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Times Reporters
 
The government  is  to 
receive a US$6.5 million 
grant through the World 
Bank to bolster the response 
to the challenges posed 
by Covid-19, especially to 
recover business and trade 
post-pandemic.

The Lao government 
a n d  t h e  Wo r l d  B a n k 
have agreed to scale up a 
Competitiveness and Trade 

Times Reporters

Ticket prices on the Laos-
China railway will  be 
cheaper than travel over 
the same distance by road, 
with the price beginning at 
0.3 yuan/person/kilometre 
(about 350 kip), while the 
travel time will be much 
shorter.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
promotional document on 
the Laos-China railway 
published by the Lao News 
Agency (KPL), based on 
this rate, the cost of travel 
from Vientiane to Boten will 
be about 140,000 kip.

In addition, the rail 
journey will be much short 
than the 20 hours it takes 
to travel this distance by 
road.

For freight, the cost will 
be 0.5 yuan/ton/kilometre 
(about 600 kip), which is 
cheaper than transport by 
road and will take far less 
than the 45 hours for freight 
transport by road.

According to the Laos-
China Railway Company 
Ltd., the railway will have 
33 stations in total, of which 
21 will be operational in 

Railway to slash cost, time of travel  

The first train to be put into service on the Laos-China railway.    --Photo KPL

the initial phase and 12 will 
come into service in the next 
phase.

Of the 33 stations, there 
are 11 passenger and freight 
stations together and one 
specialised freight station 
in Vientiane. There are 
284 intersections along the 
railway track.

Most passenger services 
will take place during the 
day while freight trains will 
run overnight.

The number of round 

t r i p s  fo r  f r e igh t  and 
passenger services will be 
based on passenger and 
freight demand.

Initially there will be 18 
train trips, of which four will 
be passenger and 14 freight.

At the beginning, when 
21 stations are operational, 
23 trips per day will be 
possible,  but when 33 
stations are in service the 
number of trips can be 
increased to 39 per day.

The 422.4-km railway 

runs from Vientiane to the 
Chinese border through 
the provinces of Vientiane, 
Luang Prabang, Oudomxay 
and Luang Namtha, passing 
through 75 tunnels with 
a  combined length of 
197.83km.

It is expected that the 
railway will cut the cost of 
transport through Laos by 
30-40 percent compared 
to travel by road, thus 
giving a boost to trade and 
investment.

Project that will improve 
the ability of businesses to 
recover from the economic 
effects of Covid-19 as 
part of the government’s 
emergency response to the 
pandemic.

According to the World 
Bank ,  t he  add i t i ona l 
financing will provide a 
US$6.5 million grant through 
the Lao Competitiveness 
and Trade Multi-Donor 
Trust Fund supported by 

Australia, Ireland and the 
United States.

The extra funding follows 
a request by the Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce 
for additional resources 
to help the government 
and private sector respond 
to the challenges posed 
by Covid-19 and related 
restrictions, the World Bank 
said.

The Lao economy, which 
had already been slowing 

since 2018 following floods, 
drought and crop disease 
outbreaks, has been hit 
badly by the pandemic since 
early 2020, causing poverty 
to rise by an estimated 4.4 
percentage points.

T h i s  a d d i t i o n a l 
financing complements the 
government’s approach of 
providing rapid and direct 
relief to vulnerable firms 
and to adjusting government 
services to the effects of 

Covid-19. 
Deputy Minister  of 

Industry and Commerce, 
Mr Somchith Inthamith, 
said the new financing will 
be used to scale up and 
extend activities under the 
original project, such as 
decreasing the time required 
for goods to clear customs, 
and increasing the ability 
of producers to connect to 
markets.

Additional resources 
will be used to help new Lao 
firms set up, and aid existing 
companies seeking grants 
to mitigate the impacts of 
Covid-19.

The ministry has been 
implementing the original 
Lao Competitiveness and 
Trade Project since late 
2018 with US$13 million 
of credit and grants from 
the World Bank and the 

INGAPORE (The Straits 
Times/ANN) -- Driverless 
roadsweeper vehicles that 
an operator can control 
from elsewhere and digital 
signboards that act as 
shopfronts for consumers 
to buy goods from are some 
new applications tapping 
5G mobile networks that 
the Government is testing 
in Sentosa.

They are among the 
f irst  set  of  5G public 
sector trials on the island 
announced on Tuesday 
(October 19) by Minister 
for Communications and 
Information Josephine Teo.

T h i s  5 G  @  S e n t o s a 
pro jec t  i s  l ed  by  the 
Government Technology 
Agency (GovTech), Sentosa 
Development Corporation 
and telco Singtel.

The trials are to allow 
government agencies to 
track the capabilities of 5G 
for various smart nation 
applications with the goal 
of rolling them out on the 
mainland in the next five 
years.

Some applications could 
offer manpower savings, 
improve safety at worksites 
and deliver services to 
people more easily.

“5G... provides a superior 
connectivity channel to 
handle large amounts of 
data in real time without 
compromising the quality 
of the data transmitted,” 
said Mr Lim Chinn Hwa, 
GovTech’s senior director 
for smart nation platform 
solut ions ,  a t  a  media 
briefing.

A 5G network is said to 
be 10 times faster than 4G 
and has more bandwidth, 
which means more devices 

More funding for business to help recovery from pandemic

Lockdowns to curb transmission of Covid have led to empty streets and problems for many businesses.  
--Photo Phoonsab Thevongsa / World Bank

First S’pore 
Govt 5G 
trials in 
Sentosa, like 
driverless 
roadsweeper 
tests, 
launched
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Times Reporters

The Ministry of Planning 
and Investment and UNICEF 
today officially launched the 
new Lao government and 
UNICEF Country Programme 
Document 2022-2026 (CPD). 

The event took place on 
Tuesday, chaired by Deputy 
Minister of Planning and 
Investment Ms Phonevanh 
Outhavong, and co-chaired 
by UNICEF Representative 
to Laos, Dr Pia Rebello Britto. 

The Country Programme 
Document is the articulation 
of a vision and achievable 
goals for the children of Laos.

It takes into consideration 
the situation of children, their 
needs and rights, and builds 
on the successes achieved 
in the past years to tackle a 
new generation of challenges 
to achieve results for every 
child, in particular the most 
vulnerable.

Ms Phonevanh said “The 
new Country Programme 
Document will contribute 
towards the realisation of 
our vision that by 2026 
more children and women 
in Laos, particularly the most 
vulnerable and at risk, will 
have their rights realised so 
that they can survive, develop 
to their full potential and live 
in a safer environment.”

“The rationale for this is 
even greater when we consider 
the socioeconomic impacts of 
the pandemic and the extent 
to which it has disrupted the 
lives of families and children 
and further fueling poverty.”

T h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
framework was developed 
through an inclusive and 
pa r t i c ipa to ry  p rocess 
i n v o l v i n g  e x t e n s i v e 
consultations with a wide 
range of stakeholders.

It will support programme 
strategies towards the 
a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e 
Sustainable Development 
Goals for Lao children while 
helping to address the key 
deprivations that children face, 

including those associated 
with health, nutrition, water 
and sanitation, education and 
social protection.

The Country Programme 
Document is also aligned with 
the priorities of the 9th National 
Socio-Economic Development 
Plan and outlines UNICEF’s 
specific contributions in 
this regard across a range of 
programme areas. 

“Since UNICEF first 
established its presence 
in Laos in 1973, we have 
worked through many 
country programmes with 
the government. I strongly 
believe that the launch of 
the new country programme 
for 2022-2026 will further 
enhance UNICEF’s work 
and partnerships to improve 
the lives and well-being of 
every woman and child in 
the country,” Dr Pia Rebello 
Britto said. 

She also observed that 
despite the progress achieved, 
inequity still shapes the life 
course of a baby born in 

Laos, even before birth. “This 
is why equity has been one 
of the core principles that 
have guided the development 
of the Country Programme 
Document.” 

To achieve the vision 
for the rights and well-
being of Lao women and 
children by 2026, the new 
programme will have a 
special emphasis on systems 
strengthening, which was a 
key lesson learned from the 
previous country programme, 
especially as Laos moves 
toward graduating from least 
developed country status. 

To  put  the  agenda 
for children at the centre, 
UNICEF will work closely 
with a wide range of actors, 
including children and 
youth, through advocacy and 
communication approaches. 

UNICEF will continue 
to act as a leading voice for, 
with and about children, 
adolescents and youth and 
will expand engagement with 
the private sector, extending 
government partnerships 
beyond the social sectors.

Th i s  new  Coun t ry 
Programme Document also 
puts emphasis on climate 
action, with the understanding 
that the climate crisis is a child 
rights crisis. 

Climate change arguably 
poses the single greatest 
challenge to the realisation of 
children’s rights and threatens 
to undercut decades of hard-
won progress to improve their 
lives. 

Times Reporters
 
A group of 11 secondary 
school students recently left 
Laos for Japan to study in 
Japanese high schools under 
the Asia-Kakehashi Project, 
supported by the Japanese 
government.

The students have received 
full scholarships and will stay 
with a Japanese host family 
until March 2022.

Nine of the students are 
from Vientiane and two are 
from Luang Prabang province. 
They were selected based on 
their academic achievements, 
interest in Japanese language 
and culture, and their potential 
to become future leaders in 
their respective fields. 

In February, online 
interviews were conducted 
for the first time amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic in 

Times Reporters
 
Due to the rising number 
of Covid-19 infections in 
Luang Prabang province, 
the Governor has cancelled 
traditional events to mark 
the end of Buddhist Lent 
and tightened up the rules 
on social gatherings.

In other provinces, the 
popular annual festival will 
go ahead, but the standard 
virus control measures must 
be adhered to, a member of 
the National Taskforce for 
Covid-19 Prevention and 
Control has said.

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  b o a t 
racing festivals and other 
celebrations marking the 

Laos, UNICEF embark on new 
Country Programme of Cooperation

Ms Phonevanh Outhavong.

collaboration with the Lao 
Ministry of Education and 
Sports, the Embassy of 
Japan, and AFS Intercultural 
Programmes Thailand.

The Kakehashi students 
are expected to communicate 
with many Japanese people 
to deepen mutual trust and 
understanding as well as 
to build a basis for further 
friendship and cooperation 
between the two nations.

The Embassy of Japan 
expresses the sincere hope 
that they will treasure each 
day and enjoy every one of 
the new challenges they face 
in Japan.

The Asia-Kakehashi 
Project is an initiative 
announced by Japanese 
Prime Minister Abe Shinzo 
in 2017 to strengthen relations 
between Japan and the rest 
of Asia.

end of Buddhist Lent in 
Vientiane and the provinces 
are likely to be scaled down, 
however, amid widespread 
res t r ic t ions  on  soc ia l 
gatherings.

In  Luang  Prabang , 
the End of Buddhist Lent 
Festival and the Fire Boat 
Festival have been cancelled 
in an attempt to slow the 
spread of Covid.

A not ice  issued on 
October 18 by the Governor 
of Luang Prabang province 
stated that celebrations to 
mark these annual festivals 
have been cancelled and 
that the traditional practice 
of making merit through 
almsgiving at the end of 

The programme provides 
full scholarships for Asian 
high school students to live 
and study in Japan.

The first 100 students 
from Asia arrived in Japan in 
August 2018. The programme 
has since expanded, with 235 
students participating this year. 
Asia Kakehashi scholarships 

Lent will not be permitted.
The two festivals are 

major events that take place 
in Luang Prabang every 
year with three days of 
celebration.

Meanwhile, the National 
Taskforce for Covid-19 
Prevention and Control is 
working with the relevant 
sectors to draw up additional 
measures to contain the 
virus outbreak and slow the 
number of infections.

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
Information, Culture and 
Tourism is also working with 
central and local authorities 
t o  i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s 
concerning the organisation 
of festivals and weddings.

These students 
arrive in Japan 
to begin their 
studies in 
Japanese 
schools.

Students head for study in Japanese schools

Luang Prabang province cancels the End of Buddhist Lent Festival to slow the spread of 
Covid. (File photo)

Luang Prabang cancels End 
of Buddhist Lent Festival

are for Asian high-schoolers 
interested in building their 
global competence. 

Applicants interested 
in the Asia Kakehashi 
programme must meet the 
following criteria: be aged 
15-18, highly motivated, 
high-achieving students, 
learn some Japanese before 

the programme, and be able 
and willing to travel abroad 
unaccompanied.

Benefits of the scholarship 
include domest ic  and 
international round-trip 
airfare, dormitory fees, 
normal school expenses, 
health insurance in Japan and 
all programme costs.

Dr Pia Rebello Britto. 
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Times Reporters

The bodies of five people 
who were missing after 
the longboat they were in 
capsized on the Namphai 
reservoir in Xaysomboun 
province on October 13 
have been recovered.

Following the incident, 
the bodies of Mrs Vieng, 
55, and Mrs Sone, 21, were 
recovered on October 17, 
about 200 metres from 
the point where the boat 
capsized.

T h e  b o d i e s  o f  M r 
Thongphan, 63, and Ms 
Dek, 28, were found close 
by, while that of Mr Duang, 
22, was recovered about 100 
metres away.

Religious rites have been 
held for the victims of the 
tragic accident, who were 
all related, according to Lao 
Youth Radio. Somsack Pongkhao

The government is expediting 
the commercial production of 
cattle for export, notably to 
China, in anticipation of the 
opening of the Laos-China 
railway.

But while the railway 
will facilitate the transport 
of cattle, investment capital 
of 1.76 trillion kip will be 
required to run a commercial 
cattle production project, 
according to the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry.

The government  i s 
encouraging farmers in all 18 
provinces across the country 
to breed cattle for export, 
driven by growing demand 
from China.

The move comes as the 

trust fund.
The project works to 

improve the processes 
required to start and operate 
a business, and to reduce 
the costs of doing business 
in Laos.

Country Director for the 
World Bank in Myanmar, 
Cambodia and Laos, Mariam 
Sherman, said that over a 
year into the Covid-19 
pandemic, the country has 
faced significant economic 
stress, especially considering 
the effects of the crisis on 
important trade partners.

“This project has been 
prepared with urgency,” 
she said. “It can help the 
Lao government accelerate 
p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  a n d 
regulatory reforms that 
will improve the ease of 
doing business, facilitate 
trade, and support company 
competi t iveness.  Such 
reforms will help Lao firms 
weather shocks, increase 
their ability to do business 
on the ground, and provide 
access to international 
markets for necessary inputs 
and outputs.”

More funding... FROM PAGE 1

A senior official in 
Xaysomboun province, Mr 
Soundavan Sithongxay, 
told reporters the accident 
occurred at 5pm on October 
1 3 ,  w h e n  1 9  p e o p l e 
travelling on two longboats 
were returning home from 
their farms in Longchaeng 
district.

One of the boats stopped 
when it ran out of fuel, but 
the second boat’s engine 
stopped running and it 
collided with the first boat, 
after which the two craft 
capsized.

Conditions were stormy 
as tropical cyclone Kompasu 
was passing through the area 
at the time.

Fourteen of the people 
involved were able to swim 
to safety, but it is thought 
the other five were unable 
to swim.

Efforts to recover the government realises the 
strong potential for stepping 
up cattle production for 
export, particularly when 
the US$5.9 billion railway 
becomes operational in 
December.

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
Agriculture and Forestry’s 
Department of Livestock 
and Fisheries held a virtual 
meeting recently to discuss 
cattle production projects 
with relevant officials and 
entrepreneurs nationwide.

Department Director Mrs 
Vilayphone Voraphim told 
the meeting that Laos plans to 
produce at least 50,000 cattle 
annually.

The current focus is to 
raise breeding pairs that will 
produce offspring and to 
support 100 target farms to 
enlarge their herds.

Under an agreement signed 
between the governments 
of the two countries, Laos 
has been granted a quota of 
500,000 cattle for export to 
China.

Officials say there are the 
opportunities and challenges 
for Lao cattle farmers in 
strengthening cattle and 
buffalo production based on 
China’s needs in terms of 
quantity and quality.

The sale of cattle to China 
could generate huge returns, 
not only to producers and 
farmers, but also to the nation 

bodies were hampered by a 
lack of suitable equipment, 
while the water was turbid 
because of the rain and was 
about 25 metres deep in the 
search area, the official said.

The accident occurred 
about 100 metres from 
the shore and was the first 
known drowning in the 
reservoir, he added.

Provincial authorities 
are now seeking financial 
assistance for the families 
of those who drowned, as 
they are poor. Officials are 
appealing for members of 
the public who feel they 
can offer financial support 
to make contact and discuss 
possible contributions.

The Meteorology and 
Hydrology Department 
advises everyone to keep 
track of weather forecasts 
and not to take risks in bad 
weather. as a whole.

China is the largest market 
for all Lao exports, particularly 
agricultural products. From 
2015-19, the value of Lao 
exports to China increased 
by more than US$100 million 
a year.

In June, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry 
o r d e r e d  i t s  r e l e v a n t 
departments to do more 
to promote cattle farming, 
encouraging private operators 
to raise more cattle for sale to 
China.

Agriculture and Forestry 
Departments across the 
country will inform farmers 
and producers about the 
official opening of the Chinese 
market for Lao cattle. 

Chinese buyers require 
animals that are four years 
old or less and that weigh at 
least 350kg.

This means entrepreneurs 
must invest and raise cattle on a 
large scale in compliance with 
the specified requirements. 
They also need to ensure that 
their farms are disease free so 
that livestock meet the quality 
and quantity requirements for 
export.  

One of the main challenges 
facing the government’s plan 
to boost cattle production 
is the regular outbreak of 
livestock diseases, especially 
foot and mouth disease, which 
is common in Laos.

Five bodies recovered from Namphai 
reservoir after boating accident

Xaysomboun provincial authorities are searching for the bodies of the victims.
--Photo Social Economic daily newspaper

Times Reporters

The government on Tuesday 
confirmed the death of five 
more people from Covid-19, 
taking the total number of 
fatalities to 45.

In addition, 657 new cases 
of the virus were confirmed 
among 5,911 samples that 
were tested in the previous 
24 hours, according to the 
National Taskforce for 

Govt accelerates cattle 
production for export to China

These cattle are destined for export.       --Photo KPL

Covid-19 Prevention and 
Control.

One of the casualties 
was a 35-year-old man 
from Thadindaeng Neua 
village in Xaythany district, 
Vientiane.

Although he had been 
fully vaccinated, he suffered 
from respiratory problems 
and malnutrition. He tested 
positive for Covid on October 
12 and was sent for the 

treatment the same day but 
died on October 17.

The second case was a 
60-year-old man from Lak35 
village in Champhone district, 
Savannakhet province, who 
was diagnosed with diabetes 
10 years ago. He tested 
positive for Covid on October 
17 and died the following day.

The third case was 
a 16-year-old boy from 
Keooudom dis t r ic t  in 
Vientiane province. On 
October 17 he developed 
a fever and cough and had 
difficulty breathing. He went 
to see a doctor and was sent 
to the Phonhong treatment 
centre but his condition 
worsened and he died on 
October 18.

The fourth case was a 
66-year-old woman from 
Huaynamyen village in 
Naxaithong district, Vientiane. 
She caught the virus and was 
admitted to the Friendship 
Hospital on October 10. She 
had previously been diagosed 
with diabetes and high blood 
pressure. Despite doctor’s best 
efforts, she died on October 
18. The final case was a 
51-year-old woman from 
Phonxay village in Luang 

Prabang city and province. 
She had been fully vaccinated 
but suffered from diabetes 
and chronic kidney disease. 
She tested positve for Covid 
on October 13 and spent nine 
days in hospital before dying 
on October 18.

Addressing a media 
briefing on Tuesday, Director 
General of the Department 
of Communicable Diseases 
Control of the Ministry 
of Health, Dr Rattanaxay 
Phetsouvanh, said the virus 
was continuing to spread 
throughout Laos, notably in 
Vientiane and the provinces 
of Vientiane, Luang Prabang 
and Khammuan.

Of the new cases, Vientiane 
again reported the highest 
number with 239, followed by 
Vientiane province with 155, 
Khammuan province 126, 
and Luang Prabang 72.

B o r i k h a m x a y  a n d 
Xaysomboun province 
r e p o r t e d  2 5  a n d  1 6 
cases repectively, while 
Savannakhet and Champassak 
each reported nine cases.

S a r a v a n  p r o v i n c e 
reported four cases, while 
Borikhamxay recorded just 
one case.

Taskforce announces five more Covid deaths
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Excerpts from the Lao Media Photo SceneS

Pests destroy rainy 
season rice in Bokeo

Translated by Meuangkham Noradeth

Pests have destroyed rainy season rice sown by the Parkngao village group in Huayxai 
district, Bokeo province.

Upon receiving information regarding pests destroying rainy season rice, officials 
from the Labour and Social Welfare office and the Agriculture and Forestry office of 
Huayxai district went to check the land on October 14 and handed over insecticides and 
equipment to get rid of pests.

Local officials informed that pests destroyed rainy season rice sown by 12 families 
of Donkhoun village and 23 families of Namsen village. These families are a part of the 
Parkngao village group.

Pests have destroyed rice fields in 35 villages. Aphid destroyed rainy season rice sown 
on 33.74 hectares, locusts rice sown on 1.32 hectares, and caterpillars rice on 0.16 hectares.

--laoedaily.com.la, October 16

Villagers in Vapy donate to 
construct irrigation system

Villagers in Nala-ong village, Vapy district, Saravan province, have contributed funds 
to construct an irrigation system that will ensure adequate water supply for their crops 
and improve their living conditions.

Recently, the Governor of Saravan province, Mr Phoxay Sayasone, visited the area 
to support agricultural production and reviewed the progress in the construction of the 
irrigation system in Nala-ong village.

This irrigation system is important for local villagers as it will help them be self-
sufficient.

Mr Phoxay stressed that district officials, technicians, and authorities advise villagers 
on the techniques to grow crops so that the quality and quantity of the yield improves.

He also urged officials to work closely with villagers and encourage them to produce 
more crops for the domestic and international markets, he said.

Mr Phoxay handed over 20 million kip as a contribution to the construction of the 
irrigation system. He also gave 20 kinds of vegetable seeds to villagers in Nala-ong village.

Besides, Mr Phoxay supported other projects too which involve growing fruit trees 
on 150 hectares, including bananas, oranges, dragon fruit, jackfruit, and durian in Chong 
village.

Mr Phoxay visited the PPS company that produces plastic products and has hired 
local people. This is helping villagers income well and upgrade their living standards.

--Pasaxon, October 16

Vientiane police 
arrests drug dealer

Police in Sikhottabong district coordinated with Nafay police group in Pakngum district, 
Vientiane, and arrested an alleged drug dealer, and seized 965 amphetamine tablets from 
him.

Police arrested drug dealer Mr Salackchit, from Nongbouathong village, Pakngum 
district, Vientiane.

Police in Sikhottabong district informed that on September 8, they arrested a 
motorcycle thief, Mr Xay, 34, from Dongkalao village, Sikhottabong district. He confessed 
that he had sold the motorcycle to Mr Salackchit for 9,000 baht on August 30.

Police traced Mr Salackchit and learned that he was a drug dealer. Police arrested and 
seized 965 amphetamine tablets from him.

Mr Salackchit confessed that he had bought the stolen motorcycle from Mr Xay and 
the drugs from a drug dealer in Nongbeuk village, Sikhottabong district.

The case is being further investigated.
--khaosanlao.com, October 16

A representative of PTL Holding Co., Ltd., Mr Bounmy Phimmasone (left), on Monday 
hands over Covid-19 test equipment and other items worth 400 million kip to health 
officials. The supplies will be used in various districts of Vientiane.  --Photo Pathetlao

Members of the Lao-Korea Tourism Association (left) on Monday donate goods worth 
8 million kip for use during the Covid outbreak to officials from the Supreme People’s 
Prosecutor Office in Vientiane.            --Photo Pathetlao

Army personnel take part in Covid testing in Vientiane on Monday, to support efforts to 
check for the virus among officials and returning migrant workers.  

--Photo Lao National Radio

Vientiane Times, Phonpapao Village, Sisattanak District, P.O. Box 5723, Vientiane, 
Lao PDR.  Tel: (856-21) 336042, 336048, Fax: (856-21) 336041, Website www.

vientianetimes.org.la Email: info@vientianetimes.la

NOTICE
The management and staff of Lao Press in Foreign Languages
would also like to inform you that the advertising and subscription rates in the coming year 2021 
will be the same as in 2020. If you see higher rates, please let us know, and thank you in advance.

Customers can make payments online via our Website: www.vientianetimes.org.la to Vientiane 
Times bank accounts at the Bank pour le Commerce Exterieur Lao, including those who hold 
cards: BCEL China UnionPay, VISA, MasterCard, JCB, American Express, China UnionPay and 
QR Codes: BCEL Onepay, UnionPay, WeChat Pay and Alipay. 
Or, make checks payable to our office or transfer your payment to the Vientiane Times Bank 
Account (US$) A/c 010110100989471001 or (kip) A/c 01011000098947100 at BCEL. 
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World
World news in brief  

can be connected to it.
Since 5G has lower 

latency than 4G, high 
resolution videos can be 
streamed in real time with 
almost no lag compared 
with 4G.

So far, 10 trials are under 
way in Sentosa, with most 
having started in August. 
The government aims to 
have 15 trials by public 
agencies by the end of the 
year, and at least 30 by the 
first half of 2023.

The Infocomm Media 
Development Authority will 
be working with Singtel to 
identify companies that can 
offer potential 5G solutions 
for government agencies to 
support the Sentosa trials.

On choosing Sentosa 
for the tests, Mr Lim said 
the island is a “microcosm 
of Singapore and provides 
a defined environment for 
government agencies to 
study and trial (5G) use 
cases proficiently”.

Sentosa is almost entirely 
covered by Singtel’s 5G 
network for the trial except 
for a few areas where tests 
are currently not being done.

Singtel, StarHub and 
M1 have started rolling out 
5G networks with about 50 
percent coverage across the 
country now. Nationwide 
coverage is expected by 
2025.

T h e  d r i v e r l e s s 
r o a d s w e e p e r  t e s t s , 
conducted by the National 
Environment Agency  and  
Nanyang Technological 
University (NTU), could 
help pave the way for several  
vehicles to be deployed with 
just one remote operator 
as the safety driver for all. 
This could help save on 
manpower.

Tests have shown that 
the vehicle can be operated 

MOSCOW (TASS) -- As 
part of the fight against 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
a  coronav i rus - re la ted 
ban previously imposed 
on entering Russian soil 
has been lifted for family 
members of foreign citizens 
and  s ta te less  persons 
pe rmanen t ly  r e s id ing 
in Russia, the Consular 
Department of the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
stated on its Telegram 
channel on Monday.

“The anti-COVID-19 
ban on entering Russian 
territory no longer applies to 
family members of foreign 
citizens and stateless persons 
permanently residing in 
Russia (that is, having a 
residence permit in Russia). 
Family members consist of 
spouses, parents, children, 
siblings, grandparents, 

HANOI (Vietnam News/
ANN) -- Floods triggered 
by heavy rain in the central 
and Central Highlands 
regions over the past few 
days killed three people, 
injured four others and left 
one man missing, according 
to the Standing Office of the 
National Steering Committee 
f o r  N a t u r a l  D i s a s t e r 
Prevention and Control.

The victims include a 
59-year-old man in Nghe 
An Province’s Que Phong 
District and his son, 34, who 
were swept away by flash 
floods while collecting wood 
along a river on Saturday.

The other victim was 
a 69-year-old man in Hoa 
Bình province who died 
in a landslide triggered by 
prolonged, heavy rain on 
Sunday. The landslide injured 
his wife, 66, his daughter-in-
law, 35 and his granddaughter, 
15.

Rains and floods also 
caused a man, 21, from the 

from NTU which is about 
20km from Sentosa.

The teleoperation system 
that an operator uses to 
control the roadsweeper 
looks akin to a driving 
simulator and creates the 
illusion that he is sitting in 
the actual vehicle in Sentosa.

W h e n  h e  h e l p s  t o 
navigate, such as when the 
vehicle encounters tricky 
road or weather conditions, 
he can react quickly  since 
he can see the area in front 
of the roadsweeper, hear 
sounds near it and even feel 
it going over humps on the 
road.

Professor Wang Danwei 
from NTU’s School of 
Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering said i t  is 
possible  to  send over 
the video feed from the 
roadsweeper to the operator 
almost instantly with 5G. 
But with 4G, this is not 
achievable.

While there is some 
long-range Wi-Fi that can 
be as good as 5G, it requires 
equipment to be set up in 
specific locations and, even 
then, the distance it covers is 
more limited than 5G. 

Prof Wang said 5G 
is “more convenient for 
teleoperations and provides 
very large bandwidth”.

Safeguards have been 
put in place for the tests, 
such as having a safety 
driver physically in the 
vehicle and a road marshal 
who can advise the public to 
stay clear.

The various Sentosa 
trials will not be done 
during weekends and peak 
hours when there are more 
visitors.

Some trials like those 
involving drones are  in 
areas that are closed off to 
the public.

grandchildren, adoptive 
parents, adopted children, 
guardians and trustees,” the 
message reads.

The Foreign Ministry 
specified that the entry of 
the said persons into Russia 
is possible upon presenting 
a copy of a document 
c o n f i r m i n g  k i n s h i p 
status, such as a marriage 
certificate, birth certificate 
and other documents or 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f 
guardianship or trusteeship.

“In the event of the 
absence of an agreement 
on visa-free travel between 
the state of citizenship of 
a relative and the Russian 
Federation, the person who 
is doing the inviting, who 
in this case is a foreigner 
permanently residing in 
Russia, should apply to 
Russ i a ’s  Min i s t ry  o f 

Huong Hoa district of Quang 
Trị province, to disappear 
after he was swept away on 
Saturday evening.  

Local authorities of Quang 
Ngai province reported that 
heavy rains and strong winds 
also injured a person in Binh 
Son district on Sunday.  

Rain and floods also 
damaged hundreds of houses 
while landslides blocked 
roads and destroyed bridges 
in many localities, disrupting 
traffic and isolating a number 
of villages.

Seven towns and districts 
in the central province of 
Quang Binh were put on 
high alert of landslides, and 
1,903 local residents were 
evacuated. Boats in the nearby 
ports were also secured ahead 
of the bad weather.

Torrential rains caused 
power outages and flooding 
in Thua Thien-Hue province. 
In Hue City, a number of 
roads near the Huong River 
were flooded. Erosion 

So far, 10 trials are under way in Sentosa, with most having 
started in August.               --ST photo 

First S’pore... FROM PAGE 1

Internal Affairs to issue an 
invitation, which will be the 
basis for obtaining a private 
visa for his relative by the 
Russian Consular office,” 
the Foreign Ministry said.

T h e  C o n s u l a r 
Department recalled that 
work on making appropriate 
amendments to the decree 
of the Government of the 
Russian Federation dated 
March  16 ,  2020  was 
initiated by the Russian 
Foreign Ministry following 
the results of numerous 
appeals, including via social 
networks of foreigners 
permanently residing in 
Russia, as well as their close 
relatives.

The Ministry added that 
before that only family 
members of Russian citizens 
had an opportunity to enter 
Russia.

occurred on Sunday morning 
and a medium-voltage pole 
in Lam Dot Commune, A 
Luoi mountainous district 
collapsed, causing power 
outages in the area. 

Many inter-commune 
roads in Phong Dien district 
were also flooded by up to 
300mm of rainfall. Landslides 
blocked many roads in two 
mountainous districts of Ky 
Son and Que Phong in Nghe 
An province, and sections of 
National Highways 48 and 7 
crossing the province. 

Local authorities in these 
localities evacuated people 
in areas deemed high risk of 
landslides and flash floods.

Many inter-commune 
roads in Dak Glei district, the 
Central Highlands province 
of Kon Tum, were blocked.

At least four big landslides 
were detected in Dak 
Glei Town and Dak Man 
Commune, six others were 
recorded on provincial road 
673.

Kerala rains: 23 
dead, 11 NDRF teams 
deployed as MHA 
assures all help
INDIA (The Statesman) 
-- As massive downpour 
pound Kerala triggering 
landslide and floods in 
which 23 people have died 
so far, the ministry of home 
affairs has been closely 
monitoring the critical 
situation and has assured 
all possible help to the state 
administration, ministry 
officials said.
The National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
has deployed 11 teams and 
a rescue team each has 
been sent to Mallapuram, 
Alappuzha, Pathanamtritta, 
Kottayam, Palakkad and 
Kannur and two teams 
are carrying out rescue 
operations in Idukki, NDRF 
officials said.
The Indian Navy and 
Air force have also been 
deployed for relief and 
rescue operations.
More teams are on stand-by, 
the official added.

St. Petersburg to 
introduce QR-codes 
for attendance of 
events, public places on 
November 1
ST. PETERSBURG (TASS) 
-- The attendance of events 
and public places in St. 
Petersburg will require a 
QR-code beginning on 
November 1, according 
to a decree signed by 
St. Petersburg Governor 
Alexander Beglov, the 
city administration’s press 
service said on Monday.
According to the press 
service, since November 1, it 
will be necessary to present 
a QR-code indicating that 
a person has either been 
fully vaccinated, had the 
disease earlier or has a 
medical contraindication 
to inoculation in order to 
participate in “congress and 
exhibit, sports and athletic 
events with over 40 people 
attending.” According to the 
statement, the requirement 
involves swimming pools, 
gyms, theaters, circuses, 
concert halls, movie theaters, 
museums and exhibits as 
well as weddings.

Gov’t expands new 
alert level system 
beyond Metro Manila
MANILA (Philippine 
Daily Inquirer) -- The 
government will expand the 
implementation of its new 
alert level system beyond 
Metro Manila starting 
Wednesday, October 20, 
Malacañang announced 
Tuesday.
The alert level classification 
will last until October 31, 
Roque said.
The government piloted its 
five-tier alert level system 
over Metro Manila starting 
September 16.

The Foreign Ministry specified that the entry into Russia was possible upon presenting a 
copy of a document confirming kinship status, such as a marriage certificate, birth certificate 
and other documents or the establishment of guardianship or trusteeship.   --Photo Tass

Moscow lifts COVID blanket entry ban on 
families of foreigners living in Russia

Heavy rains, floods leave four 
dead and missing
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Vacancy Notice

The World Health Organization has a vacancy for the position of:

Technical Officer for HIV data
 (Special Service Agreement, one-year renewal contract)

Purpose of the Post:
The overall objective of this position is to support the National Center for HIV/AIDS and STIs (CHAS) in 
the strengthening of use and understanding of the HIV information systems, with a particular focus on 
improving the programs capacity to utilise the DHIS2 ARV tracker-based systems for HIV analysis, extraction 
of key information, improving data quality and routine statistical reports. 

Description of Duties:
Under the guidance and supervision of the HTM supervisor, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health 
(MOH), the HIV/TB/Malaria (HTM) team in the Country Office and in the Regional Office, the incumbent 
will perform the following:

1. To support the National HIV program to strengthen the strategic Information system through 
supporting system transition to DHIS2, training and supervision, and data quality assessment 
in order to use data for strategic planning and impactful action

2. Provide technical support to the CHAS on improving the HIV health information system and 
integrating the ARV tracker into HMIS on DHIS2 platform; 

3. Provide technical support to improve data quality, data monitoring and the routine statistical 
reporting of the national HIV program;

4. Assist CHAS to build capacity of health care workers in DHIS2 data entry and data analysis at 
the provincial and district levels; 

5. Assist CHAS in organizing surveillance and information systems meetings, trainings and 
conducting supportive supervision visit;

6. Assist in translation and interpretation of HIV and other related HTM documents; 
7. Provide technical and related administrative support to implement HIV related activities;

 Knowledge & skills:
•	 Demonstrated knowledge of data management programs and processes (data quality, analysis 

and use techniques)
•	 Ability to understand the principles of results-based management and develop plans, organize 

resources and take actions to ensure objectives are achieved within realistic timelines.
•	 Ability to quickly acquire a thorough working knowledge of essential WHO procedures, policies and 

rules and regulations that support WHO’s presence in countries. 
•	 Ability to work independently and take initiative. 
•	 Very good interpersonal skills with the ability to work well with, and positively relate to, 

people at all levels and from diverse cultural and educational backgrounds and orientations 
and maintain a high standard of personal conduct. 

•	 Ability to establish and maintain harmonious relationships with national and international colleagues.          
Education:
Essential: University Bachelor’s degree in computer science, information management or related field 
or its equivalent professional training. A background in developing and maintaining software and web-
based systems will be preferred  
Experience:
Essential: Minimum two years of experience in area of data management or its related field
Desirable: Experience with international organizations, an advantage
Languages: 
Fluent in Lao and High degree of competency in reading, written and spoken English
Other skills (e.g. IT):  Proficiency in standard MS Office applications.  
Interested and qualified candidates are invited to submit applications and curriculum vitae in the English 
language with a subject “ SSA Technical Officer for HIV data “to the following Email address : wplaohr@
who.int by 1 November 2021 at 17:00.
Applications without the proper subject line might be disregarded
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Times Reporters
 
The Lao National Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(LNCCI) and the Dual-
Cooperative Training (DCT) 
Service Centre recently 
held a webinar on “In-
Company Trainer Training” 
for employees of various 
companies in Vientiane.

The purpose of the 
webinar,  organised in 
collaboration with  Lanexang 
Minerals Limited (LXML), 
was to build capacity and 
upgrade the knowledge 
and skills of the company 
employees, who were trained 

HANOI (Vietnam News/
ANN) -- Although global 
coal prices have reached a 
record high, Vietnamese coal 
mining enterprises have still 
failed to increase revenue and 
profit, and some of them have 
even suffered losses.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
International Energy Agency 
(IEA), the world average coal 
price has reached the highest 
level in history with a year-
on-year hike of 110 percent 
in the past nine months of 
2021 and surging 75 percent 
compared to the beginning 
of the year, though the nine-
month global coal demand 
only increased 4.5 percent 
year-on-year, after falling 5 
percent in 2020.

However, experts from 
SSI Securities JSC (SSI) said 
that the coal price in Vietnam 
was not in line with the global 
price due to the Government’s 
strict price management 
policy that allowed only 
two firms – Vietnam Coal-
Mineral Industries Holding 
Corp (Vinacomin) and the 
Quang Ninh Province-based 
Dong Bac Corporation – to 
mine and sell coal.

Accord ing  to  SSI , 
domestic coal prices were 
usually adjusted when there 
was a large increase in 
production costs. That only 
happened once every 3-4 
years. In 2021, only the coal 
price for cement production 
was revised to increase by 9 
percent in August, while the 
coal price for thermal power 
remained unchanged to 
reduce pressure on Vietnam 
Electricity (EVN) when the 
Government was asking for 
electricity price support amid 

TOKYO (Kyodo News/
ANN) -- Japan will urge 
OPEC and its allies to boost 
oil production, industry 
minister Koichi Hagiuda 
said Friday, as prices have 
surged on concern that a 
post-coronavirus increase in 
demand will outstrip supply.

F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r 
Toshimitsu Motegi held 
phone talks with his Kuwaiti 

LNCCI strengthens skills of  
in-company trainers

Staff and trainers at the Dual-Cooperative Training (DCT) Service Centre.

to be in-company trainers 
over a period of 10 days. The 
first webinar was organised 
in early October and the 
second will be held in early 
November.

More than 20 participants 
from different companies 
participated in the webinar.

The DCT Service Centre 
was established in 2020 by 
the LNCCI. 

Based on the successful 
model of dual training 
in Germany, DCT is an 
innovative approach that 
combines school-based 
training in TVET institutions 
with  workplace-based 

training and experience in 
companies.

The  serv ice  cent re 
provides tailor-made services 
to support business with 
the planning, organisation 
and implementation of 
DCT. Through this linkage, 
companies provide trainees 
with the opportunity to 
acquire technical skills, 
knowledge and the right 
work attitude on the job. 

As a result, the companies 
benefit from a better trained, 
produc t ive  and  loya l 
workforce while reducing 
recruitment and induction 
costs. 

Japan to urge OPEC to boost oil production amid price surge
counterpart Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammed Al-Sabah 
and asked for the Middle 
Eastern country to help 
stabilise prices by increasing 
output.

The Organization of 
P e t r o l e u m  E x p o r t i n g 
Countries and its allies, 
collectively known as 
OPEC+, are set to hold a 
ministerial meeting on Nov. 

4, and Hagiuda said Japan 
will continue calling for 
increased production in the 
lead-up.

Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida instructed members 
of his Cabinet  to look 
out for the effects of the 
price surge on Japan’s 
economy, telling reporters, 
“We are closely watching 
movements in the crude 

oi l  market  as  wel l  as 
the impact on domestic 
industry and households.”

Oil prices have climbed 
sharply over the past two 
months as demand recovers 
f r o m  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic, with benchmark 
West Texas Intermediate 
crude futures rising to 
US$82.28 per barrel on 
Friday in New York.

Vietnamese firms yet to benefit 
from world coal price fever

the pandemic.
As coal was mainly 

used for thermal power, 
accounting for 72 percent 
of domestic demand, SSI 
estimated that this year’s coal 
price would rise slightly by 4 
percent compared to 2021.

Meanwhile, Vietnam had 
to import coal at an average 
price 83 percent higher in the 
past nine months compared 
to the same period last year. 

Coal production costs 
also increased due to the 

high global coal price while 
two domestic producers, 
Vinacomin and Dong Bac 
Corp, had to import about 
20-25 percent of coal from 
Australia and Indonesia 
to mix with domestic coal 
in order to meet domestic 
demand. At the same time, 
the cost of fuel also increased 
sharply, making coal mining 
more expensive.

SSI said the coal industry 
was directly affected by the 
coal fever, but the coal price 
policy was strictly controlled 
by the Government, so most 
local coal mining enterprises 
had not benefited from the 

current high prices. 
Vinacomin’s total revenue 

in the nine-month period hit 
VND94.6 trillion (US$4.11 
billion), up 2.1 percent year-
on-year, VND13.2 trillion of 
which had been added to the 
State budget. 

During the period, the 
group produced 29.67 million 
tonnes of coal and sold 33.23 
million tonnes, thus fulfilling 
77-79 percent of the yearly 
target, respectively. 

In the first half of 2021, 

the total revenue and profit of 
listed coal mining enterprises 
reached VNĐ10.6 trillion, 
down 1.7 percent and 
VND115 billion, down 8.2 
percent respectively over 
the same period last year.

In H1,  coal  mining 
enterprises said they did 
not have prospects for 
increasing selling prices 
or boosting consumption.

Data from the Ministry 
of  Industry and Trade 
showed Vietnam would 
sharply increase imports 
of coal and gas to meet 
development needs from 
now to 2030.

A coal mine in the northern province of Quang Ninh.
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CAMBODIA (The Phnom 
Penh Post/ANN) -- Non-
garment exports clocked in 
at US$3.3794 billion in the 
first nine months of 2021, 
surging by US$1.140 billion 
or 50.9 percent year-on-
year, the General Department 
of Customs and Excise of 
Cambodia (GDCE) reported.

In a press release on the 
minutes of a GDCE meeting 
last week, the department 
listed major non-garment 
exports as bicycles, wiring 
and electronic components, 
auto parts, decorative lamps, 
luxury wood, plastics and 
processed leather.

The figures “reflect the 
results of the implementation 
of the Royal Government’s 
policy to diversify the 
industrial base in Cambodia”, 
it said, naming the US and 
EU as notable buyers in 
January-September.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng told The Post on 
October 18 that although 
t h e  g l o b a l  C o v i d - 1 9 
epidemic has not abated, the 
Kingdom’s manufacturing 
and export activity continues 
to improve.

He chalked up the rise in 
exports to political stability, 
favourable investment laws 
and geographical location, 
good relations and trade ties 
with major countries, and a 

Times Reporters

Motorists in Laos have been 
hit by another increase in 
fuel prices after the Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce  
issued a notification on 
Tuesday to restructure rates in 
Vientiane and the provinces.

As a country that is 
dependen t  on  ene rgy 
imports, Laos has frequently 
restructured fuel prices this 
year in line with changing 
prices on the global market.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
notification on new prices, 
the ministry directed gas 
and fuel associations and 
businesses engaged in 
operating petrol stations to 
implement the new rates 
across Laos from 6 am on 
Wednesday.

Premium grade fuel will 
now cost an additional 450 
kip per litre, while the price 
of regular fuel will increase 
by 420 kip per litre. The cost 
of diesel will increase by 380 
kip per litre.

Drivers in Vientiane will 
pay 13,620 kip per litre of 
premium grade fuel, 11,790 
kip per litre of regular petrol 
and 10,300 kip per litre of 
diesel.

I n  e a r l y  O c t o b e r , 
motorists in the national 
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Vacancy Notice

The World Health Organization has a vacancy for the position of:

(WHO Health and Environment Programme)- National Individual/Company - Facilitating the 
Water Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS) 2021-2022 

country survey and data collection process in the country
(Short-Term Consultant/APW Contract, 40 days,  November to 30 December 2021)

Purpose of the Post:
To collect data, info, compile all data in the survey template, and report to WHO country office and 
facilitate and coordinate responses to the survey among stakeholders and to have the final response 
validated by these stakeholders

Description of Duties:
In collaboration with the Ministry of Health of Lao PDR, the WHO Representative, the WHO Health 
and Environment Programme team, the incumbent will perform the following functions:

•	 Assisting the GLASS focal points of WHO  country office (head of environmental health 
program) and Director of Nam saat to identify relevant government ministries and other key 
government as well as potential interested parties such as development partners, non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and civil society to consider involving in the process; focal points from these 
organizations shall be identified.

•	 Assisting the GLASS focal points to organizing an online inception meeting at the start of 
the GLASS process.

•	 Assisting the GLASS focal points to coordinate the gathering and reporting of responses to 
the survey among each of the above identified organizations; individual discussions among 
stakeholders may be made to complete the survey.

•	  Assisting the GLASS focal points to organize a half day validation meeting to finalize the 
survey response prior to survey submission.

•	 Being responsible for compiling and reconciling all responses into one final country submission 
in a single PDF survey form before sending to the WHO.

Education:
•	 Holding a University Bachelor’s degree in Public Health, Water or Environmental Engineering 

or related, and its equivalent professional training.
Knowledge & skills:

•	 Having knowledge in collecting data and facilitating an interview 
Experience:

•	 Essential: The consultant/APW should have work experience on WASH 
Language:  

Essential: High degree of competency in reading, writing and spoking Lao and English.
Other skills (e.g. IT): Proficiency in standard MS Office applications.

Interested and qualified individual/companies are invited to submit applications, curriculum vitae 
and (proposal for company) in the English language with a subject “ Facilitating the Water Global 
Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS) 2021-2022 country survey 
and data collection process in the country “to the following  Email address : wplaohr@who.int by 
25 October 2021 at 17:00.
Applications without the proper subject line might be disregarded

capital paid 13,170 kip per 
litre of premium grade fuel, 
11,370 kip per litre of regular 
petrol and 9,920 kip per litre 
of diesel.

The  min i s t ry  a l s o 
decided to decrease the 
prices of all types of fuel 
at the fuel reserve storage, 
making a cut of 22 kip per 
litre for premium grade, 54 
kip per litre for regular and 

76 kip per litre for diesel.
Though the government 

cut prices at the fuel reserve, 
motorists in Vientiane and 
the provinces will still have 
to grapple with the rising 
prices of fuel alongside 
an increase in prices of 
consumer goods and the 
cost of living.

According to the new 
notification,  motorists 

in  the  th ree  nor the rn 
provinces of Phongsaly, 
Oudomxay and Huaphan 
will pay the highest price 
for premium grade fuel at 
14,260 kip per litre, 14,100 
kip per litre and 14,020 kip 
per litre respectively.

The price of diesel has 
touched a new high of more 
than 10,000 kip per litre in all 
provinces across Laos. 

Motorists face another fuel price hike

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce decided to adapt fuel and gas prices in accordance 
with frequent changes in prices on the global market.

diverse skilled labour force.
“The increase in non-

garment exports shows the 
strength of Cambodia’s 
manufacturing sector and 
export market,” he said, 
stressing that the growth 
will gain traction when 
Cambodia’s trade agreements 
enter into force, and draw a 
great deal of impetus from 
the Chinese market.

He said the recently-
passed investment law, 
bilateral and multilateral 
free trade agreements, and a 
series of revisions of existing 
complex procedures will 
become a new magnet to 
attract more investors to the 
Kingdom.

The Ministry of Health 
on October 16 issued 
N o t i f i c a t i o n  N o  4 5 3 
on revised health rules, 
quarantine requirements and 
other travel conditions.

General fully-vaccinated 
inbound passengers will now 
undergo quarantine for seven 
days, whereas investors, 
technical experts, among 
others – with a guarantor or 
invitation letter – are required 
to isolate for just three days.

In the first nine months 
of 2021, the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia 
(CDC) approved 134 new 
investment projects with a 
total capital investment of 
US$3.3 billion.

Non-garment exports 
up 51percent
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESS OF INTEREST (INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT)

LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
Ministry of Industry and Commerce 

MSME Access to Finance for Emergency Support and Recovery Project 
(MSME A2F-ESR), Project no. P174169

Full-time National Consultant

Monitoring and Evaluation Officer 
REF:  LA-DOSMEP-3.4.9.F-CS-INDV 

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MOIC) of Lao PDR received financing support from the World 
Bank Group’s International Development Association (IDA) to implement MSME A2F-ESR Project (FY2021-
2025), which will provide long-term funding sources for Financial Sector, specifically Participating Financial 
Institutions (PFIs) to provide long-term credit to Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) to overcome 
the impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Department of SME Promotion (DOSMEP), Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce will be the Executing Agency (EA) for MSME A2F ESR Project. A project management team 
formed was under DOSMEP to provide overall project supervision, coordination and monitoring. The project 
has included three components: (i) Emergency and Recovery Line of Credit to MSMEs; (ii) Strengthening 
BOL Capacity to Supervise PCG Facility; (iii) Technical Assistance and Project Management. 

As part of Component 3 above, DOSMEP is seeking an experienced full-time National Consultant to 
fill the position of a Monitoring and Evaluation Officer (M&E) for the MSME A2F-ESR Project. The 
Consultant will assist PMU/DOSMEP in managing and coordinating M&E activities. The objective of 
which is collect and analysis accurate information related to Project activities to demonstrate the progress 
and the impacts of the Project, as well as to build the capacity of government and key stakeholders/
beneficiaries on M&E. The assignment will be full-time basis, in the period 24 months including the 
6 months probations and can be extended by DOSMEP as required, based on performance and project 
needs. Full TOR can be accessed at the DOSMEP’s website: http://dosmep.org/vacancies/
 
In order to qualify for this position, the candidate shall meet the following experience and 
competence requirements:

•	 Minimum under-graduate degree in management, economics, finance, banking or a relevant discipline.
•	 At least 5 years of experience in financial sector, preferably with commercial banks
•	 In-depth understanding of the financial/banking sector.
•	 Knowledge of PCGFs will be an advantage.
•	 Working experience with MSMEs will be an advantage.
•	 Experience in designing, managing and implementing complex assignments. 
•	 Excellent (English) verbal and written communication skills.
•	 Advanced experience of Microsoft Excel/Word/Power Point or similar programs.
•	 Excellent work planning, organization sense, reporting, interpersonal and team working skills.

The Consultant will be selected in accordance with the “World Bank Procurement Regulations for IPF 
Borrowers”, July 2016, revised November 2017 and August 2018, under Individual Consultants (IC) 
selection method. The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to Section III, paragraph 3.14, 3.16 
and 3.17 of the said Regulations, setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.  

The MSME A2F-ESR now invites interested applicants to submit the express of interest and provide 
information indicating that you are qualified to perform the services (curriculum vitae with expressions 
of interest and references). Interested Applicants may obtain further information at the address below. 
Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below or no later than October 26, 2021, 16:00 
o’clock (submissions via email are also acceptable). Only Short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Department of SME Promotion, Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
Attn: Mr. Bountheung Douangsavanh, Director General
Contact number: +856 21 414064; Email: bountheung.d@laomoic.org    
Cc: amphaphonet@yahoo.com; psengkeo99@gmail.com; sith.itc@hotmail.com; sheena.cbb@outlook.com 
Nongbone Rd, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR, P.O. Box 474 

REQUEST FOR EXPRESS OF INTEREST (INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT)

LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
Ministry of Industry and Commerce 

MSME Access to Finance for Emergency Support and Recovery Project 
(MSME A2F-ESR), Project no. P174169

National Consultant for Developing the SME Fund Data-Base
Reference No. LA-DOSMEP-3.3.1-CS-INDV 

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MOIC) of Lao PDR received financing support from the World 
Bank Group’s International Development Association (IDA) to implement MSME A2F-ESR Project (FY2021-
2025), which will provide long-term funding sources for Financial Sector, specifically Participating Financial 
Institutions (PFIs) to provide long-term credit to Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) to overcome 
the impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Department of SME Promotion (DOSMEP), Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce will be the Executing Agency (EA) for MSME A2F ESR Project. A project management team 
formed was under DOSMEP to provide overall project supervision, coordination and monitoring. The project 
has included three components: (i) Emergency and Recovery Line of Credit to MSMEs; (ii) Strengthening 
BOL Capacity to Supervise PCG Facility; (iii) Technical Assistance and Project Management. 

As part of Component 3 above, DOSMEP is seeking an experienced part-time National Consultant to 
assist DOSMEP in the development of the SME Fund Data Base. The consultant will be required to 
work closely with SME Promotion Fund team and International and National M&E Officers to Design 
harmonized monitoring approach for all funds (SME A2F and others) managed by the SME Fund; 
Develop Web-applications (including database) with access rights for different users and standardized 
reporting queries, forms and loan utilization reports; Develop manual for different users; Maintenance 
of the data base and data backup; and Carry out initial and annual refresher Trainings and continuous 
On-the-Job Training for different user types (PFIs, SME Fund, project staff as required).

This will be a lump-sum assignment with an estimated time-input of up to 75 person-days (including 
12 days of maintenance of the data base and data backup-once each month) within the period of 1 and 
half years. This contract period can be extended if required, during the period of the project. Full TOR 
can be accessed at the DOSMEP’s website: http://dosmep.org/vacancies/
 
In order to qualify for this position, the candidates shall meet the following experience and competence 
requirements:

•	 Bachelor’s degree in information technology, database management or web-design.
•	 At least 4 years of experience in database development and management with full stack (front-

end and back-end applications).
•	 Experience with CSS, HTML, PHP, SQL and JavaScript languages.
•	 Skills in document design (MS Word or Google Docs), databases maintenance (MS Access,
•	 MS Excel or Google Sheets) and visual presentations (MS PowerPoint or other tools).

The Consultant will be selected in accordance with the “World Bank Procurement Regulations for IPF 
Borrowers”, July 2016, revised November 2017 and August 2018, under Individual Consultants (IC) 
selection method. The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to Section III, paragraph 3.14, 3.16 
and 3.17 of the said Regulations, setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.  

The MSME A2F-ESR now invites interested applicants to submit the express of interest and provide 
information indicating that you are qualified to perform the services (curriculum vitae with expressions 
of interest and references). Interested Applicants may obtain further information at the address below. 
Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below or no later than October 26, 2021, 16:00 
o’clock (submissions via email are also acceptable). Only Short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Department of SME Promotion, Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
Attn: Mr. Bountheung Douangsavanh, Director General
Contact number: +856 21 414064; Email: bountheung.d@laomoic.org    
Cc: amphaphonet@yahoo.com; psengkeo99@gmail.com; sith.itc@hotmail.com; sheena.cbb@outlook.com 
Nongbone Rd, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR, P.O. Box 474 
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Vansay Tavinyan

Weaving textiles 
helps families 
of Longmat 
Tay group in 

Kham district, Xieng Khuang 
province to earn good income 
and live a better life.

Longmat Tay group 
is located in the northeast 
of Kham district, 18 km 

away from the town. The 
group comprises 11 villages, 
1,143 families, 6,702 people 
including 3,320 women.

The main occupation of 
the residents in this group is 
farming, textile weaving and 
breeding livestock.

Ms Keo Vongphachan 
is a resident of Phathang 
village. Like other villagers 
she cultivates rice, corn, and 
breeds livestock in her fields.

In order to conserve and 
promote the skills of textile 
weaving locally which have 
been practiced since ancient 
time, in 1999, Ms Keo started 
to weave textiles with one 
loom. She weaved by herself 
and brought the textiles to sell 
in the markets from which 
her and her family profited.

Later, provincial and 
district authorities supported 
local residents to begin 
producing on a marketing 
production level to improve 
the potential and ability of 

Textile weavers earn good income and a better life in Kham district

people to generate more 
income and to rise above 
poverty.

Seeing a good opportunity 
and realising that women 
in this group have a long 
tradition of textile weaving, 
in 2009, Ms Keo created a 
budget to support women 
in nearby villages of the 
Longmat Tay group to weave 
textiles, providing them with 

23 looms. She helped the 
villagers by buying cotton, 
silks and tools. And the 
people responded by building 
looms for themselves. Then 
Ms Keo bought the products 
from the group’s members to 
sell in the markets.

The products made by the 
group’s members are Sinh 
(Lao traditional skirt) and 
Phaebieng (Lao traditional 
sash) and other products 
depending on the demand of 
markets. 

When the  products 
became more popular, 
Ms Keo did research and 
extended the market for the 
products by selling them in 
larger markets throughout 
Xieng Khuang followed by 
other provinces.

She also created and 
designed many patterns of 
textiles by herself and she 
encouraged the members 
to produce enough textiles 
to reach the demand of 

markets while guaranteeing 
the quality.

The Longmat Tay textile 
weaving group consists of 
five villages; Phathang, 
Nhaina-nhong, Heeb, Thang, 
and Huad. There are 850 
weaving looms and each 
family has at least two looms. 
The volume of weaving in 
each village is dependent 
on their ability, raw product 
quality and the seasons. The 
rainy season is agricultural 
or farming period and the 
amount of textile products 
is less because people are 
working on farming, but 
during the dry season the 
number of products will be 
increased by two or three 
times depending on how 
much free time they have to 
do their weaving.

The number of products 
also depends on the level of 
difficulty of each traditional 
pattern, for example weaving 
a sinh with easier patterns 
will get seven to eight pieces 
per month but if it is done 
with more difficult patterns, 
they will get only three to 
six pieces per month. For 
weaving Phaebieng, one 
loom will get 10-15 pieces 
per month.

From weaving, people 
in the five villages earn 25 
million to 50 million kip 
a year (depending on the 
number of weavers and 
looms in each family).

Ms  Keo  sends  ou t 
products to her customers 
five times a month 500 pieces 
a time. 

The price of each piece 
depends on the patterns 
and quality of the finished 
materials. The price of a 
Sinh is 85,000 kip a piece 
at lowest and 500,000 kip a 
piece at highest. The price of 
Phabieng is 100,000 kip at 
least and 200,000 kip at most.

T h e  m a i n  m a r k e t s 

are  in  Vient iane,  and 
other provinces such as 
Savannakhet, Champassak, 
Luang Namtha and Bokeo.

In total, Ms Keo invests 
7,260 million kip a year and 
profits close to 240 million 
kip.

Ms Keo’s family has five 

members including three 
women with four main 
labourers. The family has a 
permanent house, one car, and 
two motor bikes.

Ms Keo said not only 
her family is making more 
income but other families in 
the weaving group have been 
profiting too and they have a 
better life as a result.

Ms Keo said “In the future, 
my family will continue 
weaving as much as possible, 
in order to build jobs for more 
women.”

“Not only in five villages I 
also may extend the weaving 
network to another 10 villages 
in the district along with 

developing the products to 
have more forms, to match the 
trend of people at the present 
and can compete with markets 
largely,” she said.

“I will continue to design 
identify patterns of Lao 
people which we have had 
since ancient time in order to 
conserve the handwork of Lao 
ancestors, especially people in 
Longmat-tay in Kham district. 
And in order to continue 
the beautiful arts, culture, 
tradition and custom of our 
nation and ethnic groups to be 
sustainable forever.”

--Vansay Tavinyan is an 
Editor in chief of Pasaxon 
Newspaper.

Ms Keo makes silk yarn on a spinning wheel.

Ms Keo with her products.

Ms Keo organises products in her house.

Sinh and Phaebieng made of cotton and silk.
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CHINA (China Daily/
ANN) -- In a small alley in 
Jing’an Villa, a residential 
complex built in 1932 in 
Shanghai’s city centre, there 
is a 12-square-metre room.

The walls and ceilings of 
the room are covered not with 
wallpaper or paintings but 
with suits, coats and shirts. 
Three small tables that can 
be used to sew and cut cloth 
and a single bed are the only 
other items.

Outside the half-metre 
wide door is a yellowing sign 
written in red paint: Tao Ji 
Luxury Brand Tailor Shop. 
It is the studio where Tao 
Peiqing has worked since 
1997.

Tao arrived in Shanghai 
from Suzhou,  J iangsu 
province, in 1990.He was 
already a skilled tailor. After 
being introduced to Weihai 
Road Kindergarten in Jing’an 
district, he made customised 
uniforms and clothes for 
teachers and students.

“I was born in 1965. 
Many post-60s generation 
people chose to learn skills 
to make a living after leaving 
school, since it was not easy 
to find a job at that time,” 
says Tao, who mastered his 
craft as an apprentice for 
about three years and made 

Made to measure

Reels of thread wait to be used at a Mei Mei tailor outlet in 
Shanghai’s Jing’an Villa. 

Tao Peiqing alters a customer’s garment in the Tao Ji Luxury Brand Tailor Shop. 

Tao’s wife alters clothes in their shop. 
his first garment, a Chinese 
tunic suit, when he was 17.

At that time, tailors in 
Shanghai enjoyed a stellar 
reputation at home and 
abroad.

Among them, the most 
famous group was the 
“red gang tailors”.These 
were tailors who had made 
clothes for foreigners. They 
opened the first suit shops 
and established Shanghai 
Tailoring College, which 
became a national trendsetter.

Tao recalls that in the 
1980s and 1990s it was 
popular to buy fabrics and 
invite skillful tailors to make 
clothes. He used to go to 
customers’ homes to take 
their measurements and then 
make clothes for them at 
home.

Zhang Jie, owner of No 
122 Tailor Shop several lanes 
away from Tao Ji, had similar 
experiences as Tao.

Zhang came to Shanghai 
in 1985 from Taixing, Jiangsu 
province, to learn tailoring 
and he used to follow his 
mentor to spend the whole 
day with one family and 
make more than 10 pieces of 
clothes together.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
customisation business 
struggled after many foreign 
brands surged into the 
domestic market from the 
late 1990s, which forced Tao 
and Zhao to find another way 
to make a living.

“Shanghai is a very open 
city, so a large number of 
international brands poured 
into the market,” Tao says.

“European designs are 
fine, fit well, and can be 
exquisite. For example, the 
lining used by Dior and 
Chanel is made of silk or 
some fine fabrics. Moreover, 
the fabric is a monopolized 
industry and the post-
processing skill in Europe 
is very good. It is difficult to 
make good quality clothes 
without great fabric,” Tao 
says.

It was hard for our 
domestic brands to compete 
with fast retailing brands 
such as Uniqlo and Zara, 
which offer more choice. So 
some traditional brands with 
good handicrafts gradually 
left the stage,” he adds.

However, since the size 
and cuttings of foreign 
brands that are designed for 
foreigners do not fit most 
Chinese people due to their 
different body shape, the 
clothing layout needs to be 
adjusted.

“As Shanghai has always 
been a fashion capital, people 
are particular about clothes 
and pursue good brands that 
also fit well. So, altering 
clothes has become our new 
way out,” he adds.

Tao’s tailoring business 
was booming and more 
people joined.

Tao recalls that there were 
eight to 10 tailor shops in the 
villa, like Tao Ji, in 2010. 
And during the peak period, 
about 28 stores in the nearby 
shopping malls asked Tao to 
alter clothes.

Gradually,  business 
improved so much that they 

all hired extra staff.
“Working over t ime 

became normal for me 
to finish orders in time. I 
often stayed up until 3 am. 
Sometimes I fell asleep at the 
sewing machine,” Tao says.

Other tailor outlets such 
as Mei Mei, Xiao Huang, and 
Xiao Hang were latecomers 
that launched their stores after 
2000. They benefited from 
the agglomeration effect and 
received many orders from 
some fast-retailing brands and 
are still open along with Tao 
Ji and No 122.

Although the number of 
people joining the industry 
is increasing, altering clothes 
is never as easy as actually 
making them.

Each set of ready-to-
wear clothes has a different 
model and cutting. A good 
tailor needs to make it fit 
the customer’s body shape 
without damaging the original 
model,” Tao says.

Tao explains that altering 
a suit begins with measuring 
the shoulder width, chest, 
waist, sleeve length and other 
dimensions. Then comes 
removing the lining, drawing, 
cutting and resewing the suit 
according to the customer’s 
body shape while keeping the 
original model.

“Each step takes time and 
consumes labor and it takes a 
skilled tailor about two days 
to change a suit,” Tao says.

O v e r  t h e  y e a r s , 
e-commerce has made an 
impact and orders received 
by those tailor stores have 
decreased. Among the five 

stores, only Tao Ji still hires 
tailors to help.

At the same time, emerging 
online altering platforms, such 
as eTailor, which provide a 
more convenient clothing 
altering mode, are attracting 
customers from the traditional 
tailoring industry.

The high offline cost also 
made it hard for alteration 
stores to survive. Tao Ji pays a 
5,000 yuan (US$774) rent per 
month while Mei Mei pays 
7,000 yuan.

But Tao says the biggest 
challenge of the alteration 
business is not about rent or 
emerging competitors but that 
there are no successors.

“Tailoring now is a job 
that needs a lot of effort but 
has less income. So there are 
few young people who are 
willing to learn the skill,” 
Tao says.

Tao once met a college 
student who majored in 
fashion design, who asked him 
to help her cut the graduation 
works because she only knew 
how to draw.

“You need to have 
a concept of the material 
selection and cutting methods 
in your mind before drawing. 
And all process needs to 
be completed by yourself. 
Otherwise, how can you 
become a designer?

“Our designers have ideas 
but lack basic skill. In Europe, 
most young designers learn 
skills and theories together, 
and we should provide more 
opportunities for our young 
designers to not only learn but 
also practice,” he adds.
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Lamphone Pasanthong
 
Ms Bounmy, a resident of 
Luang Prabang province: 
I’m glad that the railway 
operator has informed 
everyone about the rules 

and warned people not 
to interfere with the 
railway in any way. To 
ensure that these rules are 
complied with, village 
administrations should 
make sure that everyone 

What should be done to ensure railway safety?
To ensure that the railway is able to operate safely and efficiently, the  

Laos-China Railway Company Ltd. has warned people living alongside the track to comply with strict rules 
to prevent accidents. Vientiane Times asked members of the public for their thoughts on railway safety.

in the neighbourhood is 
aware of them and of the 
need to observe them. The 
railway is something new in 
Laos so many people don’t 
understand how it works 
and the dangers it can pose. 
People should respect the 
regulations and everyone 
should learn to live safely 
with the railway and not do 
anything that might disrupt 
its operation. 
   
Ms Manivanh, a resident 
of Sikhottabong district, 
Vientiane: I read about the 
man who was electrocuted 
while cutting cables on a 
section of the railway in 
Vientiane. The government 
has spent a lot of money 
on developing our country 
but there are still many 
obstacles to development. 
If we can remove these 
obstacles, then we will 
see real progress. I know 
the authorities work hard 

every day to deal with 
problems and that people 
are punished for their 

crimes, but it seems that 
violations increase every 
day. Something needs 
to be done to tackle the 
root of this problem. I 
think officials should pay 
more attention to scrap 
metal dealers and work 
more closely with the 
public to protect state 
property. Law-breakers 
should always be fined 
or otherwise penalised, 
so that deterrents are 
effective in discouraging 
crime. 

Mr Thanasack, a 
resident of Naxaithong 
district, Vientiane: It’s 
good that everyone 
has been warned about 
railway safety, as there 
is a huge temptation for 
people to steal things 
from the track that have 
commercial value. It’s 
important that we all 
understand the dangers 
of interfering with the 
railway. Of course, we 
would all like to see 
the railway come into 
service as planned, and 
that safety is ensured for 
all concerned. I would 
like to ask the operator 
to deal with all problems 
around the railway, 
especially with regard to 
compensation for those 
who had to give up their 
land or other property 
so the railway could be 
built.  
 
Ms Phaimaniphone, 
a government official 
in Xaythany district, 
Vientiane:  It’s important 
that everyone is aware 
of the hazards along the 
railway and know that 
they should not come 
within two metres of 
the track. Everyone 
should respect the rules 

to prevent accidents 
and parents should 

educate their children 
about the dangers posed 
by the railway. We should 
remember that railway is 
the property of the entire 
population so we should all 
make an effort to ensure it 
is properly maintained and 
has a long life. 

Mr Bounsavard, a resident 
of Vientiane: I think railway 
safety will be quite difficult 
to maintain, because it’s 
quite complicated. With the 
Covid pandemic still raging, 
more and more people are 

unemployed. This causes 
social problems and is 
leading to more incidents of 
theft. To address this issue, I 
think local authorities must 
do more to protect state 
property in their area.    
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BEIJING (China Daily/
ANN) -- Climate change 
poses the biggest existential 
threat to humanity. As world 
leaders prepare to renew their 
pledge to combat the crisis 
amid increasingly frequent 
natural hazards and the raging 
pandemic, one measure that 
so far remains grossly under-
tapped is the transformative 
role that education can play 
in mitigating climate change.

In the lead up to the 26th 
session of the Conference 
of the Parties to the UN 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (COP 26), 
more countries have been 
committing to achieving 
carbon neutrality by 2050. 
This includes using regulation 
and policy to improve energy 
efficiency, develop alternative 
energy sources, reduce overall 
energy consumption, and 
minimise wastage.

These measures require 
financing, public consensus, 

Education can catalyze climate action

and lifestyle changes. And they 
will have profound impacts on 
countries’ industrial structures 
and economic policies which 
may lead to a short-term jolt 
to the global economy.

But these actions are a 
vital step toward ending the 
worldwide, indiscriminate 
exploitation of low-cost 
natural resources that is 
now taking its toll on the 
environment and fuelling 
the climate crisis. Asia and 
the Pacific is responsible 
for nearly half of global 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
more than 60 percent of people 
in the region work in sectors 
that are highly susceptible to 
changing weather patterns. It 
is clear that the battle against 
climate change will be won 
or lost in Asia and the Pacific.

This is why Asia and 
the Pacific must promote a 
new paradigm of economic 
development that can turn 
climate actions into drivers 

of economic growth that are 
ecologically sustainable and 
climate-friendly. Pursuing 
this new paradigm requires a 
fundamental transformation 
of the mindset and lifestyle of 
future generations.

Education in the region 
and beyond can and must 
become an active agent in 
catalysing climate mitigation 
and adaptation in line with the 
global agreements. Education 
can be transformative in at 
least three ways.

First, universal values 
such as global citizenry and 
sustainable development 
must be incorporated into 
mainstream, foundational and 
formative years of study. This 
will help students become 
self-directed, lifelong learners. 
It will also help to raise self-
awareness, enable a cultural 
transformation, and change 
the mindsets and lifestyles 
of future global citizens 
equipping them with the tools 
to lead and actively support 
sustainable development. 
This is why young leaders like 
Greta Thunberg and Malala 
Yousafzai are inspiring 
millions of young people 
around the world to make 
societies smarter, greener, and 
more inclusive and resilient.

Second, more investment 
and bet ter  qual i ty  of 
expenditure in education to 
scale up learning particularly 
for disadvantaged and 

marginalised groups including 
girls and women is the best 
strategy to support sustainable 
development. The more well-
educated people there are in a 
country, the better the capacity 
and agility of that country 
to prevent or mitigate future 
hazards.

Third, education can be 
more responsive in producing 
experts, innovators, and 
leaders with the skills to 
tackle climate change and 
other related development 
challenges. Such challenges 
include converting waste 
to energy, increasing food 
production and minimising 
food waste to feed the growing 
population sustainably, 
transitioning to clean energy 
and transport, and creating 
and preparing for green jobs.

E d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e 
cornerstone on which the 
world needs to build a 
successful transition from 
effective short-term climate 
actions to sustained, structural 
medium- to long-term 
changes that are underpinned 
by new mindsets.

Developing such an 
education system will require 
comprehensive cooperation 
between central and local 
governments,  schools, 
universities, communities, 
nongovernment organisations 
and the private sector. This 
collaboration is critical to 
develop education policies 

that will prepare and engage 
students in sustainable 
development through science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematics projects.

There are already good 
examples of climate change 
education led by some 
governments. Italy requires 
all students to take more than 
33 hours of climate change 
classes each year in higher 
secondary education. The 
Department of Education in 
the Philippines has committed 
to intensifying climate literacy 
and supporting climate action 
in schools. The Republic of 
Korea has started a project 
to transform schools into 
green campuses that will 
showcase education programs 
for environmental protection 
and the use of eco-friendly 
energy.

T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community, multinational 
corporations, and international 
NGOs are equally critical in 
harmonising and providing 
this support. The Paris 
Agreement calls for its 
signatories to undertake 
educational and public 
awareness campaigns on 
climate change, and ensure 
public participation in 
programmes to achieve its 
targets.

The Asian Development 
Bank launched the Climate 
Change Fund in 2008 and has 
since actively pursued ways to 

mainstream climate change 
issues in education. The bank 
is supporting clean energy 
in several education projects 
including preparing graduates 
with green skills.

And the Ban Ki-moon 
Foundation For a Better 
Future is urging governments 
and  the  in te rna t iona l 
community to prioritise 
environmental education, 
encourage enthusiastic young 
international leaders, and 
empower women and young 
people.

The ADB and the BKM 
Foundation will collaborate 
closely to mobilise more 
partners, resources, and 
expertise to do more and 
build back better from the 
pandemic.

At this critical juncture 
in the history of humanity, 
we must now reimagine 
education. This will bring 
about the early-stage mindset 
change that will help prepare 
the global citizens and 
innovators of tomorrow with 
the skills to address climate 
change and nurture the long-
term health of our planet.

Ban Ki-moon, chairman of 
the Ban Ki-moon Foundation 
For a Better Future, is 
former secretary-general 
of the United Nations; and 
Bambang Susantono is the 
ADB vice-president for 
Knowledge Management and 
Sustainable Development.
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Entertainment

Accountant (1 position), Lao PDR 

In an increasingly complex and interconnected world, Asia plays a crucial 
global role.  Would you be excited at the prospect of employing your 
knowledge and skills to improve lives, expand opportunities, and help 
societies flourish across this dynamic region?

You could have this opportunity at The Asia Foundation.  Informed by six decades of experience 
and deep local expertise, we address critical issues affecting Asia in the 21st century:  governance 
and law, economic development, women’s empowerment, environment, and regional cooperation.  
We work with innovative leaders and communities to build effective institutions and advance path-
breaking reforms.  Together with our partners, we are committed to Asia’s continued development 
as a peaceful, just, and thriving region of the world.

The Asia foundation’s Lao PDR Office in Vientiane is seeking to recruit qualified and motivated 
Lao national Accountant, to be responsible for maintaining the accounting system to ensure the 
accuracy of records. This position will support the Finance Manager to ensure that all accounting 
systems, policies and procedures are applied consistently with The Asia Foundation wide policy, 
Country Office and donor requirements.

Duties and Responsibilities
1. Manage and control ‘Cash Payment’ processes to ensure that payments are made accurately 

and timely. Relevant controls are also in place.
- Prepare payment vouchers, verify correct account codes, charge strings as well as the validity 

of supporting documents before passing to Finance Manager.
- Prepare petty cash vouchers in a good manner ensuring correct account codes, charge strings 

as well as the validity of supporting documents.
- Ensure all signatures are obtained for approval.
- Process E-payment via I-Banking.
- Issue withholding tax certificates.
- Review weekly Cash Sheet to ensure its accuracy before submission via Local Processing.
- Monitor cash flow and prepare fund request on a weekly basis.
- Prepare bank reconciliation, perform and document petty cash count on a monthly basis.

2. Ensure TAF financial data are accurate and in compliance with Lao Law and regulations and 
Foundation policies.
- Perform month-end (including year-end) account closing. Completeness, accuracy and 

timeliness are required.
- Perform balance sheet reconciliation to ensure its accuracy and completeness.
- Monitor and follow up business advances to avoid long outstanding balances over 60 days.
- Prepare Journal Vouchers for account adjustments (as appropriate).
- All financial data and reports as required by Financial Services in headquarter are submitted 

as per agreed timelines.
3. Provide support to Program teams in preparing or reviewing Employee Expense Report (EER 

– for staff travel) and Program Expense Report (PER – for program advance clearing), ensuring 
relevant supporting documents are attached.

4. Run PJ reports and save in shared drive to facilitate other units to easily access to the reports.
5. Carry out any other duties assigned by Finance Manager and Country Representative (CR). 

Required Qualifications
• At least three years’ experience in Accountancy preferably for an International Non-Government 

Organization (INGO);
• Experience with internal and external audits is advantageous;  
• Good interpersonal skills, a pro-active work style and cultural sensitivity;
• Attention to detail and a commitment to accuracy;
• Demonstrated ability to work independently and in timely manner;
• Willingness to work long hours during peak work times;
• Demonstrated characteristics in honesty, reliability, trustworthiness with the ability to maintain 

confidentiality;
• Proficient or fluent in English;
• Ability to express ideas and issues clearly both verbally and in writing;
• Experience in accounting for multiple projects for more than one donor agency and ensuring 

compliance with donor regulations including procurement; 
• Proficiency in using Microsoft Word and Excel and other MS Office products;
• Proficient with QuickBooks accounting software;
• Demonstrated analytical skills and attention to details  

Education: Bachelor’s degree in accounting, Finance, Banking or business management. 

Why work for The Asia Foundation?
At a critical moment in history, you will have the opportunity to help support work on the toughest 
challenges in the development/aid sector. You will work with people who address environmental 
problems in the Asia region, improve access to legal information, enhance civil society, promote 
government engagement/collaboration, and encourage learning and awareness. You will work in an 
innovative environment and build lasting relationships. The Asia Foundation, its donors, and its partners 
are unmatched throughout the region. This is an opportunity to work with and learn from some of 
the most accomplished leaders, influencers, and social entrepreneurs working in and with Asia today.

How to apply:
Qualified candidates should submit a CV and a letter of application before the  
deadline: 22 October 2021 to country.laos.general@asiafoundation.org.
 

HCM CITY (Vietnam News/
ANN) -- Vietnamese films 
are ready to go back to the 
cinema after being suspended 
due to the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

Highlighted films, Gai 
Gia Lam Chieu V – Nhung 
Cuoc Doi Vuong Gia (The 
Tricky Ladies V: Luxurious 
Lives) and Em va Trinh (You 
and Trinh), were scheduled to 
be in cinemas early this year. 

B o t h  w o r k s  w e r e 
postponed after cinemas 
in Hà Nội and HCM City, 
the two biggest markets in 

INDONESIA (The Jakarta 
Post/ANN) -- Whether it is 
new artists, scene veterans 
or young musicians paying 
respect to their predecessors, 
Indonesia keeps releasing 
fresh music. From noise 
rock to political grindcore, 
gentle piano pop to chill 
techno, here are some recent 
tunes from Indonesia worth 

Vietnamese films ready for screening

A poster from Gai Gia Lam Chieu V – Nhung Cuoc Doi Vuong Gia (The Tricky Ladies V: Luxurious 
Lives), a film about love and women which was postponed due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

Vietnamese films are ready to go back to the cinema after being 
postponed due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

the country, closed on May 
3 when the fourth wave of 
COVID-19 started in late 
April. 

Hanoi, HCM City and 
southern provinces allowed 
many activities, markets, 
supermarkets and services 
to reopen on October 1. 
However, cinemas were still 
not on the list. 

Cinemas have reopened 
in northern provinces such 
as Bac Ninh, Ha Long, Tuyen 
Quang, Yen Bai and Thai 
Nguyen. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 

representative of Thien 
Ngan (Galaxy) Studio, one 
of the country’s leading 
film distributors - cinema 
owners, the agency and other 
cinema owners and film 
producers sent a letter to the 
Prime Minister and HCM 
City People’s Committee 
proposing a reopening on 
October 15.

“We’re ready to reopen 
our cinemas in HCM City,” 
she said. 

Thien Ngan in  co-
ope ra t ion  wi th  Lo t t e 
Entertainment will distribute 

Vietnamese films including 
Gai Gia Lam Chieu V – 
Nhung Cuoc Doi Vuong 
Gia, a VNĐ46 billion (US$2 
million) production by young 
directors Bảo Nhan and Nam 
Cito.

The film is about love and 

women. Its official trailer 
was released on YouTube in 
December and has attracted 
more than 1.7 million 
viewers.

Its scheduled screening 
was cancelled three times 
starting in February due to 

the virus outbreak. 
Em va Trinh features 

the life and love of late 
songwriter Trinh Cong Sơn. 
Sơn is famous for his anti-
war songs and is called the 
“Bob Dylan of Vietnam” by 
his fans at home and abroad.

The film’s producer 
Thien Ngan and its partners 
spent more than VNĐ20 
billion (US$860,000) on the 
production. 

“We  spen t  s eve ra l 
hundred million Dong on 
marketing and advertising our 
production in local media,” 
said the film’s director Phan 
Gia Nhat Linh.

“We hope our film will be 
shown soon in cinemas and 
meet the demands of Sơn’s 
Vietnamese and foreign 
fans,” he said. 

Colourful Sounds: New Indonesian 
music, from grindcore, rap, to techn

Bali’s Milledenials mixes shoegaze and punk rock on failed relationships anthem.

checking out. BAP. - Same 
Shoes, No Company Modern 
rap: BAP. releases his new 
sample-heavy single “Same 
Shoes, No Company” (BAP.) 
(Personal collection/courtesy 
of BAP.) Cleverly titled 
“Same Shoes, No Company”, 
the new single from Jakarta 
producer Kareem Soeharjo, 
or BAP. samples retro pop 

indie acts White Shoes’ and 
The Couples Company’s 
jazzy guitar solos and 
60s-inspired pop chords. The 
first two lines are also a nod 
to Jakarta’s retro pop legend 
Naif. Featuring Kareem’s 
fast rapping, the song is a 
romantic admiration for a 
special someone “You shine 
in the dark.
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESS OF INTEREST (INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT)

LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
Ministry of Industry and Commerce 

MSME Access to Finance for Emergency Support and Recovery Project 
(MSME A2F-ESR), Project no. P174169

Full-time National Consultant

 For Partial Credit Guarantee Facility (PCGF) Coordinator for Bank of Lao PDR 
REF:  LA-DOSMEP-2.4-CS-INDV 

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MOIC) of Lao PDR received financing support from the 
World Bank Group’s International Development Association (IDA) to implement MSME A2F-ESR 
Project (FY2021-2025), which will provide long-term funding sources for Financial Sector, specifically 
Participating Financial Institutions (PFIs) to provide long-term credit to Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) to overcome the impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Department of SME Promo-
tion (DOSMEP), Ministry of Industry and Commerce will be the Executing Agency (EA) for MSME 
A2F ESR Project. A project management team formed was under DOSMEP to provide overall project 
supervision, coordination and monitoring. The project has included three components: (i) Emergency 
and Recovery Line of Credit to MSMEs; (ii) Strengthening BOL Capacity to Supervise PCG Facility; 
(iii) Technical Assistance and Project Management. 
As part of Component 2 under the MSME A2F-ESR Project, DOSMEP intends to recruit an experienced 
national consultant to support BOL strengthen its capacity to supervise and monitor the PCG facility 
(PCG Fund), in line with the Principles for Public Credit Guarantee Schemes for SMEs.”   with respect 
to Component 2. DOSMEP and BOL is seeking an experienced full-time National Consultant to fill 
the position of the coordinator for the technical assistance activities to be provided to the BOL for the 
supervision and monitoring of the PCGF in the above Project. The Consultant will assist BOL’s Credit 
Guarantee team in managing, coordinating and implementing the BOL’s technical assistance activities. 
The assignment will be full-time basis, in the period 24 months including the 6 months probations and 
can be extended if required by BOL in agreement with DOSMEP. Full TOR can be accessed at the 
DOSMEP’s website: http://dosmep.org/vacancies/ 
In order to qualify for this position, the candidate shall meet the following experience and competence 
requirements:

•	 Minimum under-graduate degree in management, economics, finance, banking or a relevant discipline.
•	 At least 5 years of experience in financial sector, preferably with commercial banks
•	 In-depth understanding of the financial/banking sector.
•	 Knowledge of PCGFs will be an advantage.
•	 Working experience with MSMEs will be an advantage.
•	 Experience in designing, managing and implementing complex assignments. 
•	 Excellent (English) verbal and written communication skills.
•	 Advanced experience of Microsoft Excel/Word/Power Point or similar programs.
•	 Excellent work planning, organization sense, reporting, interpersonal and team working skills.

The Consultant will be selected in accordance with the “World Bank Procurement Regulations for IPF 
Borrowers”, July 2016, revised November 2017 and August 2018, under Individual Consultants (IC) 
selection method. The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to Section III, paragraph 3.14, 3.16 
and 3.17 of the said Regulations, setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.  
The MSME A2F-ESR now invites interested applicants to submit the express of interest and provide 
information indicating that you are qualified to perform the services (curriculum vitae with expressions 
of interest and references). Interested Applicants may obtain further information at the address below. 
Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below or no later than October 27, 2021, 16:00 
o’clock (submissions via email are also acceptable). Only Short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Department of SME Promotion, Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
Attn: Mr. Bountheung Douangsavanh, Director General
Contact number: +856 21 414064; Email: bountheung.d@laomoic.org    
Cc: amphaphonet@yahoo.com; psengkeo99@gmail.com; sith.itc@hotmail.com; sheena.cbb@outlook.com 
Nongbone Rd, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR, P.O. Box 474 

Vat Sisaket Museum  
Vat Sisaket Museum in Vientiane is famous 
for its cloister wall housing thousands of tiny 
Buddha images and rows of hundreds of seated 
Buddhas. These images mainly date from the 
16th and 19th centuries and come in all sizes 
and are made from wood, stone and bronze. 
When: Open daily from 8am-4pm
Where: Setthathirath Road

That Luang stupa
This stupa is the most significant in Laos and 
is a symbol of both the Buddhist religion and 
a sacred place for Lao people. It was built in 
1566 by King Xaysetthathirath.
Where: That Luang village, Xaysettha district, Vientiane
When: Open every day, 8:00am-12:00am; 
1:00pm-4:00pm

Classified

B. Nongbouathong, 
Sikhottabong district, 

Vientiane Lao PDR 
Tel: 217 243, 

Moblie: 020 55516138

ໂຮງພິມ ມັນທາຕຸລາດ
Manthaturath Printing Press

What’s on
Music contest

Laos-China 
Railway Co., 
Ltd. invites 
songwriters 
and musicians 
to enter this 
contest, titled 
“Laos-China 
train”. The 
winner will 
receive 20 
million kip in 
cash.
When: Entries 
accepted until 
October 20
Where: 
Email your song to ljhgjbx@lcrc.ltd and for more 
information call 020 58882638.

Painting competition
Indian Council for Cultural Relations is 
conducting an online Global Poster and Painting 
Competition on the theme “My idea of India”. 
This may include how you envision the India of 
yesterday, today and the India which will merge 
from amalgamation of tradition & heritage with a 
modern scientific technological outlook.  Foreign 
nationals can also participate. There will be 
prizes in both categories. Best of the works /
expressions will be exhibited in leading Art 
Galleries of India and abroad. 
When: Deadline is October 31.
Where: For more details, please visit, https://
iccr.gov.in/Iccr4Art/index.php

Scholarships in Japan
JDS is 
accepting 
applications 
for 2-year 
master’s 
degree 
programmes 
at Japanese 
universities 
for the 
academic 
year 2022-
2023. 
Courses will 
be taught in 
English. 
When: 
Applications 
accepted until 
November 5.
Where: Visit our website for more information 
and download the application documents at 
https://jds-scholarship.org/country/laos/index.
html
For more information Call or WhatsApp 020 
55519802, or email jds.laos@jice.org

Indian scholarships
The Ministry of Ayush (Ayurveda, 
Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and 
Homeopathy), the Government of India, has 
announced scholarships for Lao students for 
undergraduate, post-graduate courses and 
doctoral studies in Indian universities. 
Courses in Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha, 
Homopath for 2021-22 acdemic year.
Applicants are required to have a good 
knowledge of English.
When: Online applying until October 31.
Where: For further information, please visit: 
a2ascholarships.iccr.gov.in.

Free online 
computing and 
programming

Those interested in computing and 
programming are invited to apply to join this 
free course. The course is a self-paced and 
provides an introduction to computing and 
programming. 
Where: For more information visit https://bit.
ly/3bXsu9i
When: Available now.

Blood donation

The National Blood Transfusion Centre is in 
need of blood urgently because less people 
have donated during the recent Covid-19 
spread. The centre invites members of the 
public to take part in blood donation..
When: Daily from 8:30 to 6pm.
Where: The second floor of the new building 
of National Blood Transfusion Centre, Lao 
Red Cross, Xiengyeun village, Chanthabouly 
district, Vientiane. For more information call 
021 214763; 030 5487539
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SPORT REQUEST FOR EXPRESS OF INTEREST (INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT)
LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
MSME Access to Finance for Emergency Support and Recovery Project 

(MSME A2F-ESR), Project no. P174169
Part-Time National Consultant

 To Assist in the Design and Establishment of a Partial Credit Guarantee Facility 
(PCGF) and developing the Legislation, Regulations, Guidelines and to train the 

relevant staff of the BOL to Supervise the Partial Credit Guarantee Facility (PCGF)
REF:  LA-DOSMEP-2.3-CS-INDV 

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MOIC) of Lao PDR received financing support from 
the World Bank Group’s International Development Association (IDA) to implement MSME 
A2F-ESR Project (FY2021-2025), which will provide long-term funding sources for Financial 
Sector, specifically Participating Financial Institutions (PFIs) to provide long-term credit to 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) to overcome the impact of the COVID 19 
Pandemic. Department of SME Promotion (DOSMEP), Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
will be the Executing Agency (EA) for MSME A2F ESR Project. A project management 
team formed was under DOSMEP to provide overall project supervision, coordination and 
monitoring. The project has included three components: (i) Emergency and Recovery Line of 
Credit to MSMEs; (ii) Strengthening BOL Capacity to Supervise PCG Facility; (iii) Technical 
Assistance and Project Management. 

As part of Component 2 under the MSME A2F-ESR Project, DOSMEP is seeking an experienced 
Part-Time National Consultant to support two international consultants (to be selected under separate 
TORs) to provide technical assistance to DOSMEP and BOL with a view to:

•	 Assist an International Consultant to assist in the design and establishment 
of a Partial Credit Guarantee Facility (PCGF), based upon the Feasibility 
Study for the Establishment of a PCGF which was completed on December 
26, 2020. 

•	 Assist an International Consultant to assist BOL in developing the Legislation, 
Regulations, Guidelines and to train the relevant staff of the BOL to Supervise 
the Partial Credit Guarantee Facility (PCGF).

This will be Part-time intermittent assignment with approximately input about 120 working 
days over a period of 24 months. Number of input and duration of contract may be extended 
subject to project requirements. Full TOR can be accessed at the DOSMEP’s website: http://
dosmep.org/vacancies/
 
In order to qualify for this position, the candidate shall meet the following 
experience and competence requirements:

•	 Minimum under-graduate degree in management, economics, finance, 
banking or a relevant discipline.

•	 At least 5 years of experience in financial sector, preferably with commercial banks
•	 In-depth understanding of the financial/banking sector.
•	 Knowledge of PCGFs will be an advantage.
•	 Working experience with MSMEs will be an advantage.
•	 Experience in designing, managing and implementing complex assignments 

will be an advantage
•	 Excellent (English) verbal and written communication skills.
•	 Advanced experience of Microsoft Excel/Word/Power Point or similar 

programs.
•	 Excellent work planning, organization sense, reporting, interpersonal and 

team working skills in differing cultural context.

The Consultant will be selected in accordance with the “World Bank Procurement Regulations 
for IPF Borrowers”, July 2016, revised November 2017 and August 2018, under Individual 
Consultants (IC) selection method. The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to Section 
III, paragraph 3.14, 3.16 and 3.17 of the said Regulations, setting forth the World Bank’s 
policy on conflict of interest.  

The MSME A2F-ESR now invites interested applicants to submit the express of interest and 
provide information indicating that you are qualified to perform the services (curriculum 
vitae with expressions of interest and references). Interested Applicants may obtain further 
information at the address below. Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address 
below or no later than October 25, 2021, 16:00 o’clock (submissions via email are also 
acceptable). Only Short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Department of SME Promotion, Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
Attn: Mr. Bountheung Douangsavanh, Director General
Contact number: +856 21 414064; Email: bountheung.d@laomoic.org    
Cc: amphaphonet@yahoo.com; psengkeo99@gmail.com; sith.itc@hotmail.com; 
sheena.cbb@outlook.com 
Nongbone Rd, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR, P.O. Box 474 

Sangkhomsay 
Bubphanouvong
 
The Lao women’s football 
team will take to the pitch 
with renewed vigour when 
they take on host Bahrain 
in their second match of the 
AFC Women’s Asian Cup 
India 2022 Qualifiers on 
October 24.

They are determined 
to improve on their score 
after losing 0-4 to Chinese 

Taipei in the first match of 
the tournament on Monday. 

This will be the first 
time Laos has played a 
match against Bahrain 
and the squad will play 
an attacking a game and 
do their best to get three 
points from the match.

I n  o t h e r  m a t ches , 
Chinese Taipei will take on 
Bahrain on October 24.

The winners in each group 
of the competition will join 

the four teams - champions 
Japan, 2018 runners-up 
Australia and third-placed 
China as well as the host 
India which automatically 
qualifies for the finals – to 
make up the 12 teams that 
will vie for the continent’s 
premier women’s national 
team title.

India will host the finals 
of the AFC Women’s Asian 
Cup from January 20 to 
February 6, 2022.

A Lao player (left) tries to get the ball from a Chinese Taipei player in their first match on Monday 
at the AFC Women’s Asian Cup India 2022 Qualifiers at the Khalifa Sports City Stadium in 
Bahrain.                                                                                              --Photo Lao Football Federation

Lao women have uphill battle 
at AFC Qualifiers in Bahrain

Online advertisement
Advertising your products 
at www.vientianetimes.org.
la will bring benefits to your 

company.  
Customers around the world 

will appreciate the quality 
of your products via the 

Vientiane Times website. For 
more information please contact:  Tel: 336042, 336048   

Fax: 336041,  Email: itvtimes@gmail.com


