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Souksakhone Vaenkeo

The first passenger train 
to run on the Laos-China 
railway, which is scheduled 
to open on December 2, 
is expected to arrive in 
Vientiane on Friday.

The Prime Minister’s 
Office on Monday issued a 
notice that named the historic 
passenger train ‘Lane Xang’ 
– Laos’ former name when 
the country was known as 
the Lane Xang (million 
elephants) Kingdom.

Laos and China have 
agreed to inaugurate the 
railway, which links Vientiane 
with the Chinese border, on 
December 2 - the day when 
the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic celebrates its 46th 
anniversary.

The second passenger 
train that the Laos-China 
Railway Company plans to 
buy is named ‘Khaenlao’, 
after the khaen, which is a 
traditional pipe instrument 
whose music was inscribed 
as an Intangible Cultural 

MOSCOW (TASS) -- Russian 
President Vladimir Putin on 
Monday spoke over the phone 
with German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and French 
President Emmanuel Macron, 
the Kremlin press service 
reported.

“The sides discussed in 
detail the disturbing situation 
around the stalling of the 
process of the settlement of the 
Ukrainian conflict. The three 
leaders noted the importance 
of the implementation of the 
2015 Minsk agreements as the 
only settlement basis. They 
also stressed the importance 
of further coordination of 
Russia’s, Germany’s, and 
France’s efforts in the 
Normandy format,” the 
Kremlin said.

Apart from that, Putin 
made “high-principled 
assessment of Kiev’s policies 
of stubbornly dodging its 
obligations under the Minsk 
Accords and agreements 
of the previous Normandy-
format summits, including 
the one in Paris (December 
9, 2019),” it said.

The three leaders agreed 
to continue discussing a 
possibility of organising a 
Normandy Four (Russia, 
Germany, France, Ukraine) 
summit. “Foreign ministers 

Somsack Pongkhao
 
 The government has vowed 
to reduce the total public 
and publicly guaranteed 
debt stock to 64.5 percent 
of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) by the end of 2023.

This is a major goal as 
outlined in the National 
Agenda to address the 
country’s economic and 
financial difficulties.

The agenda is being 
implemented after it was 
approved in August at an 
extraordinary session of the 
National Assembly’s ninth 
legislature.

Part of this goal is to 
reduce external public debt 
to 55.4 percent of GDP, 
according to the National 
Assembly’s Resolution on 
the adoption of the national 
agenda.

In 2020, total public 
and publicly guaranteed 
debt stock stood at US$13.3 
billion, accounting for 72 
percent of GDP, according 
to the Ministry of Finance’s 
public debt bulletin.

External public debt 
stood at US$10.6 billion, 
representing 57.2 percent of 
GDP. Meanwhile, domestic 
public debt stood at US$912 
million, making up 4.9 
percent of GDP.

To reduce the nation’s 
debt as targeted in the national 
agenda, the government will 
put in place a number of 
measures as below:

1. Create clear budget 
expenditure including a 
plan to repay debts owed 
to private companies which 
undertook state investment 
projects. Define sources 
of revenue to repay debts 
and reduce external loans 

Heritage of Humanity by the 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO).

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
Phankham Viphavanh 
confirmed last week that the 

Laos-China Railway will 
open on December 2 despite 
the escalating Covid-19 
outbreak.

Authorities are drawing 
up plans for the opening 
and operation of the railway 

under conditions that comply 
with virus control measures, 
to ensure the safety of 
everyone concerned.

The plan will look at 
how tourism services can be 
offered along with measures 

to be introduced at the 
Laos-China border for the 
inspection of goods and 
passengers prior to entry 
and exit.

It is expected that the 

Historic passenger train named 
Lane Xang to arrive on Friday

The designed of the Lane Xang train.               --Photo Laos-China Railway Company

Govt 
pledges 
to reduce 
nation’s 
debt by 
2023

(of the four nations - TASS) 
will look at the possible 
organisation of a meeting 
in the Normandy format 
at their level. It was also 
agreed to continue to use 
corresponding channels 
to look at a possibility to 
organise a Normandy summit 
if it is expedient,” it said.

“Bearing in mind the 
difficult situation in the 
settlement of the conflict 
in southeastern Ukraine, 
the leaders asked their 
political advisers and foreign 
ministries to intensify contacts 
in the Normandy format,” 

the Kremlin said, adding that 
the leaders also discussed a 
number of other international 
issues, including counter-
terrorism efforts on the 
African continent.

Ukrainian President 
Vladimir Zelensky said earlier 
in the day that he had had a 
telephone conversation with 
Macron and Merkel to discuss 
issues of the Donbass conflict 
settlement and preparations 
for a Normandy Four summit.

P u t i n ’ s  p r e v i o u s 
conversation with Macron 
and Merkel took place in the 
videoconference format on 

Putin, Merkel, Macron stress importance 
of Normandy format

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, French President Emmanuel Macron and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, December 9, 2019.    --Photo Ludovic Marin

March 30. The Russian president 
then expressed concern over 
Kiev’s destabilising actions in 
Donbass.
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Phomphong Laoin

A man was shot and injured in 
Xiengda village, Xaysettha 
district, while riding his 
motorbike at 6.30pm on 
Monday,  al though the 
reason for the shooting is 
unknown

Vientiane Rescue 1624 
staff received a report on the 
incident and went to look 
for the casualty, who they 
found with a bullet wound 
in his chest.

They administered first 
aid and took the man to 
hospital. Police are now 
investigating the incident.

The  i l l ega l  on l i ne 
trade in firearms is partly 

Times Reporters
 
Khang Panya Lao, a digital 
teaching and learning 
platform, so far has over 
30,000 registered users, with 
one user possibly having 
2-3 children accessing the 
platform.

The platform has been 
tested for use in Laos since 
late April 2021 and the 
Ministry of Education and 
Sports recently officially 
launched Khang Panya Lao 
as the country’s first national 
digital teaching and learning 
platform.

Khang Panya Lao has 
been developed with the 
support of UNICEF and 
in collaboration with the 
European Union and the 
Global Partnership for 
Educat ion,  to  support 
children’s learning during 
the Covid pandemic.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Ministry of Education and 
Sports, Khang Panya Lao 
includes digitalised official 
curriculum textbooks for 
Grades 1-12 and pre-primary 
curriculum materials, as well 
as resources on Covid-19 
and online safety practices.

K h a n g  P a n y a  L a o 
contains  in ternat ional 
learning resources  on 
topics such as science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics, which are 
available in both Lao and 
English.

N e w  c o n t e n t  i s 
continuously being added, 
with the platform now 
having over 23 different 
learning categories and 
over 4,400 lessons, which 

Times Reporters

Weather forecasters have 
warned people living in 
valleys, at the bottom of 
hills and alongside rivers 
to be alert to the possibility 
of landslides, flooding and 
strong winds.
The warning has been 
issued by the Department of 
Meteorology and Hydrology 
ahead of the imminent 
arrival of Tropical Cyclone 
Kompasu, which is expected 
to pass over southern and 
central Laos in the coming 
days.
The department has advised 
provincial authorities to 
inform local residents of the 
approaching storm as soon as 
possible so they can prepare 
to move their valuables and 
animals to a safe place if 
necessary.
The storm is this year’s 18th 
tropical cyclone, which 
formed in the Pacific Ocean 
and is expected to cross the 

enables users to access 
content without an Internet 
connection.

R e g i o n a l  G e n e r a l 
Manager of Education for 
Microsoft Asia, Mr Larry 
Nelson, said the platform 
can help students and 
teachers work together 
online and offline whether 
on a PC, tablet or phone.

A d j u s t i n g  t o  t h i s 
t rans i t ion  despi te  the 
C o v i d - 1 9  p a n d e m i c 
i s  a  tes tament  to  the 
commitment, resilience 
and energy of teachers in 
Laos and wanting to meet 
the needs of their students 
whether in or out of school, 
he said.

The European Union 
Ambassador to Laos, Ms 
Ina Marčiulionytė, said 
“The EU, alongside our 
partners, is proud to support 
the Ministry of Education 
and Sports and its digital 
teaching and learning 
platform, Khang Panya 
Lao.” 

“Although the platform 
has been developed in 
part to facilitate distance 
l e a r n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e 
pandemic, we hope that 
it will also prove useful 
beyond ,  du r ing  o the r 
emergenc ie s ,  he lp ing 
students to continue their 
learning which is of vital 
importance,” she added.

Chief Executive Officer 
of the Global Partnership 
for Education, Ms Alice 
P. Albright, noted that 
children’s education has 
been d is rupted  on  an 
unprecedented scale by the 
pandemic and that Laos is 
no exception.

“The introduction of 
Khang Panya Lao marks 
an important milestone in 
safeguarding children’s 
educat ion dur ing th is 
challenging time. We are 
delighted that students and 
teachers, as well as parents 
and caregivers, now have 
access to this great tool full 
of resources,” she said.

Thousands of users access 
online education platform

A girl does a lesson at home using an online teaching 
platform.

responsible for the increase 
in the number of robberies 
and murders taking place in 
Vientiane, police say, while 
officers are cracking down 
on the trade, according to the 
Vientiane Public Security 
Headquarters.

The use of firearms is 
on the increase and more 
murders are being committed 
this way, according to 
the police. The illegal 
sale and purchase of guns 
has become widespread, 
especially through social 
media platforms such as 
Facebook. 

Over the past year, police 
have dealt with numerous 
shootings, including two 

that occurred in September.
In the first incident, a 

26-year-old man died in 
his car after being shot 
in Nongnieng vi l lage, 
Xaysettha district. Police 
believe the man was killed 
because of a dispute with 
his drug-dealing associates.

The man’s bag contained 
a bombie, two guns and 28 
bullets, a bag of amphetamine 
tablets, a packet of powder 
assumed to be a drug, and 
other illegal items.

A few days later, another 
man was shot and injured 
in Sibounheuang village, 
Chanthabouly district, while 
riding his motorbike.

The 45-year-old Chinese 

South China Sea on October 
12 and 13.
The typhoon will pass 
through Vietnam’s central 
coastal areas on October 14 to 
15, then weaken to a cyclone 
and move across central 
Laos, causing moderate to 
heavy rain in southern and 
central areas.
Many parts of central and 
southern Laos have already 
suffered from floods after 
days of heavy rain unleashed 
by a tropical depression, with 
Saravan province being the 
hardest hit.
Champassak,  Saravan, 
Xekong, Savannakhet, 
Khammuan and Attapeu 
provinces have all suffered 
varying degrees of flooding, 
and thousands of people 
have seen their crops and 
property damaged, while 
also losing animals.
In 2018 and 2019, agriculture 
was particularly affected by 
floods in the south of the 
country and a prolonged 

dry season in the north. 
Thousands of hectares of 
crops died as a result of these 
weather extremes. 
Environmental experts say 
climate change is expected 
to bring increasingly severe 
drought and flood conditions 
to Laos, with crop yields 
possibly falling 10 percent 
by this year and 30 percent 
by 2050.
This could further affect 
food security improvement 
m e a s u r e s  w h i c h  t h e 
government is continuing 
to work on with its agencies 
a n d  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t 
organisations.
While Laos’ commitment to 
Sustainable Development 
Goal 2 aims to achieve Zero 
Hunger by 2030, the nation 
still has a significant level of 
malnutrition, as measured by 
the Global Hunger Index. 
Around one-fifth of the 
population consumes less 
than the minimum dietary 
energy requirements.

A storm lashes Vientiane.

Weather bureau warns 
of approaching cyclone

Man injured in Xaysettha shooting

Emergency service staff take a shooting victim to hospital. --Photo Vientiane Rescue 1624

national was returning 
from the ICBC bank and 
riding past the State Audit 

Organisation. 
After being called to the 

scene, Vientiane Rescue 

1624 personnel found the 
man had three bullet wounds 
in his back.
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Times Reporters

A university lecturer has 
raised the profile of Laos in 
the field of medicine after 
winning an international 
award.

Professor Dr Mayfong 
Mayxay,  who is  Vice 
President of the University 
of Health Sciences, is one of 
12 people in Asia to receive 
an Asia Innovation Award 
under the Hitachi Global 
Foundation Asia Innovation 
Award 2020.

“As a researcher and 
lecturer in the field of 
medicine, I am very pleased, 
honoured and humbled to 
be given this prestigious 
innovation research award. 
This achievement is not 
only mine but also of the 
whole research team of 
the Lao-Oxford-Mahosot 
Hospital-Wellcome Trust 
Research Unit or LOMWRU 
a t  M a h o s o t  H o s p i t a l 
and the Mahidol-Oxford 
Research Unit or MORU in 
Bangkok,” Prof Mayfong 
told Vientiane Times this 
week after receiving the 
award.

“The award not only 
encourages me to carry out 
further research to benefit 
the health of the Lao people 
but will hopefully inspire 
young people in Laos 
to become interested in 
research work.”

The research paper 
s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e 
Foundation by Professor 
Mayfong was titled ‘Mass 
drug administration with 

railway will cut the cost of 
transport through Laos by 
30-40 percent compared 
to travel by road, thus 
giving a boost to trade and 
investment.

Construction of the 
US$5.986 billion (37.4 
billion yuan) railway began 

in December 2016. 
The 422.4-km railway 

runs from Vientiane to the 
Chinese border through 
the provinces of Vientiane, 
Luang Prabang, Oudomxay 
and Luang Namtha, passing 
through 75 tunnels with 
a  combined length of 

Passenger train named... FROM PAGE 1 

to repay debts. Formulate 
a plan for state investment 
projects that reflects the 
reality of the national budget. 
Competitive bidding is 
essential for state investment 
projects while austerity will 
be encouraged. Reduce 
spending on administrative 
affairs.

 2. Address financial 
leaks and boost revenue 
earned from mineral exports, 
land and land concessions, 
and online trade.

3. Invest in priority 
projects that guarantee high 
economic returns and create 
favourable conditions for 
private investment.

4 .  F o c u s  o n  t h e 
management of foreign 
currencies, exchange rates, 
foreign currency income, 

Times Reporters

The National Taskforce for 
Covid-19 Prevention and 
Control on Tuesday confirmed 
549 new cases across the 
country, after 5,242 samples 
were tested on Monday.

Meanwhile, three more 
people have died from the 
virus, taking the total number 
of Covid-related deaths to 33.

One of the casualties was 
a 30-year-old woman from 
Bor-O village in Hadxaifong 
district, Vientiane. She was 
eight months pregnant and 
had not been vaccinated. 
She had previously been 
diagnosed with diabetes and 
high blood pressure. She went 
to hospital on October 8 after 
she developed a cough. On 
October 10 doctors performed 
a Caesarean section but the 
baby did not survive and the 
mother died the following 
day.

The second case was 
a 50-year-old man from 
Nongkhied v i l lage  in 
Pakngum district, Vientiane. 
He had received one Covid 
vaccination but suffered from 
high blood pressure, diabetes, 
anaemia, and a stomach ulcer. 
He developed a fever, cough 
and muscle pain on September 
22 and was tested for Covid 
on September 26. He was 
admitted to the Friendship 
Hospital the following day 
after developing breathing 
difficulties but died on 
Monday.

The third person to die 

Times Reporters

Asean on Tuesday welcomed 
Mr Ekkaphab Phanthavong 
as the new Deputy Secretary-
General (DSG) of Asean for 
the Asean Socio-Cultural 
C o m m u n i t y  ( A S C C ) , 
according to the Asean 
website.

As stated in the Asean 
Charter, DSG Phanthavong 
supports the Secretary-
General of Asean in the 
implementation of the ASCC 
Blueprint 2025 and will lead 
the ASCC Department of the 
Asean Secretariat. 

He will oversee the 
implementation of projects 
under the Asean Socio-
Cultural Community that 
focus on forging a common 

and  fo re ign  cur rency 
transactions through the 
banking system.

 5 .  Acce le ra t e  the 
reform of loss-making 
s t a t e  e n t e r p r i s e s  b y 
restructuring management 
and strengthening capacity-
building of staff to enable 
these enterprises to make a 
profit in the future.

 6. Inspect and review 
l and  concess ions  fo r 
agricultural production, 
animal husbandry and 
mining.

7. Seek ways to reduce 
electricity imports to reduce 
foreign currency expenditure. 
Concentrate on high-quality 
hydropower projects, solar 
power and wind, in parallel 
with the expansion of the 
national grid to ensure 

was a 77-year-old man from 
Khonvat village in Longsan 
d is t r ic t ,  Xaysomboun 
province. He had come into 
contact with the family of 
another person with Covid. On 
September 22 he developed a 
fever, cough, sore throat and 
muscle pain. A sample taken 
from him on September 27 
tested positive for Covid. He 
went to see a doctor at a a 
temporary treatment centre 
at Longsan Secondary School 
on September 30 but died on 
October 11.

Addressing a press 
briefing on Tuesday, Deputy 
Minister of Health Dr Sanong 
Thongsana reported that of 
the 549 new cases, 540 were 
locally transmitted and nine 
were imported.

The new infections raise 
the total number to 29,398.

Meanwhile, 7,258 people 
are currently in hospital for 
observation or treatment. 

identity and building a caring 
and sharing society.

Mr Phanthavong, a Lao 
national, will serve a three-
year term from 2021 to 2024. 
He succeeds DSG Kung 
Phoak from Cambodia, who 
held the position from 2018-
2021.

With over 15 years of 
experience, Mr Phanthavong 
has  se rved  numerous 
appointments at the Lao 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Prior to assuming the position, 
he was the Ambassador/
Permanent Representative of 
Laos to Asean from 2018 to 
2021, based in Jakarta. 

Previously, he served as 
Deputy Director-General of 
the Asean Department (Socio-
Cultural Community Affairs) 

energy security. 
8. Conduct pilot projects 

on the excavation of metals 
while ensuring reduced 
impacts on the environment 
and people’s livelihoods.

9.  Push for  greater 
commercial production to 
reduce imports and boost 
exports along economic 
corridors.

 10. Promote small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) 
and ensure they have access 
to low-interest loans and 
markets, creating a stronger 
supply chain in Laos.

1 1 .  R e d u c e 
unemployment  among 
university graduates and 
migrant workers returning 
from Thailand by focusing 
on skill development to suit 
the needs of the job market.  

On Tuesday, 248 people 
were discharged from 
hospitals and will self-isolate 
at home for the next 14 days. 

Amongst the new cases, 
Vientiane reported the highest 
number with 387, followed 
by Luang Prabang province 
with 52, Savannakhet 22, 
Vientiane province 18, 
Bokeo 17, Champassak 15, 
Xaysomboun 10, Bokeo 10, 
Khammuan 7, and Saravan 2.

Meanwhile, authorities 
are closely monitoring border 
areas across the country to 
prevent people entering Laos 
illegally.

On October 11, a total of 
1,336 people entered Laos at 
official border crossings.

There are currently 99 
quarantine centres and 55 
government-designated 
hotels housing 5,959 people 
undergoing the mandatory 
14-day quarantine period after 
entering Laos.

 

at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Laos.

Under the Asean Charter, 
the Secretary-General of 
Asean is assisted by four 
Deputy Secretaries-General, 
of different nationalities from 
the Secretary-General, who 
come from four different 
Asean Member States. 

Two Deputy Secretaries-
General are nominated 
by Member States on a 
rotational basis for a non-
renewable term of three 
years while two others are 
openly recruited based on 
merit for a three-year term 
which may be renewed for 
another three years. 

Mr Phanthavong is one 
of the two nominated Deputy 
Secretaries-General.

Govt pledges to... FROM PAGE 1

malaria medicines called 
D i h y d r o a r t e m i s i n i n -
piperaquine + primaquine as 
a tool for malaria elimination 
in Laos’.

Professor Mayfong says 
malaria is a very old but life-
threatening communicable 
disease, which is a disease 
of poverty and causes 
poverty. It infects more 
than 200 million people 
and claims at least 400,000 
lives each year worldwide. 
Eliminating malaria saves 
lives and unlocks human 
potential.  Investing in 
malaria prevention and 
elimination means investing 
in healthier  and more 
prosperous societies. 

“Our research work 
potentially contributes to 
achieving the Sustainable 
Development  Goals  – 
including ending poverty 
and hunger, improving 
health and well-being, and 
ensuring quality education. 
By applying and piloting 
our research findings, we 

are confident that we will 
be able to eliminate malaria 
from Laos, from the Asean 
region and elsewhere by 
2030, and that all of us will 
be living in a malaria-free 
world one day in the future,” 
he said.

The Asia Innovation 
Award scheme was launched 
in 2020 to promote science, 
technology and innovation 
that contributes to resolving 
social issues and realising 
a sustainable society in the 
Asean region.

In addition to being Vice 
President of the University 
of Health Sciences (UHS), 
Professor Mayfong holds 
other important academic 
positions.

He is Chairman of the 
Research Promotion and 
Management Committee 
at UHS; President of the 
Lao Infectious Disease 
Society (LIDS); Vice-
Chai rman of  the  Lao 
One Health University 
Network  (LAOHUN); 
Vice-President of the Lao 
National Immunisation 
Technical Advisory Group 
(NITAG); Vice-Chairman 
of the Lao National Ethics 
Committee for  Health 
Research (NECHR); Head 
of Field Research, Lao-
Oxford-Mahosot Hospital-
Wellcome Trust Research 
U n i t  ( L O M W R U )  a t 
Mahosot Hospital; and the 
Editor-in-Chief of the Lao 
Medical Journal. 

Professor Mayfong is also 
a member of the National 
Assembly’s 9th legislature. 

Lao professor wins Asia 
Innovation Award

Professor Dr Mayfong 
Mayxay.

197.83km.
There are 10 passenger 

s ta t ions  in  Vient iane, 
Phonhong, Vangvieng, Kasy, 
Luang Prabang, Nga, Xay, 
Namor, Nateuy and Boten.  
There are also 22 stations for 
the loading and unloading of 
freight.

Taskforce announces 549 new 
Covid cases, three more deaths

Mr Ekkaphab Phanthavong (right) on Tuesday attends a ceremony to welcome him as the 
new Deputy Secretary-General of Asean.

New Deputy Sec-Gen for Asean Socio-
Cultural Community assumes office
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Luang Namtha officials 
help boost economy

Translated by Meuangkham Noradeth

Luang Namtha provincial officials are helping support the socio-economic development 
of Nalae district to improve the living standards of local villagers.

Recently, the Deputy Governor of Luang Namtha province, Mr Onchan Khamphavong, 
visited the area and backed the socio-economic development drive in Nalae district.

He stressed that the district officials must focus on commercial production and attract 
investments from the private sector.

The Deputy Governor of Nalae district, Mr Khampoy Keobouapha, said that during 
the past nine months of the year the economy of the district has expanded at 6.29 percent 
and the Gross Domestic Product has reached 364 billion kip.

He said the average annual per capita income for one person is 13 million kip, 
indicating that villagers are enjoying better living conditions.

During the past nine months, the government has invested in three projects, 
international organisations have invested in three projects, and the private sector has 
invested in one project in Nalae district worth 634 million kip, Mr Khampoy explained.

--pathedlao, October 8

Agricultural production, animal 
husbandry main job in Pha-oudom

Agricultural production and animal husbandry are the main avenues of earning a living 
in remote villages of Pha-oudom district, Bokeo province.

Recently the Deputy Governor of Pha-oudom district, Mr Kang Manyvang, visited 
the area and advised the locals to engage in agricultural production and animal husbandry 
as this will help them improve their living conditions.

Mr Kang said that officials and technicians will impart techniques to grow crops to 
ensure a quality and quantity yield. Mr Kang explained that if villagers can produce 
enough crops and animals for sale it will help them earn well and step out of poverty.

Besides, if several families can produce enough for sale it will help them become 
model families and other families can learn from them. This will ensure enough food 
for consumption and the surplus for sale, he said.

The head of the livestock and fishery unit of Pha-oudom district, Mr Bounyee 
Chanthaboud, said that there are many model families in agricultural production and 
animal husbandry and they are earning between 24 million kip and 275 million kip per 
year.

He said Mr Jaymuan’s is a model family in Pha-oudom village that breeds fish for 
sale and his family produces 11,000 kg fish per year and earns 275 million kip per year.

--Bokeo Newspaper, October 11

Police warns teenagers 
not to modify bikes

Police in Luang Namtha province has warned a group of teenagers not to modify their 
motorcycles which is illegal, unsafe, and a social menace.

The province often encounters groups of teenagers racing their modified bikes on 
the roads, which disturbs the peace and results in road mishaps. Police seized the bikes 
of some of these teenagers and brought them to the police station to make them aware 
of the traffic rules.

A senior police officer in Luang Namtha province, Lieutenant Colonel Lindavong 
Chitedthavyloun, informed that police had set up points to check vehicles and caught 
teenagers aged 13 to 18 years driving modified motorcycles.

Lieutenant Colonel Lindavong said teenagers modify the exhaust of the vehicles 
which leads to noise pollution. They also change tyres and avoid using number plates 
or rearview mirrors.

He said teenagers were forced to replace the modified parts with the original parts, 
and their parents informed about their misadventures.

Lieutenant Colonel Lindavong said that modified motorcycles are risky to ride and 
they often result in road mishaps.

--lsecuritynews.com, October 9

Head of Khammuan province’s Taskforce for Covid-19 Prevention and Control, Mr 
Bounmy Phimmasone (third left), and medical officials from Vietnam on Monday 
discuss virus control. Khammuan province has previously received cash and medical 
supplies from provinces in Vietnam and the COECCO company.          --Photo Pathetlao

 To mark National Disaster Management Day on October 13, the Disaster Management 
Committee in Vientiane is calling on everyone in the country to be better prepared to 
cope with weather extremes and do what they can to mitigate the situation and stay safe. 

--Photo Pathetlao

President of Borikhamxay province’s Women’s Union, Mrs Khampiew Sisombath 
(centre), and her staff deliver clothing worth 22 million kip to the Covid taskforces in 
each district. The clothes will be given to women and children, workers returning from 
neighbouring countries and people staying at quarantine centres in three districts.  The 
clothes have been provided by UNFPA and Plan International.       --Photo Pathetlao

Head of Political Division 2, Brigadier General Keovieng Sisoulath, and other senior officials 
from the division on Tuesday lay a wreath and flowers at the Unknown Soldier Monument 
to mark the division’s 40th anniversary (12/10/1981-12/10/2021).            --Photo Pathetlao
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World
World news in brief  

IATF eases protocols 
for travelers from 
‘green,’ ‘yellow’ states
MANILA (Philippine Daily 
Inquirer/ANN) -- The Inter-
Agency Task Force on the 
Management of Emerging 
Infections Diseases (IATF) 
has approved the retroactive 
application of the revised 
quarantine and testing 
protocols for Filipinos and 
foreigners from countries 
and territories under the 
“green” and “yellow” lists 
that took effect on October 
8. At his press briefing 
on Monday, presidential 
spokesperson Harry Roque 
said the IATF approved the 
application of the revised 
protocols to international 
passengers arriving in 
all ports of entry prior to 
October 8. The revised 
protocols provided a shorter 
quarantine period for 
vaccinated passengers. They 
are only required to undergo 
facility-based quarantine 
upon arrival and take the 
RT-PCR test on the fifth day. 
If they test negative they 
may already leave but must 
undergo home quarantine 
until the 10th day.

Malaysians looking 
forward to reunions 
after 9 months of 
Covid-19 travel curbs
KUALA LUMPUR 
(The Straits Times) -- 
Malaysians are looking 
forward to visiting their 
relatives in other states after 
travel across the nation 
was allowed again from 
Monday (October 11), after 
being banned for about 
nine months. Still wary of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
which is still logging 
thousands of infections 
and about 100 deaths daily, 
those whom The Straits 
Times spoke to are taking 
extra precautions beyond 
mandated regulations. Many 
like lawyer Lim Minyi, 34, 
are planning long overdue 
trips to their home towns 
this month, having missed 
traditional returns during 
festivals after interstate 
travel was banned on 
January 13. “We will stay 
for about a week. Thereafter, 
my hubby plans to have 
staycations where we will 
just stay in the hotel and 
order food in,” said Ms Lim, 
who lives in Selangor but is 
originally from Johor.

TOKYO (Kyodo) -- Japan’s 
new Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida said Monday he will 
prioritise achieving economic 
growth to make good on 
his pledge to redistribute 
wealth, while facing his first 
parliamentary questions 
from opposition parties since 
taking office last week.

Ahead of a House of 
Representatives election at 
the end of October, Kishida 
underscored he will not 
immediately seek to raise 
the tax rate on capital gains 
and dividends. He toned 
downed his earlier remarks 
that changing the flat rate 
of 20 percent would be an 
option, which led to sharp 
falls in Tokyo stocks.

“Unless there is growth 
there is nothing to distribute. 
It is important to seek growth 
first, and I will do my utmost 
to realise it,” Kishida said 
in response to questions by 
Yukio Edano, head of the main 
opposition Constitutional 
Democratic Party of Japan, 
in the lower house.

Kishida vowed in his 
policy speech on Friday 
to realise a virtuous cycle 
of economic growth and 
redistribution of its success. 
Party representatives have 
until Wednesday to ask 
Kishida in parliament about 
his policy speech.

The envisioned raising 
of the tax is a major pillar of 
Kishida’s policy to redistribute 
wealth and address income 
disparities. In an attempt to 
bolster the middle class, he 
has suggested steering away 
from “neoliberal” economic 
policies.

The tax’s current flat rate 
of 20 percent is seen by critics 
as too low and benefiting 
wealthy people.

After his position on the 
capital gains tax apparently 
hurt investor sentiment, 
Kishida made clear in a 
television programme also 
on Sunday that he is not 
considering changing it for 
the time being.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s 
response to the coronavirus 
was another main topic on 
the first day of questioning as 
Kishida has promised to show 
a big picture of how it intends 
to cope with another possible 
surge in infections.

Edano criticised the 
government’s COVID-19 
response, ascribing the slew 
of deaths of patients forced 
to recuperate at home due to 
a shortage of hospital beds in 
the fifth wave of infections 
this summer to “the failure of 
the government of the Liberal 
Democratic Party,” now led 
by Kishida.

In response, Kishida said 
he will soon present an outline 
of his coronavirus response, 
which reflects on the shortage 
of hospital beds this summer. 
He also admitted there is 
room for improvement in 
border controls, and vowed to 
strengthen the country’s virus 
testing system.

Kishida added he will 
swiftly decide on economic 
stimulus measures to help 
businesses and people 
affected by the pandemic.

Kishida is set to dissolve 
the powerful lower house 
on Thursday for a general 
election on October 31, 
with the number of daily 
confirmed coronavirus cases 
clearly trending downward 
across Japan.

A s k e d  b y  E d a n o 
about his assessment of 
“Abenomics,” an economy-
boos t ing  p rog ramme, 
Kishida said, “It has helped 
get the country out of 
the economic peril under 
the Democratic Party of 
Japan-led government and 
increased jobs. It played 
a big role in growing the 
economy.” Edano was a 
member of the DPJ at the 
time.

A b e n o m i c s ,  w h i c h 
includes bold monetary 
easing by the Bank of 
Japan and fiscal stimulus, 
was launched by former 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
who returned to power 
in 2012 after the DPJ-
led government and was 
inherited by Yoshihide Suga, 
Kishida’s predecessor.

O n  e n e rg y  p o l i c y, 
Kishida said the government 
will restart nuclear power 
plants that meet safety 
standards by gaining local 
consent as Japan has set 
a goal of attaining carbon 
neutrality by 2050.

Japan PM Kishida to seek 
economic growth before 

redistributing wealth

Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida and Seiko 

Noda, the minister in 
charge of gender equality 

and children’s policies. 
--Photo Kyodo

NEW DELHI (Asia News 
Network) --  With the 
Covid-19 situation in India 
improving rapidly, there 
is wide expectation that it 
would soon resume export of 
vaccines.

“I would not be surprised 
if we hear something positive 
very soon,” said Pratyaya 
Amrit, the Additional Chief 
Secretary at the Health 
Department of India’s Bihar 
state, on the possible lifting 
of the ban on export of 
vaccines to Covax countries.

C o v a x  i s  a  W H O 
initiative aimed at securing 
equitable access to Covid-19 
vaccines. Its stocks were 
seriously depleted after India, 
the world’s largest producer of 
vaccines, suspended exports 
when the pandemic situation 
aggravated a few months ago. 
Countries such as Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, Nepal and many 
African countries are waiting 
for resumption of vaccine 
exports from India.

Both Amrit  and Dr 
Roderico H. Ofrin, WHO 
Representative to India, 
declined to predict when 
the ban would be lifted. 
They were speaking at a 
webinar on “India’s Vaccines 
and Vaccination: Mission 
Possible” .  The event , 
organised by Asia News 

Network, was co-hosted by 
The Statesman, a founding 
member of the network, and 
DataLeads.

“ Ind i a  be l i eves  i n 
universal brotherhood. 
Considering the progress 
at the moment and the way 
we are moving very close 
to our target, I would not 
be surprised if we hear 
something positive about 
this very soon,” Amrit said.

Ofrin stressed that it isn’t 
just the capacity but India’s 
capability in the ecosystem 
that makes the country 
unique. 

There is coordination 
between the department 
of science and technology 
(biotech) and the ministry 
of health and family welfare. 
India is the pharmacy of the 
world, and 70 percent of all 
vaccines for various diseases 
are produced there. 

“Technical experts are 
actively involved, with the 
National Advisory Group 
for Immunisation regularly 
advising and a national experts 
group for vaccination setting 
out policies for national and 
state level rollout,” said the 
WHO Representative.

He underscored the 
motto that “No one is safe 
until everyone is safe”. 
He said Covax is working 

on technology sharing for 
developing countries to 
manage their own vaccine 
manufacturing through 
intellectual property rights.  

Ofrin suggested two 
other priorities which poor 
countries with few health 
resources should adhere to in 
order to fight the pandemic.

The first is to engage 
people, communities, and to 
communicate well with them.

“No amount of vaccines 
will be able to cut transmission 
if no one wants to wear masks 
or wash hands,” he warned.

The second is to look 
for information, as it is an 
individual’s responsibility to 
screen information whether 
from social media, groups of 
friends and so on. 

He said everyone is 
looking to India because of 
its success in vaccination and 
to “prepare India is to prepare 
the world”.

“ P u b l i c  h e a l t h  i s 
dependent on the public 
health system, of being able 
to vaccinate quickly. It’s an 
investment against future 
disease outbreaks to have 
a resilient, better-prepared 
system, from development 
of vaccines, R&D and rural 
monitoring, that can face the 
next disease outbreak,” he 
said.

India may soon lift ban on export of 
vaccines under Covax arrangement
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESS OF INTEREST (INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT)
LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
MSME Access to Finance for Emergency Support and Recovery Project 

(MSME A2F-ESR), Project no. P174169
Part-Time National Consultant

 To Assist in the Design and Establishment of a Partial Credit Guarantee Facility 
(PCGF) and developing the Legislation, Regulations, Guidelines and to train the 

relevant staff of the BOL to Supervise the Partial Credit Guarantee Facility (PCGF)
REF:  LA-DOSMEP-2.3-CS-INDV 

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MOIC) of Lao PDR received financing support from 
the World Bank Group’s International Development Association (IDA) to implement MSME 
A2F-ESR Project (FY2021-2025), which will provide long-term funding sources for Financial 
Sector, specifically Participating Financial Institutions (PFIs) to provide long-term credit to 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) to overcome the impact of the COVID 19 
Pandemic. Department of SME Promotion (DOSMEP), Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
will be the Executing Agency (EA) for MSME A2F ESR Project. A project management 
team formed was under DOSMEP to provide overall project supervision, coordination and 
monitoring. The project has included three components: (i) Emergency and Recovery Line of 
Credit to MSMEs; (ii) Strengthening BOL Capacity to Supervise PCG Facility; (iii) Technical 
Assistance and Project Management. 

As part of Component 2 under the MSME A2F-ESR Project, DOSMEP is seeking an experienced 
Part-Time National Consultant to support two international consultants (to be selected under separate 
TORs) to provide technical assistance to DOSMEP and BOL with a view to:

•	 Assist an International Consultant to assist in the design and establishment 
of a Partial Credit Guarantee Facility (PCGF), based upon the Feasibility 
Study for the Establishment of a PCGF which was completed on December 
26, 2020. 

•	 Assist an International Consultant to assist BOL in developing the Legislation, 
Regulations, Guidelines and to train the relevant staff of the BOL to Supervise 
the Partial Credit Guarantee Facility (PCGF).

This will be Part-time intermittent assignment with approximately input about 120 working 
days over a period of 24 months. Number of input and duration of contract may be extended 
subject to project requirements. Full TOR can be accessed at the DOSMEP’s website: http://
dosmep.org/vacancies/
 
In order to qualify for this position, the candidate shall meet the following 
experience and competence requirements:

•	 Minimum under-graduate degree in management, economics, finance, 
banking or a relevant discipline.

•	 At least 5 years of experience in financial sector, preferably with commercial banks
•	 In-depth understanding of the financial/banking sector.
•	 Knowledge of PCGFs will be an advantage.
•	 Working experience with MSMEs will be an advantage.
•	 Experience in designing, managing and implementing complex assignments 

will be an advantage
•	 Excellent (English) verbal and written communication skills.
•	 Advanced experience of Microsoft Excel/Word/Power Point or similar 

programs.
•	 Excellent work planning, organization sense, reporting, interpersonal and 

team working skills in differing cultural context.

The Consultant will be selected in accordance with the “World Bank Procurement Regulations 
for IPF Borrowers”, July 2016, revised November 2017 and August 2018, under Individual 
Consultants (IC) selection method. The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to Section 
III, paragraph 3.14, 3.16 and 3.17 of the said Regulations, setting forth the World Bank’s 
policy on conflict of interest.  

The MSME A2F-ESR now invites interested applicants to submit the express of interest and 
provide information indicating that you are qualified to perform the services (curriculum 
vitae with expressions of interest and references). Interested Applicants may obtain further 
information at the address below. Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address 
below or no later than October 25, 2021, 16:00 o’clock (submissions via email are also 
acceptable). Only Short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Department of SME Promotion, Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
Attn: Mr. Bountheung Douangsavanh, Director General
Contact number: +856 21 414064; Email: bountheung.d@laomoic.org    
Cc: amphaphonet@yahoo.com; psengkeo99@gmail.com; sith.itc@hotmail.com; 
sheena.cbb@outlook.com 
Nongbone Rd, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR, P.O. Box 474 

How to get daily news from our service:

 For Lao Telecom (LTC) users:
 Type R in SMS, send to 1135 to register.
 For Enterprise Telecom Lao (ETL) users:
 Type ON in SMS, send to 2246 to re gister.
 Service fees are 500 kip/day.
 Charged from your mobile account day to day. 
We provide 6 news clips per day including 
exchange rates and world news. 6 days a week; 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Sunday.

SMS news service on mobile phone  
by Vientiane Times



Vientiane Times 7

Business 
Read more news at www.vientianetimes.org.la Wednesday October 13, 2021

October 12, 2021

10.092 10.129

0,4987 0,5087

346,01

11.362

348,60

11.449

1.542 1.573

Times Reporters 

Motorists in Vientiane are 
struggling to find premium 
grade and regular fuel 
for their vehicles after 
some petrol stations ran 
out of supplies when the 
government announced an 
increase in prices of all types 
of fuel.

Since the Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce 
issued a notification for 
the new prices last Friday, 
many Motorists have faced 
difficulties in finding fuel at 
petrol stations. 

Some of them have gone 
to many stations to buy fuel, 
especially motorcyclists who 
need premium grade and 
regular petrol.

Some motorists said the 
recent change in retail prices 
may have resulted in panic 
buying and thus led to fuel 
pumps in the suburbs of 
Vientiane running out of 
supplies.

“I went to a number of 
petrol stations to fill the tank 
of my motorcycle but it was 

CAMBODIA (The Phnom 
Penh Post/ANN) -- Bilateral 
trade between Cambodia 
and the US in the first eight 
months of 2021 totalled 
US$5.4994 billion, surging 
by 28.47 percent versus 
US$4.2805 billion in the 
same period of last year, 
according to the US Census 
Bureau (USCB).

Cambodia-US trade has 
avoided dipping into negative 
territory, even as SARS-
CoV-2, the coronavirus that 
causes Covid-19, continues 
its global path, disrupting 

a fair share of production 
chains.

In  January-August , 
Cambodian exports to the 
US amounted to US$5.2206 
billion, a 27.88 percent year-
on-year uptick, and imports 
were worth US$278.8 
million, climbing by 40.59 
percent, the USCB reported. 
The Kingdom’s trade surplus 
with the US widened by 
27.2 percent from US$3.884 
billion to US$4.942 billion.

In August alone, the 
Kingdom’s exports to the 
US were valued at US$922.1 
million, up by 33 percent year-
on-year from over US$692.5 
million, and imports clocked 

Motorists at a petrol station in Vientiane.

Motorists grapple with fuel 
shortage in Vientiane 

difficult to find one that had 
fuel. Finally, I got my tank 
filled at a station located 
close to my community,” a 
motorcycle owner said.

Fuel shortages were also 
reported in some developed 
countries in Europe, where 
motorists recently had to 
join long queues for many 
hours to fill their tanks. 
However, some motorists 
were disappointed when the 
stations run out of fuel.

A petrol station attendant 
in Vientiane told Vientiane 
Times on Monday that one of 
the problems that resulted in 
a shortage of fuel is that fuel 
trucks from neighbouring 
Thailand brought in supplies 
only twice a month.

“Our station has nearly 
run out of fuel since the 
end of September, and after 
the domestic retail prices 
increased, people rushed to 
fill their tanks. The petrol 
station ran out of some types 
of fuel,” he said. 

The Covid-19 preventive 
measures are another problem 
affecting the transportation of 

fuel, especially since a strict 
lockdown was implemented 
over the past two weeks.

The Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce issued a 
notification to announce the 
restructuring of retail prices 
at petrol stations across the 
country since last Friday.

The price of premium 
grade fuel went up by 560 
kip per litre, while the price 
of regular fuel increased by 
530 kip per litre and the cost 
of diesel increased by 570 kip 
per litre.

This mean that motorists 
are now paying 13,170 kip 
per litre for premium grade 
fuel, 11,370 kip per litre for 
regular petrol and 9,920 kip 
per litre for diesel.

Till recently, motorists 
in Vientiane paid 12,610 kip 
for a litre of premium grade 
petrol, while regular grade 
was priced at 10,840 kip per 
litre, and diesel at 9,350 kip 
per litre.

If compared to previous 
changes in fuel prices, the 
latest increase is the highest 
for 2021.

Bilateral trade with  
US soars 28.5 percent in 

first eight months
in at US$43.0 million, up by 
over 52 percent from US$28.2 
million in August 2020.

Hong Vanak, director of 
Ianternational Economics 
at the Royal Academy of 
Cambodia, told The Post on 
October 9 that the positive 
trade performance between 
the two countries was due to 
a number of key ingredients, 
such as improvements in 
diplomatic ties and shifts 
in production conducive to 
meeting the needs of the US 
market.

He also attributed the solid 

trade growth momentum to 
“trouble” in countries that 
export to the US market, 
mainly a reference to 
Myanmar.

“As the US has always 

In January-
August, 

Cambodian 
exports to the 
US amounted 
to US$5.2206 

billion, up 
27.88 percent 
year-on-year, 
and imports 

US$278.8 
million, up 

40.59 percent.

wanted good relations with 
Asean countries, I remain 
optimistic that Cambodia’s 
export market will be even 
larger in the future,” Vanak 
said.

Bilateral trade between 
the Kingdom and the US 
amounted to US$6.9213 
billion in 2020, up 17.89 
percent from 2019, data from 
the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Cambodia 
(AmCham) show.

The export value of 
Cambodian goods was 
US$6.5777 billion, up 22.79 

percent from the US$5.3568 
billion posted in 2019, while 
goods imported from the 
US were worth US$343.6 
million, down 33.15 percent 
from US$514 million.
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PHILIPPINES (Philippine 
Daily Inquirer/ANN) -- The 
Philippines placed second 
to the last among 14 Asia-
Pacific economies ranked by 
UK-based Oxford Economics 
on attractiveness to foreign 
direct investment (FDI) due 
to its poor infrastructure and 
competitiveness rankings.

In a report on Monday, 
Oxford Economics lead 
Asia economist Sian Fenner 
ranked the Philippines 
only ahead of Taiwan in 
the think tank’s latest FDI 
attractiveness scorecard.

In first place was China, 
followed by Vietnam, which 
Oxford Economics said was 
“set to continue gaining from 
supply chain restructuring.”

HANOI (Vietnam News/
ANN) -- Many businesses 
suggested more detailed 
policies should be issued to 
help them access bank loans 
as there remain difficulties 
in lending.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Vietnam Banks Association, 
the banking system has 
implemented many policies, 
such  as  res t ruc tur ing 
repayment terms, exempting 
and reducing fees, and 
keeping the debt group 
unchanged for banks, to 
support businesses according 
to Circular 01/2020 of the 
State Bank of Vietnam 

Correction

Vientiane Times wishes to correct a mistake in the second paragraph of the article 
titled “Laos records US$100m trade deficit” on page 7 of issue No. 199 published on 
October 12. The second sentence states that the value of exports was US$4.1 million, 
while goods worth US$4.2 million were imported. The figures should be US$4.1 billion 
and US$4.2 billion.
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Detailed policies needed to help firms get loans

Firms are still facing difficulties in access to bank loans.

(SBV).
The deposit interest rate 

has also hit the lowest level 
of many years, ranging from 
2.7-4 percent for less than 
6-month terms, 3.7-5 percent 
for 6-12 month terms and 
4.6-6.5 percent for over 
12-month terms.

However, Phạm Bình An, 
Deputy Director of HCM 
City Development Research 
Institute, said firms are still 
facing trouble in accessing 
bank loans.

According to An, after 
four months of strict social 
distancing recently due to 
the latest outbreak of the 

COVID-19 pandemic , 
production and business 
of many firms have faced 
challenges.

Surveys showed about 
70 percent of enterprises had 
to suspend operations while 
about 15 percent of firms 
dissolved or are waiting to be 
dissolved. Only 16 percent of 
firms are trying to maintain 
operations.

An said due to the 
temporary shutdown and 
moderate operation, the 
financial health of enterprises 
is naturally difficult. About 
86.4 percent of enterprises 
said they could maintain 

operations for less than 
three months. The numbers 
are very alarming as if the 
difficulties continue, firms 
will be exhausted.

According to An, firms are 
facing a dire need for capital, 
but the capital injection is 
facing many bottlenecks.

He said although the 
Government and the central 
bank required commercial 
banks to reduce lending 
interest rates, not all banks 
have followed the request 
and firms still have to wait 
for banks to consider many 
conditions and criteria to 
see whether or not they can 
borrow.

“It would be very difficult 
for firms to get credit 
support policies without the 
intervention of the SBV and 
the Government. Therefore, 
instead of just calling on and 
encouraging the participation 
of banks in supporting 
pandemic-affected firms, it 
is necessary to issue more 

specific policies,” An told 
diendandoanhnghiep.vn.

Lam Thuy Ái, Deputy 
General Director of Mebipha 
Production and Trading Co., 
Ltd., said many small firms in 
HCM City have almost gone 
bankrupt and they could not 
borrow from banks due to 
having no collateral.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
Government policy on 
supporting employees and 
employers facing difficulties 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, firms can borrow 
from the Bank for Social 
Policies at zero percent 
interest to pay employees’ 
salaries, but it is extremely 
difficult for small- and 
medium-sized enterprises to 
enjoy the policy as it requires 
them to have business plans 
and no bad debts at credit 
institutions, Ái said.

To help firms in access 
to bank loans, Nguyen Dang 
Hien, General Director of 
Tan Quang Minh Trading 

and Production Company 
Limited (Bidrico), suggested 
banks should raise the loan 
limit for firms from the 
current 70 percent to 85 
percent of collateral and 
extend due debts until the 
end of 2021.

The Alliance for Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs)  recent ly  a lso 
proposed the Prime Minister 
to implement support policies 
for firms.

Specifically, it suggested 
the PM direct the Ministry 
of Finance to set up a 
VND100 trillion lending 
guarantee fund for SMEs to 
help the firms get access to 
loans without needing real 
estate collateral. To qualify 
for the policy, corporate 
borrowers must prove they 
have good operations with 
healthy financial statements 
before the pandemic besides 
having import-export or sales 
contracts and orders within 
the next six months. 

Philippines among least attractive to 
foreign investors

M a l a y s i a ,  I n d i a , 
Australia, Indonesia, South 
Korea, Hong Kong, Japan, 
New Zealand, Singapore, and 
Thailand also ranked higher 
than the Philippines.

The scorecard measured 
labor dynamics, quality of 
infrastructure and logistics, 
political and business climate, 
market size and potential, as 
well as export structure.

Oxford Economics said 
that medium-term FDI 
prospects across Asia-Pacific 
remained “strong, even 
though pandemic-driven 
supply disruptions and 
uncertainties over the pace of 
recovery may see some firms 
rethink their supply chains.”

But in the case of the 

Philippines, it being among 
the least attractive FDI 
destinations in the region, 
“adds further weight to our 
forecast that the extent of 
economic scarring caused 
by the pandemic will be 
especially large,” Oxford 
Economics said.

The Philippines and 
Indonesia’s strength lie in 
their labor force, Oxford 
Economics noted. “Ongoing 
urbanisation and a relatively 
young workforce mean that 
over the next decade we 
expect the labor supply in 
these two economies to 
rise by 25 million. We also 
forecast their average annual 
earnings to be around a third 
lower than in China in 2029.”
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Visith Teppalath

Members of the public across 
the country see the importance 
of supporting Covid-19 
prevention and control and 
they contribute by donating 
what they can to their local 
taskforce committees. 

Just like in other countries, 
in Laos the taskforce 
committee for Covid-19 
prevention and control have 
worked hard for the country 
and people in their efforts to 
control the spreading virus.

Al though  they  a re 
working hard, the members of 
taskforce committee keeping 
their spirits up while working 
to protect local residents 
from the virus and they are 
grateful for the support from 
the public.

Seeing importance of 
supporting the taskforces 
efforts  many individuals, 
families, companies and 
organisations in Laos have 
contributed to support 
the taskforce committees 
by donating money, food, 
drinking water, gel, facemasks, 
essential equipment and other 
useful items.

Many donat ions  in 
Vientiane and other provinces 
have been posted on social 
media especially Facebook 
and the readers congratulated 
their action and they praised 
the donators.

Even though they have 
received donations from 
many sources, the taskforce 
committee nationwide still 
depends on further support 

Public supports Covid-19 prevention and control with donations

from the public as the number 
of Covid-19 cases remain high 
at the present and they still 
have to continue to control the 
situation daily.

Supporting the taskforce 
committee with donations is 
a good way to award them 
for their hard work and gives 
them encouragement to 
continue with their efforts.

The members of public 
around the country are urged 
to continue to contribute to 
the taskforce committee by 
giving them whatever they 
can.

They are also urged to 
continue to do their part to 
prevent and control Covid-19 
by strictly following the 
orders, measures, rules and 
regulations issued by the 
taskforce committee for 
Covid-19 prevention and 
control at all levels.

A resident in Sisattanak 
district, Vientiane, Mr 
Khamxaen Xaphakdy said 
“My family has contributed 
on supporting the taskforce 
committee working near my 
home by donating food and 
drinking water.”

“We are very happy to 
contribute to the taskforce 
committee because it’s very 
important and meaningful for 
our family to help authorities 
however we can,” he said.

“Of course ,  we do 
this because we see the 
importance and support the 
efforts of authorities who 
work hard to prevent and 
control Covid-19.”

“As we know, this virus 

is very dangerous and its 
spreading very fast at the 
present therefore authorities 
have to work hard on 
controlling and prevention.”

“I would like to ask all 
the members of the public 
to continue to contribute 
to support the taskforce 
committees. So they will 
have encouragement to work 
for the country and people.”

An employee in Xaythany 
district, Vientiane, Ms Nok 
Chansavang said “My 
company has supported 
the taskforce committee on 
many occasions by donating 
food, drinking water, gels, 
facemasks and other helpful 
items.”

“We have also donated 
food bags, gels and facemasks 
to people during both 
lockdowns as well as patients 
in quarantine centres,” she 
said.

“I think it is very honorable 
that public sources have 
contributed on supporting 
the authorities working for 
Covid-19 prevention and 
control and hope they continue 
the support.”

“It’s necessary to prevent 
and control Covid-19 in 
our country because it has 
greatly affected our lifestyle. 
It has also affected us in our 
workplaces.”

“Everyone should work 
together to prevent Covid-19 
and control the spreading 
so our living conditions can 
return to normal again.”

Savannakhet provincial taskforce committee for Covid-19 control receives donated products from companies in Kaysone 
Phomvihane city.

Individuals in Vientiane give essential goods to authorities for support in their efforts on 
Covid-19 prevention and control.

Monks from the Buddhist Fellowship Organisation in Xekong province donate useful items 
to the provincial taskforce committee for Covid-19 prevention and control.

Monks in Xanasomboun district, Champassak province donate 
water and other helpful things to the district’s health office for 
use in its work on Covid-19 prevention and control.
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CHINA (China Daily/ANN) 
-- Tian Jianwen, a veteran 
archaeologist at the Shanxi 
Archaeology Institute, 
summarised what many 
might see as a bumpy path 
in life: “Actually, I’ve had a 
pretty smooth ride,” he said.

Outwardly, only his 
weathered skin indicates how 
much archaeological work in 
the field for three decades can 
change a man.

In August 1982, Tian 
and his classmates from the 
archaeology department of 
Peking University arrived 
for field practice in the small 
town of Houma, Shanxi 
province, home to the most 
important relics and ruins 
of the Jin principality of the 
Western Zhou period (1046 
BC-771 BC).

I t  w a s  t h i s  e a r l y 
experience that captured 
Tian’s imagination, and he 
turned to a serious, long-term 
study of the Western Zhou 
period and the Jin culture, 
with all their inclusiveness 
and diversity. He would 
spend 30 years in Houma 
after graduation.

For Tian, the memory 
of his first encounter with 

Veteran archaeologist sees life as ‘a pretty 
smooth ride’ despite personal setbacks

Archaeologist Tian Jianwen of the Shanxi Archaeology Institute 
examines an artifact during a field research in Puxian county, 
Shanxi province.

Houma is still fresh. He 
and his classmates spent 
months piecing together the 
ceramic pottery fragments 
they unearthed, in a test of 
eyesight, knowledge, skill 
and patience.

Upon his graduation in 
1984, Tian turned down a 
job offer from a university 
in Shanxi and opted to work 
at the Shanxi Archaeology 
Institute’s branch in Houma, 
which had once been 

the capital of the late Jin 
Dynasty. In the eyes of Tian, 
many unsolved mysteries 
remained.

After immersing himself 
in a sea of pottery fragments 
and other relics unearthed 
in Houma, Tian obtained 
his master’s degree from 
Jilin University in 1989. He 
passed up job opportunities in 
Beijing and Taiyuan, Shanxi’s 
capital, after graduation and 
returned to Houma again 
to look for archaeological 
evidence of Neolithic culture.

Xue Xinmin and Yang 
Linzhou, two of Tian’s co-
workers, were surprised to 
see him come back. He was 
“a funny guy,” they teased.

In May 1991, the three 
accidentally discovered ruins 
more than 7,000 years old 
in Zaoyuan village east of 
Jicheng county near Houma. 
These were later identified as 
Neolithic ruins, the first to be 
discovered in the province.

“I have known Tian for 
more than 30 years,” Xue 
said, adding that Tian always 
maintained the simplicity and 
curiosity of a country boy and 
never pursued lofty goals for 
himself. “You can see it in the 

military-style satchel he has 
carried for three decades. His 
dedication to archaeology 
has never changed.”

Fate intervened, however. 
A traffic accident in April 
1997 forced him to stop 
working. After two cranial 
surgeries, Tian could not 
speak coherently or walk 
on his own. He decided 
to move his sickbed to 
the archaeological site for 
rehabilitation.

A year later, he had 
recovered sufficiently to 
speak in broken tones and 
managed to walk on his 
own. People attributed his 
quick recovery to the magic 
of archaeology. Tian called it 
the beginning of his second 
life.

In 1999, he was appointed 
curator of the Shanxi Jin 
Tomb Museum, a post less 
physically demanding than 
the one he held in Houma. 
Nevertheless, he came back 
to work at the archaeological 
sites in southern Shanxi again 
in 2004, with Houma at the 
center of inquiry.

He has presided over 
more than 10 archaeological 
excavation projects in the 

region since then.
The “cultural revolution” 

(1966-76) had thrown the 
country into a decade of 
chaos. Now, years later, he 
wants to recover lost ground.

“We must make up the 
time that was wasted,” 
Tian said, reiterating the 
message his teachers had 
delivered to him and his 
classmates. “If we cannot 
achieve something, we will 
fail across two generations 
of archaeologists.”

In a seminar on field 
archaeology technology 
he hosted in Yuncheng, 
Shanxi, Tian encouraged 
the young archeologists in 
attendance to show more 
passion and persistence in 
their profession.

“I want to be a good 
example for them so they can 
play a pivotal role in future 
projects,” he said.

His co-workers say the 
reason he called his path of 
life “a smooth ride” is that 
he was focused so intensely 
on archaeology that he 
could ignore other ups and 
downs. It’s a quality the next 
generation would do well to 
emulate.
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Letter of invitation 

For the online briefing on “How to do business with FAO:  
Use of the United Nations Global Marketplace”

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) in Vientiane, Lao PDR is pleased to invite you to join 
virtually its briefing on how to register your Company and to 
apply FAO tender on the United Nations Global Marketplace 
(UNGM) from 10:00-11:00AM on 29 October 2021. 

• Please register your participation through 
the QR Code or link here with  https://

fao.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
MgQOuPLlTs2GPNqpbluRtQ before 

COB on 25 October 2021. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Ms Linka 

Douangchanh at Linka.Douangchanh@fao.org via email or 
WhatsApp number  +856 20 56179008. 

The briefing session is at no cost for you and FAO is looking 
forward to seeing you online.

Lamphone Pasanthong 

Mr Somchan, a 
government official in 
Phongsaly province: I 
think it’s good that the 
government is taking 
active steps towards 
environmental protection. 

Electric cars draw the 
energy to drive their 
wheels from batteries 
that use electricity, rather 
than mechanical engines 
that are powered by 
fuel, as is the case with 
conventional vehicles. 
So the use of electric 
cars helps to protect the 

What do you think about the 
use of electric vehicles?

The government is promoting the use of clean energy in the transport sector as part of 
measures to translate policy into an action plan. The goal is to minimise fuel imports and 

reduce harmful gas emissions. Vientiane Times asked members of the public for their thoughts 
on the pros and cons of this method of transport. 

environment by reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 
while encouraging the 
use of renewable energy 
sources that are less likely 
to contribute to the carbon 
footprint.

Mr Santi Naphaknone, 
a government official in 
Champassak province: 
Electric cars are limited 
as to how far they can go 
on one battery charge. 
Their use means that a lot 
of charging points will be 
needed to service them and 
I’m not sure this will be 
possible in Laos because 
in some areas there’s not 
enough electricity. Another 
issue is that the battery 
packs are expensive and 
may need to be replaced 
more than once over the 
lifetime of the car. All-
electric vehicles are also 
more expensive than 
petrol-powered cars, and 

the upfront cost can be 
prohibitive. However, fuel 
cost savings, tax credits, 
and other incentives can 
help to offset this cost if 
they are available.

Ms Phonmany Savanh, a 
resident of Vientiane: The 
use of electrically powered 
vehicles reduces the amount 

of oil that a nation must 
import. The current high 
cost of fuel is a problem for 
Laos as the country is deep 
in debt and must find ways 
to reduce expenditure. So it 
would help if we can import 
fewer fuel-inefficient cars 

and encourage the use of 
electricity. Another benefit 
is that the use of electric 
cars reduces the amount of 
pollution in the air, which is 
another issue that needs to 
be addressed.

Mr Phonekham Sipaserth, 
a government official 
in Vientiane province: 
I haven’t seen much 
information about electric 

vehicles, but I think their 
use is a good thing, as I 
know that quite a few other 
countries are now using 
them. Laos has the potential 
to produce electricity from 
water, solar power and 
wind, as well as from waste. 
But, like any vehicle, their 
use must be assessed based 
on personal needs and 
vehicle usage. There are 
advantages to owning an 
electric vehicle, such as fuel 
savings and reduced gas 

emissions, but it also means 
relying on battery charging 
and electric cars cost more. 
I think the government or 
service providers should 
set a low price for the use 
of battery charging points. 
Also, the state-owned 
power company should 
not charge meter fees to 
businesses that provide 
these facilities.

Ms Lord Vongpackdy, an 
employee in Xaythany 
district, Vientiane: I’m glad 
and agree with this policy 
because it’s important that 
we consider ways to protect 
the environment. I think the 
government should not set 
restrictions on the import of 
electric vehicles, but they 

should meet international 
standards for quality, 
safety, after-sales service, 
and maintenance. And the 

government should reduce 
the import duty charged or 
at least make sure that the 
price is within the means of 
Lao people.  
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Accountant (1 position), Lao PDR 

In an increasingly complex and interconnected world, Asia plays a crucial 
global role.  Would you be excited at the prospect of employing your 
knowledge and skills to improve lives, expand opportunities, and help 
societies flourish across this dynamic region?

You could have this opportunity at The Asia Foundation.  Informed by six decades of experience 
and deep local expertise, we address critical issues affecting Asia in the 21st century:  governance 
and law, economic development, women’s empowerment, environment, and regional cooperation.  
We work with innovative leaders and communities to build effective institutions and advance path-
breaking reforms.  Together with our partners, we are committed to Asia’s continued development 
as a peaceful, just, and thriving region of the world.

The Asia foundation’s Lao PDR Office in Vientiane is seeking to recruit qualified and motivated 
Lao national Accountant, to be responsible for maintaining the accounting system to ensure the 
accuracy of records. This position will support the Finance Manager to ensure that all accounting 
systems, policies and procedures are applied consistently with The Asia Foundation wide policy, 
Country Office and donor requirements.

Duties and Responsibilities
1. Manage and control ‘Cash Payment’ processes to ensure that payments are made accurately 

and timely. Relevant controls are also in place.
- Prepare payment vouchers, verify correct account codes, charge strings as well as the validity 

of supporting documents before passing to Finance Manager.
- Prepare petty cash vouchers in a good manner ensuring correct account codes, charge strings 

as well as the validity of supporting documents.
- Ensure all signatures are obtained for approval.
- Process E-payment via I-Banking.
- Issue withholding tax certificates.
- Review weekly Cash Sheet to ensure its accuracy before submission via Local Processing.
- Monitor cash flow and prepare fund request on a weekly basis.
- Prepare bank reconciliation, perform and document petty cash count on a monthly basis.

2. Ensure TAF financial data are accurate and in compliance with Lao Law and regulations and 
Foundation policies.
- Perform month-end (including year-end) account closing. Completeness, accuracy and 

timeliness are required.
- Perform balance sheet reconciliation to ensure its accuracy and completeness.
- Monitor and follow up business advances to avoid long outstanding balances over 60 days.
- Prepare Journal Vouchers for account adjustments (as appropriate).
- All financial data and reports as required by Financial Services in headquarter are submitted 

as per agreed timelines.
3. Provide support to Program teams in preparing or reviewing Employee Expense Report (EER 

– for staff travel) and Program Expense Report (PER – for program advance clearing), ensuring 
relevant supporting documents are attached.

4. Run PJ reports and save in shared drive to facilitate other units to easily access to the reports.
5. Carry out any other duties assigned by Finance Manager and Country Representative (CR). 

Required Qualifications
• At least three years’ experience in Accountancy preferably for an International Non-Government 

Organization (INGO);
• Experience with internal and external audits is advantageous;  
• Good interpersonal skills, a pro-active work style and cultural sensitivity;
• Attention to detail and a commitment to accuracy;
• Demonstrated ability to work independently and in timely manner;
• Willingness to work long hours during peak work times;
• Demonstrated characteristics in honesty, reliability, trustworthiness with the ability to maintain 

confidentiality;
• Proficient or fluent in English;
• Ability to express ideas and issues clearly both verbally and in writing;
• Experience in accounting for multiple projects for more than one donor agency and ensuring 

compliance with donor regulations including procurement; 
• Proficiency in using Microsoft Word and Excel and other MS Office products;
• Proficient with QuickBooks accounting software;
• Demonstrated analytical skills and attention to details  

Education: Bachelor’s degree in accounting, Finance, Banking or business management. 

Why work for The Asia Foundation?
At a critical moment in history, you will have the opportunity to help support work on the toughest 
challenges in the development/aid sector. You will work with people who address environmental 
problems in the Asia region, improve access to legal information, enhance civil society, promote 
government engagement/collaboration, and encourage learning and awareness. You will work in an 
innovative environment and build lasting relationships. The Asia Foundation, its donors, and its partners 
are unmatched throughout the region. This is an opportunity to work with and learn from some of 
the most accomplished leaders, influencers, and social entrepreneurs working in and with Asia today.

How to apply:
Qualified candidates should submit a CV and a letter of application before the  
deadline: 22 October 2021 to country.laos.general@asiafoundation.org.
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While the world struggles 
to adapt, mitigate, and 
recover from the COVID-19 
pandemic  hea l th  and 
socioeconomic impacts, 
p rogress  towards  the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), to achieve 
na t iona l  deve lopment 
priorities, and to address 
t h e  t r i p l e  p l a n e t a r y 
crisis  cl imate change, 
environmental degradation, 
and pollution is threatened. 
Never has identifying 
and mobilising financial 
resources in support of 
those transformational and 
multigenerational objectives 
been so fundamental than 
now.

Finance in support of the Sustainable Development Goals and the 9th NSEDP
Yet, too often, and across 

all countries, financial flows 
across the entire society 
government, the private 
sector, and multilateral 
and bi la teral  par tners 
and other stakeholders 
have been insufficiently 
mobil ised.  Support  to 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  a n d 
economically unsustainable 
activities which often also 
contravenes requirements 
under the Paris Agreement, 
is still too common, while 
contributions to social 
sectors, people’s wellbeing, 
and sustainabi l i ty  are 
lagging behind. 

W e ,  a c r o s s  a l l 
sectors, have a collective 

responsibility to rethink 
the role of finance in our 
societies and economies and 
replace it in service of our 
common objectives.

Against the backdrop 
of the expectations of 
LDC graduation in 2026, 
with challenges on debt 
management and revenue 
collection, further negatively 
impacted by the pandemic’s 
e f f e c t s  o n  e c o n o m i c 
activity, social well-being, 
and reduced contributions 
from the international and 
domestic private sectors to 
sustainable development, 
limited development finance 
has been recognized as a vital 
hurdle to overcome in the 

Lao PDR, to recover from 
COVID-19, to address the 
planetary crisis at country 
level, to graduate from LDC 
and ultimately achieve a 
better, more equitable, and 
sustainable development 
for all.

Indeed, in his address 
to 11th Party Congress in 
January, then Prime Minister 
now President Thongloun 
Sisoulith, put addressing 
f i s ca l  vu lne rab i l i t i e s 
high on the agenda of 
the country. The recently 
released National Agenda 
on addressing economic and 
financial difficulties further 
emphasizes the urgency 
of taking steps to ensure 
macroeconomic stability.

His statement aligns 
with the global call made 
by the Secretary General 
of the United Nations Mr 
Antonio Guterres at the 
2021 Economic and Social 
Council Forum on Financing 
for Development:

He highlighted that 
COVID-19 has exacerbated 
longstanding negat ive 
trends, and that “many 
governments (currently) 
face an impossible choice 
between debt servicing 
or saving lives”, with “25 
countries spending more 
on debt service than on 
education, health, and social 
protection combined”. He 
therefore urged all Member 
States and all stakeholders to 
address “the major finance 
gap” that may prevent us 
from achieving the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, with “an 
enormous push (required) at 
the highest political level”.

E n s u r i n g  r e c o v e r y 
from COVID-19, through 
vaccination, increasing 
investments  in human 
capital ,  and f inancing 
t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f 
environmental and climate 
challenges, indeed requires a 
radically different approach 
to development finance.

Targeted reforms of 
the State budget could 
support increased revenues, 
while optimising the use 
of  current ly avai lable 
r e sources .  Lega l  and 
regulatory reforms of the 
bus iness  envi ronment 
could unlock the untapped 
potential of international and 
domestic private resources 
to support development, 

while limiting investments 
in unsustainable activities. 
Optimising the use and 
coordination of Official 
Development Assistance 
targeting and coordination, 
considering declining global 
trends, could ensure that 
it continues to support, as 
it historically has, social 
sec tors  and  the  mos t 
vulnerable in our society, 
ensuring that no one is left 
behind.

This holistic approach, 
cons ider ing  the  Sta te 
budget, the domestic and 
international private sector, 
including remittances from 
the large Lao workforce 
abroad, traditional Official 
Development Assistance 
(ODA), the increasingly 
large bilateral flows from 
neighbouring countries, 
in support of sustainable 
development, requires an 
inclusive multi-stakeholder 
process  involv ing  a l l 
re levant  s takeholders , 
combined with a continued 
focus on anti-corruption and 
transparency measures.

Holism, participation, 
and inclusivity are key 
characteristics of the United 
Nations Joint Programme on 
Efficiency and Optimisation 
of Lao PDR’s Public Budget 
to Finance SDGs through 
the National Plan, which 
built upon the 2015 Addis 
Ababa Action Agenda and 
the Integrated National 
Financing Framework 
(INFF). This coordinated 
initiative complements the 
many activities already 
led by the government and 
International Financial 
Institutions to put finance 
in service of common 
development objectives.

Through a cycle of 
evidence-based assessments, 
participatory dialogues on 
financing options aligned 
with the national plan, and 
monitoring of progress 
towards aligning financial 
f lows to  development 
p r i o r i t i e s ,  t h i s  J o i n t 
P r o g r a m m e  h o p e s  t o 
support many other actors 
in restoring macroeconomic 
and financial equilibrium 
and achieving the 9th 
NSEDP objectives and the 
SDGs.

Relevant stakeholders 
should be given a unique 
opportunity to contribute 
to a practical and realistic 

financing strategy, in support 
of national development 
priorities and the SDGs, 
within the next few months, 
through series of structured 
dialogues.

The first  structured 
dialogue, which will intend to 
validate series of diagnostics 
and assessments on current 
financial constraints and 
investment needs, should 
lay the ground for future 
meaningful conversations 
o n  p r i o r i t i s a t i o n  o f 
development interventions 
and financing options.

It is our hope that, after 
the adoption of the 9th 
NSEDP by the National 
Assembly in March 2021, 
and through the collective 
efforts of the Government, 
development partners, the 
private sector, civil society, 
and other stakeholders 
overcoming the financial 
obstacles that are hindering 
progress towards our 9th 
NSEDP ambitions and other 
common aspirations should 
be our next urgent priority. 

As the Secretary General 
of the United Nations Mr. 
Antonio Guterres put it, 
it is our duty to “finance 
a  res i l ien t ,  inc lus ive , 
equitable and sustainable 
future for all”.

O n  t h e  U N  J o i n t 
P r o g r a m m e  o n 
Financing Efficiency: 
Three Agencies, Funds, 
and Programmes, have 
mobilised their specific 
expertise in support of 
the government of Laos 
– Ministry of Planning, 
Min i s t r y  o f  F inance , 
Ministry of Health – to 
lay the foundations for 
a renovated approach to 
deve lopment  f inance . 
UNDP, the technical lead, 
supports the Ministry of 
Planning and Investment 
in elaborating a high-
level financing strategy 
bui lding on evidence-
based diagnostics, namely 
the Development Finance 
A s s e s s m e n t  a n d  t h e 
identification of investment 
needs in the 9th NSEDP. 
UNFPA contributes to the 
diagnostics, costing the 
health sector priorities, but 
also to the identification 
o f  f inanc ing  op t ions , 
identifying most critical 
interventions in the health 
s e c t o r.  U N C D F  s e t s 
up systems to monitor 
financial flows against 
the  SDGs,  suppor t ing 
S D G - t a g g i n g  o f  t h e 
b u d g e t .  T h e  U N R C O 
and the Department of 
International Cooperation 
of the Ministry of Planning 
and Investment ensure the 
smooth coordination and 
coherence of these various 
workstreams.

T h e  a r t i c l e  i s  c o -
authored by Ms Phonevanh 
O u t h a v o n g ,  D e p u t y -
Minister of Planning and 
Investment, and Ms Sara 
Sekkenes, United Nations 
Resident Coordinator. 

Ms Phonevanh Outhavong. Ms Sara Sekkenes.
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Entertainment

Sisouphan 
Amphonephong

Miss World Laos-2017 
Tonkham Phonchanheuang 
will participate in the Miss 
Universe Laos-2021 contest 
this year.

She spoke to Vientiane 
Times about her reasons to 
take part in the Miss Universe 
Laos contest.

She said given her 
past experience in beauty 
pageants, she is likely to 
better her past record in 
this contest. She said she 
was a confident person and 
was endowed with good 
communication skills and 
this is a perfect combination 
for being on an international 
stage. She said she wanted to 
be an inspiration for young 
girls and help empower 
women folk.

She dreams of setting 
up a foundation to help the 
elderly and the poor. She 
wants people to know 
her story, her struggles 
before she took part in 
Miss World Laos-2017 
and got noticed in the 
entertainment industry.

SOUTH KOREA (The 
Korea Herald/ANN) -- 
Korean Cultural Centre UK 
announced that it will hold 
the 16th London Korean 
Film Festival for two weeks 
from Nov. 4 to 19.

The festival organiser said 
it will screen 35 Korean films 
of diverse genres including 
independent films, classic 
films, animation and shorts.

Last year, the annual 
event was held as an online-
offline hybrid festival due 
to the pandemic, but this 
year all of the films will be 
screened at nine local theaters 
in London.

“ E s c a p e  f r o m 
Mogadishu” directed by 
Ryoo Seung-wan has been 
selected as the opener of the 
festival.

Set in Somalia in 1991 - 
when both Koreas were vying 
for membership in the United 
Nations and each sought to 
prevent the other’s inclusion 
- the movie begins with a 
scene between South Korean 
Ambassador to Somalia Han 
Shin-sung (played by Kim 
Yoon-seok) and Kang Dae-
jin (Jo In-sung), a spy with 
the Agency for National 

As director of Tonkham 
Modelling, she hopes to help 
youngsters and offer them a 
launching pad to gain entry 
into Laos’ entertainment 
industry.

‘’Every single girl who 
joins Miss Universe Laos-
2021 competition, will hope 
to win the crown. I will give 
it my best shot.”

She said her experience of 
working in Lao entertainment 
for almost eight years 
will come in handy. Her 
experience of taking to the 
ramp as a fashion model, 
her ability to speak well, her 
knowledge, and above all her 
positive mindset will hold her 
in good stead.

To n k h a m  i s  b u s y 
preparing questions that may 
be thrown her way and that 
will help her win the contest. 
She is also working on her 
communication skills and her 
ramp walk.

“Four years ago, there 
was a young girl chasing her 
dream of becoming Miss 
Universe-2017, this year 
she is back to pursue her 
dreams,” she beamed, urging 
fans to cheer for her.

Tonkham Phonchanheuang sports a smart look.  

Miss World Laos-2017 
to take part in Miss 

Universe-Laos contest
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London Korean Film Festival to be 
held in November

A scene from the 16th London Korean Film Festival opener 
“Escape from Mogadishu” directed by Ryoo Seung-wan. 

Security Planning. The 
two are discussing how to 
prevent the North Korean 
ambassador (played by Heo 
Jun-ho) from establishing 
a stronger relationship with 
the Somali government. But 
then, civil war breaks out in 
Somalia and the diplomats of 
the two Koreas are put into a 
situation where they have to 
cooperate.

Ryoo’s film was recently 
chosen as Korea’s entry 
for the best international 
feature category of the 94th 
Academy Awards.

The 16th London Korean 

Film Festival’s closing film 
is “Heaven: To the Land of 
Happiness” directed by Im 
Sang-soo.

Im’s movie centers on 
two men: No. 203 (played by 
Choi Min-sik) and Nam-sik 
(played by Park Hye-il). The 
aging No. 203 is a longtime 
prisoner who only has a 
few months left until he is 
released. One day while he’s 
still waiting, No. 203 finds 
out he only has two weeks 
to live due to a brain tumor. 
Upon learning the news, he 
escapes from prison. While 
on the run, he meets Nam-

sik, who suffers from an 
incurable disease.

This  South Korean 
buddy movie made it to the 
Cannes Film Festival’s 2020 
Official Selection list. Also, 
it premiered as the opener of 
the 26th Busan International 
Film Festival.

In addit ion,  Oscar-
winning Korean actor Youn 
Yuh-jung’s  f i lms  wi l l 
be screened during the 
festival’s special focus 
program organised by Mark 
Morris, a Korean classic 
film expert and former 
lecturer of East  Asian 
culture at the University of 
Cambridge. He has selected 
f i lms fea tur ing Youn, 
including “Fire Woman,” 
directed by auteur Kim Ki-
young, “The Housemaid” 
directed by Im Sang-soo 
and “The Bacchus Lady” 
directed by E J-young for 
the special program. A 
KBS documentary “Docu 
Inside- Documentary Youn 
Yuh-jung” produced by 
Lee Eun-kyu will also be 
screened during the festival 
in London, for audiences 
who want to take a look back 
at Youn’s career.

SINGAPORE (The Straits 
Times/ANN) -- For the first 
time, the Esplanade’s annual 
alternative and indie music 
festival, Baybeats, will take 
place over four days instead 
of three. The line-up will 
feature more than 40, mostly 
home-grown, acts.

The 20th edition will 
take place at various venues 
within the arts centre from 
Nov 4 to 7. The free festival 

will be presented in a hybrid 
format.

Music fans who wish 
to catch the performances 
live will have to pre-register 
at the festival’s website 
starting from late October. 
The concerts will also be 
live-streamed.

The Esplanade Theatre 
will feature performances 
by seasoned bands that have 
performed in past editions 

of the festival, such as pop-
rock quartet Electrico, post-
hardcore band Caracal, ska 
punk band The Full Pledge 
Munkees, post-rock outfit 
Amateur Takes Control 
and dream-pop quintet 
Pleasantry.

T h e  E s p l a n a d e 
collaborated with local indie 
gig organisers and music 
labels for performances 
at the Esplanade Annexe 

Studio. The line-up includes 
R&B singer Keyana, soul/
funk outfit Kribo Brothers 
and electronic noise duo 
slowtalk.

The festival will also 
have online performances 
by overseas bands such 
as American trio Destroy 
Boys, Indonesian metal 
band Voice Of Baceprot 
and South Korean quartet 
Surl.

Indie music festival Baybeats marks 20 
years with expanded edition
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What’s on
Music contest

Laos-China 
Railway Co., 
Ltd. invites 
songwriters 
and musicians 
to enter this 
contest, titled 
“Laos-China 
train”. The 
winner will 
receive 20 
million kip in 
cash.
When: Entries 
accepted until 
October 20
Where: 
Email your song to ljhgjbx@lcrc.ltd and for more 
information call 020 58882638.

Painting competition
Indian Council for Cultural Relations is 
conducting an online Global Poster and Painting 
Competition on the theme “My idea of India”. 
This may include how you envision the India of 
yesterday, today and the India which will merge 
from amalgamation of tradition & heritage with a 
modern scientific technological outlook.  Foreign 
nationals can also participate. There will be 
prizes in both categories. Best of the works /
expressions will be exhibited in leading Art 
Galleries of India and abroad. 
When: Deadline is October 31.
Where: For more details, please visit, https://
iccr.gov.in/Iccr4Art/index.php

Scholarships in Japan
JDS is accepting 
applications for 2-year 
master’s degree 
programmes at Japanese 
universities for the 
academic year 2022-2023. 
Courses will be taught in 
English. 
When: Applications 
accepted until November 5.
Where: Visit our website 
for more information and 
download the application documents at https://
jds-scholarship.org/country/laos/index.html
For more information Call or WhatsApp 020 
55519802, or email jds.laos@jice.org

Indian scholarships
The Ministry of Ayush (Ayurveda, 
Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and 
Homeopathy), the Government of India, has 
announced scholarships for Lao students for 
undergraduate, post-graduate courses and 
doctoral studies in Indian universities. 
Courses in Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha, 
Homopath for 2021-22 acdemic year.
Applicants are required to have a good 
knowledge of English.
When: Online applying until October 31.
Where: For further information, please visit: 
a2ascholarships.iccr.gov.in.

Video contest
The Republic of 
Korea’s Mission to 
Asean is hosting 
the “Your-K Your-
Asean” short video 
contest for people 
from Korea and 
Asean countries to 
produce a video that 
reflects the spirit of 
Korea and Asean 
and promotes Korea-

Asean relations. Korean and Asean nationals 
are invited to submit videos, with the winner to 
get US$800 in cash. 
When: Entries accepted until October 12
Where: Submit the attached file and original 
video file to kor_asean@mofa.go.kr OR 
nindita@mofa.or.kr
For more information visit https://www.
facebook.com/KoreanembassyinLaos/kor_
asean@mofa.go.kr / yychu21@mofa.go.kr / 
farras@mofa.or.kr Free online 

computing and 
programming

Those interested in computing and 
programming are invited to apply to join this 
free course. The course is a self-paced and 
provides an introduction to computing and 
programming. 
Where: For more information visit https://bit.
ly/3bXsu9i
When: Available now.

Blood donation
The National Blood 
Transfusion Centre 
is in need of blood 
urgently because 
less people have 
donated during the 
recent Covid-19 
spread. The centre 
invites members of 
the public to take part 
in blood donation..

When: Daily from 8:30 to 6pm.
Where: The second floor of the new building 
of National Blood Transfusion Centre, Lao 
Red Cross, Xiengyeun village, Chanthabouly 
district, Vientiane. For more information call 
021 214763; 030 5487539

Asia News Network (ANN)
The Asia News Network (ANN) is a network of leading daily English language 
newspapers in Asia, supported by the Konrad Adenauer Foundation of Germany 
through its regional representative bureau in Singapore. 
It was established in March, 1999, to provide avenues for cooperation and optimise 
coverage of major news events in the region. 
It also aims to promote journalism, share news stories, feature articles, editorials 
and personality profiles. ANN is the world’s most active newspaper alliance with a 
membership base of 24 newspapers in 21 countries. The combined circulation of 
these newspapers is more than 14 million copies per day.
The German News Agency of Deutsche Presse-Agentur, as one of the leading 
international agencies and ANN’s exclusive partner, distributes news and features, 
background stories and commentaries from ANN  to subscribers worldwide.
The ANN memembers consist of The Nation (Thailand), The Straits Times 
(Singapore), The Star (Malaysia), The Jakarta Post (Indonesia), Philippine Daily 
Inquirer (Philippines), Vietnam News (Vietnam), Rasmei Kampuchea (Cambodia), 
The Brunei Times (Brunei), Vientiane Times (Laos), Sin Chew Daily (Malaysia) and 
the Eleven Media (Myanmar), China Daily (China and Hong Kong), The Japan News 
(Japan), The Korea Herald (South Korea), The China Post (Taiwan), The Statesman 
(India), The Daily Star (Bangladesh), Dawn (Pakistan), The Island (Sri Lanka), The 
Kathmandu Post (Nepal) and Kuensel (Bhutan). 
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Vacancy Notice

The World Health Organization has a vacancy for the position of:
SSA COVID 19 Vaccine Data Officer for VDI

     (SSA, for an initial period of one year)
     Purpose of the Post
 To support NIP in rollout and starengthing of COVID-19 vaccine data management 
system, including data analysis and presentation for COVID-19 vaccine stakeholders.

Description of Duties: 
 Under the overall supervision of WHO Lao PDR VDI focal person with guidance 
from the country office team and in collaboration with the National Immunization Programme 
of the Ministry of Health, the incumbent will:

•	 Ensure vaccination coverage and vaccine stock data is accurately captured and 
monitored by target population. 

•	 Develop and update COVID-19 performance monitoring dashboard.
•	 Support on the use of COVID-19 coverage and vaccine supply data for planning 

and decision-making.
•	 Ensure all the recording and reporting tools finalized, printed and distributed to HFs. 
•	 Support national and provinces in testing and rolling out OF any changes to 

COVID-19 electronics data management system.
•	 Support preparation and revision of training materials and SOP. 
•	 Provide training and technical support to all level on recording and reporting.
•	 Support preparation/revision of national micro plan for COVID-19 vaccine.
•	 Assist with any other COVID-19 vaccine data management related activities as 

requested by NIP
Output/s

Output 1: Quality Vaccination coverage and stock data is availabel on time for 
Output 2: Staff providing COVID-19 vaccine are trained on COVID vaccine data 
managment
Output 3: COVID-19 vaccine data management system is in place in COVID-19 
vaccine providing sites
Output 4: useNational micro plan for COVID-19 vaccine is available 
Output 5: Up-to-date COVID-19 vaccination monitoring dashboard.

Education:
University Bachelor’s degree in computer scice or related field or its equivalent professional 
training. A background in public health will be preferred. 

Knowledge & skills:
• Demonstrated knowledge of data management and processes (data quality, analysis 

and use techniques);
• Ability to work independently under pressure without close supervision and to deliver 

high-quality work on-time;
• Good interpersonal skills and ability to work as a member of a team including 

effectively working with policy-makers and partners;
• Good oral and written communication skills;
• Good computer skills.

Experience:
• Essential:  Minimum 2 years of experience in area of program data management or 

its related field
• Desirable: Experience with international organizations, an advantage

Language:  
Fluent in Lao and high degree of competency in reading, written and spoken English.

Interested and qualified candidates are invited to submit applications and curriculum vitae 
in the English language with a subject “ SSA COVID 19 Vaccine Data Officer for VDI”
to the following Email address: wplaohr@who.int by 18th October 2021 at 17:00 PM.

SPORT

(The Phnom Penh Post)  -- 
England head coach Chris 
Silverwood believes Joe 
Root’s leadership played a 
key role in ensuring he could 
select the strongest possible 
squad for the Ashes tour to 
Australia.

For several months it 
seemed possible the Ashes 
would be cancelled due to 
the concerns of England’s 
players and their families 
about Australia’s tough 
coronavirus quarantine rules.

England vice-captain Jos 
Buttler was among the senior 
players to express doubts 
about taking part in the series, 
which starts in Brisbane on 
December 8.

But Silverwood said 
Te s t  s k i p p e r  R o o t ’s 
compassionate, diplomatic 
approach helped get the 
players to buy into the tour 
eventually.

(The Korea Herald) -- South 
Korean Olympic short track 
speed skating champion 
Shim Suk-hee has been 
dropped from the national 
team, the sport’s national 
federation said Monday, over 
controversial text messages 
suggesting a possible race 
fixing during the 2018 Winter 
Games on home ice.

Olympic short track champion cut from nat’l team over 
controversial text messages

The Korea Skating Union 
(KSU) said Shim has been 
“separated from” the rest 
of the national team at the 
Jincheon National Training 
Centre in Jincheon, 90 
kilometers south of Seoul, 
after the athletes, including 
Shim herself, and coaches 
concluded they wouldn‘t be 
able to train together under 

the current situation.
Shim will also be held 

out of the new International 
Skating Union (ISU) Short 
Track Speed Skating World 
Cup season, which kicks 
off in Beijing on Oct. 21. 
Countries will earn quota 
places for the 2022 Beijing 
Winter Olympics based on 
their performances at the four 

World Cup events through 
the end of November.

T h e  K S U  r e a c h e d 
t h e  d e c i s i o n  a f t e r 
Shim’s expletive-laden 
t e x t  e x c h a n g e s  w i t h 
a coach during the 2018 
PyeongChang  Win t e r 
Olympics were reported by 
an online outlet last week. In 
their chat, Shim repeatedly 
mocked her teammates, Choi 
Min-jeong and Kim A-lang.

Shim also told the coach 
she would try to make 
Choi “the female Steven 
Bradbury.”

This was in reference to 
the Australian short tracker 
who captured an improbable 
gold medal in the men‘s 
1,000 meters at the 2002 
Winter Olympics, when all 
of his opponents went down 
in a last corner pileup.

Shim and Choi got 
tangled up and fell over the 
final corner in the women’s 
1,000m final at the 2018 
Olympic s .  Sh im  was 
disqualified, and Choi ended 
up in fourth place.

Wi th  the  co l l i s ion 
originally seen as being 
unfortunate now being 
viewed in a much different 
light, Shim is faced with 
questions that she tripped 
up Choi out of spite, as Choi 
was trying to make a move 
on the outside.

The KSU said it hasn‘t 
determined whether there 
had been any intent on Shim’s 
part in that instance and it will 
have to investigate further.

Shim issued an apology 
through her agency Monday.

“I‘d like to sincerely 
apologise for disappointing 
and hurting so many people 

In this file photo from May 6, 2021, South Korean short track 
speed skater Shim Suk-hee takes a moment after winning the 
women’s 1,000m final in the 2021-22 season national team 
trails at Taeneung International Rink in Seoul.   --Photo Yonhap

with my immature actions 
and words,” Shim said. 
“In particular, I’d like to 
apologise to Kim A-lang, 
Choi Min-jeong, my coaches, 
who must have been shocked 
after reading news reports 
(about the situation).”

Shim denied she had done 
anything malicious in that 
1,000m race with Choi.

“Choi and I both like 
to make our passes on the 
outside at the last minute,” 
Shim said. “In that race, 
it was just unfortunate we 
crashed into each other.”

This is a stunning fall 
from grace for the two-time 
Olympic gold medalist, who 
cut a sympathetic figure in 
2018 by revealing she‘d 
been sexually and physically 
assaulted by one of the 

national team coaches, Cho 
Jae-beom.

Cho has since been 
sentenced to 13 years in 
prison. Shim’s text exchanges 
were included in an argument 
submitted by Cho‘s lawyer 
for the trial and were leaked 
to media.

Shim blamed Cho’s 
“ruthless assault” in the 
lead-up to the PyeongChang 
Olympics for her erratic 
behavior.

“I was showing symptoms 
of a concussion after getting 
beat up by Cho Jae-beom, 
and, physically and mentally, 
I was extremely unstable,” 
Shim said. “I failed to 
control my anger and became 
aggressive toward others. 
To this day, I regret such 
immature behavior.”

W h e n  S i l v e r w o o d 
revealed England’s 17-man 
Ashes squad on Sunday, 
there were no objectors or 
opt-outs from the list.

“There were a lot of 
negotiations that went on and 
one thing we did see was a 
lot of class from our captain. 
He really did lead from the 
front,” Silverwood said.

“I  can’t  emphasise 
enough how classy he was 
within those negotiations and 
the way he listened to both 
sides of the argument.

“He showed a lot of 
empathy and a lot of really 
good leadership skills to get 
the players to this point. His 
players have got behind him 
and will follow him, so will 
I and my staff.

“What it has done, I think, 
is galvanise his position as 
a leader. All the boys have 
recognised that, all my staff 

have recognised that and it 
has made us all pull in behind 
him.”

England’s star all-rounder 
Ben Stokes remains on an 
indefinite break from cricket 
while he prioritises his 
mental health and recovers 
from a finger injury.

There appears to be some 
logistical wriggle room for 
Stokes to join up with the 
Ashes squad as a late arrival.

But, considering the 
sensitivity of his situation, 
Silverwood refused to give 
any indication if that could 
happen.

“There will be no pressure 
from me for him to rush back. 
When Ben is ready, he’ll give 
me a call and then we’ll cross 
that bridge when we come to 
it,” he said.

“My first intent is to make 
sure he’s OK from a well-
being point of view.”

Silverwood praises Root’s influence


