the authorities of Luang 
Prabang ci ty.  Visi tors 

can shop for locally made 
products such as handicraft 
items and souvenirs.

Mrs  Chan thachone 
urged domestic and foreign 
travellers to spend a couple 

of days to enjoy the unique 
festival at the UNESCO 
world heritage site.

The festival is aimed 
at promoting economic 
recovery following the 

Cov id -19  c r i s i s ,  and 
sustainable consumption 
and production practices 
throughout the Lao tourism 
supply chain. It is also meant 
to stimulate sustainable 
tourism and support local 
businesses and entrepreneurs 
hit by the pandemic.

Several international 
organisations, government 
partners and the private sector 
have joined hands to assist 
tourism-related businesses 
and to promote sustainable 
tourism, Lao traditions and 
culture. 

The festival is being 
organised by the Sustour 
Project, which is funded 
by the European Union, 
and is being implemented 
in partnership with Plan 
International Laos, the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce, LNCCI, the 
Luang Prabang Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
and the Luang Prabang 
Association of Travel Agents 
and Hotels and Restaurants.

T h e  o r g a n i s i n g 
committee is confident that 
all stakeholders in tourism 
supply chains, especially 
hotels, restaurants and tourist 
spots, are ready to roll out the 
welcome mat for visitors. 

Shipping rates sink more than 70 percent as US Fed’s interest 
rate hikes send shockwaves through global demand

Yiwu, East China’s Zhejiang 
Province, who’s engaged in 
the leather business told the 
Global Times on Sunday. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
China Securities Journal, 
t he  Shangha i  Expor t 
Containerised Freight Index 
fell to 2,072.04 points on 
Friday, down 10.4 percent 
week-on-week and about 
60 percent lower than the 
beginning of the year. 

The cost of a 40-foot 
equivalent unit container from 
Shanghai to the West Coast 
of North America dropped to 
US$2,684, down nearly 70 

percent from the beginning 
of the year. For a 20-foot 
container from Shanghai to 
Europe, the cost has fallen 
to US$3,163, down about 60 
percent from the beginning 
of the year, according to the 
report.

The Yiwu exporter said 
orders from Europe and 
the US are down by more 
than 50 percent so far, and 
the declining momentum 
may prolong to next year. 
“The Zhejiang provincial 
government is fully aware of 
the situation, and it has been 
launching more measures, 

including organising chartered 
flights for businessmen from 
abroad, to help us secure more 
orders,” the exporter said.

Several other exporters 
told the Global Times that 
shipping rates started to fall 
in July as the market was hit 
by shrinking demand in the 
European and US markets 
due to skyrocketing inflation. 
The US’ latest rate hikes sent 
shockwaves through more 
countries globally. Much-
reduced port congestion 
is driving rates down too, 
exporters said.

The US Federal Reserve 

on Wednesday raised the 
federal funds rate by 75 basis 
points for the third time in a 

row this year, in a desperate 
and reckless battle against 
runaway inflation. 
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BEIJING (Xinhua) -- China 
has stepped up efforts to save 
jobs this year, with some 
64.63 billion yuan (9.19 
billion US dollars) having 
already been offered to 
businesses this year.

U n e m p l o y m e n t 
insurance refunds totaling 
44.84 billion yuan were 
given to some 7.21 million 
enterprises, or more than 
ha l f  of  a l l  employers 
covered by the  socia l 
security net, in the first 
eight months of the year, 
according to the Ministry 
of Human Resources and 
Social Security.

(The  Nat ion/ANN) - - 
Thailand remains attractive 
to foreign investors as borne 
out by investments of more 
than 80 billion baht in the 
country over the past eight 
months this year, up 66 
percent year on year, the 
Commerce Ministry said 
on Friday.

D e p u t y  C o m m e r c e 
Minister Sinit Lertkrai said 
381 foreign entrepreneurs, 
who were allowed to operate 
their business in Thailand 
between January and August 
this year, had invested 83.28 
billion baht and hired more 
than 3,762 Thais.

He said the top five 
foreign investors during 

ANKARA (AA) -- Oil 
prices continued to plunge 
on Monday to nine-month 
lows as several countries 
opted to increase interest 
rates to tame rising inflation 
amid recession concerns, 
triggering anxiety over 
weak demand.

International benchmark 

Brent  crude t raded at 
US$84.07 per barrel at 10.22 
am local time (0722 GMT) 
for a 1.12 percent decrease 
from the closing price of 
US$85.03 a barrel in the 
previous trading session. 
Brent oil dropped to its 
lowest level since Jan. 14, 
when it traded at US$83.99 
a barrel.

HA NOI (Vietnam News/
ANN) -- Seven enterprises 
were assigned tariff quotas 
with a total volume of 
109,000 tonnes at the sugar 
import auction organised 
by the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade.

Of which, five enterprises 
were assigned to import raw 
sugar and the others were 
assigned refined sugar.

The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade held a session 
to allocate import tariff 
quotas for sugar products by 
auction last Friday.

E i g h t  e n t e r p r i s e s 
submitted documents and 
participated in the auction, 
including six enterprises 
registering to import raw 
sugar and two refined sugar.

Deputy Minister  of 
Industry and Trade Tran 

Quoc Khanh said that to 
ensure a fair competitive 
env i ronment  be tween 
domestically produced 
sugar and imported sugar, 
the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade issued Decision 
No 1569/QD-BCT dated 
August 5 this year on the 
establishment of the Council 
for the allocation of tariff 
quotas for sugar imports 
through the auction method.

According to the plan 
announced in Decision 
1 6 4 9 / Q D - B C T d a t e d 
August 22 of the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade, the 
amount of imported sugar 
allocated by auction method 
is 113,000 tonnes this year, 
including 79,000 tonnes of 
raw sugar and 34,000 tonnes 
of refined sugar.

The Deputy Minister also 

said sugar importers will be 
subject to trade remedy tax 
of the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade if they import 
sugar from countries on the 
list of taxable countries.

Previously, the Minister 
of Industry and Trade 
signed and promulgated 
Decision No 1578/QD-BCT 
applying anti-dumping tax 
and official anti-subsidy tax 
on a number of cane sugar 
products from Thailand on 
June 15 last year.

The Ministry continued 
to  i ssue  Decis ion  No 
1514/QD-BCT applying 
m e a s u r e s  t o  p r e v e n t 
evasion of trade remedies 
for a number of cane sugar 
products imported from 
Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Myanmar on 
August 1. 

The Ministry of Industry and Trade held a session to allocate import tariff quotas for sugar 
products by auction last Friday.

Seven enterprises assigned to import 
more than 100,000 tonnes of sugar

The amount of money 
and number of beneficiaries 
were respectively 1.9 and 
1 .8  t imes  thei r  levels 
reported for the whole of 
2021.

Approximately 19.68 
billion yuan in one-time 
training subsidies was paid 
to 3.96 million companies 
in regions impacted by 
COVID-19 outbreaks and 
in the five hardest-hit 
industries, including the 
catering sector.

To help college and 
university graduates as 
they seek employment, 
the government has also 

provided grants totaling 
110 million yuan to 33,000 
companies, benefiting some 
103,000 graduates.

China’s 160-million-
plus market entities, offering 
600 million jobs, form the 
cornerstone of the economy 
and are crucial to the stability 
of employment, according 
to Zhang Chenggang from 
the Capital University of 
Economics and Business.

The pro-employment 
funds  wi l l  encourage 
employers to maintain 
jobs, shore up business 
confidence and stabilise the 
economy, he said. 

China offers US$9 billion to 
businesses to maintain jobs

Oil slips to 9-month low as 
strong dollar, likely recession 

spur demand jitters
American benchmark 

West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) hit new lows of 
US$77.85 per barrel at 
the same time, losing 1.13 
percent after the previous 
session closed at US$78.74 
a barrel.  The previous 
record low was made on 
January 6 when WTI traded 

at US$88.74 a barrel.
Both benchmarks lost 

almost 5 percent on Friday 
as interest rate hikes by 
major economies blurred the 
demand outlook.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  U S 
Fed’s 75 point interest 
rate increase on Thursday, 
the  Bank  of  England 
raised i ts  key interest 

rate by 50 basis points. 
Rate increases in Norway, 
Switzerland, Taiwan, South 
Africa, Indonesia, and the 
Philippines ensued.

The rising value of the 
US dollar also magnified 
demand fears, repelling 
buyers from dollar-indexed 
o i l .  The  dol la r  index 

increased 0.8 percent to 
113.33, its highest level in 
20 years, fueling the price 
downturn.

Investors are awaiting 
the output decision of major 
oil producers of OPEC+ on 
October 5. The group had 
agreed to cut production 
by 100,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) in October.

Both benchmarks see lowest levels since January.

the period came from 
Japan (32.89 billion baht), 
Singapore (10.66 billion 
baht), the US (3.27 billion 
baht), Hong Kong (7.78 
billion baht) and Germany 
(1.20 billion baht).

“Most of the businesses are 
in line with the government’s 
new S-curve industries 
promotion policy, such as 
energy storage installation, 
integrated power plant 
construction and petroleum 
exploration,” he said.

Sinit added that 69 foreign 
investors had invested 33.23 
billion baht in the Eastern 
Economic Corridor (EEC) 
over the past eight months, 
accounting for 40 percent of 

total investment in the EEC.
He said the top three 

foreign investors in the 
EEC during the period came 
from Japan (21.98 billion 
baht), Singapore (1.82 
billion baht) and the US 
(1.07 billion baht).

Most of the investments 
in the EEC were in fuel pump 
module manufacturing, 
engineering and technical 
services, he added.

He also expected more 
foreign investors to operate 
their business in Thailand 
in the remainder of this 
year, as the government has 
eased travel restrictions and 
launched measures to help 
investors.

Foreign investment in Thailand 
sees a sharp increase in 2022
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Feature

Khonesavanh Latsaphao

The Boat Racing 
Festival in Laos 
has been enjoyed 
for hundreds of 

years and is celebrated on 
selected days from July to 
October during Buddhist 
Lent, when farmers, traders 
and young people across 
the country get together in 
their free time and focus 
their attention on longboats 
and rivers. 

The boat races and the 
accompanying festivities 
(known in Lao as Boun 
Xuang Heua) take place 
in many towns across the 
country, drawing people 
to riversides to cheer for 
their favourite racing teams, 
and bring streets alive with 
colour, noise, and the smell 
of cooked food sold at 
myriad stalls.

The word “heua” implies 
a long wooden boat carved 
from a single tree trunk, 
with most long enough to 
hold about 50 paddlers.

The most popular species 
of tree for boat-making is 
“maykhaenheua” (Shorea 
sp.) and is resistant to both 
sunlight and rain.

According to Lao Hid 12 
Khong sipsi, the boat races 
have their origins in the tale 
of Thao Khamphaphinoy. 

Lao hid 12 refers to 
twelves-month traditions 
that have been passed down 
through the generations, 
while the words “khong 
sipsi” refers to 14 customs 
that the activity began with 
long-ago ancestors.

The  s to ry  o f  Thao 
Khamphaphinoy has been 
around for a long time and 
recounts the tale of a king 
(Phaya) whose kingdom was 
in the locality of Paranasy. 
The Phaya was greedy and 
lusted after another man’s 
wife. The woman was the 
wife of a Mr Khampha. She 
was beautiful and was called 
Khamnga.

She and her husband 
lived in a small hut. The 
Phaya ordered Mr Khampha 
to come to his palace. He 
placed a bet on a buffalo 
fight, saying that if Mr 
Khampha’s buffalo did not 
win the fight, he would take 
his wife.

Mr Khampha’s buffalo 
was defeated but the Phaya 
made another wager on 
a cockfight ,  in  which 
Mr Khampha’s bird was 
defeated. The Phaya again 
threatened to take his wife 
but said they would engage 
in one more bet. 

This time it was a boat 
race, but the Phaya could 
have several oarsmen while 
Mr Khampha would have to 
paddle his boat by himself.

But when the Phaya’s 
boat was ahead in the race, 
it capsized and he drowned.

Boat races bring towns to life in age-old festival

A boat with people cheering for the racing boats on the Mekong River in Vientiane, with traditional music, drums and 
dances. (File photo Vientiane Times)

The boat racing festival on the Mekong River in Vientiane. (File photo Phoonsab Thevongsa)

T h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s 
interpreted as meaning that 
if you want to kill someone, 
you will yourself die.

Former Head of the 
N a t i o n a l  S t a d i u m  i n 
Vientiane, Mr Khounpheng 
K h a m m a n g ,  t o l d  t h e 
Vientiane Times that the 
Boun Xuang Heua has 
existed in Laos since time 
immemorial.

D u r i n g  t h e  t h r e e -
month Buddhist Lent, each 
province selects a different 
date for the Boun Xuang 
Heua day depending on 
local customs. In Luang 
Prabang province, this 
event  i s  organised t o 
coincide with the Hor 
Khaopadapdin festival in 
early September.

M r  K h o u n p h e n g 
said Vientiane and some 
o the r  p rov inces  such 
a s  S a v a n n a k h e t  a n d 
Champassak  hold  the 
festival the day after the 
end of Buddhist Lent.

“No matter where the 
festival is celebrated, it 
features the same rituals 
and activities and is greatly 
enjoyed by people of all 
ages,” he said.

I t  i s  a lso the most 
exciting time of the year 
for communities living near 
rivers.

The boat crews start 
training months in advance, 
building up their fitness and 
learning to work as a team, 
all eagerly anticipating the 
race day itself. 

This event is also a time 
when traders fill the streets 
with stalls selling all manner 
of cheap goods, so it’s a 

great opportunity for people 
in search of bargains. And 
parties abound, with friends 
and family making the most 
of the joyful occasion and 
meeting up in each other’s 
houses and entertainment 
venues.

Residents  of  towns 
where boat races are held 
can expect to play host 
to their neighbours and 
other visitors, so they 
prepare special food and 
drinks, with the noodle 
dish known as khao poon 
being particularly popular. 

When guests arrive, they 
are usually offered noodles 
and of course something 
to drink.

The boat races are a 
time for entertainment and 
trade, as well as to display 
the athletic prowess of the 
boat crews. In the days 
before the races, the boats 
are cleaned and blessed.

When race day comes, 
the women are first on the 
river at around 8am and 
the men’s races follow in 
the afternoon. In Vientiane, 
the course runs for two 

kilometres and the boats 
assemble at the upstream 
starting line, competing in 
pairs to determine which 
pair will compete in the 
thrilling final.

The streets are packed 
with spectators who crowd 
the riverbanks to watch 
the spectacle and cheer for 
their favourite teams. 

Whether they are old 
or young, whether they 
come with their families 
or to hang out with their 
friends, grilled chicken 
is the food of choice for 

everyone strolling through 
the streets, with hundreds 
of pop up stalls selling the 
popular snack. It is tasty 
and filling and can be eaten 
for breakfast, lunch or 
dinner.

I n  m o s t  p a r t s  o f 
Laos, Boun Suang Heua 
immediately follows Boun 
Ork Phansa (the last day 
of Buddhist Lent). It also 
heralds the end of the 
rainy season and is seen 
as bringing luck to farmers 
and ensuring an abundant 
harvest.
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KOREA (Korea Herald/
ANN) -- Most travelers seek 
out popular restaurants while 
visiting a foreign country. But 
spontaneous ventures to street 
vendors can leave a lasting 
impression, if one finds the 
right place.

From ordering food at 
crowded outdoor vendors to 
enjoying small talk with the 
staff before the menu is served, 
the unique cultural codes of 
the city are easily captured 
through the experience.

Gilgeori toast, or Korean 
street toast, is one of the 
main street food menus for 
commuters who want to 
grab a quick breakfast before 
heading into the office. It also 
is a popular after-school snack 
for kids.

Aside from the filling of 
pan-fried vegetables and eggs, 
what stands out in Korean 
street toasts is the sugar 
and ketchup. Although this 
might sound odd at first, once 
you take a bite, you’ll find 
the ingredients go together 
surprisingly well. Koreans 
call this flavor “danjjan” style, 
meaning sweet and salty.

Earlier this year, popular 
British YouTubers Josh 
Carrott and Ollie Kendal 
opened a Korean street toast 
pop-up store in London 
King’s Cross railway station. 
It soon became a sensation, 
and the two went on to open a 
small Korean toast restaurant. 
The toast there is priced at 
some 5.5 pounds (US$6).

But in Seoul, a street 
toast can be had for half the 
price with many variations to 
choose from.

At 7:30 am in Yeouido, 
Seoul’s financial district, 
roads are already packed 
with cars, and office workers 
rush out of subways stations 
and buses.

Among the crowd, around 
one-third are seen heading to 
nearby cafes or street food 
carts for a quick morning bite.

Located in an alley on the 
right from Yeouido Station’s 
Exit No. 1, an ivory-painted 
stand with handwritten 
menus, greets those with 
the familiar scent of toasted 
bread.

Morning egg toast is their 
specialty, and fish cakes are 
being sold as a side along 
with coffee. Upon ordering a 
toast, a complimentary cup of 
fish cake soup is offered while 
one waits.

“Just a decade ago, rivalry 
formed among toast-making 
carts here in Yeoeuido. These 
days, the jumeokbap (stuffed 
rice balls) stands have become 
popular, so I think I am the 
only one sticking to the toast 
menu around this complex,” 
the owner of the food stand 

Korean street toast: Delightful bite on the go

The signature halmeoni toast at Changdong Halmeoni Toast, in northern Seoul.                                    --Photo Kim Hae-yeon

Toast served at a Yeouido toast stand, situated a block away 
from Yeouido Station.                             --Photo Kim Hae-yeon

said.
The freshly made warm 

toast is not as buttery and has 
a light and clean finish. Two 
slices of crispy bread with 
chopped cabbages, onions, 
bell peppers, scallions and 
beaten eggs on the inside, 
makes it a filling meal.

Toast at the Yeouido stand 
is priced at 3,000 won. The 
stand closes before noon.

Changdong Halmeoni 
Toas t ,  loca ted  ins ide 
Changdong Market, in 
between Ssangmun station 
and Suyu station, has been in 
the business for over 35 years.

The four toast menus are 
ham, cheese, ham and cheese 
and its signature, the halmeoni 

toast.
The “halmeoni,” or 

“grandmother in Korean, 
owner of the toast vendor, 
passed away in 2020, and her 
daughter-in-law continues to 
serve guests.

“We come here after work, 
just in time for evening snacks 
for our kids after school,” a 
couple in their 40s told The 
Korea Herald. “I sometimes 
feel jealous that my kids love 
halmeoni toast more than 
the dinner that I make,” the 
woman said with a smile.

Known for its generous 
filling, frequenters have 
given the halmeoni toast a 
nickname, “Daewang Toast,” 
meaning “jumbo toast.”

The halmeoni toast is 
pretty much a giant omelette 
with assorted vegetables, 
almost bigger than the size of 
an adult’s hand, sandwiched 
between two slices of bread.

You can also request to 
skip the sugar and ketchup.

Changdong Halmeoni 
Toast opens at 9:30 am and 
closes at 8 pm The halmeoni 
toast is priced at 2,500 won.

Located on the ground 
floor of the Mapo Agricultural 
and Marine Products Market, 
Teo-Sarang welcomes both 
customers and market staff 
from the break of dawn.

The toast vendor, located 
at the market’s entrance No. 3, 
opens at 5 am in the morning, 
along with most other market 
stalls.

The ingredients are kept 

simple, according to the 
manager - ample margarine, 
chopped onions, green onions, 
carrots and eggs.

The toast at Teo-sarang is 
relatively less sweet, since the 
beverages on the menu make 
up for it.

A small cup of dabang 
coffee, an old-style coffee 
with creamer and sugar, or 
sikhye, a sweet Korean rice 
punch, can be enjoyed at the 
cost of 1,000 won each.

The manager flaunts her 
cooking skills to customers 
every once in a while, 
spreading margarine evenly 
on the grill and flips the toast 
with a swift flick of her wrist. 
The texture of the toasted 
bread is soft and moist, falling 
on the less crunchy side.

“We started our business 
at this stand selling gilgeori 
toasts, and now we have 
our own dessert cafe on the 
upper floor of the market, also 
named Teo-sarang. But they 
do not make toasts, so make 
sure to visit the ground floor 
if you are looking for a hearty 
snack,” the manager said.

A toast at Teo-sarang is 
priced at 1,500 won. The 
vendor usually closes before 
7:30 pm.
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Opinion

Streetwise
Streetwise

Lamphone Pasanthong
 
Ms Chantha 
Nidmaniphon, a resident 
of Luang Prabang: It’s 
quite difficult to treat 
animals when they get sick 
because we don’t have a 
vet near my village. But 
I agree it’s good to have 

animals vaccinated
to protect them and 
us against disease. 
Unfortunately, I think a
lot of people don’t 
understand the importance 
of vaccinations
and another problem is 
that the cost is quite high 
because most
animal clinics are 
privately owned. The 
authorities should provide 
vaccinations whenever 
there is an outbreak 
of disease to stop it 
spreading. They should 
also advise pet owners how 
to protect their animals 
against disease and people 
should certainly
get their animals 
vaccinated.     
 
Mr Pod, a government 
official in Saravan 
province: An animal that 
has rabies is a danger to 
humans because it can 
transmit the virus if it bites 
someone. Although rabies 
vaccinations are available, 
some pets, especially dogs, 
contract rabies and can 
then pass it on to humans. 
I think most pet owners 

What should be done to protect 
animals and humans against rabies?

Over the past 10 years, 59 people in Laos have died after contracting rabies, which is a viral disease 
transmitted through animals such as dogs, cats, monkeys, rodents, squirrels and bats. A bite from 
an infected animal can pass on rabies to humans. The virus is often fatal but can be prevented by 
a vaccine and everyone should ensure their dogs and cats are vaccinated. Vientiane Times asked 

around for people’s thoughts on protection against rabies.

don’t fully understand the 
effects of rabies and so 
they don’t bother to get 
their animals vaccinated. 
Another problem is that 
there aren’t many vets. 
Many have received some 
training but they aren’t 

qualified veterinarians. So 
it’s quite hard to fight an 
outbreak of disease and 
provide proper treatment 
for sick animals. I think 
the authorities should 
give more advice to 
communities about ways 
to prevent diseases, and 
about ways to treat animals 
to reduce infection. The 
media should also provide 
more information so that 
the dangers of disease are 
better understood. 
 
Ms Mee, a resident 
of Xaysettha district, 
Vientiane: I love dogs and 
I own several. Yes, I know 
about rabies and it’s very 
scary but I’m not worried 
about my pets. I take 

them to a vet to get them 
vaccinated. I urge all pet 
owners to think carefully 
about the prevention of 
rabies and other diseases. 
It’s important to ensure 
our pets are healthy. 
Rabies is a serious matter 
for both humans and 
pets because this virus 
is potentially fatal and 
unfortunately most pets 
aren’t vaccinated. 
 
Mr Phouthone, a 
government official 
in Xaythany district, 
Vientiane: Some dogs 

in my village died from 
rabies some time ago. I 

think it was because their 
owners hadn’t vaccinated 
them against rabies. 
Everyone should do more 
to protect their pets and 

take them to a vet to 
be vaccinated. And the 
authorities should actively 

advise the public about 
ways to prevent rabies and 
other diseases.
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Sisouphan 
Amphonephong
 
M r  P r i u n g s h u  R o y 
Chowdhury, a Bangladeshi 
s t u d e n t ,  i s  c u r r e n t l y 
promoting his ability to sing 
the national anthems of 120 
countries, including the Lao 
national anthem.

He said in an interview 
to Vientiane Times  that he 

Entertainment

Sisouphan 
Amphonephong
 
M i s s  U n i v e r s e  L a o 
Project-2022 announced 
its top 20 finalists last 
week. The public is being 
encouraged to cheer and 
vote for them.

The contestants are 
being trained by well-
known coaches to work on 
their inner and outer selves 
ahead of the Miss Universe 
pageant. 

The top 20 finalists were 
introduced to the public 
after a press conference at 
Crowne Plaza Vientiane. 
D r e s s e d  i n  b l u e  t h e 
contestants sashayed down 
a stage showing off their 
perfectly toned bodies amid 
loud cheering from the 
audience.

An official from Miss 
Universe Laos Project 

explained the significance of 
such contests. She said this 
contest would open a chance 
for Lao’s beautiful girls 

to represent their country 
abroad and promote Laos’ 
culture on the international 
stage.

Miss Universe Laos-2021 
Tonkham Phonechanheuang 
shared her experiences 
about last year’s contest. She 
encouraged the contestants 
to prepare well for the 
regional and international 
competitions. 

The press conference 

Top 20 finalists of Miss 
Universe-Laos announced

The top 20 finalists of Miss Universe Laos-2022 pose for a group photo.

was  a t t ended  by  Lao 
celebrities, former Miss 
Universe-Laos contestants, 
and the sponsors of the 
show.

P e o p l e  c a n  c h e e r 
a n d  v o t e  f o r  t h e i r 
favourite contestants on 
missuniverselaos.online.la. 

This platform is open till 
October 8.

The final round of this 
prestigious contest will 
take place on October 8 at 
Crowne Plaza Vientiane 
where  the  nex t  Miss 
Universe Laos 2022 will be 
crowned.

spent eight months learning 
all the anthems amid the 
lockdown for the Covid-19 
pandemic. “My dream came 
true during the lockdown 
when the  coronavirus 
prevailed everywhere. 
The time was 2021 and 
our government had closed 
all educational institutions 
because of the pandemic.”

He added,  “All  the 

students were passing 
their time sitting at home. 
But I tried to use that time 
differently. I started to learn 
the national anthems of 
different countries in their 
native languages.”

Within eight months, 
M r  R o y  C h o w d h u r y 
learnt the anthems of 120 
countries. “Actually, I got 
this idea from cricketers. 
During international cricket 
matches, cricketers sing 
their own country’s national 
anthem,” he said.

“This activity inspired 
me to learn the l anthems of 
various countries. My main 
goal was to showcase the 
good relations between my 
country, Bangladesh, and 
other nations. In this way, 
I also want to show respect 
to all the nations,” he said. 

Mr Roy Chowdhury is 
15 years old and a student 
of Grade 10. From his 
childhood, he has thought 
about doing exceptional 
work.

H e  b e l i e v e s  h i s 
achievement of learning the 
anthems of different countries 
will inspire everyone to do 
something exceptional. He 
said, “The Guinness World 
Records is optional, but I am 
happy that I did something 
new and created a milestone. 
My parents and all of my 
friends and relatives are 
happy for me.”

Bangladeshi student sings 
120 national anthems

Mr Priungshu Roy Chowdhury.
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SYDNEY (AP) -- New 
York has long been known 
as a melting pot, a city of 
diversity.

Tha t  mon ike r  a l so 
works for the city’s WNBA 
franchise, the New York 
Liberty, which has seven 
players competing in the 
women’s World Cup for five 
different countries.

Overall, there are 27 
players in Sydney who 
competed this season in the 
WNBA, plus a few others 
like Lauren Jackson, who 
either played in the past 
or were drafted but haven’t 
competed in the league 
yet.

Before the U.S.-China 
game, Betnijah Laney and 
Han Xu exchanged a hug. 
The two Liberty players 
are on opposite teams a few 
weeks after their WNBA 
season ended with a playoff 
loss to Chicago in the 
opening round.

“That ’s  one  of  my 
favorite parts about the 
New York team, we are so 
international and we’ve got 
such great talent from all 
over the world,” Australian 
Sami Whitcomb said. “I 

LONDON, (Xinhua) -- 
England came from 2-0 
down to draw 3-3 with 
Germany in their UEFA 
Nations League at London’s 
Wembley  S tad ium on 
Monday.

England even had hopes 
of a dramatic comeback win 
as Harry Kane’s penalty put 
them 3-2 ahead in the 83rd 
minute, but goalkeeper Nick 
Pope’s mistake later cost the 
hosts the victory.

After a goalless first 
half, Germany made the 
breakthrough as Harry 
Maguire brought down 
Jamal Musiala to concede 
a penalty which Ilkay 
Gundogan converted, giving 
the visitors a 1-0 lead seven 
minutes after half-time.

German str iker Kai 
Havertz, who plays for 
P r emie r  League  s i de 
Chelsea, then curled in an 
impressive effort into the far 
corner in the 67th minute.

E n g l a n d  s h o w e d 
resilience and were sharp in 
counterattacks. Manchester 

Times Reporters

A brand new sports centre 
is under construction in 
t h e  G o l d e n  Tr i a n g l e 
Special Economic Zone in 
Tonpheung district, Bokeo 
province, after a stone-
laying ceremony was held 
on September 23.

The sports complex 
is a new addition to the 
recrea t ional  fac i l i t ies 
already in existence in the 
Zone, which can be used by 
visitors.

T h e  s t o n e - l a y i n g 
ceremony was attended 
by the Deputy Governor 
of Bokeo province, Mr 
Khamphaya Phompanya; 
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Golden 
Triangle Special Economic 
Zone, Mr Zhao Wei; and 

SPORT

Sports complex planned for Golden 
Triangle Special Economic Zone

The planned sports complex in Bokeo province.                   --Photo Socio-Economic News

senior officials from various 
organisations.

Construction will take 
place in two phases. The first 
phase will see facilities built 
on an area of 30 hectares, 
which will be divided into 
two sections measuring 
150,000 square metres and 
10,000 square metres.

T h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
complex will be able to 
host basketball, volleyball, 
t e n n i s  a n d  f o o t b a l l 
matches at the national 
and international levels 
and will have 3,000 to 
3,500 seats. 

It will also incorporate 
a shopping centre,  car 
parks and other amenities.  

The second phase of 
construction will build 
faci l i t ies  on a  90,000 
square metre site with 

2,000 to 2,500 seats. There 
will also be a swimming 
pool and spectator area 
measuring 10,000 square 
metres and having 3,000 to 
3,500 seats, while a hotel, 
shopping precinct  and 
apartments will be built on 
a 40,000 square metre site.

The complex will have 
green spaces and a small 
public park. It will provide 
ac t iv i t ies for children 
and there will be a water 
garden and other interesting 
features. 

It is envisaged that the 
complex will be a centre 
for entertainment while 
also facilitating business 
activities, including an 
exhibition space and a 
vehicle showroom, and will 
be a showcase for sports 
education.

New York Liberty, WNBA players 
populate World Cup rosters

think that represents our 
fan base as well. It’s really 
amazing to come here 
and still get to see your 
teammates.”

Laney and Sabr ina 
Ionescu are with the U.S. 
Han is playing for China. 
Bec Allen and Whitcomb 
are with Australia along with 
New York coach Sandy 
Brondello and her husband 
Olaf Lange, who lead the 
host nation. Draftee Sika 
Kone is on Mali and fellow 
draftee Marine Fauthoux 
plays for France.

“I t ’s  real ly  cool  to 
have teammates here and 
compete against each other. 
It’s a great experience for 
all of us,” Laney said. 
“It’s definitely something 
that’s pretty cool to have 
the diversity and to come 
together. It does extend to 
our fan base.”

Whitcomb said that 
the Liberty players talked 
about the potential of them 
all coming to Sydney for the 
World Cup.

“How fun it would be 
to have so many of us over 
here and we were all going 
to see each other,” she said. 

“We didn’t know how many 
people would make the 
teams, so it’s amazing.”

All the teams are staying 
in the same hotel near the 
arena. Whitcomb said the 
Liberty teammates have 
been getting coffee with 
each other in between 
games.

“It just goes to show 
we’re very international 
that’s for sure,” Brondello 
said. “To get two players on 
the USA team that’s always 
hard to break into but I’m 
proud of those two. They’ve 
worked so hard to get there 
and you know the Aussies 
go without saying but Han 
is doing a great job as well.”

There’d be an eighth 
Liber ty  p layer  in  the 
tournament, but Marine 
Johannes got hurt right 
before it began.

New York isn’t  the 
only WNBA team well 
represented in Sydney: 
Seattle has five active 
players as well as Jackson. 
The Storm’s coach, Noelle 
Quinn, is an assistant with 
Canada. The Chicago Sky 
and Las Vegas Aces have 
four players each.

United defender Luke Shaw 
pulled one back for the hosts 
in the 72nd minute and 
Chelsea midfielder Mason 
Mount stroke the ball home 
three minutes later.

England took the lead 
in the 83rd minute with 
Kane’s penalty after Nico 
Schlotterbeck had fouled 
Jude Bellingham.

But Havertz managed to 

score again four minutes 
later, tapping home after 
Pope had failed to hold 
onto a strike from Serge 
Gnabry.

England are already 
relegated from Nations 
League Group A3 after 
losing to Italy last Friday. 
The Three Lions have now 
finished their six group 
matches without a win.

England hold Germany in 
UEFA Nations League thriller

Harry Kane (front) of England scores a penalty during the 
League A Group 3 match against Germany at the 2022 UEFA 
Nations League in London, Britain on Monday.   

--Photo Xinhua
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Classified

The Vientiane Times 
welcomes

notices from members 
of the public for 

announcement on this 
page. Any events or 
functions open to the 

general public are suitable 
for publishing.

Contact: 020 5662 4561, 
or lpasanthong@gmail.com

B. Nongbouathong, 
Sikhottabong district, 

Vientiane Lao PDR 
Tel: 217 243, 

Moblie: 020 55516138

ໂຮງພິມ ມັນທາຕຸລາດ
Manthaturath Printing Press

What’s on

House for Rent
In Center of Vientiane 
Capital, Xiengngeun 
Village, Chanthabouly 
District, Vientiane
Nearly Taladsao Shopping 
Mall and Centre of many 
Bank, 4 Bad rooms, 3 Bath 
rooms and one Kitchen
More information call 
(+ 85620) 5560 8444 (Lao)
(+85620) 5471 7977 (Eng)

JDS Scholarship
JDS Scholarship 
Program 2022 
is now open for 
young capable 
government 
officials.
JDS is 2 year-
Master’ course 
provided in English 
in Japan.
When: The 
application deadline 
is on November 18, 
2022.

Where: For more details, please visit in website.
https://jds-scholarship.org/country/laos/index.html 
or Call & Whatsapp 020 55519802, 
020 57529955 email: jds.laos@jice.org

Light festival, Luang Prabang
Everyone 
is invited 
to 
celebrate 
Boun Ok 
Phansa 
and the 
Light 
Festival, 
one of 
the most 
beautiful 
festivals 

held in Luang Prabang, when temples and 
houses will be lit with lanterns for six nights. 
When: October 6-12
Where: Luang Prabang

Vegan festival 

Everyone is invited to this festival, which 
features many kinds of vegan and other 
foods, as well as stage performances and fun 
activities.
When: The festival runs until October 4.
Where: Vientiane Center 

Chevening Fellowship
 
The UK is offering a Chevening Fellowship 
for scholars for the academic year 2023-2024 
to research Shan manuscript textiles at the 
British Library in London. 
Where: Apply online and get more information 
at: https://www.chevening.org/fellowship/shan-
collections/  
When: Applications close on November 2.

International coffee day
Coffee shops, 
businesses 
and individuals 
are invited to 
participate 
in this event. 
Members of 
the public can 
visit booths 
displaying 
coffee products 
and enjoy fun 
activities.
When: September 29-Octorber 2 
Where: Vientiane Center
For more information call: 96391810, 
91699087, 78995188, or 98151708

Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity

Ministry of planning and Investment        Vientiane, Date: 8/9/2022 
Department of Planning 

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
(CONSULTENCY SERVICE)

Lao PDR South East Asia Disaster Risk Management Project (IDA 6120-LA)
Assessment Title: Monitoring Management System Design and Development

Lao PDR is exposed to high climate and disaster risks, which causes widespread damage to infrastructure 
and impacts livelihoods. Floods, storms, and droughts are the most prevalent hazards, which are expected 
to become more severe under the influence of climate change. To reduce disaster impacts, a comprehensive 
approach to disaster risk management is needed which is the basis of the design of the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic (PDR) Southeast Asia Disaster Risk Management (SEA DRM) Project with Additional 
Financing. The Government of Lao People’s Democratic Republic (GoL), with financing from the World 
Bank’s International Development Association (IDA), is implementing the Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
(PDR) Southeast Asia Disaster Risk Management (SEADRM) Project with Additional Financing. The Project 
seeks to reduce the impacts of flooding in target areas and enhance the GoL’s capacity to provide hydro-
meteorological services and disaster response. The Project adopts a comprehensive approach to DRM through 
activities related to urban flood risk management, hydromet modernization and early warning systems, and 
financial preparedness.

Component 4 of the Lao SEADRM Project on ‘Knowledge and Coordination’, implemented by the 
Department of Planning (DOP) of the Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI), supports overall project 
coordination and management and studies for mainstreaming disaster risk management (DRM) in planning 
and investment. To strengthen disaster preparedness and recovery, DoP-MPI developed a Value for Money 
(VfM) Strategy for Disaster Recovery and Reconstruction 2016-2020 for LaoPDR, which aims to improve 
management of investments in disaster recovery and reconstruction, looking at the criteria of relevance, 
effectiveness, efficiency, impact, and sustainability. The updating of a national VfM strategy for Post-Disaster 
Recovery and Reconstruction is on-going. 

However, limited information and communications technology (ICT) capacity and government resources, 
along with the lack of opportunities for sufficient hands-on training, have hindered the operationalization 
of the VfM Strategy. While initial steps have been taken by MPI, further support is required to coordinate 
integration of the VfM Strategy into the current DRM policy framework (including the Post-Disaster Needs 
Assessment [PDNA] procedures) and build the technical and ICT capacities of DOP-MPI, line ministries, and 
provincial departments to operationally-ready standards.

1. Objective of Consulting Assignment
The Client (DOP-MPI) is now recruiting a Consultant (firm) to develop the Monitoring and Management System 
(MMSytem), a spatial data sharing and decision support system to support DOP-MPI in operationalizing the 
VfM strategy. The MMSystem’s overall objective is to improve access to risk information for making better 
informed decisions in post-disaster recovery and reconstruction investments. The MMSystem is expected to:

• Provide a web platform with a modern and intuitive user-interface, accessible by relevant stakeholders, 
aiding in the disaster reconstruction decision making process;

• Enable data-informed decision-making by stakeholders during the disaster reconstruction process through 
in-field photographs and raw data collection;

• Enable access to geospatial data and imagery through an interactive application and standard web services 
/ APIs;

• Increase transparency of recovery funds allocation, disaster impacts, process workflows and reconstruction 
project progress;

• Integrate with existing GoL systems for up-to-date data collection and sharing.

The scope of the MMSystem is to improve data management and data access, and to enable more informed 
decision making and better monitoring of post-disaster reconstruction efforts. This will primarily involve one 
selected department within DoP-MPI as the custodian of the system and other stakeholders as data users. 
It is anticipated that as capacity for operating and using the system grows (within and across government), 
opportunities for building the level of sophistication and functionality of the system can be developed.

The following guiding principles shall be used for the design and development of the MMSystem:
• Focus on priority sectors: roads (under the Ministry of Public Works and Transportation [MPWT]), 

irrigation infrastructure (under the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry [MAF], and public buildings 
(such as schools and hospitals, under the Ministry of Education and Sports [MOES] and Ministry of 
Health [MOH]), which are the most affected by disasters.

• Enable easy data entry by line ministries and provincial-level counterparts who report post-disaster data, 
working with DOP-MPI to streamline the various submission formats and methods (paper/electronic) 
used

• Simplify access to the spatial information of DoP-MPI and respective line ministries involved in PDNA 
by providing an online open platform to all stakeholders involved in disaster risk management and 
reconstruction, except where restrictive data regulations, confidentiality and commercial data conditions 
apply.

• Maximize the use of existing information and communications technology (ICT) infrastructure where 
deemed suitable, combined with choices of cost-effective and scalable cloud-hosted solutions.

• Adopt internationally recognized web development best practices, open data/services standards, to enable 
interoperable applications, now and in the future.

• Offer a consistent, seamless, and inclusive view of all risk data layers available, and provide the ability to 
display geospatial data and their attributes for the purpose of visual analysis and decision making related 
to reconstruction projects.

• The system architecture should support the provision of services through a map portal, ensuring state of 
the art system security and 24/7 operation, and be resilient to system crashes and power/network outages.

• The system architecture must be sustainable in the longer term and able to be easily upgraded and extended 
to meet demands of future applications and technologies.

• Implement access control methods and make information available through any device, anywhere in the 
field and in the office, at any time.

• The MMSystem shall include a set of essential functions that must work in low bandwidth environments. 
Navigation to any area of the application should be intuitive. The user interface should be responsive and 
adapt automatically to screen size and bandwidth capability. 

The expected period of performance is 18 months from the start of the assignment

Expression of Interest must be delivered no later than 15:00 PM 28 September 2022 (Lao-Time) to the 
address below 
(In person, or by email, or by fax or by e-mail)

Department of Planning, Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI) 
Attn: Mr. Khounkham Vongkhamsao, Director of Division, 
Mrs. Pany vorachit, Deputy Director of Division. 
Souphanouvong Avenue, Sithan Village, Sikhottabong District, 
Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR 

Tel & Fax : ( +856-20) 216752 
Email: k.vongkhamsao@gmail.com; vorachithp@yahoo.com
Cc: poupae.dalouny@gmail.com
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In July 1969, the Speedmaster earned its nickname when it became the first watch 

worn on the moon, and in 1970, it went above all expectations when it helped 

guide the crew of the crippled Apollo 13 mission back to safety. Updated today 

as a Co-Axial Master Chronometer, the iconic Moonwatch is now tested and 

certified at the highest level by the Swiss Federal Institute of Metrology (METAS) - 

which guarantees more accuracy, reliability and supreme resistance to magnetism.

S P E E D M A S T E R  M O O N WAT C H

AVAILABLE AT:

OMEGA Boutique • Shop C • Lao Plaza Hotel • Vientiane • Tel: (856-21) 212 885
Taifa Time Traders • Vientiane Center • Vientiane • Tel: (856-30) 505 7294


