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Students in the Faculty of 
Agriculture, under the 
National University of Laos 
(NUOL), and farmers will 
be able to get lessons and 
practice in modern agriculture 
in order to boost the efficiency 
of agriculture, thanks to the 
support of an agricultural 
solutions company from 
South Korea, the Greengoods 
Company Limited.

The company has provided 
equipment to enable practical 
education for students and 
farmers in the Faculty of 
Agriculture community, 
as well as boost efficiency 
in agricultural production, 
and most importantly to 
turn traditional agricultural 
production into a modern 
agricultural practice.

A ceremony to hand 
over equipment for use in 
the project took place on 
Wednesday at the Faculty of 
Agriculture, Nabong Campus.

The event was organised 
by  the  Korea  Trade-
Investment Promotion 
Agency (KOTRA) Vientiane, 
Commercial Section of the 

Greengoods Company backs modern 
agricultural practices in Laos

Mr Jaewon Lee (first right) presents an equipment symbol to Mr Thongoum Inthaphone.

Embassy of the Republic of 
Korea.

Present on the occasion 
were Dean of the Faculty of 
Agriculture, Mr Thongoum 
Inthaphone; the CEO of 
Greengoods, Mr Jaewon 
Lee; officials involved and 
representatives from KOTRA 
Vientiane.

The items provided 
included two tractors, five 
two-wheel tractors, and two 
rice transplanters, worth 

US$33,615 in total.
Meanwhile, the Milk 

for Lao organisation, under 
Greengoods, will arrange 
an online seminar to share 
experiences on how to 
effectively use the equipment 
in actual agricultural work. 

G r e e n g o o d s  h a s 
successfully led the poultry 
business by introducing the 
Korean farming cooperative 
system in Laos.

Phomphong Laoin

The Laos-China Railway 
Company has carried out a 
test run of the first electrically-
powered train to use the 
railway, which travelled from 
Xaythany district in Vientiane 
to the Chinese border in Boten 
last weekend.

The trial run took place 
ahead of the official start 
of railway operations next 
month. 

A company official told 
Vientiane Times on Tuesday 
that a technical inspection of 
the 422.4-km railway took 
place last month and the first 
test runs of the train are now 
underway.

Government officials will 
board the train for a test run 
on November 17.

The EMU CR200J train 
has been painted red, blue and 
white to reflect the colours of 
the Lao flag and can run at 
speeds of up to 160km per 
hour. 

It has nine carriages 
including a locomotive, a 
dining coach, a first-class 
and six second-class coaches, 

Souksakhone Vaenkeo

Prime Minister Phankham 
Viphavanh has entrusted the 
ministries concerned to draw 
up plans to reopen the country 
to tourists.

The Prime Minister’s 
Office on Friday issued a 
notice outlining the premier’s 
guidance on the matter.

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
Information, Culture and 
Tourism was assigned to 
work with the Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce, 
the Lao National Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, 
the National Taskforce 
for Covid-19 Prevention 
and Control and other 
relevant bodies to draw up 
a standardised plan for the 
reopening process. 

Guidance on the plan was 
given after the Ministry of 
Information, Culture and 
Tourism proposed to trial the 
entry of vaccinated tourists 
from the Republic of Korea.

Now the prime minister 
has advised the ministries and 
sectors concerned to devise a 
uniform and comprehensive 
plan to reopen Laos’ borders 
to other visitors, not only 
vaccinated Korean tourists.

State authorities and the 
Lao National Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry were 
told to work with business 
operators to make sure they 
are prepared to welcome 
visitors when the country 
reopens.

Once the plan is finalised, 
the ministries involved will 
submit it to the prime minister 
to seek guidance.

Earlier this month, the 
government told the ongoing 
2nd ordinary session of the 
National Assembly’s 9th 
legislature that it plans to 
open up the country.

PM Phankham told 

Excitement builds as 
train undergoes test run  

A train operated by the Laos-China Railway Company makes a test run from Vientiane to the Chinese border.

providing 720 seats in total.
T h e  L a o s - C h i n a 

Railway is a project that 
combines China’s One Belt, 
One Road Initiative with 
Laos’ ambition to use its 
landlocked status to become 
a land link. The railway 
runs south from Kunming 
in Yunnan province, China, 

to Vientiane.
The Lao section of 

the railway has been built 
according to  Chinese 
administrative and technical 
standards. 

Freight and passenger 
trains will  run on the 
electrically-powered rail line, 
which is scheduled to open on 

December 2. It is expected 
that the railway will cut the 
cost of transport through Laos 
by 30-40 percent compared to 
travel by road, thus giving a 
boost to trade and investment.

The railway runs from 
through the provinces of 
Vientiane, Luang Prabang, 
Oudomxay and Luang 

Namtha, passing through 75 
tunnels.

There are 10 passenger 
s ta t ions in  Vient iane, 
Phonhong, Vangvieng, Kasy, 
Luang Prabang, Nga, Xay, 
Namor, Nateuy and Boten.  
There are also 22 stations for 
the loading and unloading of 
freight.

Ministries 
to outline 
plans to 
reopen 
Laos
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Phetphoxay Sengpaseuth 

The government is working 
to integrate the Second 
National Plan of Action on the 
Prevention and Elimination 
of Violence against Women 
and Children (2021-2025) 
and the Fourth National Plan 
of Action on Gender Equality 
(2021-2025) into the plans of 
all 18 provinces and related 
ministries.  

The Action Plans were 
officially endorsed by the 
government in May this year 
and Prime Minister’s decrees 
on the implementation of 
the plans were issued in 
September. 

Workshops are now 
taking place to ensure policy 
is translated into actions on 
the ground. 

During a  workshop 
held on November 4, each 
provincial and ministry 
leader presented their plans 
and operationalisation 
mechanisms, including 
key indicators, milestones, 
activities, coordination and 
monitoring frameworks. 

Speaking at the meeting, 
UNFPA Representative Ms 

Times Reporters

The Asia Foundation is 
continuing to support the 
Administrative Chambers of 
the People’s Supreme Court 
in helping to provide legal 
aid throughout the country 
and to improve the fairness 
of village mediation.

Speaking at a workshop 
for the People’s Supreme 
Court, Chief of the Party Legal 
Aid Support Programme, the 
Asia Foundation, Ms Sophia 
Cason, said the Foundation’s 
support aims to promote the 
rule of law through fairer, 
more consistent, and more 
transparent delivery of 

justice.
This will encourage 

compliance with the law 
and the greater inclusion 
of women, the poor and 
traditionally underserved 
populations.

The Asia Foundation is 
working with the Ministry 
of Justice to support legal 
aid offices in nine provinces 
and in Vientiane and also to 
support work to strengthen 
Village Mediation Units. 

Ms Cason sa id  the 
Foundation is trying to 
improve the representation 
of marginalised groups, 
including helping to increase 
the number of women in the 

justice sector and improve 
gender sensitivity in the 
treatment of women by the 
justice sector.

Co-chairing the meeting, 
Vice President  of  the 
People’s Supreme Court, Mr 
Bounkhouang Thavisack, 
and others in attendance 
a p p r o v e d  i m p o r t a n t 
documents that are used in 
administrative proceedings 
including 40 documents 
relating to petitions, letters of 
invitation, appeal requests, 
cancellation requests, and 
judgments. 

With the support of the 
United States through the 
US Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the 
Ministry of Justice recently 
opened the first-ever Legal 
Aid Office.

The Legal Aid Office 
will provide Lao citizens 
w i th  impor t an t  l ega l 
services, including legal 
advice, documentation, and 
court representation. 

The office will also 
support the Legal Aid 
Decree’s goal of increasing 
access to justice for all and 
ensuring equality before the 
law, with the aim of building 
a rule-of-law society. 

Times Reporters
 
Curriculum writers have 
completed the compilation 
of Grade 4 English lessons 
and the new Grade 4 English 
textbooks and teacher 
guides will be delivered in 
time for the start of the next 
school year.

W h e n  t h e  s e c o n d 
lockdown started in April 
2021,  the Ministry of 
Education and Sports, with 
support from Australia, was 
preparing the writing of 
the new Grade 4 English 
textbooks and teacher 
guides for the school year 
2022-23.

The Grade 4 curriculum 
writing team is composed 
of three writers from the 
Research Insti tute for 
Educa t iona l  Sc iences 
(RIES), National University 
of Laos and Sathit Primary 
School.

The team is supported 
by technical advisors from 
Australia through the Basic 
Education Quality and 
Access in Laos (BEQUAL) 
programme.

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t 

Asia Foundation, Supreme Court 
partner to strengthen legal aid

Representatives of the Asia Foundation and People’s 
Supreme Court attend a workshop.

Mariam Khan congratulated 
the National Commission 
for the Advancement of 
Women,  Mothers  and 
Children on achieving an 
important milestone. 

A lot of effort was put 
in by the Commission and 
partners to align national 
policy frameworks with 
international standards 
for the protection and 
safeguarding of women and 
children, she said. 

“Covid-19 has increased 
the urgency for these plans 
to be implemented. The 
effective implementation 
and monitoring of these 
plans will advance gender 
equality, protect women 
and girls from violence, 
and improve the access 
of survivors of violence 
to quality coordinated 
response and services,” Ms 
Khan said.

T h e  t w o  N a t i o n a l 
Action Plans on gender 
equality and elimination 
o f  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t 
women ,  imp lemen ted 
through provinces and line 
ministries, will serve as a 
national roadmap for the 

government’s actions to 
promote gender equality 
and prevent and respond 
to violence against women 
over the next five years. 

T h e y  b u i l t  o n 
lessons learned from the 
implementation of previous 
National Action Plans and 
integrated the government’s 
international commitments 
to promote gender equality 
and eliminate gender-based 
violence.

These include obligations 
under the Convention on the 
Elimination of all Forms 
of Discrimination Against 
Women,  the  ICPD25, 
the Beijing Platform for 
Action, and the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Vice-Chairperson of the 
National Commission for the 
Advancement of Women, 
Mothers and Children, Mrs 
Bandith Prathoumvanh, 
congratulated the leaders 
o n  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i v e 
effort to date, encouraged 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o 
continue on this pathway, 
and acknowledged and 
appreciated the technical 
support from UNFPA and 
financial support from 
development partners.

“We have  a  s t rong 
a l l i ance  be tween  the 
government, the National 
C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e 
Advancement of Women, 
Mothers and Children, the 
Lao Women’s Union and 
UNFPA. We have financial 
support from many donors.” 

“We will now focus on 
continuing to work closely 
with the provinces, UN 
agencies, development 
partners and NGOs/CSOs 
so that this robust policy 
f r a m e w o r k  b e c o m e s 
concrete actions,” Mrs 
Bandith said.

M r  S a n g j u n  K i m , 
Acting Country Director 
of KOICA, also voiced his 
support, saying “KOICA 
has been supporting to 
mainstream the elimination 
o f  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t 
women into the National 
Development Agenda, as 
one of core components 
for a cooperation project 
between KOICA, the Lao 
Women’s Union, UNFPA 
and UNDP.” 

“I hope that all  the 
efforts will end up with a 
turn in which all women in 
Laos can be protected from 
violence.” 

Govt integrates policies on gender 
equality into national agenda

of teaching and learning 
m a t e r i a l s  i s  a  v e r y 
collaborative process; the 
lessons are created during 
workshops  where  the 
writers jointly plan and 
share ideas while producing 
the materials. With the 
lockdown, the writers had 
to find new ways to work 
collaboratively using online 
tools to follow Covid-19 
prevention measures.

Ms Manoly Dongvan, 
English curriculum team 
leader from RIES, said 
“Working online kept us 
moving forward in this 
cha l lenging  Covid-19 
situation. We could continue 
working properly according 
to our plan and stay safe at 
the same time.”

“It taught us a new way 
of working with technology 
that will be very useful in 
the future. It also gave us 
the opportunity to exchange 
ideas and help each other 
to write; we were able to 
participate not only in our 
own lessons but also in other 
writers’ lessons.”

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 
Curriculum Development 

C e n t r e ,  R I E S ,  M s 
Sengngeune Wayakone said 
the new way of working was 
very beneficial as the writers 
had a better overview of all 
the content of the Grade 4 
lessons.

Previously, they did not 
get this because they worked 
on the lessons individually. 
Having an overview of all 
the content was very fruitful 
for the planning process in 
terms of what to include 
next, which activity types 

to include, how to develop 
progression, and what 
vocabulary or language to 
recycle, she said.

This more collaborative 
approach also meant the 
writers gained experience 
developing a broader range 
of lesson types.

They are also writing 
the new Grade 4 Lao 
Language and Sciences and 
Environment curriculum 
through online workshops 
with technical and financial 

Curriculum writers complete Grade 4 English textbooks

The characters in the new English textbooks. 

support from the Australian 
government.

The team is very proud 
of the results as the English 
Grade 4 materials are now 
in the layout stage to be 
designed with colourful 
gende r  ba l anced  and 
inclusive imagery.

T h e  t e a m  i s  a l s o 
d i s c u s s i n g  h o w  t h i s 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  o n l i n e 
experience could inform 
the writing process for the 
Grade 5 curriculum.
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Greengoods Company ... FROM PAGE 1

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i n 
cooperation with the NUOL, 
the company has built a model 
to enable continuous income 
generation for farmers in 
Vientiane.

The Korean farming 
c o o p e r a t i v e  s y s t e m 
implemented by Greengoods 
has provided total solutions 
for chick supply-purchase-
slaughter-distribution and 
marketing so that Lao farms 
can generate a profit.

I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s 
opportunities to increase 
agricultural productivity and 
efficiency through the donation 
of agricultural machinery and 
educational programmes.

Speaking at the event, 
Mr Thongoum Inthaphone 
expressed his gratitude to 
Greengoods for their long-
time support to society, 
especially in educating and 
sharing knowledge in terms 
of modern and effective 
agricultural productivity.

“The equipment for 
practical education is limited 
in the faculty, but now we 
have such modern equipment 
to facilitate both agricultural 
work and education, so we are 
very grateful and honoured 
that such a ceremony has 
taken place,” he said.

Mr Jaewon Lee said 
he was thankful for all the 
contributions and cooperation 
from the university, especially 
the Faculty of Agriculture, 
which is acting as a coordinator 
to support the Milk for Lao 
organisation, as well as the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry.

He hoped that Greengoods 
will grow in terms of business, 
along with the development of 
the community Greengoods 
engages with.

“Lastly, special thanks 
to KOTRA Vientiane for 

KOTRA Vientiane hands over Covid-19 protection equipment 
to the Faculty of Agriculture.

sponsoring this CSR Program 
throughout the process,” he 
said.

He also mentioned that 
the short-term goal is for Lao 
farms to stably develop a 
sustainable income model, but 
in the long-term he plans to 
transform into a data company 
capable of value creation 
based on smart farm solutions.

“The plan is to implement 
a step-by-step approach such 
as dairy farming and feed 
processing as well as a poultry 
business by introducing an 
eco-system that considers 
the farming environment of 
Laos and prepares standards 
for Lao farming businesses,” 
he added.

He also spoke of his 
ambition to develop into a 
company that collects data 
in the long term, provides 
planned production solutions 
suitable for farm families, 
establishes standards for 
Lao farming businesses, and 
provides consulting for them.

The Director of KOTRA 
Vientiane, Mr Pilseong Kim, 
said the handover ceremony 

Times Reporters

The Party Congress of 
the Office of the Supreme 
People’s Prosecutor (OSPP) 
has elected a new Party 
Committee to lead the office 
over the next five years.

The Fifth Congress of the 
OSPP, which took place in 
Vientiane on Tuesday, elected 
Mr Xaysana Khotphouthone 
as its Party Secretary and 
Mr Bounthan Bounthavilay 
as Deputy Party Secretary 
and President of its Party 
Inspection Committee.

Party Politburo Member 
and Vice President of Laos 
Mrs Pany Yathotou called 
on the new Party Committee 
to enhance its leadership 
role and professionalism in 
addressing challenges.

The new leaders should 
educate Party members on 
the Party’s policies, state laws, 

Times Reporters

The National Taskforce 
for Covid-19 Prevention 
and Control on Wednesday 
announced that two more 
people had died af ter 
contracting the coronavirus.

In addition, 1,140 new 
Covid infections were 
detected among 7,703 
people tested over the 
previous 24 hours.

The two deaths, both 
reported in Pakkading 
dis t r ic t ,  Borikhamxay 
province, raise the total 
number of Covid-related 
fatalities to 91. 

One of those who died 
was a 56-year-old woman 
from Thongnamy village. 
She had diabetes and chronic 
kidney disease and had 
not been vaccinated. She 
tested positive for Covid 
on October 25 and was 
admitted to a temporary 
treatment centre with mild 
symptoms. She was then 

Xayxana Leukai

Huaphan and Phongsaly 
provinces toughened up 
the battle against Covid-19 
this week to ensure that 50 
percent of their populations 
are vaccinated by the end of 
this year.  

Vaccination uptake in 
these provinces currently 
remains low at 31-33 percent.
Director of the Huaphan 
p r o v i n c i a l  H e a l t h 
Department, Dr Vilaphone 
Phomvongsy, told Vientiane 
Times that mobile medical 
teams have been travelling 
through 10 districts of the 
province since November 4 
to deliver vaccinations in rural 
communities where the rate of 
immunisation is low. 

Each team consists 
of a vaccine provider, a 
vaccination campaigner, 
and staff who can provide 
treatment if need be. 

“Most communities have 
seen low vaccination rates 
because road travel was 
difficult in the rainy season,” 
Dr Vilaphone said. 

This is especially true 
in Kuan district where the 
roads are cut off when river 
levels rise. 

Another reason for low 

marked  an  impor tan t 
collaboration in agriculture 
between Greengoods and 
the University of Laos, and 
between the Republic of 
Korea and Laos as a whole.

KOTRA Vientiane is 
committed to supporting 
Korean companies that 
wish to contribute to society 
through the so-cal led 
Global Corporate Social 
Responsibility Program 
(Global CSR Program). 

In 2021, CSR programmes 
such as Greengoods: Laos 
Livestock Solution, Used 
Agricultural Machinery 
Equipment Relocation 
Business, The Bless Moon: 
Educating students how to 
make-up were promoted.

Additionally, KOTRA 
Vientiane provided Covid-19 
pro tec t ion  equ ipment 
including 400 boxes of face 
masks, 100 bottles of hand 
spray sanitiser, 50 bottles 
of hand gel sanitiser and 6 
infrared thermometers to the 
Faculty of Agriculture in 
response to infections that 
occurred in the faculty.  

 

political morals and the spirit 
of patriotism so they are able 
to fulfil all the tasks delegated 
by the nation, she advised.

In the meantime, the 
5th Party Congress of the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce took place in 
Vientiane earlier this month to 
elect a new Party Committee 
to lead the ministry. The 
Congress elected Minister of 
Industry and Commerce Dr 
Khampheng Saysompheng as 
the ministry’s Party Secretary.

Meanwhile the Fourth 
National Congress of the Lao 
Veterans Federation, which 
took place on Tuesday, elected 
Lieutenant General Sengnuan 
Xayalath as its President.

B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l 
Khamhom Sengbualom, 
Brigadier General Lamphone 
Nonchanthavong, Brigadier 
G e n e r a l  K h a m m a n 
Vannavong and Brigadier 

transferred to the Km6 
Covid-19 treatment centre 
in Pakxan district, where she 
died on November 10.

The second fatality was 
an 82-year-old woman 
from Hadxaykham village, 
who had previously been 
diagnosed with high blood 
pressure and asthma and 
had not been vaccinated 
against Covid-19. She went 
to a community hospital 
on November 9 but was 
in critical condition and 
transferred to the Km6 
Covid-19 treatment centre 
in Pakxan district. Doctors 
tried their best to save her 
but she died on November 
10.

Health officials advise 
everyone to observe virus 
control measures such 
as not sharing food and 
following the rules on social 
distancing.

O f  t h e  n e w  c a s e s 
reported on Wednesday, the 
highest number was again 

vaccination uptake is that 
some villagers are reluctant 
to be vaccinated after hearing 
rumours of side effects.

Dr Vilaphone said that if 
there is no more rain, he hopes 
river levels will fall early next 
month, when medics will gear 
up to deliver vaccinations at 
people’s homes.

He hopes to get 50 percent 
of the more than 300,000 
population of Huaphan 
province vaccinated by the 
end of this year. 

In support of this, the 
government has allocated 
about 700 million kip to the 
province to carry out the 
vaccination drive and ensure 
that people are immunised 
promptly. 

G e n e r a l  P h o n e c h a y 
Phanthavong were elected 
as Vice Presidents of the Lao 
Veterans Federation.

The Congress was attended 
by the Secretary General of the 
Lao People’s Revolutionary 
Party and State President Mr 
Thongloun Sisoulith, Minister 
of National Defence General 
Chansamone Chanyalath, and 
other senior officials.

Despite the Covid-19 
crisis, the Lao Veterans 
Federation has made great 
strides in infrastructure 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
improvement of livelihoods 
of its members over the past 
five years. 

The Federation plays a 
significant role in educating, 
uniting and inspiring veterans 
to become good citizens and 
build their family’s finances 
based on the rule of law 
enshrined by the State.   

recorded in Vientiane at 671, 
followed by Luang Prabang 
province with 157.

Vient iane  province 
reported 71 new cases, 
Xayaboury 60,  Luang 
Namtha 29, Champassak 27, 
Savannakhet 26, Oudomxay 
20, and Bokeo 18.

A n o t h e r  1 7  c a s e s 
were reported in Xekong, 
13 in Phongsaly,  7 in 
Borikhamxay, 3 in Saravan, 
and 2 in Xieng Khuang.

In addition, Savannakhet 
province reported one 
imported case and Bokeo 
province reported five.

As of November 10, a 
total of 50,301 cases had 
been reported countrywide. 
On Tuesday, 459 people 
were discharged from 
hospitals while 9,591 people 
remain in hospitals and 
treatment centres.

There are 86 active 
quarantine centres and 59 
hotels where 5,092 people 
are currently self-isolating. 

 
 

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 
Phongsaly provincial Health 
Department, Dr Bounsaly 
Chittaphone, said the province 
is preparing to vaccinate 
people who missed the first 
round of immunisation. The 
department has arranged for 
a mobile team to provide 
vaccinations at people’s 
homes. 

Deputy Director of the 
National Centre for Maternal 
and Child Health,  Dr 
Viengkhan Phixay, said that 
starting this week medical 
staff throughout the country 
will beef up efforts to get 
people vaccinated and will 
travel around villages to 
administer vaccinations at 
people’s homes. 

The Party Congress of the Office of the Supreme People’ Prosecutor elects new Party 
leaders.           --Photo Paxaxon newspaper

State bodies elect new 
Party leaders

Vaccination teams take to the 
roads in Huaphan, Phongsaly

Medical assistants give vaccinations at villagers’ homes.

Govt confirms 1,140 new 
Covid cases, 2 deaths
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Excerpts from the Lao Media Photo SceneS

Villagers in Xienghon to soon 
get water through taps

Translated by Meuangkham Noradeth

Residents of seven villages in Xienghon district of Xayaboury province will soon get clean 
water through taps for use in their daily lives.

Information from the Public Works and Transport office of Xienghon district showed 
that about 90 percent of the construction of a water treatment plant in Thongkab village has 
been completed. This is a project being implemented by the state water supply enterprise in 
Xayaboury province to provide clean water to the residents of Thongkab, Pongpan, Namlom, 
Kaesyphom, Phoulan, Synokxay and Lab villages. It is also an important project to help improve 
the living conditions of 1,237 families in the seven villages.  The new water treatment plant in 
Thongkab will be able to produce 60 cubic metres of clean water per hour and its tank can hold 
250 cubic metres of water. About 93 percent of the installation of 48.5 km of water pipes has 
been completed, and about 18 percent of the installation of an electricity system for the plant 
has been done. The total cost of this project is 8.2 billion kip and the work is set to be completed 
180 days after the start of the construction. The plant will be officially opened next month.

--Pasaxon, November 8

Sangthong police arrest man 
for burning paddy

Police in Sangthong district of Vientiane detained a man after he allegedly burnt the paddy in 
another person’s fields in Koua village.

Information from Sangthong district showed that police had detained Mr Latda, a 
23-year-old worker from Koua, on November 3 for allegedly burning paddy worth more than 
seven million kip. A senior police officer in Sangthong district, Lieutenant Colonel Syvilay 
Phoumnaxay, said that police were informed by local officials in Koua on October 28 about 
the burning of the paddy in the fields. Police in Sangthong district then coordinated with a 
police group in Koua village and local officials checked the scene and collected information.

On November 3, police detained Mr Latda to investigate the incident. During questioning by 
police, Mr Latda admitted that he had burnt the paddy. He said that the owner of the paddy had 
hired him to harvest the rice but she did not pay him for the work he had done. The woman’s 
action made Mr Latda angry and he decided to burn the paddy, police officials said.

--laoedaily.com.la, November 8

Growing crops main 
occupation in Meuang

Growing crops is the main occupation for villagers in Meung district of Bokeo province to 
earn a living and improve their living conditions.

Members of the Xiengdao village group in Meung district grew rainy season rice on 193.37 
hectares. The farmers have completed 90 percent of the harvesting, according to information 
from the Agriculture and Forestry office of Meung district.

The information also showed that farmers in Xiengdao village group started harvesting the 
rainy season rice at the end of October, and the work is expected to be completed by the middle 
of this month. The Xiengdao village group includes Xiengdao, Phoungchomseng, Monlam and 
Huayor villages, and residents are now rushing to harvest the rainy season rice so that they can 
begin growing dry season crops. The members of the Xiengdao village group had also taken 
up upland cultivation on 29.65 hectares and the yield has been harvested.

Officials from the Agriculture and Forestry office of Meung district will now support local 
villagers to grow dry season rice. The officials will also support the growing of many kinds of 
dry season crops, including corn, long beans, chillis, eggplants, watermelons and vegetables 
that are consumed in the district. The surplus will be exported so that the villagers can earn 
more money.

--Bokeo Newspaper, November 8

Assembly members that 
Laos must reopen to revitalise 
businesses and the economy, 
especially tourism, which 
has been paralysed by the 
Covid-19 outbreak for almost 
two years.

He told lawmakers that 
many neighbouring countries 
have reopened their borders or 
plan to do so. 

Thailand began accepting 
vaccinated tourists at the 
beginning of this month, 
welcoming visitors from over 
60 countries, who are no 
longer required to undergo 
quarantine or spend time in 
limited areas. 

Meanwhile, Vietnam is 
piloting reopening in five 
provinces. Cambodia has 

declared itself fully reopen 
from November 1 and several 
other Asean members also 
plan to reopen.

“Reopening is a regional 
and global trend. We must 
also reopen,” the prime 
minister said. 

“We will reopen step by 
step and reopen for each 
sector in certain localities that 
are fully prepared rather than 
fully reopen.” 

To reopen tourist attractions 
in the World Heritage 
Town of Luang Prabang, 
the town must fully prepare, 
including the preparation of 
accommodation and visitor 
attractions, as well as figuring 
out quarantine procedures, the 
prime minister said.

However, the planned 
reopening comes as the 
number of new Covid cases 
escalates. In recent days, Laos 
has recorded a high number of 
new cases each day, mostly 
exceeding 1,000. 

P M  P h a n k h a m 
underscored the need to 
reopen the country alongside 
strict compliance with 
Covid-19 prevention and 
control measures.

He  added  tha t  the 
government is striving to 
vaccinate 70 percent of the 
adult population by the end of 
this year, a figure that exceeds 
the official target of 50 percent, 
saying that vaccination is the 
best way to protect people 
against the virus. 

Ministries to... FROM PAGE 1

Minister of Health Dr Bounfeng Phoummalaysith on Tuesday accepts 40 million kip 
from the Lao Handicraft Association to buy supplies to assist efforts to control the 
spread of Covid-19. Association President Ms Souvita said the money was donated by 
the families of government authorities, friends, and members of other groups under the 
Lao National Chamber of Commerce and Industry, as well as pharmacies in Vientiane. 
Also present on the occasion was a honorary adviser to the Lao Handicraft Association, 
Mrs Nali Sisoulith.

President of the Lao Red Cross Associate Prof. Dr Phouthone Muongpak (centre) and 
his staff on Tuesday deliver clothing to members of the Red Cross in Borikhamxay and 
Vientiane provinces, for distribution to impoverished families. The clothing cost 711 
million kip and was made by FILA with the support of the Red Cross of the Republic of 
Korea.                 --Photo Lao Red Cross

Head of the Luang Prabang provincial Health Department Dr Khamsone Phongsavatdy 
(sixth right) delivers an ambulance worth US$90,000 to the Governor of Phonthong 
district, Mr Bounchane Panfongphet, for use by the district hospital.  --Photo Pathetlao

The Governor of Paklai district, Mr Kongsy Vongsy (front) and district agriculture and 
forestry office staff on Tuesday meet with residents of Saenphon and Takdaet villages to 
discuss the cultivation of cassava, sweetcorn and other crops. Villagers hope to earn 90 
million kip from the crops they grow.          --Photo Pathetlao
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World
World news in brief  

THAILAND (The Nation) 
-- Department of Disease 
Control (DDC) reported 
on  Sunday tha t  s ince 
Thailand has reopened 
1 7  t o u r i s t  p r o v i n c e s 
to  vaccinated  fore ign 
visitors on November 1 
until November 6, a total 
of 20,092 tourists have 
entered the country.

Under the reopening 
plan, visitors travelling 
by air from 63 countries 
that have a low level of 
Covid-19 infections will 
not have to quarantine, but 

they must prove they have 
received both jabs of an 
approved Covid-19 vaccine 
for at least 14 days as well 
as produce a negative RT-
PCR test result taken no 
more than 72 hours before 
flying.

So far, 15 foreign visitors 
have tested positive for 
Covid-19 upon arrival, or 
0.07 per cent of all visitors.

Most of the foreign 
tour i s t s  have  en te red 
Thailand via Suvarnabhumi 
Airport at 12,978 people (5 
tested positive), followed 

(China Daily) -- Weifang, 
Shandong province, has 
been added to UNESCO’s 
Creative Cities Network 
as a Crafts and Folk Arts 
City, becoming the latest 
Chinese city in the group.

Cit ies  added to the 
network are “placing culture 
and creativity at the heart 
of their sustainable urban 
development”, UNESCO 
said on its Weibo social 
media account on Monday.

We i f a n g ,  w i t h  a 
population of 9.38 million, 
currently has guqin, a 
traditional Chinese stringed 
musical instrument, and 
paper-cutting listed as 
masterpieces of Oral and 
Intangible Heritage of 
Humanity by UNESCO.

Among the city’s 17 
national-level intangible 
cultural heritages, 10 are 
crafts and folk arts, such 
as kite-making techniques 
and woodblock New Year 
paintings, according to the 
city government.

“I was happy and proud 
when I heard the news 
because it’s recognition for 
people in Weifang who have 
been persevering in quality 
crafts for generations,” said 
Wang Yongxun, 49, who 
has been making kites for 
three decades in Weifang.

“ I  w i l l  c o n t i n u e 
disseminating the kite-
making handicrafts among 
the public, especially the 
young people.”

We i f a n g  h a s  b e e n 
i n t e g r a t i n g  c u l t u r a l 
creativity into resources 
promoting the city’s overall 

by Phuket Airport at 6,722 
people (10 tested positive), 
Samui  Airpor t  a t  309 
people, and Chiang Mai 
Airport at 83 people.

The DDC also reported 
that the highest number of 
tourists landing in Thailand 
since it opened on November 
1 hail from the United 
States (2,465) followed by 
Germany (2,334), the United 
Kingdom (1,376), Japan 
(1,258), South Korea (906), 
Russia (905), Switzerland 
(838), Sweden (724), France 
(695), and UAE (542).

Japan plans to make 
COVID-19 tests free 
for asymptomatic 
people
(The Japan Times) -- The 
government plans to make 
antigen and PCR tests for 
the coronavirus free for 
people without symptoms, 
sources familiar with the 
matter said Tuesday.
The measure will be 
included in a package due 
to be released Friday, the 
sources said.
PCR tests are already free 
for people with symptoms 
such as fever, as well as 
those who have had close 
contact with a COVID-19 
patient at the discretion of 
doctors and public health 
workers. In addition, 
a limited number of 
municipalities have offered 
free tests for asymptomatic 
people.

Jokowi, Sabri to 
discuss border 
reopening
(The Star) -- Malaysia’s 
new prime minister, Ismail 
Sabri Yaakob, will make a 
courtesy call on President 
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo 
during a three-day visit to 
Jakarta, officials have said, 
as the two neighbors set 
their sights on pandemic 
recovery cooperation. 
The prime minister arrived 
on Tuesday afternoon and 
will stay until Thursday in 
his first overseas trip since 
taking his oath of office 
in August, continuing 
a tradition between the 
two culturally connected 
countries in which a new 
leader visits the other in 
his or her first official trip 
abroad. 
Jokowi visited Kuala 
Lumpur in 2015 on his first 
overseas bilateral visit. He 
later received Mahathir 
Mohamad in 2018 and 
Muhyiddin Yassin – whom 
Ismail Sabri replaced – 
earlier this year.

Health care workers 
to strike over 
COVID-19 workload 
amid return to normal
( The Korea Herald) 
-- Thousands of health 
workers at hospitals 
and care homes across 
South Korea are set to 
stage a strike Thursday, 
saying their calls for a 
manageable pandemic 
workload have gone 
unheeded by the 
government.
Members of the health care 
workers’ union said in a 
statement that to prepare 
for a COVID-19 surge 
ahead of winter as the 
country begins returning 
to normal, they have asked 
the government to augment 
staffing and implement 
other support measures.

development, said Su Lijun, 
a researcher from the city’s 
culture and tourism bureau.

Taking the kite sector 
as an example, the city 
now has more than 300 
kite-making enterprises, 
generating 2 billion yuan 
($310 million) worth of 
kites every year. Kites 
produced in the city are 
sold to over 40 countries 
and regions, according to 
the city government.

The kite industry has 
become a way to enrich 
rural life. Over 60,000 
people in the city’s rural 
areas work in the kite 
industry in jobs such as 
painting and design.

In Wangjia Zhuangzi 
village, half of the village’s 
4,500 people make kites, 
and more than 80 enterprises 
are involved in the industry 
in the village, which makes 
over 80 million kites a year.

An annual international 
kite festival that started 
in 1984 has become an 
in te rna t iona l  cu l tu ra l 
and sports event and an 
important  platform to 
promote  in ternat ional 
exchanges and cooperation, 
Su said.

“The next step will see 
Weifang make cultural 
creativity an important 
driving force for urban 
sustainable development,” 
Su said.

“We will make efforts 
to develop the city into 
a  g loba l  h igh land  o f 
handicrafts by developing 
a complete crafts and folk 
arts industry chain.”

Over 20,000 tourists enter Thailand 
since Nov. 1, 15 tested positive

UNESCO adds 
Weifang to Creative 

Cities Network

A driver charges his new energy vehicle in Weifang, 
Shandong province. 
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NEW YORK (Xinhua) 
-- Drugmakers Pfizer and 
BioNTech said on Tuesday 
that they had asked the 
U S  F o o d  a n d  D r u g 
Administration (FDA) to 
authorise booster shots of 
their COVID-19 vaccine 
for all adults 18 years old 
and over, seeking to broaden 
who is eligible for a third 
shot.

The move came as part 
of a long-running debate 
among experts over who 
should be eligible for 
booster shots. An FDA 
advisory panel voted against 
a request for all adults to 
have a booster in September, 
in what was “a blow to the 
(Joe) Biden administration’s 
earlier announcement of 
widespread shots,” said 
The Hill.

Currently, people who 
get the Pfizer/BioNTech 
or Moderna COVID-19 
vaccines six months ago or 
longer may get a booster 
if they are 65 or older; at 
risk of severe COVID-19 
from a breakthrough infection 
because of  a  medical 
condition such as diabetes, 
kidney disease or pregnancy; 
or at risk because of living 
conditions or work.

The companies said 
the submission was based 
on results of a Phase 3 
trial involving more than 

10,000 participants. It found 
boosters were safe and had 
an efficacy of 95 percent 
a g a i n s t  s y m p t o m a t i c 
C O V I D - 1 9  c o m p a r e d 
with the two-dose vaccine 
schedule in the period when 
the highly transmissible 
Delta was the dominant 
strain.

The new request from 
Pf ize r  and  BioNTech 
came as “federal health 
officials have made clear 
their concern about waning 
immunity as the nation heads 

LOS ANGELES (Xinhua) 
-- The Metropolitan Water 
D i s t r i c t  o f  S o u t h e r n 
California (MWD), the 
region’s water wholesaler, 
declared a regional drought 
emergency on Tuesday 
as the region and most of 
California are experiencing 
an extreme or exceptional 
drought.

Warm temperatures, arid 
soils and drought conditions 
have dramatically reduced 
supplies from the MWD’s 
two primary sources of 
imported water  --  the 
Colorado River, and the 
State Water Project in the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin 
River Delta, which captures 
snowpack runoff from the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains.

In October, California 
Governor Gavin Newsom 
issued a proclamation 
and added Los Angeles 
County to the state’s drought 
emergency along with seven 
other counties. He said 2021 
is the second driest year in 
the state’s recorded history.

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Depar tmen t  o f  Wate r 
Resources has said its 
initial water supply next 
month would be zero, and if 
drought conditions continue, 
the state may provide only 
enough water as deemed 

into the winter months,” 
reported CNN. The Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine itself 
was already authorised for 
use in people from ages 5 to 
15, and approved for people 
aged 16 and older.

T h e  F D A h a s  n o t 
scheduled a meeting of 
its independent advisory 
committee for November, 
suggesting the agency may 
make a decision on the 
Pfizer-BioNTech on its own 
without seeking external 
advice, reported National 

necessary to protect the 
health and safety of local 
residents, a drastic step that 
has never been taken before.

“What we’re seeing this 
year is almost a sneak peek 
into a climate change world 
going forward,” MWD 
Senior Engineer Demetri 
Polyzos said during a water 
conservation conference on 
Tuesday, adding that much of 
this year’s snowpack runoff 
evaporated because of “year 
after year dry conditions 
and, more important, year 
after year global warming.”

A d e l  H a g e k h a l i l , 
general manager and CEO 
for the MWD, has urged 
all Southern Californians 
to reduce their water use 
immediately, local KCLA 9 
news channel reported.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Wa t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Ordinance under the state 
of emergency, Southern 
California’s residents living 
at odd-numbered addresses 
may water their lawns on 
Mondays, Wednesday and 
Fridays, while residents 
at even-numbered ones 
may water on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays.

Off i c i a l s  sa id  tha t 
addit ional  patrols and 
e n f o r c e m e n t  w i l l  b e 
deployed.

Pfizer asks US FDA to authorise 
COVID-19 booster for all 18 and up

People wait in line to receive the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine at a mobile vaccine clinic 
in the Brooklyn borough of New York, United States, Aug. 23, 2021.

Southern California 
declares regional 

drought emergency

Public Radio (NPR).
On Tuesday, the US 

Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention updated that 
224,257,467 people have 
received at least one dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine, making 
up 67.5 percent of the 
whole US population; fully 
vaccinated people stood at 
194,168,611, accounting for 
58.5 percent of the total. A 
total of 25,368,545 people, 
or 13.1 percent of fully 
vaccinated group, have 
received booster shots.
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Times Reporters

Laos may lose millions of 
dollars from lost exports 
to China now that Chinese 
authorities have closed 
the Boten International 
Checkpoint, a major travel 
and trade route between the 
two countries.

China has closed the 
border crossing due to the 
spread of Covid-19, meaning 
that no Lao goods can be 
shipped across the border 
for the foreseeable future, 
a Lao government official 
in Luang Namtha province, 
Ms Souk Pasanenga, told 
Vientiane Times yesterday.     

The border was closed to 
Lao imports on October 5 
and Ms Souk could not say 
when it might reopen.

The border crossing was 
closed after some Chinese 
truck drivers tested positive 
for Covid. This indicated 
that truck drivers in Laos 
were not complying with 
the measures laid down by 
the National Taskforce on 

Covid-19 Prevention and 
Control, she said.

Numerous  cases  of 
the virus have also been 
detected in the Boten Special 
Economic Zone.  

Some Lao drivers were 
negligent in complying with 
Covid control measures 
i m p o s e d  b y  C h i n e s e 
authorities, Ms Souk said.

It’s customary to see 
a line of trucks waiting 
to cross the border into 
China each day. But now 
that the checkpoint closed, 
many tonnes of agricultural 
produce loaded onto trucks 
could go rotten while drivers 
wait for the border to reopen, 
Ms Souk said.

In  addi t ion ,  Luang 
Namtha authorities have 
banned entry by goods 
trucks from other provinces 
t r a v e l l i n g  t o  C h i n a , 
meaning they cannot wait 
in the province while they 
undergo the necessary 
export procedures and now 
cannot spend time in Luang 
Namtha while they wait for 

Laos could lose millions with 
closure of Boten border crossing

the border to reopen, she 
added. China remains Laos’ 
largest export market and 
is also the largest foreign 
investor in Laos.

In the first nine months of 
this year, the value of goods 
sold to China hit US$1.72 
billion, with a trade surplus 
of US$775 million.

Authorities now believe 
that over the next three 
months the value of trade 
between Laos and China will 
drop significantly with the 
closure of the border crossing.

Provincial taskforces 
for Covid-19 prevention 
and control  have laid 
down measures governing 
travel and virus safety, but 
some Lao truck operators 
lack understanding of these 
measures. Authorities are 
now trying to raise awareness 
among truck operators about 
the dynamics of the pandemic, 
saying it is a challenge for 
everyone involved to comply 
with the rules introduced 
by the National Covid-19 
Taskforce.

Times Reporters

A new export guide – the 
EU Everything But Arms 
Business Guide – is aimed 
at helping Lao exporters 
increase their exports to the 
European Union (EU).

The guide, launched by 
the International Trade Centre 
(ITC) in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce of Laos, will help 

Lao businesses to understand 
the application of EU’s 
preferential market access 
schemes.

It will also guide Lao 
exporters on complying with 
technical and regulatory 
requirements to export 
effectively to the EU and 
benefit from duty-free access 
under the Everything But 
Arms (EBA) scheme.

The guide was developed 

Lao exporters get tips on increasing exports to EU
as a component of the Asean 
Regional Integration Support 
from the EU Plus-Laos 
(ARISE Plus Laos), which 
is funded by the 27-member 
European grouping.

As a least developed 
country, Laos is entitled to 
duty-free, quota-free exports 
for all goods to the EU market, 
except for ammunition and 
arms, under its Everything 
But Arms scheme, according 
to ARISE Plus Lao PDR.

Based on a 2020 ITC 
study, Laos uses only 27 
percent of its total export 
potential to the EU, while 73 
percent remains unused.

Laos is scheduled to 
graduate from least developed 
country (LDC) status in 2026, 
after which a three-year 
transition period will apply 
before its duty-free access is 
withdrawn.This means Lao 
exporters have at least eight 
years during which they can 

benefit from duty-free access 
to the EU market.

The business guide is 
aimed at increasing awareness 
of these opportunities and 
helping Lao exporters to make 
use of market opportunities.

In addition to a general 
section, the guide focuses 
on five product sectors with 
export potential, including 
raw agricultural products, 
processed food products, 
garments and textiles, 
footwear, and processed wood 
products.

“The second wave of the 
Covid-19 pandemic this year 
has caused the government to 
put on some tough measures. 
Consequently, it has set back 
the efforts for the country’s 
economic recovery,” said 
Xaysomphet Norasingh, 
the Director General of 
the Department of Trade 
Promotion, Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce.

“Thus, trade is fundamental 
in supporting social and 
economic stability. With this 
incredible opportunity, Lao 
producers can take advantage 
of existing opportunities and 
increase their exports to the 
EU, while simultaneously 
creating more jobs for local 
people.”

Vincent Vire, the Head 
of Cooperation in the EU 
Delegation to Laos, said that 
the country’s exports to the 
EU “account for around 5% 
of total exports, but these 
exports have potential to grow 
further”.

He added, “To establish 
a market presence in the 
EU market, Lao exporters 
are required to meet certain 
requirements regarding 
the quality of products, 
key standards and market 
preferences, among others.”

Jean-Sébastien Roure, 
the Senior Officer, Business 

and Trade Policy, Division 
for Market Development, 
International Trade Centre, 
said: “Under the ARISE Plus 
Laos project, ITC is working 
towards facilitating regional 
economic integrat ion, 
increasing awareness on 
trade preferences for exports, 
including to the EU, and 
strengthening support for trade 
and investment promotion in 
targeted sectors.”

He added, “The business 
guide is a tool for Laos to 
understand the opportunities 
available and work through 
the requirements to be met 
to effectively export to the 
EU under the EBA scheme. 
Further, to ensure that the 
learning is effectively passed 
on to stakeholders, ITC is 
delivering a series of training 
based on the business guide 
to make stakeholders aware 
of its existence and capacitate 
them to use it.”

AN GIANG (Vietnam 
News/ANN) -- Vietnamese 
businesses are struggling 
to fulfil export orders as 
the COVID-19 outbreak 
hinders the purchase of raw 
materials and production, 
and are at risk of losing 
customers.

Agricultural import and 
export company Angimex in 
An Giang Province is having 

difficulty fulfilling its rice 
export orders in the last few 
months of the year due to 
rising transport costs and 
expenses to house staff 
to ensure safety from the 
pandemic.

Tran Vu Dinh Thi, its 
deputy general director, 
told Tuoi Tre newspaper 
tha t  the  bus iness  had 
incurred losses on some 

Businesses struggle to fulfil export 
orders amid COVID woes

of its export orders due to 
rising costs.

Do Lap Nghiep, deputy 
general director of Nam 
Viet Corporation, said his 
company had to export more 
than 15,000 tonnes of shark 
catfish this year, and if the 
pandemic situation does not 
improve in Vietnam and An 
Giang, it would not be able 
to do so.

A factory processing fruits for export in An Giang Province. Businesses around the country 
are struggling to fulfil their export orders due to problems caused by COVID.
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Asia News Network (ANN)
The Asia News Network (ANN) is a network of leading daily English language 
newspapers in Asia, supported by the Konrad Adenauer Foundation of Germany 
through its regional representative bureau in Singapore. 
It was established in March, 1999, to provide avenues for cooperation and optimise 
coverage of major news events in the region. 
It also aims to promote journalism, share news stories, feature articles, editorials 
and personality profiles. ANN is the world’s most active newspaper alliance with a 
membership base of 24 newspapers in 21 countries. The combined circulation of 
these newspapers is more than 14 million copies per day.
The German News Agency of Deutsche Presse-Agentur, as one of the leading 
international agencies and ANN’s exclusive partner, distributes news and features, 
background stories and commentaries from ANN  to subscribers worldwide.
The ANN memembers consist of The Nation (Thailand), The Straits Times 
(Singapore), The Star (Malaysia), The Jakarta Post (Indonesia), Philippine Daily 
Inquirer (Philippines), Vietnam News (Vietnam), Rasmei Kampuchea (Cambodia), 
The Brunei Times (Brunei), Vientiane Times (Laos), Sin Chew Daily (Malaysia) and 
the Eleven Media (Myanmar), China Daily (China and Hong Kong), The Japan News 
(Japan), The Korea Herald (South Korea), The China Post (Taiwan), The Statesman 
(India), The Daily Star (Bangladesh), Dawn (Pakistan), The Island (Sri Lanka), The 
Kathmandu Post (Nepal) and Kuensel (Bhutan). 

Times Reporters

The  med ium te rm o f 
trade and private sector 
development priorities 
has been discussed and 
reviewed, with a view to 
improving the business 
environment to create 
favourable conditions to 
promote post-pandemic 
economic recovery.

The discussion took 
place in Vientiane on 
Wednesday during the 18th 
Trade and Private Sector 
Working Group meeting in 
a hybrid setting.

The event was organised 
by the Ministry of Industry 
a n d  C o m m e r c e  a n d 
development partners.

It was co-chaired by the 
Minister of Industry and 
Commerce, Dr Khampheng 
Saysompheng; Ambassador 
of the European Union 
Delegation to Laos, EIF 
Donor Faci l i tator,  Ms 
Ina Marciulionyte; and 
Australian Ambassador to 
Laos, Mr Paul Kelly.

M o r e  t h a n  1 5 0 
participants representing 
line ministries, embassies, 
development partners, 
and domestic and foreign 
business  communit ies 
virtually participated in this 
meeting.

The meeting discussed 
k e y  f i n d i n g s  a n d 
recommendations from 
the World Bank’s Lao 
PDR Country Economic 
Memorandum and the 
Ministry of Information 
and Commerce’s Diagnostic 
Trade Integration Study.

It drew lessons from 

two ongoing private sector/
SME support initiatives, 
namely Supporting Business 
Recovery through Matching 
Grant Scheme under the 
Business Assistance Facility 
of the Lao Competitiveness 
and Trade Project, and 
I m p r o v i n g  b u s i n e s s 
environment through public 
private dialogue under the 
Lao Business Forum. 

Speaking at the event, 
Mr Khampheng said “We 
all know that evidence on 
policy implementation on 
the ground indicates that 
our trade and private sector 
development policies are 
not always implemented 
as envisioned and do not 
always achieve the intended 
outcomes.” 

“ T h e  p o l i c y  a n d 
implementation gap are 
attributed to several factors, 
including inappropriate 
policy design, lack of 
effective implementation 
arrangement or lack of 
necessary  human and 
financial resources.” 

“ H o w e v e r ,  m a n y 
noted that recent policy 
reforms represented sound 
progress in improving the 
enabling environment, 
but that implementation 
remained problematic. This 
suggests that the answer to 
improving the investment 
climate does not always 
lie in new policies, laws, 
or regulations, but rather 
in  focusing on bet ter 
implementation,” he added.

A m b a s s a d o r  K e l l y 
highlighted the social and 
economic impact of the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic 

Govt, partners discuss trade, 
private sector priorities

in Laos and the importance 
of the private sector as 
an engine for medium- 
and long-term economic 
recovery.

The key challenges 
facing the Lao economy and 
proposed recommendations 
to restore macro-fiscal 
s tabi l i ty  and improve 
competitiveness of the 
agriculture, manufacturing, 
and  se rv ices  th rough 
l e v e r a g i n g  n a t u r a l 
w e a l t h  a n d  s t r a t e g i c 
location, and addressing 
s p e c i f i c  i n v e s t m e n t 
climate constraints and 
skill development were 
discussed.

T h e  s e c o n d  t o p i c 
focused on key findings of 
the second Diagnostic Trade 
Integration Study Update 
and proposed pr ior i ty 
actions to further improve 
the business environment, 
t rade faci l i tat ion,  and 
sector specific issues to 
enhance competitiveness of 
agribusiness, tourism and 
manufacturing sectors. 

M s  M a r c i u l i o n y t e 
reiterated her support for 
further strengthening of 
collaboration between the 
Trade and Private Sector 
Working Group and Lao 
Business Forum.

She encouraged al l 
concerned agencies to 
c o n t i n u e  i m p r o v i n g 
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d 
p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e 
c o u n t r y ’s  r e g u l a t o r y 
environment to attract 
quality investment to better 
prepare for LDC graduation 
and long-term economic 
recovery.

Officials and partners gather for a photo at the event on Wednesday in Vientiane.

How to get daily news from our service:
 For Lao Telecom (LTC) users:
 Type R in SMS, send to 1135 to register.
 For Enterprise Telecom Lao (ETL) users:
 Type ON in SMS, send to 2246 to register.
 Service fees are 500 kip/day.

SMS news service on mobile phone  
by Vientiane Times

 Charged from your mobile account day 
to day. 

We provide 6 news clips per day including 
exchange rates and world news. 6 days 
a week; Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Sunday.
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Consultancy Service

Consultancy:  Feasibility Study Consultant 
Project: Phoukoud Integrated Climate Resilient Agriculture and Improved 

Livelihoods (PICRAIL Phase II)
Locations:	 Xiengkhouang Province, Vientiane Capital 
Type of Contract:  Independent Consultancy Contract 
Duration:  18 working days 
Application	deadline:  25 November 2021  
Starting	date:  17 January 2022
Finish	date: 21 February 2022

ADRA Laos is connected to the ADRA Network which has 110 offices worldwide and has been registered 
as an independent International INGO in Laos since 1992 with a core focus to assist the most vulnerable 
by alleviating poverty through community driven development projects. ADRA Laos is preparing a 
proposal for the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) for Phase 
II of our PICRAIL program which will partner with government agencies, CSOs, village committees and 
key stakeholders to facilitate interventions that result in improved agriculture and natural resource 
land management activities with direct beneficial impact on food security and livelihoods. 
ADRA Laos is seeking an external independent Consultant to conduct a feasibility study in early 2022.  
Scope of Work
The Consultant will be expected to:
•	 Provide a technical proposal (max 4 pages including methodology on how to complete the feasibility 

study with proposed workplan and timeframe), and a financial proposal of daily rate
•	 Prepare an inception report, conduct a desktop review, assess, and review the draft proposal, 

and proposed intervention design  
•	 Visit target areas in Phoukoud District and meet with key stakeholders and partners in Xiengkhouang 

Province and Vientiane Capital
•	 Provide feedback and recommendations for the intervention revision during the feasibility study
•	 Provide a draft feasibility report of the proposed project and interventions for revision 
•	 Provide inputs to the final design of the feasibility report of the proposed approach.
Key	Selection	Criteria
•	 Advanced University degree - Master’s Degree in agricultural or environmental science, natural 

resources management or rural development
•	 At least 7 years of relevant experience in agriculture, food security, rural development, climate 

smart-agriculture, water resources management, and livelihoods 
•	 At least 5+ years’ experience in project evaluation and monitoring
•	 Solid technical understanding of agriculture, food security and rural livelihoods and be able to 

provide inputs on the technical design of the proposed Phase II (essential)
•	 Conduct the evaluation with minimal supervision, under significant time constraints, be able to 

organize yourself efficiently and communicate and cooperate effectively with partners 
•	 Highly developed interpersonal skills including acute listening skills and being able to provide 

constructive feedback
•	 Proficient in English and excellent writing skills.
To register your interest and request the detailed TOR please email admin@adralaos.org or call +856 
20 264 611. Applications should be submitted by 5pm on 25 November 2021, be written in English, 
address the key selection criteria, include a current CV with 3 reliable and relevant referees, and a 
succinct technical proposal including a work plan and methodology.  Only shortlisted applicants will 
be contacted for an online interview.  

Consultancy Service

Consultancy:  Short Term Technical Consultancy on GAP and CSA Initiatives  
Project: Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Livelihoods Initiative 
Locations:	 Xiengkhouang and Vientiane Provinces (and can be remotely 
online)
Application	deadline:  25 November 2021  
Type of Contract:  Independent Consultancy Contract 
Starting	date:  January 2022
Finish	date: December 2022
Duration:  40 working days 

ADRA Laos is connected to the ADRA Network which has 110 offices worldwide and has 
been registered as an independent International INGO in Laos since 1992 with a core focus 
to assist the most vulnerable by alleviating poverty through community driven development 
projects. ADRA Laos has secured the Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Livelihoods Initiative 
(SARLI) project which is funded by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) and ADRA Germany from now until March 2025. 

Scope of Work
ADRA Laos is seeking an external independent Consultant to provide technical advisory support 
to SARLI Project Team, government and CSO partners, and ADRA Laos Programs team and will 
report to ADRA Laos Program Advisor in 2022. The main scope of the Consultancy will focus 
on Good Agriculture Practices (GAP) and Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) initiatives including 
supporting the review and finalization of training and learning modules and instruments, 
innovation grants and establishing Climate Smart Farmer Field Schools, and providing 
Monitoring and Evaluation support. 

Key	Selection	Criteria
•	 Advanced University degree - Master’s Degree, PhD or equivalent in natural resources 

management, environmental or agricultural science with strong focus on climate change 
adaptation and mitigation and GAP/OA. 

•	 At least 10 years of relevant experience in natural resource management, agro-
climatology, climate smart-agriculture, water resources management, climate change 
adaptation and/or mitigation, agroecology and land use and GAP/OA.

•	 Solid cross-cultural appreciation and highly developed interpersonal skills with ability to 
mentor and coach in person and remotely

•	 Proficient in English and good writing skills (Lao language also an advantage). 

To register your interest and request the detailed TOR please email admin@adralaos.org or 
call +856 20 264 611. Applications should be submitted by 5pm on 25 November 2021, be 
written in English, address the key selection criteria, include a current CV with 3 reliable and 
relevant referees, and a succinct technical proposal including a work plan and methodology.  
Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted for an online interview.    
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Feature

Visitors love the numerous 
a t t r a c t i ons  o f  s cen i c 
Oudomxay province and 
feel revived after spending 
time in this stunning area of 
northern Laos. 

Anticipating an influx 
of at more than 1 million 
foreign tourists in the 
next five years, provincial 
authorities are making plans 
to improve visitor facilities, 
while it is also envisaged 
that the province’s economic 
growth will increase rapidly.

Accommodation in the 
provincial capital of Xay 
district is adequate for the 
needs of today’s visitors but 
over the next half decade 
more hotels, guesthouses, 
restaurants, public toilets 
and parks will be built.

T h e r e  a r e  a l r e a d y 
11  p lans  fo r  tour i sm 
development in the town, 
one of which is to improve 
comfort levels for visitors 
and to encourage villagers 
living alongside the road 
to the popular Chom Ong 
cave to make items for sale 
to visitors.

The 16-km-long cave 
is thought to be one of the 
longest in Southeast Asia. 
It is located near a Khmu 
village called Chom Ong, 
which is 48km from the 
centre of Xay district.

The 40km road leading 
from the provincial capital 
to the cave was recently built 
and is in good condition. 
Surrounding the cave are 
a parking area, shops, an 

Oudomxay freshens up for tourists
exhibition room, public 
toilets, and power lines that 
carry electricity to light the 
cave’s interior.

The province plans to 
make the most of Chom Ong 
cave as a tourist attraction.

While visiting the area, 
tourists can also go trekking, 
swim in a nearby river, 
and share in the traditional 
dances and other customs of 
the Khmu ethnic group.

The Oudomxay Tourism 
Office says there are about 
100 officially designated 
tourist sites in the province. 
However, the province wants 
to develop its sightseeing 
potential in a bid to attract 
more investors and visitors, 
although funding is limited.

There are many places 
worthy of visitors’ attention, 
but road access deters many 
people and there are no 
restaurants at these sites.

Oudomxay province is 
one of the most beautiful 
places in Laos. Located 
in the upper north and 
rich in hidden valleys and 
evergreen forests, it is a place 
where you can experience 
untouched nature as well as 
a fascinating way of life that 
largely remains unchanged 
in rural areas.

Locals and tourists love 
to cool down at the Nam 
Kat waterfall, while the 

Visitors stand at the entrance to an impressive limestone cave.

Singkham Buddha temple 
is one of the most striking 
in the province and a lovely 
place to offer up a prayer. 
Elsewhere, the beautiful Tad 
Talae waterfall is especially 
impressive after heavy rains.

People driving to the 
northern provinces of 
Luang Namtha, Bokeo and 
Phongsaly from Vientiane 
often stay overnight in 
Oudomxay to break the 
journey.

Before the Covid-19 
pandemic, people living in 
the Xishuangbanna area of 
China’s Yunnan province 

often visited Oudomxay. 
A road connecting to 

Phongsaly through Yunnan 
province offers a shortcut 
for  motor is ts  v is i t ing 
Phongsaly, but not many 
people use this route yet.

Due to the number of 
trucks queuing at the Laos-
China border in Luang 
Namtha province, many 
people prefer to access 
Phongsaly  by dr iv ing 
through Oudomxay.

Oudomxay is located 
583km from Vientiane and 
is accessible via all-weather 
roads, as well as by air.

After the Laos-China 
railway comes into service 
next month, the journey 
time from Vientiane to 
Oudomxay will be shortened 
from two days by road to 
just a few hours by train.

T h e  r a i l w a y  r u n s 
between Vientiane and 
the Boten-Mohan border 
crossing between Laos and 
China, slicing through the 
provinces of Vientiane, 
Luang Prabang, Oudomxay 
and Luang Namtha. 
Source: Director General 
of Pasaxon newspaper and 
Vientiane Times reporters  A beautiful waterfall in the province.
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Vacancy Notice 

The World Health Organization has a vacancy for the position of:

 National Communication consultant, COVID-19 (WHO Health Emergencies 
Programme) 

 (Short Term Consultant, for initial period of 1 year)

Purpose of the Post:
To provide technical assistance on Risk Communication to the Ministry of Health to 
support the COVID-19 response.  
Duration: 
Planned Start date: 01/01/ 2022 
Planned End date:  31/12/ 2022

Description of Duties:

The consultant will report to and be guided by the WHO Country Office Health Emergencies 
Programme, Country Team Leader. The consultant is assigned to:
- Support risk communication training including preparation of training materials, SOPs for 

provincial taskforce team and establish RC ground network for disseminating of information 
to community. 

- Support community engagement with community leaders, district and provincial levels 
to strengthen risk communication activities and to reach hard-to-reach communities.

- Conduct social listening and media monitoring of traditional and social media, including 
looking out for rumours and misinformation, and provide daily media updates to WHE, 
WPRO, communication team in the WHO Country Office and MoH. 

- Provide risk communication assessments and recommendations to CCEH and the 
multisource surveillance team. 

- Promote and support the collaboration between CCEH, ministries, mass organisations and 
international organisations on risk communication. 

- Develop key messages to strengthen the COVID-19 response and to enhance public 
understanding.

- Develop social media strategies and contents for CCEH.
- Provide capacity building for CCEH, identifying areas to conduct surveys to improve 

messaging, or joint surveys with other departments (baseline, cohort or cross sectional) 
to support behavioural change on public health and social measures.

- Support CCEH with developing Information, education and communication materials and 
providing translation as required.

-   Qualifications required: 
Essential: University degree related to Social Science, Communications, Journalism, Public 
Relations or related field from a recognized university 

Desirable: Master of related social science 

-  Experience required:

Essential: A minimum of one years’ of work experience in communication.
Desirable: Experience in working with international organizations. 
                   Experience in risk communication or public health will be an advantage. 
- Skills / Technical skills and knowledge:
•	 Excellent knowledge on Risk Communication
•	 Good knowledge of public health concepts
•	 Excellent knowledge on social media and content development 
•	 High competence on knowledge sharing and capacity building
•	 Proficiency in standard MS Office applications including MS Excel, MS Word and MS 
•	 PowerPoint are essential.

-  Language requirements:
Proficient English and Lao (speaking, reading and writing) is essential. 

Other skills (e.g. IT):  Proficiency in standard MS Office applications.

Interested and qualified candidates are invited to submit applications and curriculum vitae in 
the English language with a subject “ National Communication consultant” to the following 
email address: wplaohr@who.int  by 22 November 2021 at 17:00. Application without this 
subject might be disregarded.

VIETNAM (The Vietnam 
News/ANN) --  Quang 
Ninh province is one of the 
localities that have well-
controlled the COVID-19 
pandemic, with almost no 
cases of infection in the 
past 3 months. Utilising 
many solutions to catch up 
with the “new normal”, it 
is gradually recovering its 
tourism industry by making 
domestic travellers a focus.

In order for the tourism 
industry to regain its growth 
momentum, Quang Ninh is 
using many methods.

Visitors are entitled to 
free tickets to visit Ha Long 

Bay, the Yen Tu tourism site 
and Quang Ninh Museum 
from now until the end of 
2021, as well as subsidised 
bus fares from Van Don 
airport to Doc Do, Uong Bi 
City, and vice versa.

Local tourism and travel 
businesses are preparing 
the necessary conditions to 
resume operations as soon 
as possible and developing 
programmes to promote safe 
tourism.

According to the director 
of the provincial Tourism 
Department Pham Ngoc 
Thuy, 50 events are going to 
be held across the province 

Quang Ninh gears up to resume tourism post-pandemic
to stimulate travel demand 
from now to the end of 2021.

The highlight will be 
events to welcome visitors 
to “Yen Tu -- An Autumn 
Journey to Buddha Land” 
festival,  Ha Long Bay 
Heritage Marathon and 
Winter Carnival 2021.

In addition, the province 
will also organise events 
for tourism at the district, 
town and city level and 
announce stimulus products 
to increase tourism.

Thuy said the provincial 
People’s Committee had a 
plan for tourism recovery 
in the fourth quarter. It has 

Ha Long Bay is a famous UNESCO World Heritage site featuring thousands of beautiful 
limestone karsts.                         --Photo VNS

also completed a provisional 
set of criteria for COVID-19 
safety evaluation based on a 
safe travel model devised to 
minimise pandemic-related 
risks.

The Yen Tu Monuments 
and Landscapes Complex 
in northeastern Quang 
Ninh is one of the tourist 
dest inat ions  current ly 
chosen by many domestic 
tourists.

In addition to strictly 
i m p l e m e n t i n g  s a f e t y 
measures to prevent the 
pandemic such as wearing 
m a s k s ,  d i s i n f e c t i n g , 
a n d  m a k i n g  m e d i c a l 
declarations, the use of 
closed-loop services in 
Yen Tu is being looked 
at to ensure safety. For 
cable car services, visitors 
are encouraged to use 
separate cabins in order to 
limit contact and ensure 
regulations on distance.

According to Le Trong 
Thanh, deputy general 
director  of  Tung Lam 
Development Joint Stock 
Company, this is the right 
time for travel to restart with 
the involvement of relevant 
parties.

“We will implement 
m a n y  p r o m o t i o n a l 
programmes and discounts 
for  vis i tors  under the 
condi t ions  of  s t r ic t ly 
complying with regulations 
on pandemic prevention and 
control,” he said.

“ F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n 
September, the Legacy Yen 
Tu Resort offered room rates 
from VNĐ2.9 million per 
person on Fridays, afternoon 
tea and other free services. 
In the area of Yen Tu Village 
they will apply a price 
combo for two guests or 
more for only VNĐ 499,000 
per person. In addition, 
the company will continue 
to deploy many tourism 
products to attract visitors 
to Yen Tu, including free 
early morning yoga lessons, 
bell meditation, relaxation 
meditation and Nuong 
Village festival night.”

At Ha Long City, the 
cultural, economic and 
political centre of Quang 
Ninh, many entertainment 
and resort complexes such 
as Vinpearl Ha Long, FLC 
Ha Long and Sun World 
Halong Complex, have 
readied infrastructure, 
personnel, and plans on 
pandemic safety to welcome 
visitors back.

Famous for its many 
unique caves, Ha Long 
has become a destination 
chosen by many tourists for 
discovery and relaxation. 
— Photo  cour tesy  of 
visithalongbay.com

Tourist  destinations 
are prioritized to welcome 
visitors who have been fully 
vaccinated, as well as offer 
closed-loop sightseeing 
services and stays on the bay 
with small groups of guests.

All cruise ships are 
fully equipped with masks, 
antiseptic, and facilities 
for medical declarations 
by scanning QR codes for 
visitors at attractions near 
Ha Long Bay. They are also 
encouraging night tours on 
the bay that use all-in-one 
services and do not cause 
pandemic risks.

Along with that, the 
province has also organised 
a large-scale vaccination 
campaign in all localities.

As a result, more than 
1 million doses of vaccine 
have been given, reaching 
over 85.47 percent of the 
target, making Quang Ninh 
become one of the earliest 
localities to complete the 
first shot in the country.

Tourism is the industry 
hardest hit by the pandemic, 
but also one of the fastest to 
recover. However, in order 
for tourism to fully recover, 
one of the prerequisites is to 
ensure a safe environment.

Recent ly,  Van Don 
I n t e r n a t iona l  Ai rpor t 
has  ob ta ined  Ai rpor t 
Hea l t h  Acc red i t a t i on 
from the Airports Council 
International. This is an 
important foundation to 

open up new opportunities 
for Quang Ninh tourism to 
get back on track.

B a m b o o  A i r w a y s 
resumed its service between 
Van Don airport and Ho Chí 
Minh City on October 27 
with three flights a week. 
Vietjet resumed flights on 
the route on October 31 
with one flight every day. 
Vietnam Airlines is re-
opening flights on the route 
on December 1 with three 
flights per week.

Welcoming guests from 
outside the province will be 
done with strict regulations, 
specific solutions and 
careful steps.

To reactivate tourism 
in the “new normal”, the 
authorities of Quang Ninh 
and neighbouring Hai 
Phong City held a meeting 
in late September to discuss 
cooperation in tourism 
development.

The two sides agreed 
to keep working together 
to boost tourism, build a 
mechanism for managing 
passenger  and tour is t 
transport vehicles on Ha 
Long and Lan Ha bays, and 
complete a dossier seeking 
the UNESCO recognition 
of Ha Long Bay - Cat Ba 
Archipelago as a world 
natural heritage site.

They are expected to 
sign a set of regulations 
on tourism activities with 
pandemic safety taken into 
account from October, to 
reopen the industry.

Quang Ninh identified 
safety and risk control as 
the prerequisite for the 
local administration, travel 
businesses and residents to 
succeed in implementing the 
tourism recovery plan.

As a safe destination, 
the province is spreading 
the message “Quang Ninh 
Tourism: Safe - Friendly - 
Alluring” with the aim of 
welcoming about 2 million 
tourists and earning VNĐ 
4 - 4.5 trillion (US$175 - 197 
million) from tourism services 
in the last quarter of 2021. 
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Lamphone Pasanthong

Mr Siphan Duangmala, 
a government official in 
Luang Prabang province: 
I’m impressed that we’ll 
soon have a railway that 
will help support the 

economy. I think all Lao 
people should celebrate 
this occasion. This is 
a big and important 
event so we should 
all cooperate with the 
authorities to ensure 
security and order, as 

What are your thoughts as we prepare for the 
opening of the Laos-China railway next month?

well as making sure we 
comply with the new 
normal way of living 
during the Covid-19 
outbreak. Everyone 
should join forces to 
ensure the occasion 
passes off without any 

Laos and China will inaugurate the Laos-China Railway on December 2, which coincides with Laos’ 
46th National Day. As authorities make plans for the opening and operation of the railway, Vientiane 

Times asked members of the public for their thoughts on this momentous occasion. 

antisocial behaviour and 
the police should mete 
out harsher punishments to 
people who break the law.

Ms Noy Phetmixay, a 
resident of Vientiane: I’m 
pleased that Laos

has developed to the 
extent that we will soon 
have a railway. This is 
truly a form of modern 
transport and will be of 
great benefit, as transport 
will be easier, faster and 
safer. But we should not 
forget that we are still in 
the midst of a pandemic 
and should comply with 
any rules the government 
puts in place to curb the 
virus outbreak when 
the railway comes into 
operation.

Mr Phoutthavong 
Khamsingsavath, a 
government official 
in Xaythany district, 
Vientiane: I’m glad that 
the railway will soon 
become operational. 
It’s something we’ve 
all been anticipating 
for several years. The 
railway will transform 

the transport system 
in Laos and will enable 
the transport of freight 
for import and export. 
But while Laos is 
much more developed 
than before, we must 
recognise that many 
people are still poor 
and we must do more to 
improve their lot in life. 
Laos’ strong point is 
agriculture and I think 
the government should 
improve the quality 
and quantity of crop 
yields so that we have 
a surplus that we can 
export. This would be 
a boost to the economy 
as well as bringing 
in more income for 
rural households. The 
development of human 

resources to support this 
work is also important.

Ms Vieng Singthongdam, 
a resident of Vientiane: 
I’m impressed that we 
will soon have a train 
service that will make 
transport easier and 
faster. I’m grateful 
to the government 
for setting this in 
motion to improve 
our country. But let’s 
remember that we 
are going through a 
very tough situation 
economically, as well 
as having to contend 
with the pandemic. 
We should all do what 
we can to overcome 
this difficult situation 
and join together to 
maintain peace and 

security. And everyone 
should be aware 
of the fact that the 
railway should not be 
tampered with in any 
way. People should 
respect the regulations 
and everyone should 
learn to live safely with 
the railway and not do 
anything that might 
disrupt its operation or 
put people at risk.
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Entertainment

INDIA (The Statesman/ANN) 
-- Actress Samantha Ruth 
Prabhu, has been asked to 
talk at the India International 
Film Festival in Goa, which 
runs from November 20 to 
November 28.

Speakers at IFFI include 
director Aruna Raje, actor 
John Edathattil, and director 
Vivek Agnihotri, according 
to the organisers. Manoj 
Bajpayee is also scheduled 
to speak. Samantha, who 
wowed the crowd with her 
performance in the online 
series “The Family Man 2,” 
has been invited to speak at 
the Film Festival as well. 
Samantha is the first actress 
from the south to be invited to 

speak at IFFI. People expect 
Samantha to be a part of the 
festival because there are 
rumours that she will make her 
Bollywood debut there. There 
is talk that Samantha would 
soon sign her maiden Hindi 
film under Tapsee Pannu’s 
home production. But, there is 
no official confirmation about 
the project from both sides.

Meanwhile, Samantha 
has zeroed two multi-
lingual projects, one of 
the two projects is touted 
to be a romantic fantasy, 
while the other is a thriller. 
Samantha’s appearance in 
Gunasekhar’s mythological 
film ‘Shaakuntalam’ is under 
post-production.

IFFI invites Samantha 
as speaker, soon to 

make ‘Bollywood debut’

Actress Samantha Ruth Prabhu.                        --Photo IANS 

CHINA (China Dai ly/
ANN) -- An exhibition 
at Tsinghua University 
Art Museum, The Realm 
of Existence,  presents 
a  s a m p l e  o f  C h i n e s e 
contemporary art over the 
past three decades.

The ongoing exhibition, 
which runs until December 
12, shows ink-water shuimo 
works ,  o i l  pa in t ings , 
sculptures, installations, 
p h o t o s ,  v i d e o s  a n d 
performances by 13 noted 
figures in contemporary 
art circles. It charts the 
personal  exper iences , 
expressions and ways of 
thinking of the featured 
artists and also investigates 
the changes in culture and 
social circumstances since 
the 1990s.

Du Pengfei, executive 
d i r e c t o r  o f  Ts i n g h u a 
University Art Museum, 
says that one can hear 
the distinctive voices of 
these individuals at the 
exhibition, and feel “their 
persistence in venturing 
into a completely new 
realm of art in the country, 
opening up a dialogue 
with the world on multiple 

levels”.
The exhibition shows 

how artists have drawn 
on their diverse day-today 
experiences to reflect on 
dramatic social change 
throughout the decades, such 
as excessive consumption, a 
money culture, tensions in 
interpersonal relations and 
pop culture.

Among  the  wide ly 
known works to address 
these problems are paintings 
and prints by Fang Lijun 
and Yue Minjun on show, 
both featuring exaggerated 
smiling faces. The humorous 
styles of their art are loaded 
with a serious attitude 
toward the life issues that 
haunt people’s minds.

T h e  e x h i b i t i o n 
also shows a renewed 
employment of the forms 
of traditional Chinese art 
to render a contemporary 
touch, or to examine current 
problems.

Works by Fu Zhongwang 
reflect his long-term use 
of wooden blocks and 
exploration to present them 
in various manners. He 
adopts centuries-old mortise 
and tenon sunmao joinery 

Exhibition examines 
changing existence

structures from classical 
Chinese architecture as a 
signature of his work, while 
he discusses the encounter 
between traditional culture 
and modern civilization. 
When assembling those 
wood structures, he hints 
at  the complexit ies of 
people’s emotions and 
interpersonal relations.

In his oil paintings, Qi 
Haiping vividly presents 
the vibrant, layered texture 
o f  the  ink  s t rokes  o f 
calligraphy, overwhelming 
h i s  aud ience  wi th  an 
eruption of energy.  In 
between the dancing lines, 
he reinterprets the rhythmic 
sense  o f  ca l l ig raph ic 
writing, through which he 
has built a link between the 
Chinese and Western arts 
and a sense of abstraction.

Xu Hong the exhibition 
curator says that, in the 
displayed works, one will 
see the drive of artists’ 
“preferences, impulses 
and wishes”, as well as a 
mirror of their “confusion 
and doubts”. One will also 
see in the artworks a close 
resemblance to everyday 
scenes, but they will be 

revealed to “the true core 
of art as a means to reflect 
on, sometimes rework, the 
collective material and 
spiritual life of people”.

Since its opening five 
years ago, the university’s 
a r t  museum has  he ld 
s e v e r a l  e x h i b i t i o n s 
to show contemporary 
works by ar t is ts  f rom 
both home and abroad. 
The Realm of Existence 
e x h i b i t i o n  f u r t h e r 
broadens the museum’s 
v i s i o n  o f  s h o w i n g 
Chinese contemporary 
art, according to Du.

One piece of work being 
exhibited by each of the 13 
artists was donated to the 
museum at the exhibition’s 
opening. 

Du says the donations 
made the exhibition the first 
of its kind at the museum, 
shining a spotlight on the 
institution’s collection 
and research of Chinese 
modern and contemporary 
art.

“It is a good beginning. 
The exhibition shows our 
interest in contemporary 
art and our efforts in the 
study of it,” he says.
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Times Reporters

S o m e  4 6  n e w  a n d 
experienced footballers 
are training in Vientiane 
in preparation for the AFF 
Suzuki Cup 2020, which 
takes place in Singapore 
from December 5-19.

T h e  L a o  F o o t b a l l 
Federation will select the 
30 best players to take part 

in the tournament.
Top Lao footbal ler 

S o u k a p h o n e 
Vongchiengkham is among 
those training for the event 
and hopes to lead Laos to 
success at the Suzuki Cup. 
He plays for Udon Thani FC 
in Thai League 2.

Laos has been drawn 
in Group B, which also 
includes Vietnam, Malaysia, 

Lao footballers gear up 
for Suzuki Cup

Indonesia and Cambodia. 
G r o u p  A c o m p r i s e s 
T h a i l a n d ,  M y a n m a r , 
Philippines, Singapore and 
Timor-Leste.

The Lao team gained 
much experience playing in 
the AFC U-23 Championship 
Qualifiers 2022 in Mongolia 
last month but did not 
progress through the next 
round of the tournament.

Lao players in action against a goalkeeper at the AFC U-23 Championship Qualifiers 2022 
in Mongolia.                  --Photo Lao Football Federation

MONTEVIDEO, (Xinhua) 
-- Uruguay striker Luis 
S u a r e z  v e h e m e n t l y 
defended national team boss 
Oscar Tabarez on Tuesday 
amid speculation about the 
veteran manager’s future.

Accord ing  to  loca l 
m e d i a ,  U r u g u a y a n 
F o o t b a l l  A s s o c i a t i o n 
officials discussed the 
possibi l i ty  of  sacking 
Tabarez after the Celeste 
suffered successive defeats 
to Argentina and Brazil in 
World Cup qualifiers last 
month.

“Pressure on coaches 
always exists, and even 
more so in the national 
team, but it is necessary to 
remember everything that 
El Maestro [Tabarez] has 
done and the difficult task 
he’s undertaken to build 
this process,” Suarez said.

The Atletico Madrid 
striker was speaking to 
reporters upon his arrival 
at  Uruguay’s Carrasco 
international airport for a 
crucial double-header of 
2022 World Cup qualifiers.

The Celeste will meet 
Argentina in Montevideo 
on Friday before facing 

Bolivia in La Paz next 
Tuesday. They must win 
bo th  matches  to  s t ay 
on course for a fourth 
successive World Cup 
berth.

T h e  C e l e s t e  a r e 
currently fifth in the 10-
team South  American 
group with six qualifiers 
remaining. The top four 
teams will automatically 
qual i fy  for  footba l l ’s 
showpiece tournament in 
Qatar while the fifth-ranked 
side will advance to an 
intercontinental playoff, to 
be played over two legs.

Suarez, who has scored 
65 goals in 126 matches for 
Uruguay, accused Tabarez’s 
critics of having short 
memories.

“When I broke into 
the national team in 2007, 
Uruguay had missed out 
on qualifying for the 2006 
World Cup. In 2002, we 
only made it after winning 
the playoff and I don’t know 
when we qualified before 
that,” the 34-year-old said.

“Today we are in a 
situation in which we went 
to the last three World 
Cups. You have to look 

Luis Suarez backs embattled 
Uruguay boss Tabarez

on the br ight  s ide.  In 
the previous qualifiers, 
we secured our spot in 
advance and that’s why I 
say that people got a little 
bit spoiled.”

Tabarez has been in 
charge of Uruguay since 
March 2006 and steered the 
Celeste to the quarterfinals 
of the 2018 World Cup in 
Russia, where they were 
eliminated by eventual 
champions France. He also 
coached the national team 
from 1988 to 1990.

In total, the 74-year-old 
has guided Uruguay to four 
World Cups during his two 
spells as coach: Italy in 
2010, South Africa in 2010, 
Brazil in 2014 and Russia 
in 2018.

S u a r e z ’s  A t l e t i c o 
Madrid teammate Jose 
Maria Gimenez also leapt 
to the defense of Tabarez on 
Tuesday.

“ F o o t b a l l  h a s  n o 
memory,”  the  cen t ra l 
defender told reporters. 
“People know what the 
national team’s players 
think of El Maestro. He is a 
father in the career of 99.9% 
of the players.” 
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What’s on
Coffee Festival

Lao Coffee Culture invites everyone to celebrate “Boun 
Café Barn Hao” or “International Coffee Day” under 
the theme “Coffee’s Next Generation”. Due to the 
Covid-19 outbreak, the event will be adapted through 
online sessions including presentations and videos, 
knowledge and experience exchanges, coffee making 
demonstrations, brewing coffee, drinking coffee and 
more. The sessions will also be livestreamed to 
show the whole process from planting to brewing.
When: This virtual event will take place on October 29-30. 
Where: Follow us on Facebook page Lao Coffee 
Culture. Free registration. 

Scholarships in Japan
JDS is accepting 
applications for 2-year 
master’s degree 
programmes at Japanese 
universities for the 
academic year 2022-2023. 
Courses will be taught in 
English. 
When: Applications 
accepted until November 5.
Where: Visit our website 
for more information and 
download the application documents at https://
jds-scholarship.org/country/laos/index.html
For more information Call or WhatsApp 020 
55519802, or email jds.laos@jice.org

Video contest
The Republic of Korea’s Mission to Asean is 
hosting the “Your-K Your-Asean” short video 
contest for people from Korea and Asean 
countries to produce a video that reflects 
the spirit of Korea and Asean and promotes 
Korea-Asean relations. Korean and Asean 
nationals are invited to submit videos, with the 
winner to get US$800 in cash. 
When: Entries accepted until October 12
Where: Submit the attached file and original 
video file to kor_asean@mofa.go.kr OR 
nindita@mofa.or.kr
For more information visit https://www.
facebook.com/KoreanembassyinLaos/kor_
asean@mofa.go.kr / yychu21@mofa.go.kr / 
farras@mofa.or.kr

Free online computing 
and programming

Those interested in computing and 
programming are invited to apply to join this 
free course. The course is a self-paced and 
provides an introduction to computing and 
programming. 
Where: For more information visit https://bit.
ly/3bXsu9i
When: Available now.

Blood donation
The National Blood Transfusion Centre is in 
need of blood urgently because less people 
have donated during the recent Covid-19 
spread. The centre invites members of the 
public to take part in blood donation..
When: Daily from 8:30 to 6pm.
Where: The second floor of the new building 
of National Blood Transfusion Centre, Lao 
Red Cross, Xiengyeun village, Chanthabouly 
district, Vientiane. For more information call 
021 214763; 030 5487539

Asean scholarships
Choulalongkorn University in Thailand is 
offering scholarships for Asean and Non-
Asean countries this academic year 2021 
(second semester). Admission and scholarship 
applications are taking place in parallel. 
When: Both applications must be approved 
before November 15
Where:  Apply at link http://www.academic.
chula.ac.th/international_scholarship...

 Video contest
The Lao Youth Union is issuing an open invitation 
to members of the public to make and submit a 
video that encourages young people to give blood. 
This contest will take place on social media and 
the winner will receive 1 million kip.
When: Applications accepted until November 10
Where: Send your video to the Facebook page 
Lao Youth Union. 
For more information call 020 9871 7197 or 020 
5989 7933. 

ແຈ້ງການເຊີນປະມູນ 
ສະເໜີລາຄາ ວັດສະດຸສຳລັບກ່ໍສ້າງຄອງຊົນລະປະທານ

ຊື່ໂຄງການ	 	 :	ໂຄງການ	ພັດທະນາບ້ານຕົວແບບ	ຂອງມູນນິທິເຊມາອູນ	
ຫົວຂໍ້		 	 :	ວັດສະດຸສຳລັບກໍ່ສ້າງຄອງຊົນລະປະທານ	(ບ້ານໂນນຊາຍ)
ຜູ້ເຊີນປະມູນ					:	ຫ້ອງການ	ມູນນິທິ	ເຊມາອູນ	ປະຈຳ	ສປປ	ລາວ,	ບ້ານ	ໂພນໄຊ,		
	 	 		ເມືອງ	ໄຊເສດຖາ,	ນະຄອນຫຼວງວຽງຈັນ.	
	 	 		ເບີໂທຕິດຕໍ່:	+856	21	410177,	+856	21	410176,	
	 	 		ອີເມວ:	sgflaos@gmail.com

ເງື່ອນໄຂທີ່ຕ້ອງການ:
l ໃບສະເໜີ ລາຄາ ຈະຕ້ອງຖືກຕາມທຸກລາຍການ, ມີຮູບພາບປະກອບ ແລະ ລາຍລະອຽດຍີ່ຫໍ້ ຕ້ອງ  

ຖືກຕາມທີ່ໄດ້ລະບຸໄວ້ຂ້າງເທິງ.
l ໃບສະເໜີ ລາຄາ ຈະມີຜົນຄົງທີ່ຢ່າງໜ້ອຍ 30 ວັນ, ນັບຈາກວັນທີສົ່ງໃບສະເໜີ.
l ໃບສະເໜີ ລາຄາ ຈະຕ້ອງລວມຄ່າຈັດສົ່ງ. (ການຈັດສົ່ງຈະແບ່ງອອກເປັນ 3-4 ຄັ້ງ ຂອງຈໍານວນ 

ອຸປະກອນ/ ຄາດວ່າທຸກໆ 1-2 ເດືອນ)
l ສໍາລັບ ລາຄາ ລາຍການທັງໝົດຈະຕ້ອງເປັນເງິນ (ກີບ) ລວມທັງພາສີ ແລະ ຄ່າທໍານຽມຕ່າງໆ.
l  ເອກະສານທີ່ຕ້ອງການຕິດຄັດກັບໃບສະເໜີລາຄາ: ໃບທະບຽນວິສາຫະກິດຂອງຮ້ານ (ສະບັບກ໋ອບ 

ປີ້), ໃບອະນຸຍາດດໍາເນີນທຸລະກິດ ຂອງຮ້ານ (ສະບັບກ໋ອບປີ້), ບັດປະຈໍາຕົວ ຫລື ພັດສະປອດ 
ຂອງເຈົ້າຂອງຮ້ານ (ສະບັບກ໋ອບປີ້), ບັັນຊີທະນາຄານຂອງຮ້ານ (ກີບ) (ສະບັບກອບປີ້), (ລວມທັງ 
ສະຖານະການເງິນໃນປະຈຸບັນ/ລະບຸໄວ້ພາຍໃນ 7 ມື້ນັບຈາກວັນທີສະໝັກ), ເເລະ (ຫຼັງຈາກທີ່ຖືກ 
ເລືອກຜູ້ເຊີນປະມູນຈະມີແບບຟອມໃຫ້),

 ບໍລິສັດ ຫຼື ຮ້ານ ທີ່ມີຄວາມສົນໃຈ ຂໍເຊີນສົ່ງໃບສະເໜີ ລາຄາ ພ້ອມທັງເອກະສານທີ່ໄດ້ລະບຸໄວ້ຂ້າງ 
ເທິງນັ້ນມາທາງ ອີເມວ: sgflaos@gmail.com ຫືຼ ສອບຖາມຂໍ້ມູນເພີ່ມເຕີມໄດ້ທີ່ເບີ 

 +856 21 410177 ຂອງຫ້ອງການ ມູນນິທິ ເຊມາອູນ.
ໝາຍເຫດ:	ປີດຮັບເອກະສານ	ວັນທີ	18/	ພະຈິກ	/	2021

ລ/ດ

01

02

ລາຍການ

ຊີມັງແດງ 425 (ກາກະທິງ)

ເຫຼັກກົມ 4 mm
(ເຫຼັກຕາໜ່າງປູພື້ນ)

ຈຳນວນ

130 ໂຕນ

130 ກໍ້

ສະຖານທີ່ໃນການຈັດສົ່ງ

ບ້ານ ໂນນຊາຍ, ເມືອງ ປາກງື່ມ, 
ນະຄອນຫຼວງວຽງຈັນ

Photos from the 
Lao amphibians and 

reptiles exhibition 

Everyone is invited to visit an exceptional 
exhibition featuring photos of Lao amphibians 
and reptiles titled: “An overview of the rich 
biodiversity of amphibians and reptiles in 
Laos”. The exhibition is presented by the 
French Institute in Vientiane and the IRD 
(French Institute of Research for sustainable 
Development). The splendid photographs on 
display are the result of the astonishing work 
of Nathanaël Maury, a French reptile specialist 
who lives in Laos, and his Lao wife. Nathanaël’s 
objective is to show the diversity of amphibians 
and reptiles with never seen before images, in 
order to better preserve them. The exhibition is 
open to all ages free of charge.  A maximum of 
5 persons are allowed per visit; health safety 
precautions are strictly respected.
When: November 11-30, from 9:00 am to 5:30 
pm (except Sunday).
Where: At the French Institute, Lane Xang 
Avenue, Vientiane.
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